R

73 INMAY

The first four chapters of 12onmv demonstrate that the
kingdom of Israel was officially being transferred to MT.
Three events lead to MT's ascension to the throne, the
death of "“'Wv and his sons, the death of MIN and the death
of mwawN. Although all three events paved the way for M1's
kingship, he mourned the death of all three. In chapter 1
an Amalekite lad attempts to curry good favor with 77 by
informing 7T of his role in "Ww's death. ﬁT does not
consider this a favor at all and kills the lad for his
boasting. ™1 then sings a dirge for Wv and his sons. M7
is crowned king over nTiMvav in MIn and MIN, NNY's general
crowns W¥'s son NYAWmW king over the rest of Israel. ™MT's
house and SWv's house compete in a game of war to determine
who could better defend the nation. 1In this war MmN kills
the fleet footed SNwy who is MT's nephew and then the game
turns violent. 360 men of "Wv's side are killed and 20
from T1's side, and all could see that T was being

strengthened while the house of "WV was waning.

MN is accused of taking a former wife of SWv (which
is tantamount to wanting the throne). MIX defects to MTi's
side, which does not bode well with T's chief of staff,
aNY». aN» kills an unsuspecting MN for the treachery of
appointing nwavwN and for killing his brother, oNawy. 1

profusely mourns for MMIN as a demonstration that he had no
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hand in the assassination. ©Next NwawnN is assassinated by
two men who also at attempt to gain favor with v, and 7
kills them as well. T now rules unopposed in y1an, and he
rules there for 7 years. N7 conquers OYWMM in an attempt
to bring his capital closer to the territory of the tribe of
the first king, namely yYm3. In the conquest of odwviv, ann
distinguishes himself as a military hero and is appointed as
T7's chief general. The onwy9 and o king of I hear of
T7's ascension to the throne and react in exact opposite
ways. The DMWY9 go to war and are roundly defeated, and

0N makes peace and builds M7 a palace.

T brings the PR to owwd. Amidst great celebration
along the way tragedy strikes Ny who touches the YW after
it almost falls. He is immediately killed and M7 calls off
the celebration. Three months later, M7Trenews the
celebration and dances profusely before the YR to the
displeasure of 9m, for such is not the honor of a king.
77 defends his position that before Hashem man has no ™22,

not even a king.

M7 then asks to build the wipmnmi for Hashem, but is
turned down in favor of a son yet to be born. MT responds
quite favorably to this and his kingdom becomes stronger and

stronger as he conquers and subdues enemy after enemy.

T then inquires about the survivors of the house of
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Wy, and how he can fulfill the promise he made to y™mm to
look after his children. A child of y™mm, nvdwn is found,
who 1is crippled. ™7 appoints a former servant of DNvU's NN

to serve TWiMn and keep him comfortable.

7T sends a message of peace and consolation to mn king
of Amon over the loss of his father wm. N is concerned
that this is a spy mission and deeply embarasses MI's
delegation. This endé in war and it is during this war that
7T, who remains home in DYDWY, calls for a woman Yawm and
weaves a tangled web of events that would haunt him for the
rest of his life. For breaking up a home, his own home
would come to severe disruption. For the violence done to
M™MN, T would be chased by the sword. A son of M1's,
MmN, violates a daughter of MT's, MMN. MNMT's son DYVIN
kills yamN. DOWWYIN rebels against his father and in a long
protracted story M1 is forced to flee ©Oowvy» and is only
saved by DWwaN's refusal to take the advice that would have
made his rebellion successful. MwdIsn is accused of
rebellion, NWM)A NV curses M and 1y Yav rebels as well.
A famine consumes Israel and T puts an end to it by
atoning for a sin of the house of "Ww to the DWya). A song
of M's follows, as well as a list of exploits at war and

of M1's generals.

The book of Shmuel ends with a story of how T came to

purchase the mount where the wIpnnmi would be built.
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Tragically, it too involves pain and suffering for 777, but
in the end he takes charge, takes the blame for his actions,
repents and prepares for Hashem's presence on the mountain

he had purchased.
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(3R)

(3B)

(4B)

(4B)

(4B)

IN 279

(a) PonY W) informs MT of 9NVW's death.

(b) M7 presses the W) for more information aﬁd he responds.

(c) 17T kills the PYnY W for taking b\N\D’s‘life..

(d) M7 laments the death of 5V and MY,

(a) IRONY: 9WRVW lost his kingdom for having pity and not
killing the king of P5ny. SINVY lost his life
because an P90y had pity and did kill him.

(b) Identity of this Y’

Chazal do not allow anyone ‘to offer self-incriminating

evidence in court.? How then could T kill the W) on his own

testimony?3

(a) Compare this case to YW killing 0¥ on ‘]Dv’s own
testimony.'1

(b) Compare this case to the lad killing Toman’

WYY M WN JA. Can someone from PONY convert?’

17 laments. Remember that M7 is now clear to being crowned
king yet he .lamentshthe loss of what was preventing him from
reaching his destiny.7

What is wn 1902°

Do you think the P50y W) was telling the truth?’ At what

5




point of R"9 P19 YNV must he have done this?' What evidence
can you cite from N-T:NY X"V that YNV did not immediately die

from his self inflicted wound?"




IR P

(3A) (a) 1-5
(b 6-12
(c) 13-16
(dy 17-27

(3B) (a) 6-10

(b) 13
(4B) 16
(47) 16
(4B) 13
(4B) 17-27
(5) 18

VIEW d 27
7 is informed by a dponY W) that DRV and M were killed
by the DMMVY9. N7 presses the lad er more information and the lad
states that he found SINVW mortally wounded, with very little life
left in him (9INV apparently had not died from falling on his sword
in R"D P79 'R ONMY) . 9INY, the lad says, asked the lad to finish

him off, and the lad, knowing that 29IV could never survive this




wound, does so. He takes YNVW’'s crown and arm bands and gives them
to MT. MT and his men rend their garments over the bad news. 17

then rebukes the YNy W) for killing the chosen of ’iN1 and NI

kills him.

NT then laments the loss of DWWV and his dear friend v,

especially concentrating on their might, and how they built up the

land of Israel. The refrain DI W9 TN is repeated a few

times.




a1 P9

(3A) (a) MT is crowned king in MM and he learns of the valor of

(3B)

TY9) W

(b) N7 addresses the men of TYO) ¥h1>,

(c) MIAN crowns :ﬂb:L YN king and he rules for 2 years”; RARI
rules in AN 7 years.

(d) The game of war ' between the house of YRV and the house
of M1, represented by MIR and IRP."
(a) YNAWY is killed.'®

(b) N1's side loses 20 men and SINVW’'s side loses 360."




'l P9

(37A) (a) 4
(b) 5-7
(c) 8-11
(d) 12-32
(3B) 19-23

REVIEW QF '3 P19

M7 is crowned king of DM in PN and he expresses his
appreciation for the heroism of the people of TY2) ¥21> in burying
SNV and his three sons. "NAN appoints NW1 VWX, the son of YNV as
king over the rest of Israel. NVl VN ruled altogether 2 years, and
N7T ruled in AN 7 1/2 years. TMIN represents NNVW’'s side and
ANY represents NMT’s side in a game which would apparently decide
the outcome of the two kingdoms. In this game, 9NNVWY is killed by
MIR and NT's men kill 360 of 9WNVW's men while losing 20

themselves. M1’'s kingdom waxes stronger and stronger while 9WNV’s

wanes weaker and weaker.
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Fa_Pas
(32) (a) MT’'s wives and children are listed.'®
(b) MIN becomes estranged from NVY2A WX and makes a pact with
y , _

mnT

(c) MT insists on the return of YN before making any
agreements with Max.
(d) M7 and MIN came to terms.’
(e) ANP kills MIN.”
(£) N7 laments MIN’'s death.” ”
(3B) (a) Why isn’t 99» listed?®
(b) Accusation of NVl VN against TIN is along the line of

mabvni 1.’

(c) Why is WY )2 059 referred to as ONVY9 here?

27

(4B) DTN IO NIM regarding MT’'s curse to IARD.
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2 P9

(32) (a) 2-5

(b) 6-12
(c) 13-1¢
(dy 17-21
(e) 22-27
(f) 28-39
(3B) (a) 3-5
(b) 7-8
(c) 15
(4B) 29

REVIEW 3P

The house of NT continues to grow stronger, while YRV ‘s

house becomes weaker and weaker. MT’s 1st 6 sons and their mothers

are mentioned. NY1 WX accuses MAN of taking YINVW’'s concubine,

(such an act being M29M1 T1M)**, and MIXR reacts with anger. MIAN

(3




promises to turn to MT’'s side and revert the entire kingdom to him
from 1 (in the North) to YI¥ N1 (in the South).” WMIN sends over
a message to M7, who answers that he will only accept NAN's
presence if he delivers 99 back to him. 52 ié taken from her
husband, W5 Y1 099 and returned to TT. MWAIR convinces the men of
PPN1 VIV that N7 will make a better king than MYl ¥YWNR and N7
receives MAN and they sign a pact of peace. INY, meanwhile, hears
of this pact, and warns NT that <MWAR’s intentions were not
honorable. INRY accuses MIN of wanting to know MT's position to
-ultimately fight M. NMT does not respond, and INY therefore
takes the opportunity to kill TMIAN. ARV s prime motive appears to
be vengeance for his brother INRNVY’s death.™ However, the average
Israelite may have thought that M7 was behind this deed. N7
leaves no mistake though, in his effusive eulogy over MAX, that he
did not want this to happen.31 The people are satisfied that M7 had

no hand in MAN’s death as he expresses his utter contempt for his

own warrior and nephew, I1INY.
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1 P9
(3B) JM’'s son NVONR.”
(3A) The assassination of N1 WY, and N1's reaction.”’

(3B) Notice that the king is taking a nap in the afternoon.”

(4B) M Yp.*

4




7 299

(3B) 4
(38) 5-12
(3B) 5
(42) 10-11

Review of 7 P19

PRV’'s son NV is introduced. Aithough his presence had
nothing to do with the story on hand, the fact that he was crippled‘
will be germane to events later in ‘31 SRMVW.* Nwil WR is
assassinated while he sleeps by 2 of his own tribesmen, 127 and
V2. They present M1 ﬁith NVl WR’'s head thinking this would put
them in good stead with T1. They were mistaken. MT has them
killed and cuts off their hands and feet for all to see and learn

a lesson. NV1 WR’s head is buried in MIN 71P in ]Tl:m.37
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N P

(3a) 1-3
(3B) 4-5 (9)
(3a2) 6-10
(3B) 13-14

(32) (42) (4B) 11-12; 16-25

REVIEW QOF 93 P19

TT is crowned king over all of Israel and he had ruled in
MaN 7 years.” DYV is captured from the ’Dﬁ’ and additional
wives and children of MM’s are enumérated. The king of Y, DN
&hears of MT's ascension to the throne and he sends artisans and
craftsmen to build a palace for M. The DNWYY, too, hear of
M1’ s kingship and prepare for battle. T inguires of the success
of this battle, and ‘N assures him that he will defeat the B’NVYba.

N7 defeats them and they are barely heard from again in T"INn.

1




I pig
(3a) (a) ™MT arranges to have the NI brought to DS

(b) The tragedy of Ny.”

(c) The NN stops off at the house of ’J‘])ﬁ DTTR 171y for 3
months and then M7 resumes his plan.f"1
(d) The celebration of the return of the NN.
(e) 9o confronts MT.

(4B) The mode of transporting the ]ﬁb{.ss

(44) Compare to the story of the death of ¥W1IN) ol A P

(4B) How could MT wear an 12 TON?™ -

(3B) (a) Why does. 1 respond to 99M by referring to SNw?™

(b) 99 and children.”’

(5) D M1 e v,

19




Y P19

(34) (a) 1-5

(b) 6-9
(c) 10-12
(dy 13-18
(e) 20-23

(4B) 3

(4A) 6-9

(4B) 14

(3B) 21

REVIEW QOF ") P19

M7 brings the PN from the house of IT3AR to DOV, He
ignores the command of the AMN to carry the PNIR on the shoulders
of MNP M1 and he transports them on a wagon drawn by cows. The
P slips and MY tries to keep it from falling. When he touches
it, he dies. This causes a cessation in the celebration and the
P is left in the house of M DYVIN ‘ﬁ\)’ for 3 months, and his
house is blessed for the duration. ™7 then removes the PR again
to resume his plan amidst great celebration and dance. M7 is girt

with an T2 T9XR and dance profusely before the NWN. 55, NM's

o




wife sees this and considers this behavior unbecoming of a king.
She chastises 17T who responds sharply himself, reminding her that
she is now the wife of the king, not the daughter of the king. The
chapter ends with an implication of estrangement‘ between MT and

oom.

a\



T P19
(3A) (a) M1 is secure from his enemies.®

(b) M1 expresses his intention® and N1 P reacts.®

(c) Hashem reacts to N¥s request.64

(d) M1’s son will build the Wipnn ma.%

(3B) The next king of Israel is not yet born66

(4A) No reason is given here for the refusal of 7. Supplement

from other Biblical references.®

(4B) (a) A man is never jealous of his son’s success, even if it

. . 68
is greater than his own.

(4B) (b) Why is M1 disqualified from building the VIPHN M1 for
fighting the wars of Hashem?®’

(3a) M responds.70

(3B) How could 7T sit in the 92"

a4




M v

(3a) (a) 1
(b)y 2-3
(c) 4-11
(dy 12-17

(3B) 12

(47) 12-15

(4B) (a) 13

(4B) (b) NH:25 o Mat
(3a) 18-29
(3B) 18
REVIEW QF "t D19

1T is secure from his enemies and he notices that his house
is much more honorable than the residence of the Holy Aron. The
implication 1s that M7 wishes to build a Temple to Hashem. 7
the prophet tells T that Hashem will be with him and that he
should do whatever his heart motivates him to do. Hashem, however,
while praising M7 for being the first to so offer to house
Hashem’s sanctuary, nonetheless rejects M7 for a reason not

mentioned in the text. In O "™M11° we learn that M7 was

refused because he had shed much blood in all his wars. Instead




N1 is informed that his son, who is yet unborn will build a Temple

to Hashem. N7 reacts positively and with much humility.
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(3A) ™M's military exploits.’?
(a) What is noxpINN?7¢
(b) What did ™7 do to the Moavites and why?’5
(c) What did M7 do to the horses and why?’¢
(d) N T N makes peace with 7.7’
(e) 11 gathers booty froﬁt many nations, including
Pony! 78
(£) ™7 slays 18,000 at Tonxn - compare to 21:90%NN.7?
(3B) Positions of leadership in Israel.
(a) What is a w70

(b) The lineage of ¢9I8 and TonnN. 8t

(c) What is nbam  maon?zs2
(d) How could T1's sons be onnd if they are from vaw
SR 3 A T3 DA

(4B) Wy 207 NPTNY VAYN NIY TYT >IN, B4

(5) Comparisons of texts of YNmw with texts of DWNN.8s

(5)  dNOINNNMP.ES

(6) Why do you think Rashi makes the point to connect the
stories of Chapters 7 and 8 in the parallel sections of
DM IT and not in SNmwWE?

(5) Rashi's commentary to DMN»IAT.B8

as




(3A) 1-14
{a) 1
(b) 2
(c) 4
(d) 9-10
(e) 12
(£) 13

(3A) 14-18
{a) 16
{(b) 17
(c) 18

(b) 13

(5) 3

REVIEW OF /N8

M™'s military exploits and successes are recorded. He
defeats the Philistines, Moavites, Arameans and many others.
He lames the captured horses and sanctifies the booty to
Hashem. He rules over all of Israel and promulgates
judgment and charity for his people. A list of MT's

"cabinet”™ follows.

26




(3A) M1's treatment of nvian.

{a) M1 inquires of ¥'s household®® from NIN.?°

(b) ™% informs M7 of a crippled son of YW named
nuap . 9t

(c) MT and NN meet and converse.??

(d}) M7 instructs NI’N how to care for NN, 3
(3B) (a) What is DpoNTONT?H

(b) Why are we told of the birth of NMN?9%

(4A) »van and NS will appear again later in radnmw . 9%

LT




(3a) (a) 1-3

(b) 4-5
(c} 6-8
(dy 9-13
(3B8) (a) 3
(b) 12

REVIEW OF CHAPTER 9

TYT has now attained peace through his many conquests
and he has set up a "cabinet" of cfficers. Now 7T wishes
to keep his promise to Y tolook after his children. M7
calls for a servant from the house of WY named NVN to
present any surviving children from the first king. NN
finds one to represent them and his name is 1701 12 M.
7T invites him to live in DYWrY» and to be cared for by RS

and NIN's 20 servants and 15 sons.

ag




(3A)

(3B)

(4A)

(3)

Adcal]

T and Yy

(a)
(b)

(c)
(d)
(e)

ann’s

(a)

The king of ymy (vm)? dies.

77T sends a delegation to console the new king of
My, yIn. %8

MN's advisors interpret MT's actions and react.??
TT's men are shamed.!°

My prepares for war and T does as well.l0l

strategy and conquest.

What was the Ton that wny did for ™71 and why is
TT1's response called Ton?102

Why didn't y»n simply accept these people as
comforters?103 :

Customs of facial growth at this time.1%

The status of Wy at this time.105

The NN command concerning the land of ymy.106
Why didn't 7T go to war with his people?1?’

N appears again (according to some), under a
different name.l0%

W2 oy vy, Rav Yaacov Culi
n?M1, Rav Elazar of Worms

a9




(3A) 1-8
(a) 1
(by 2
(c} 3-4
(dy 5
(¢) 6-8

(3B) 9-19

(47A) (a) 2
(b)) 3
(c) 5
(d)y 5
(e) 7-10
(£) 7-10.

REVIEW OF CHAPTER X

wny, the king of yny, dies and T sends a delegation to
console the new king, M. IN's princes advise him that
this is a spy mission, and perhaps not altogether convinced,
MN allows them to live, but deeply shames them and sends
them away. YW detects that T is gravely chagrined by this
and prepares for war and hires many Arameans to assist him
against MT. 7T sees the buildup and prepares a pre-emptive
strike against Y. aIN» and >war defeat ymy and DI, but the
war 1s apparently nct over, as the next chapter suggests.
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kAl

Background and Information

absence .1l

yav.

Israel had been fighting a war with ymy,1% and 7
remained in oWwnP.10 We learned earlier in v Pia/NoNmy that
when men went to war, they gave conditional divorces to’
their wives to prevent them from becoming Ny in their

PMN gave such a divorce document to his wife, ma

(a) What is DMNIDBN NRS NYo?112

(b) MO MTOPN-. Why was T sleeping in the
afternoon?1i3 ‘

(c) NS IUNNM  Why was yawm washing openly?il4

(d) What does n¥MN mean?ils

(e) DNUNOYWVI™M. What was T seeking?ll®

(f) Why the response of .xon?il?

(g) > IN. why is he called this?!i8

(h) vy conceives.l®

(1y T calls MmN from war through aNmy, 120

(3) 17 sends MM home, 2l but MW refuses.122

(k) 17 confronts MMN's disobedience and MW
explains.123

(LY 7 still tries to get MW to go home,
unsuccessfully. 124

(m) 7T arranges for MWN's demise, 2’ again through

AN . 126

(n) aN» reports the battle and MMN's loss to M7
through a messenger.1??

(0) MT responds.izs

(p) Yyawrm hears of W's death, mourns for him,

7T marries her,12° she gives birth and the thing

is evil in Hashem's eyes.130
(a) Why does N mention the PIN2i3L
(b) Isn't the YW in oY¥P at this time?!32
(¢c) the YT of mnan.133
(d) the concept of ma7pmaTMIMN. 134
(e)

If vavm was divorced from WX why did she have

to mourn for him?13%

3l




(5) Commentary of Isaac Acosta.l'3®

(6) Homework
(a) How did the messenger change INP's command
and why?
(b} Simplify v.26 to its main message. Why is the
W0 written as it is?!3? Try to do the same to
2O TPYUNI].
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N7 {2]

(3n) (a) 1
(by 2
(c) 2
(dy 2
(e) 3
(f) 3
(g) 3
(h) 4-5
(i)  6-7
(3J) 8-9
(k) 10-11
(1) 12-13
(m) 14-17
(n) 18-24
(o) 25
(p) 26-27
(4B) (a)(b) 11
(c}y 27
(d) 9-13
(e) 27

REVIEW OF CHAPTER XI

While the Israelites are fighting the Amonites ™7
notices a very beautiful girl and inquires about her. 77
is told that she is married to a man named MMM who was away
at war. 9N tell us that men at war granted their wives a
divorce document should they be lost at war. The woman,
named yawm is brought to the palace and conceives a child.
TYT calls her husband, named MMN and twice attempts to
convince him to go home, unsuccessfully. Since yawm is
carrying a child it is important for M to have spent some
time with her. Since MMN refuses to go home, T arranges
for his demise as is the king's right to do to anyone who
refuses his command. MM dies in battle and M1 immediately
takes v m to wife. The entire episode was evil in the
eyes-of Hashem.
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Chapter 12

(38) (a) wwmwadoswn - identify each character. 13¢
(b) M7 reacts 135

(c) M1 accuses 14Y and pronounces the punishment 241,
D

(4B) The personality of mMT.142
(3A) (d) T responds M7 144 »nxoun 143
(e) M gets the last word 145
(f) The child is sick 4%, M7 prays and mourns 147,
the child dies 1¢%, M7 stops mourning.
(g) The birth of mmbw 14%, also named M. 150

(3B} anyr finishes ymy off.

(48) The punishment for stealing sheep.!5!
(4B) The amount of wives a king is allowed.?5?
(4B) DWPNY DTN PIIINY OTR P2 TNMND, 153
(3)  (a) PooyInNa NpD9Lsd
(b)  NMNS YIS IMND NYD , 155
(43) MM RO NYY, 156
(4A) MMp in T'M.157
(4B) M»Inm2In (a) Why didn't 77T mourn for his dead
son?1%8

(b} MT1's statement tc his servants.1®?
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(6) Homework (a) In what ways are the parable (bwn)
different from reality (Pvm). Why did ym
change these things?18°

(b) In the parable, who is the guest? 18
{(c) Notice three different names for the guest.

Why? 162
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CHAPTER XII

(4B) general tangent

(38) (d) 13
(e) 13-14
(f) 15-23
(g) 24-25
(h) 26-31

(4A) 6

(4B) 8

(4B) 13

(5) 13

(4A) 14

(42) 18

(4B) (a) 20
(b) 23

REVIEW OF CHAPTER XII

The prophet, Yy tells MT a parable which gets T7T to
pronounce sentence upon himself. M tells T that he will

endure internal family strife as well as be chased by the

36




sword. 7 himself will not die, but the child conceived in
chapter 11 will. The child is born sickly and 1 fasts and
prays for its recovery, hoping to overturn the decree. The
child dies after 7 days and M7 ceases his fasting and
mourning. T consoles yawnl and another child is born to
them. They name the child >y and he was also named M7,

which means beloved of Hashem.

After this any finishes off the Amonites.
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Background information to chapters 13-21

The stories in these chapters point to retribution for
MT's actions in NP9, according to y's words at -V DDA,
These stories can fall under two categories, 1563
(1) Stories involwving T's household.

(2) Stories involving M1 fleeing the sword.

This chapter is in the first category. It is the story

of Tamar and Amnon and includes the killing of Amnon at the

hands of Avshalom.

Chapters 14-18 tell of the origins and details of
Avshalom's rebellion.. 1In between there are stories of NW
and nudon (16:1-4). NWBPOWY (16:5-13) and »WNpeIn the
double agent (16: 14-19)., As an aftermath to Avshalom's
rebellion there are stories of »y7n ™»a (19: 34-40), yayaw
D1 and Nwmy (chapter 20), a three year famine and its

atonement (chapter 21).

CHAPTER XTII

(3B) The relationship between N,DWwAIN and HN. 184

(3A) (a) YyYmrR falls in love with N and 1mv advisés

him.185

(b) Y1 arranges for MmN to see YWOX and she does.?!%®

3%




(c) YmX charges and violates n.1¢
(d} YmN throws mn out and she bemoans her
situation.168®

(e} DOWvIR learns of YMN's actions and won't have

anything to dowith him.16®

(4R)

(f) oOWwwvaN arranges to have N killed.l17?

(g) MT's response and 1™M's clarification.1??

(h) ©OWvaN flees to his mother's home land of Mwa.172
How could mn say 7010 MDY NJ Y TOHNN IR N 1T w2173
The concept of Wwnn» nux.17¢

PR TIN N, 175

MTIMONY NANR 176, Why did ymR hate her so much.1l”?
DUIMMD and relate to qon.178

1Y - changing letters in some words in J'Mm.179 -
M2IANR T - yIPM OpN . 180

Concept of MMInnon. 181

PN YoMLY AN - Why did 7T mourn for YmXR considering

his response at »:2>7182

(5)

DWYIAN YR NNKY ToNN TIT 5oMm ~ I8p 717,183
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(4R)

15
18-19
25-27
31
37

39

1-5
6-10
11-14
15-19
20-22
23-29
30-33

38-39

REVIEW OF CHAPTER XIII

TIT's son YMN falls in love with his step sister ann

and with his friend 3mm's advice, yYMN devises a plan to get

at the object of his passion. YMON resorts to a sick bed

and MT sends N to nurse him. The unknowing MmN prepares

food for him, and after sending his servants away, and being

Ho



alone with mn he violates her. His love turns quickly to
hatred and he banishes her from his house and she is left
sobbing in the street. =MN's brother DWYaAR hears of this
viclation and tells -mn to be silent about this for the time
being. DWWIN devises a plan to avenge yMmX, and so he does,
sending messengers to kill him. Word gets to M7 that DWwaN
killed all his sons, but 1m™» (the one who started the whole
mess) informs M7 that only YmMN was killed for what he had
done to Mmn. MT mourns for MmN and DWwaN escapes to his
maternal grandfather at "wy for 3 years. At that point M7

is consoled over ymX's loss and he longs for DWwax.

Hi



17 298

INY uses a wise woman to convince T to ask DWWIN back
from wy, 184
Compare these 2 brothers to yp and 7an.185
The law of DTNONW and the question of how MT could be
lenient on the laws of murder.18¢
The »Mn of naming someone after a dead relative.?l®
7T calls for DWvaN but won't see him.188
DWWAN's hair.1®°
NN TN NN, 120
DYwaN's children.19!
(a) DYYIN sends IN» to get an appointment with 7
‘ and TT refuses twice.l®?
{(b) DOWwYAXR burns aNn's field.l!®®
(c) aN» takes DWWAN's case to the king directly

and T is reconciled with owwanx.13¢

N2



1 218

(33) 1-20
(4R) 5-7
(4B) 7
(3A) 21-28
(3B) 26
(4B) 26
(3B) 27

REVIEW OF /218

aN» devises a plan to convince MT to ask DWWAN to

return from M. He has a wise woman ask T to take pity
on her sole surviving son. She says that this son killed
his brother and now the blood avengers in the family want
to kill him. The woman begs mercy for her son so she is
not totally bereft. This is meant to remind "7 of DWWIN
who killed yMmR yet who deserves mercy to return to the
palace. M7 agrees and calls for Dwwar but refuses to see
him. A small tangent n the chapter refers to DWWIN's good
looks, beautiful and heavy hvair and his 4 children. ™1
still refuses to see DWWAN and DWWAN twice appeals to ane
to return to the king. 21NV, who now sees that the king has
refused DWWAR, chooses not to go out on a limb for the

king's son. OWYIAN burns aNr's field and demands aNP's

43



intercession. aINY does intercede on DYWWaR's behalf and T7

reconciles with DWwaN.
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M"Y P

(34) DWVIAR steals the heart of YNNI M2 through VAW,
(3B) MV DWIIR NPD M from what 217
(33) (a) DWVYIAR goes to PN and the rebellion becomes strong -
NNR PN P 299,
(b) M7 is told of the full extent of the rebellion and of
DYVIAN's following?®® and flees DU,
(c) T leaves 10 DWAD92! to guard the palace. 202
(3B) (a) Identity of 99¥PNN 203,
(b) What are NDON 521 MON o720
(c) Who are the DTI?2%
(d)  ™T and AN, 29
(32) (a) The people begin to leave DUV with the PIN. 207
(b) M7 advises PYI¥ to take the PN back to DOWUYP. 208
(¢} MT crosses over DOIMN N,
(d) MT learns of D9PNN's treachery and asks Hashem to
confound his advice in the ears of DYJVWIN. 320°
(e) OOINN VN becomes a double agent.2%®
(4A) DY ANND to IMMMIAN or to PYIN. 230

(4B) NP T - MRD TN M.

b




MY_PIo

(3b) (a) 12

(b) 18
(c) 18
(c) 19-22

(3A) (a) 23-24

(b) 25-29
(c) 30
(d) 31
(e) 32-37
(4n) 24-2?
(4B) 31

REVIEW OF "0 P19
DYJVWIAN steals the hearts of the Israelites by convincing

them that he would be better at promulgating justice than M7T.

DWWVYIANR asks his father to take leave to fulfill a wvow in )YMan.

ye




While there he sends messages throughout Israel that he has been
crowned king. P0IPNN, a very successful adviser sides with
DYYYIAN and the rebellion was strengthened. M7 flees from DYV
but sends the PN home. MNT leaves 10 DWID9 to guard the house.
NT sends his friend PN AN home and MT and his people cry as
they cross over DPPMN 0. T hears of YMNN's treachery and
begs Hashem to confound his advice before DY2WAN. T sends
YDAND YWIN as a double agent to send PYI¥ and AMAN to report the

information back to MT.
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"o P9
TT and NN, 22
Does N1I’X speak the truth? 23
N 12 Oyny, 2
Personality of NM 12 Wnw, 218
2D INID PR MO OY ONnY Oon. If so, why does MT allow
WY to live? 216
M 5P, 27
T is weary and DOWN WM becomes a double agent. 228
DWWAR asks 99YNN's advice. 20
2>N3 R MNP, 20

Personality of S9WPNN. 222

48




(3B) 3

(3A) 5-13
(42) 5-13
(4B) 10-12
(4a2) 11
(3A) 14-19
(32) 20-23
(5) 23
(3n) 25

REVIEW QF t"V© D19

N1¥ slanders his master NWYAN before MT. He accuses
nYvan of hoping that MT would die (and evidently DWWIAN as
well) and that the kingdom would revert to the house of SWNV.
T accepts the slander and turns over all of NVY1AN's property
to NIN. A man from the house of 9WV, named NN )1 NV curses
T and expresses the wish that the kingdom revert to PP VIV.
YWIAN calls for KM )2 WNVW's head but NT pays no heed. T sees
Hashem's will in N7 )1 WNV's actions and does nothing to
WY, MT's friend YIIND "WIN becomes a double agent and
convinces DYYWINR that he has defected. At first, DWVWIN doubts
how loyal *YWN would be to him, if he could turn against his

friend, MT. OS¥YIN convinces DYWAN that his support of DWYVWIAN is

4g




not necessarily a rebellion against M7, but a support of a
particular son of MT to be the next king. This explanation
satisfies DWVWAN and he accepts OINN W,  D9MNN then advises
DWYVYAN to demonstrate his utter contempt for his father by
vioclating the 10 DWiDa NMT left behind in DOV, 99¥PAN's advice

at this time is tantamount to advice from Hashem.
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(34)

(a)

tll\ ',

SMMMNN advises DWWIN to pounce upon M7 at night,
immediately. 222

DYOVIAN seeks YWN's advice and W says to wait until
the morning for reinforcements. 223

DYOVANR accepts WN's advice and W gets word to M7
through' 2 men named YN and \NYNNR. 2

9NN sees that his advice is not heeded and he

commits suicide. 225

Other suicides in J"MN. 22

Laws concerning suicide. 2%7

DYYVIR appoints NWUNY as his chief general.

NVNY's lineage. 22

Nl 12 °av, 22 PON and YTYOM Y11 bring N7 food.
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(b) 5-13
(c) 14-22
(@) 23

(4n) 23

(4B) 23

(3n) 25

(3B) 25

(3) 27-29

REVIEW OF t" D19

SMNR advises DWWIAN to pounce upon T with 12,000
soldiers at night. Through this surprise, he would kill M7
alone and attract all of Israel to follow him. DWVWIR asks for
WIN's advice as well. OVIN disagrees with Y99YWPNXR and advises
DWWIN to wait until mornj.ng for reinforcements to arrive. NI
would never go down so easily without a fight. If DWWIR waits
for reinforcements, he will surely be successful. This advice of
WIN appealed to DWVWIR as part of MT's prayer that J9YMNN's
advice seem foolish in DWWAN's eyes. Two men, NN and \YNNR
are sent to inform MT of DWVYAN's plans and DYWVAN learns of
their plan. He sends men to capture YN’ and NY2)NXR but they

are hidden and escape to tell MT what to do. MT crosses the IV

52




and escapes far from DYWIN's charge. me’hN sees that his
advice is not heeded and he commits suicide. DYWWIR follows
MNT's camp across the )TV and appoints his cousin, RWYNY as his
chief géneral. T is assisted with food and provisions by 3

men, *IVY of MY, I and YYD N1,
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(33)

(4B)

(3B)

(5)
(5)

(3R)

(a)
(b)

(e)

(e)
(£)

(g)

ny ¢

MT divides his camp into 3 divisions.

TT wants to join the battle but is turned away. 23°

N7 instructs the people not to kill DWWIAN. 23

The battle rages in DMON332 70,232

DYVAR is trapped under a tree?*, caught by his hair.2s
One of ANY's men discovers DYVWAN and informs AR .23

ARY defies MT's orders?®’ and kills DYOWIAN.

TN T N, 238

(a)

(b)

ANY pronounces victory?®® and buries DYWWIN. 240

DYYVAN T 241 because DYVWAR has no children. 242

NPY DYYWANY Past perfect in TrIN.243

PN D AN - ANON DN W, e

NYNR and the YWD run to inform MT of the tidings at

war. 245
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(6)

(a)

(b)

Allow students to be creative in determining MVYIT on
examples of NMON DX V. 1Include the following DYDY,
as well as those in footnote #244.

NONN N:1 TPUNII DYV - M:) IV

MmO 2:7T MY DM TI3:ND TPYNII

The student must be familiar with the context of the
M09 in order to answer. All of these examples appear
in YY) VYO,

9"N say that MO71 should be made "IMWYD Wy

(:ND N2MN). The NM) questions whether that means to
bless before or after the action, and they bring

A"D U9 as a proof for one approéch. Which is it and

how is it used?

&5



ny M9

M7 divided his camp into three divisions and wants to join
the baﬁtle, but is turned away. 7T instructs the people not to
kill DWWAN. The battle rages in the forests of DMAXR, where the
trees were so dense that more people were killed by bumping into
trees, thickets and brush than by the sword itself.?*®* TT's men
get the upper hand and 20,000 of DYWIN's soldiers are killed.
DYYVAN is caught by his hair on a thick oak tree and is
suspended between the tree and the ground. A lad tells INY of
DYVIR's predicament and IRY rebukes him for not killing DYWOWIAN.
The lad reminds ANY of MT's charge not to harm DYWIAN, and ANV
disregarding this, kills DWVWAN and buries him in a pit in the
forest. DWVIX had erected in his lifetime a memorial to

himself, perhaps foreseeing his end.

NVDNNR, the son of PYIN volunteers to tell MT the news.
ARY advises him against it. T will not appreciate the news,
and it is better if someone unknown to M7 tells him of DWVIAR.
ANY sends a WD to tell MT and \XVONN overtakes him and reaches
MNT first. MNT is more interested in DWVINR's status than in the
battle. The D doesn't realize this and tells him that DYVINX

=

has peen killed.
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(3A)

(38)

"y 94
(a) T reacts to the news of DWVIAN's death.?*’
(b) 3ANXRY and the people hear of MT's reaction and IRV
rebukes T)7.248
(c) M7 appears before the people.??®
(d) To whom does "VONRD WR DI DNIWMN" refer??se
(e) All of ORIV 71 seek to re-appoint MT as their king.
(£) T seeks a return to his MIOM through NT VY.
"DRR V) NNY" - reminder from N:N above.
(g) 7T offers to replace ANY with XWny. 23
PP DY DPON YD NY non | 252
(h) Who is the subject of "THNX UKD N 115 vnn 253
(1) R )2 NV begs forgiveness and MT forgives.?*
90M behind MT's forgiveness of WHV, 2%
MNP on top of NN» 256
(a) Why does NM )1 WNVY refer to 9OV M1? He was from
PAN1 VYT
(b) Does M1's assurance of TNN NY contradict
V-N:1 'R DDOON?HE
(c) DWWV 12 NVan. Isn't NVIDON the son of NP2
(10 Pn9)2se

nwaran and MT. Was NV telling the truth?2¢?

(4B) NTUN PONTE - TN T DTN, 282

5



T and YRN1], 263

mAYh DMY 5P, 264

Who was DinnD?25

b:w NN and the other tribes share words.?2%¢

TONA YO MT Y. What are these MT WY?2€7

S8



(3R)

(4R)

(4R)

(e)
(£)
13

(g)

14

(1)
23-24

20

25-31
30
32-40
36
38-389

41-44

1y 1

10-11

12-13

14

15

le-24

59
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77 reacts with>great sorrow at the news of MYVAN's death.
IANY hears of MT's profuse crying and rebukes him for showing
more compassion to his enemies than to his friends. 2ARY insists
that T reconcile with the people immediately. The tribes
themselves are anxious to return the nation to a normal state and
N7 turns their hearts in that direction, with the help of RNWNY.
NVNY had been MYVAN's chief general and T had invited him to
replace AIRY even though NUNY had rebelled. XM Y2 WNVY is also
forgiven. MT meets NVLAND and we are reminded of the YW WD of
NN against NVIAND (chapter 16). TNT reacts here to it and
orders that NVAN's property be split with RI™W. T then
extends an invitation to YTYod»1 YOMNI1, who had helped M7 in his
flight from DWWANR, to join T in DOV, S5MI1 graciously
refuses but sends his son DNND to join MT. Then the tribes of
N7 and the other tribes come to harsh words about why TN was
the first to return MNT to his palace. NN’ responds that they
received nothing in return but that they are MT's kinsmen. The
other tribes respond that they also have a share in the king and
they want to assure that T harbors no lasting ill feelings

about the rebellion.
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12 (279
(32) (a) The revolt of 21 j1 Yaw.2e
(b) T sets aside his 10 DWI99 as NN MIMIOX. 269
(é) TT sends an army to fight D1 )2 yavw.2"
(d) The order of the above events needs explanation.?”
(e) AN kills Nwny.27
(£) 3ANXY plots with a wise woman to have D1 3 yav
killed.2™

(3B) Another list of MT's "cabinet".?™

REVIEW OF 'D P19

Another revolt threatens M7, this one led by 21 11 yav
from PN VY. TMNT sets aside the DWID9 that DWYWIAN had
violated, ag widows of a living husband. M7 dispatches RYNY to
fight D1 )3 YAV but XYNY is not up to the task and M7 sends
YWHAN in his stead. ANY kills an unsuspecting RUNY and the
people concentrate on capturing D1 J2 YaV. 501 2 VAV locks
himself in a town, and ANY threatens to destroy the entire town.
A wise woman is instrumental in sparing the town and handing over
VIV alone and the rebellion is over. Now that MT's kingdom is

secure, once again the cabinet of MT's staff is mentioned.

6l




(£)

(3B) 23-26

16-22

6




N"D DI

(3A) Famine strikes.?™

(3B) (é) Time frame of this famine.?’®
(b) MV MNON NY ., 277

(32) DY NN NN WNR.  When? 27

(3B) (a) The DMYIAX are described as "NNN DRI ) NOw 279

(4A) The D)W1) are here described as YMINRD MWMPND yet at t:0© ywvin
are from the "MN.28°

(34) (a) The demands of the DWW and MT's acguiescence.?®!
(b) M7 chooses 7 descendants of 9WV to kill.z2®2

(47) (a) Was 92 ever married to 9NMTY? Wasn't 1IN given to

ONOTY P 283
(b) 1Is 'rw-r"s acquiescence a violation of his oath at
AD-NO:TD 'R ONINwree

(4B) Laws of burial. DYINV's descendants seem to be hanging for
quite a long time.?®

(4B) PN N1 NONI protects the bodies and MT buries 5WVY and his
sons in a final resting place.?%¢

(3A) 1D MNN NIND Inyn . 287

(3A) Additional wars and battles.

(3B) (a) 1Identity of the N9 T5>.288

(b)) HNAYY ) NN NION NOy. 28

63




(¢) Who killed >Tn 532290

(d) P VR with 24 digits. Who had 16 digits?2%?

6H




N'D P9

(3A) 1

(3B) (a) 1
(k) 1

(38) 1

(3B) 2

(47) 2

(b) 7-9
(4a) 8
(4B) 9-14
(4B) 12-14
(3n) 14
(3a) 15-22

REVIEW QF N"J P29
Famine strikes Israel for three years and M7, in an attempt
to ward off the famine determines that it has struck because of
NVY's sins against the DMWY who had converted in the days of
VO, Thé OYW31X, although at the time considered Jews, do not
demonstrate Jewish behavior of mercy and cruelly ask for 7 lives
of DNVW's descendants. MNT gives over 7 descendants and allows

their bodies to hang for guite a time. N N3 NOYY cares for the

€5




bodies, and when they are taken down, M7 buries all the bones
together in the family plot?®® and then the famine ends. A number

of additional battles of MT are mentioned.

66




u 19
NIy
(a) When was this written?
.(b) Parallel to N"™ P9 ONN.
(c) Why are there slight differences between the two?2®3
Why "DIRVY 9OMI'?  Isn't WV included in the general NINN
from "PANR Don P24
9YT) and TN .25

MYNY OIPD 296

€




1(33)

1(3B)

51 (4B)

REVIEW OF "3 P19

NIPH YT divides this chapter into 9 sections.

D05
(1) »-1 Hashem is my salvation
(2) -7 Prayer because of affliction and pain
(3) YW-N Hashem's Divine Revelation
(4) D-% Hashem saves N7 from his enemies
(5) 2AY-ND Hashem's Divine Providence
(6) 2MM-2D Hashem helps M7 win his battles
(7) WM-TM The establishment of MNT's kingdom
(8) VN-M A concluding word on salvation
(9) NI Thanks to Hashem

6f




)"2 Ejg

(3A) DOMNNN NT 37,297
(a) INAW TP DY), 298
(b) I8 DINA DY, How does man coerce Hashem?29®
(c) 9P Dy ™I 12 XY D 300
(4A) Compare "DNIN" here to 2:39 MYUNI], V-N:T MNY, V:1 NN, 3%
(4B) Others who have "coerced" Hashem.?°? |
(3B) DN M, 303
(3A) A story of salvation at war.3®

(5) Differences with D" *2a7.305

@9




A" P9

(3A) 1-7
(a) 1
(b) 3
(c) 5
(3B) 8-39
(4B)
(44) 1
(34) 11-19

REVIEW OF 2"D P79
MT's final words are recorded in a brief passage.
Following this, a list of generals and warriors of M7 appears,
including such people as HNN PN, YD 3 WA, SWIAN and IANY.

A short story of heroics appears in the midst of the story.

no




1" P9

{3A) IT counts his people and the aftermath
(a) ONAWI MIND "N R qOM, What does this mean and why

would Hashem do it?3°¢ Why qOM?37

(b) DN T IR NOMN. Why is T being provoked to do
this?30

(c) ONIY> NN TN 0. What is wrong with this?30°

(d) ANY rebukes MT and is overcome, and ANY does as his

is told.3!"

(e) T regrets his actions.3

(£) 3 choices.3?

(g) TVT chooses. 3

(h) The pestilence strikes.3%

(1) 7T beseeches Hashem on behalf of 9NIY» 3 315

(3) ) instructs T how to end the pestilence.?®

(k) T builds a n:md to Hashem and the pestilence ends.3'’
(5) (a) The humility of »"yn.318

(b) The anger of Hashem -Anthropopathism,3?®

(c) The daily NN service.3?°

(d) Vicarious punishment - Why are so many Israelites

punished for MT's sin?3#

(4R) Lands purchased by Jews in T"In, 322

i




Why was this land chosen?323
DM 2T and our story - Find 3 differences and comment.3%

M7's continued preparation for the building of the

VIPNRN .33

grs




plinlira

(3a) (a) 1. (5) (a) 1
() 1 | (b) 1
(e} 1-2 (c) 14
(d) 3-9 (d) 16-17
(e) 10 (4B) 21-24
(£) 11-13 (3B) 18
{(a) 14
(h) 15-16
(1) 17
(3) 18-24
(k) 25

T _PID

The anger of Hashem incites TT to count the Israelites.
ARY tries to convince him not to, but to no avail. The task
takes over 9 months and MT's heart smites him for this act of
rebellion. T admits his guilt‘, and MIN T offers MNT to choose
his punishment between 7 years of famine, 3 years of flight from
his enemies or 3 days of pestilence. M7 chooses the pestilence
and 70,000 people die. T beseeches Hashem to leave the people

alone, meaning himself. T instructs M7 to build a haw to

13




Hashem on the threshing floor of YOX'n MMNX. NN offers M7
the place for free, but M7 insists on paying for it and he does.

7 builds a NIW there and cffers MNP and the NN ends.
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FOOTNOTES
(1) According to Rav Yosef Kara and Radak he was the son of a
convert from Amalek. Ralbag however considers that he was not
a convert at all but just resided amongst the Amalekites.
(2) "W MmNy DVYUN OIR PR" See Yevamot 25b, Ketubot 18b,
Sanhedrin 9b.
(3) See Rabbinic Reflections to Violation of Torah Law in the

Books of Joshua, Judges and Samuel, chapter 27.

Feaszon for David Wanting the Amalekite Lad
to be put to Death

Iorah,

Ex. 23:¢

.

Do not bring death on the innocent.

im (David) the news answered, I

snd the charicts and acrsemen cicsing in on him. He locked around and
zaw me, and he called =0 me. Yihien [ responded, "Here I am,” he asgs
me, "who are your'  And 1 otold him oTnas was an Amalskite Then hsz
csxid te me, "3Jtand ovar me. and finish me ofi Ior I am in agcny anc
carely alive.” zc z2to0d over nim and finished him orf, Tor I knaw
that he would naver rise frcom whare e was lying. and David =aid =c
Rim, Yyour blood De on your OWR O2ac Your cown mouth testifiied
said, I put the Lord’s anncinted o death.”

against you when you




Decceriphion of Viclation

It}

There appears to be no precedent in the Torah,justifying

Pavid’s actions in putting the Amalekite lad to death. The lad merely

who surely would have died even had the lad not

[

obeyed king Sau
1

killed him. How are David’'s actions to be explained?

Rabbinic Resolutions

{(53) Mekhilta Beshalah: Amalelk:Z2

to the lad thet told him {(of

YYan f/r 213 Nl David said

Saul’'s death) "VWVho are ycu?” He answered,

spfe NSN ’,f;w»m

St .f_ﬁ,x e ek (2 N

}J‘\//IP Q'? DQbJ ‘(cfl.',é ?C) Sanm.
(a0 \eN[ YNkie AN YYE called what had been told to Moses our
’ 2

J\,N/[[ .BN SV Y Ya
, NI foFPf'e ‘)"cun‘[ Pﬁm
ng?‘ fﬁ_’ }\J\NE 1[9 JATRNY

;H (’/fc H//r’//?'/\/ intle

"] am the son of an Amalekite convert X

1:13>. At that moment, David re-—

teacher - that i1f a person of any nation
should desire to convert to Judaismn,

aceept him, but a person from the house
of Amalek should not be received. Im@e—.

diately: And David said to him, ”your

> MY f? "D fe%j /} fN?
Y3 93N YNk ‘:JJ‘F (sCiee)

blood be in your own head. Your own
’ mouth testified against you."”
_(}(ﬁj’ Me)
(itid, 16>. Therefore the verse states,

"Throughout the generationg” (Ex.17:16).

16




(57>_Tanhuma Ki Tezeh:11

3END TN [t Y Nk
/A 3Mﬁ”,ﬂf& ~n{N 'é ”a
(?‘:éée)'JJk' 'ffhé e el

NN UNERED
(eﬁw I} f'N? 19 /b& \W./(&d.

) /JVQ? (}C?C€) Qe\ f'é 'J

A1 _,ewﬁ,_paat PN nad)
PINDY VY

Sere 48 ifa

David said to the lad that told him <of
Saul’s death) "Who are you?” He answered
"I am the son of an Amalekite stranger”

on of Doe

(]}

09

(I'I Sam. 1:13>. He was the

the Edomite. David said, "Your bvlood be

. 2
written.

U]

on ycur own head.” "Elocds” 1
Much bloecd have you shed; you killed the

priests of Nob.

Analveis of Rabbinic Resolutions

5§56 and 57 ignore the textual basis for the Amalekite lad’s

alleged guilt - for putti

perhaps because on this

killing the Am=lekite lad

die because he was an Amalekite,

the Lord’s annointed toc death.

\ .
ocasils

This is
alone, David was not justified in
According to § 56, the lad deservad to

a people who are biblically docomed do

1}
death. \? 56 teaches that even Amalekite converts to Judaism share

this fate. Thus the violation is denied. S S7 indicates that the
Amalekite lad was put to death for his apparent role in the killing of
o

the priests of Nob. Thus the violation is denied.
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(4) See Rabbinic Reflections, chapter 4, from Joshua 7: 20-Z26.

’

Chapter 4

Viglation of Prooer Judircial Procsdurs

Tarah

two o

=l

A person shall be out to death onmly om the testimony of

more wibtinesses: e must rmet be onht to desth on the testimony of &

single witrness.

JEEa v aoio-=8

Behan answered Joshua, "It 1= true, I heve sivmed agaisss
tne Gocd of Isrtael .. *tnes Jozshue anc &bl Isvasl owiitn aim. SooR
Reaay ww . a@nid all Isvazl o22lted Rim with shormes. They raizsd sz

T S it

Fuge moanc of stom@es over Sin owhich f

Desprimiion or Mielabiow
Taoran law reguives the ftestimonmy of twao wiitrnesszs for

conviction af a criminal offerse. How thern was 2cran 11Xsd 1w

n

1 . Thig passaps can

o Le fourd iwm J
Tamhuna YevyesheviEss c

~ke ode FRabbi Eliszer

1
1

T w
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Rabbinic Resolution

(10)B Sanhedrin 43bl
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(3)

See source cited at note 3 above, footnote #1. The scurces do
not condemn TOMANR’s lad for finishing him off at Judges 9:5.

This would appear to fortify the view that 117 killed the lad

for a reason other than because the lad killed YWV,

See

N NMN to Exodus

17:%.

Chazal

descendants taught OMN at P91 1, Gittin 57b.
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(1)

Chazal say that when someone loses a parent form whom he will
inherit, he says two blessings, one for the loss, 1 TM
MMX, and one for the inheritance, YWhnVY. MNMT also had both
emotions, one, for the loss of the king, and his close friend,
Y. The other emotion was joy over now being cleared to be

crowned king. N71’'s lamenting is much more pronounced here.

BERAKOTH 59b-

DWMn 290 P N Ml

L] I P W W R TN

NP N MM 2R v o Sen

7% 5T 8T e b Rt 8T

WINPT N3 N KT HW 5 27 5w Pt Manm manw
Ao N 5) bR 3wn R B N Sw S e Sy
TR IO O TR RO WM T TR KO MR NS
NTIT NI NWRNDNT I AT 2WMEM M0 N N

PSR PMT TR W TORRD A 8 AR e wn o ad

TIONPT TN RDWT WDIONN 2WEM 20 N3 W 8 Aoy
' MIna

_ One who has built a
new house or bought new clothes says: Blessed 1s He who has
kept us alive and brought us to this scason; |1 1t 18] for himself
along with others, he says: "Who 1s good and does good'?+—This
1s no contradiction. The one blessing? 1s said if he hasa partnership,
the others if he has no partnership. And thus it has been taught:
In a word, for his own things he says: Blessed is He who has kept
us alive and preserved us; for things which belong to him in con-
junction with this neighbour, he says: Blessed 1s He who is good
and does good.$ And if no-one is associated with him in the owner-
ship, does he never say the blessing, Who is good and does good?
Has it not been taught: If 2 man is told that his wife has borne a
son, he says: Blessed i1s He that is good and does good?—In that
case, too, his wife is associated with him, because she is glad to

Rambam Hilkhot Berachot 10:7

- . -
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Sanhedrin 20a

T 5537 TN ITIT 37 8N '
NOY M AN PRy A D 891 S S o ues s e
533 NID3T BN VIR OX PO RN TR NS R
e 85 08T 8w onrsd 8O POIMMIEN ST T uaN nuy
PP 8O NP e v Dnwrsd &0 oM nmoN 85 s on
PSIT FESRD MBI Y NOY I e 1501 Mo 3 e S !
51030 1" M M Y1 DS 8O PO N XS T A b3
PRISY (32%) 153 TR 2N B T ANT NS n5a3 A5y us b
DM oY CNY M Al mobs ey

Rab Judah said in Rab's name: Why was Abner punished?
— Because he should have protested to Saul'® but did not. F. isaac,
however, said: He did indeed do so. but was not heeded. Both
derive their views from the same verse, viz., 4nd the king lamented
for Abtier und said- Should Abner die as u churl dieth ? Thy hunds were not
bound nor thy feet put into fetters.* The one who says that he did not
protest, interprets it thus: Thy hands were not bound nor thy feet put
into fetters, why then didst thou not protest? [Therefore,] As a man
falleths before the children of iniquity so didst thou fall. The other who
maintains that Abner did protest but was not listened to, [holds
that] he [David] expressed his astonishment: Should he have died
as a churl dieth? Seeing that thou didst indeed protest to Saul,
Why, then, didst thou fall as a man falleth before the children of iniquity?
But on the view thac he did protest, why was he punished?—R.
Nahman b. Isaac says: Because he delayed the accession of David's

dynasty by two and a half years.?

. Tosafot

3130 9h . o pTin NMRR

3 £} PET
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Bereshis Rabbah 82:4
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Pt oy PN NI PUTY DSM SIN MEER VIEN PN XM
(7 °0) TN ' ARIS EON AN CTORM T SATDNTN ST N
DN mY o e o Y e ane i ot
WP SR R P WP RPD 80X T el Py
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- Rashi, Bereshis 32:11
b 005
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(8)

T"IN refers to a number of books such as AN 99D which we do
not have today. See a treatment of 9N 99D from the following

sources. Additional books of this sort are listed below with

their biblical citations. This list 1s taken from Sid Z.

Leiman’s,

[+ A NS’ 180
2,48 w7
3.4¢ 2" 900
4.3 AW M3 900
5.%1 2515 ot 931 oo

Lxoen
6.2 *25n5 ot 3T o

AT
7.3 wn i 950
8.%* SR *55n DD

g 33 T 9915 o *937 oD

10,360 TRI7 YRIw 31
57 .
I X237 101937
12.2° R T
. A T3 2
13.%9 N5 TR Dl
4.9 IR TY mm
15.0¢ R337 WRY 93
16.°2 atna Y M
17.%3 1Y R°317 WA

18.9%  Sxwm a1y o°95na 150

19.93 "7 72 XY 3T
20.%¢ o%n DD wIn
21.07 Y

. MY T
22.°% SRR
23.09 apath R e Rl L T
2479 sneobnSomeoaTaoo

oM

"Can onization", New Haven,

1974, pp 17-18.

Book of the Wars ol the
Lord
“Book of Jushar™

Book of Song

Book ol the Acts of
Solomon

Book ol the Chronicles ol
the Kings ol Isruel

Book of the Chronicles of
the Kings of Judal

Book of Genealogy

Book of the Kings of Israel
Book of the Chronicles

of King David

Chronicles of Sumuc! the
seer

Chronicles of Nathan the
prophet

Chronicles of Gad the scer
Prophecy ol Ahijuh the
Shilonite

Visions ol ldde the scer
Chronicles of Shemaiah the
prophet

Chlironicles of 1ddo the scer
Midrash of the prophet 1ddo
Book ef the Kings of
Judah and Israel
Chronicles of Jehu the son
ol Hanani

Midrash on the Book of
Kings

Acts ol Uzziah

Chranicles ol Hozui

Book of Records, The
Annals ;
Book of the Chronicles of
the Kings of Media and
Persia

85




(11)

(12)

(13)

47. Nu. 21:14. . .

48. Josh. 10:13 and [Sam. 10;25. Sce note 49.

49. 1K 8:13; so according to LXX. Some scholars conjecture that the 1XX
Hebrew vorluge read m0+n 90, See O. Eissleldt, op. cir., p. 133.

50. 1K ]1:41. :

51, LK 14:19, 15:31, and elscwhere.

52. 1K 14:29, 15:7, and clsewhere.

53. Nch. 7:5.

54. ICh 9:1 and 2Ch 20:34.

55. 1Ch 27:24; so according to LXX.

50. 1Ch 29:29.

57. 1Ch 29:29 and 2Ch 9:29.

58. 1Ch 29%:29.

59. 2Ch 9:29.

60. 2Ch 9:29. Probably the same work as numbers 16 and 17 of this list.

6l. 2Ch 12:15.

62. 2Ch 12:15.

63. 2Ch 13:22.

64. 2Ch 16:11. Probably not to be distinguished {rom numbers 5, 6, and 8 of this
list. See also 2Ch 35:26.

65. 2Ch 20:34.

66. 2Ch 24:27.

67. 2Ch 26:22.

68. 2Ch 33:19.

09. Est. 6:1. For the rendering ol the title, see the Jewish Publication Society
tanslation of the Scroll of Esther in H.L. Ginsberg, ed., The Five Mogifion:
and Jonalr.

70, Lst. 10:2.

See Ralbag v.l4A and NN NN cited above #6.

The student should analyze 31:4-7 and determine that if the
YPONY W) was telling the truth, that he had to have killed
SINVY before v.6. See the next guestion.

When 9WRVY falls on his sword, we read 9y 99, When his lad
falls on his sword we read NM"M...Y9, implying that YSWVY’s
fall was not fatal. Malbim makes this point.

This refers back to what the men of Y9} W1 did at M-N:N5
"R ONINY,

According to Chazal, MR was punished for appointing NV WX
king. See Sanhedrin 20a. Tosafot cites a Midrash that says
that W31 WYX was destined to be king based on a prophecy to
APV, The original Midrash 1is cited below, as well as Rashi

to N:1Y MYNRIL where it is cited.

g6




(14) "Y1 at V:IND TPURI -pPNNN N"T clearly saw this as more than

just a "PNVN", a game.

(15) This war "game" needs explanation. Y. Yadin, nMAYMN NORSH

(16)

NIPNI MNINL. Page 235, suggests that MIN  and INY planned
to use the outcome of this mini-war as a determining factor
over which kingdom will rule over Israel. Yadin found similar
such "deals" in an inscription found at GNYN YN (which is the
Biblical T mentioned at 1:V /N D010 ,2>:t5 Wwpdyw) ., 1)
also seems to be making such a deal at V-N:¥ N DNNY., A
small scale war of 12 against 12 would determine the outcome
of the kingdoms. Chazal are critical of "™MANR for making a

"DAVN" out of the lives of young lads. See N:N RO MO,

FIRD TRINT D ST DN

ey Bam I Y AN , . , e
o T SR T
ONIWY may represent the inexperienced leadership of TV’'s
kingdom as opposed to "MIN who represents the seasoned
leadership of 9WV. In this match "AR succeeds. HYNIWY’s
brothers will «continue to act in an impetuous manner

throughout 72 9NV (see for instance N1’ s responses to their

brashness 3:39; 16:10; 19:23). In the end, however, IRV s

side prevails, representing "Vi’s ultimate success.

g1




(17) How do we come to these numbers if initially this war was

fought 12 against 12? Evidently new fighters came along,

perhaps at 1"2 P109.

(18) Although these names appear to be inconsequential here, the

names and especially their order will become relevant in later

stories. The order 1is:

1. NN
2. aANd>
3. DBVINR
4. WPYIR
5. MVaY
6. DV

(19) TMIN was the one who crowned N¥1 YN king in the first place.
V.11l shows that the power in the throne was with AN all
along.

(20) Remember that 92N was taken from M7 at the end of N SNMnY

a"s PI9. See N YNV footnote 220.

(21) "TAN realizes that it is in his own best interests that he

follow T because he can clearly see that T had been

destined for the kingship all along as these verses indicate.

%8




(22) aANY makes it appear that he is killing MAN as a traitor of

the king

(vv.

24-25).

Yet the text indicates that his real

motivation is to avenge his brother DNIWY’'s blood (vv. 27:30).

See a rabbinic treatment of ARY’s vengeance at Sanhedrin 49a.
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X DoNOB moEm T oopm ooNr Ny w035 mpn eor

RIS D NIN DT WROTTONT MDND ATET IS TR SN EIN
a7 En L AN e e musad S owmm e e
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But for David.'? [oab would not have
succeeded int! war; and but for Joab. David cauld not have devored
himself to [the study of ] the Torah. for it is written. Aid David
exccuted justice and righteousness for all lus people. and foub the son of
Zerutah was over the host:'*—1e., why was David ableio execute
YJustice and righteousness for ull his people’? — Because Joub wus over the
host." And why was “Joab over the host'? ' — Because " Durnd exveuted
Justice and righteousness for all his people.
And when Joub was come out froms Dasid he sent messengers arter Abier

and they brought him buck from Bor-Sira.* What meaning has [the name’
Bor-Sira?~R. Abba b. Kahana said: Bor: and St'ru; cau;cd Abner
to be killed ©

And Joab took him aside o the midst of the gute to speak with him
quictly.s R. Johanan said: He judged him according to the law of
the Sanhedrin. ¢ Thus he asked him: “Why didst thou kill Asahel?’
— 'Because Asahel was my pursuer.” “Then thou shouldst have
saved thyself” at the cost of one of his limbs!" ‘I could not do that.’
fhe answered]. ‘If thou couldst aim exactly at his fifth rib, couldst
thou not have prevailed against him by [wounding] one of his

limbs?’

(13 Ibidl T, 26, (2) 3, “well’, hence container of water, a pitcher. (3) =z,
4 thorn-bush. @ The explanation of this statement is tound in [ Sotah [, where
ane of the reasans given for Abner’s death was his indifference to the effecting
ot a recanctliation between Saul and David, instead of seeking which, he rather
endeavoured to increase their hatred. He did nat take advantage of the fol-
lowing two occasions when he might have brought about the recanciliation:
One. when Saul entered the cave of En-Gedi where David and his band were
hidden, and the latter. though he could have destroved his pursuer, contented
himself with merely cutting off the skirt of his robe (I Sam. XXIV', 4). The
second time, in the wilderness of Ziph, when David found Saul sleeping and
took the spear and jug of water from beside his head (tbid. XXIV, 12}, sub-
sequently reproaching Abner for not watching better over the King. Abner,
however, made nought of this genoreus treatment nf Sand by David, vontending
that the jug of water might have been given to David by one of the servants,
whilst the skirt of the robe might have been torn away by a thorn-bush, and

left hanging. These two incidents are hinted at in the words Bor {well. 1.e.. a

9

jug of water), and Sire {a thorn-bush).




(23) It is crucial for the sake of peace between the house of MM

(24)

and the house of YNV, that it doesn’t appear that M1 was
behind "MAN’s death. The people were satisfied that M1 had
nothing to do with it as vv. 36-37 indicate. Chazal indicate
(Sanhedrin 18a) that a king doesn’t leave his palace to attend
a funeral. M1 in his attempt to pacify the people, went
bevond the letter of the law in eulogizing AN,

Chazal say that N9W (v.5) was 92", and solve whatever
problems that assertion carries. See below. Also, this list
contains the sons born to T in NI2AN. Since 92D is not with

‘7 all this time, she is not listed here.
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MISHNAH. NEITHER SHALL HE MULTIPLY WIVES TO
HIMSELF!— ONLY EIGHTEEN. R, JUDAH SAID: HE MAY HAVE
MORE, PROVIDED THEY DO NOT TURN AWAY HIS HEART. R.
SIMEON SAID: HE MUST NOT MARRY EVEN ONE WHO MAY TURN
AWAY HIS HEART. WHY THEN IS IT WRITTEN, NEITHER SHALL
HEMULTIPLY WIVES TO HIMSELF?5—EVEN THOUGH THEY
BE WOMEN LIKE ABIGAIL.S

q¢




(25)
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Whence do we deduce the number eighteen? — From the verse,
And unto David were sons born in Hebron: and his first-born was Ammion
of Ahinoam the Jezreelitess;: the second, Chileab of Abigail the wife of
Nabal the Curmelite; the third Absalom the son of Muacah: and the
fourth. Adonijuh the son of Haggith and the fifth, Shefatiah the son of
Abital; and the sixth, Tthream of Eqluh, Duvid's wife. These were bory
to Davad in Hebron.” And of them the Prophet said: .4nd if that
were 100 little, then weuld T add unto thee the like of these, [I\'.l-hcnmhj
and the like of these, [w&kahennah].‘ each ‘kahennah' mplying six,
which, with the original six, makes eighteen inall. Rabina objected:
\Vh_v not assume that ‘Lufiennal’ implies twelve,  and ‘we-kahennaly,
twenty-four?’ It has indeed been taught likewise: ‘He shall not
muleiply wives to himself bevond twenty-tour.” And according to

him who interprets the redundant ‘waw’, it ought to be forty-
eight. And it has been taught even so: ‘He shall not multiply wives
to himself, more than forty-eight.” Then what is the reason of the
Tanma of our Mishnah? — R, Kahana said: He parallels the second
"kahennak' wich the first; thus, just as the firsc ‘kahennah’ indicates
[an increase of]six, so does the second. But there was Michal too!s
—Rab said: Egluk is Michal. And why was she called Eglah? Be-
cause she was belaved by him. as an Eglul [calf] by its mother.
And thus it Is said, If ye had wot ploughed with iy hesfer erc. € Bue did
Michal have children? Is it not writcen. Amd Michal the danghter
of Suul had wo child unto the day of her death?7— R. Hisda said: She
had no child until che dav of her death, but on the day of her
death she did.8

Let us see then: His children are enumerated “1s born}in Hebron,
whereas the incident with Michal® occurred in Jerusalen, = as 1t
is writren, Michal the dasighter of Saul locked out at the window. and
saw king David leaping und dunetng before the Lond. and she despised him
i her heart. 't And Rab Judah, or according to others, R. Joseph.
said: Michal received her due pumshnient /' — But we might argue
thus: Prior to that incident she did have “children], but after it
she did not. '

The Mishna, Sanhedrin 2:1 says that no man may marry the widow

of a former king. Rabbi Yehuda says that a new king may marry

a former king’s wives. VW1 WNR’'s accusations therefore,

against MNAN have wider ramifications. The same can be shown

regarding DYVYAR's rebelliousness at 19-RI 0 1 YNMNY, as

well as MYV’ s anger at YWMYIN at NO=» :1 'R DDOON.

N CHIS W ; H SAID: &
aFapl i“\'wu i’N" NOR MAY ANY ONE MARRY HIS WIDOW. R, JUDA
. ' : ; q \ THE
KING MAY MARRY A KING S WIDOW, FOR 50 WE FIND IN THE
20N RS 3 THE WIDOW L asITIS
%3‘ W o8 NI M3 CASE OF DAVID WHO MARRIED THE WIDOW OF SAUL, AS

: THY 'S HOUSE AND
WRITTEN, ANDT GAVE THEE THY MASTER

‘ .lp‘ﬁ: THY MASTER' S WIVES INTO THY BOSOM.J

8




(26) See the discussions below from PITNO Mooy as quoted form
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(27) Chazal maintain that 7T went overboard in his curse of aANY,

and that the curse ended up on his own descendants.
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Rab Judah said in Rab's name: All the curses wherewith David
cursed Joab were fulilled in David's own descendants. Tt is
written:] Let there not fail from the hewse of Joab one that hatl an issue,

qa




(28)

(29)

(30)

(31)

(32)

or that is « leper, or that leaneth on a staff, or that fulleth by the Sword,
or that lucketh bread s 'He that hath an issue’ [was {ulﬁlled] in Reho.
boam, * for it 1s written, Aud king Reloboum mude speeds to get him
up to his chariot to flee to Jerusalem; € whilst it is elsewhere written, 4ng
what saddle soever he that hatlt the issue rideth upon shall be unclean. »
‘A leper’ —Uzz1ah,® for 1t 1s wricten, But when e was strong his heart
was lifted up so that he did corrnptly, and he trespussed against the Lord
kis God, for he went unto the Temple of the Lord to burn the incense upon
the altar of incense; and it 1s further written, And the leprosy broke
forth on his forehcad ' "He that leancth on a staff — Asa 't for jr 4
written, Onlyin the time of lis age he was diseased tn his feet: = concerning
which Rab Judah said in Rab’s name: He was afflicted with gour. 1
Mar Zutra the son of R. Nahman asked R. Nahman: What i;it [this
complaint] Ike? — He answered: Like a needle in the raw flesh. Buz
how.did he [R. Nahman] know that?—Either because he himself
suffered with it; alternatively, he had a tradition from his teacher;
or again [he knew it] because, The secrets of the Lord is with them
that fear Him, and His covenant to make them know it. 5" He that falleth
by the sword.”— Josiah . '€ for it 1s written, And the archers shot at king
Jostal: 17 concerning which Rab Judah said in Rab’s name: The;'
riddled his body like a steve. That lacketh bread” —Techontah '8 for I:t
is writeen, nd for Jus allowance. there was o continual allewance grven

Iim :’lﬂ_y the :'ciu:{},

See above, footnote 24.

While these were not the borders of Israel, the terminology

is very often used in T"I to denote the span of North to

South in Israel.

See above 2: 15-23.
See also MT’'s feelings at N:2 'N DOOn.

nwaN’s reference here is not important for the story on

hand, but he will surface again in ‘2 YRWOVY, at Chapter 16:

1-4 and 19: 25-31. 5NV also had a son named TWI9Y and he is

mentioned once at 21:8. See the DOVITD below concerning

nvan, from T'IMNN UNN. Notfe the connections drawn between

ERES S

NV and MW WX both here and in 34 below.
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(33) Once again someone standing in the way of M1’s kingship is

(34)

killed and 7 laments the death. When 9IRVY and "MANR were

killed, the ’P5NYN W) and 2RY both thought they were doing

NY a favor. 209 and MY have similar intenticons here. Once

again, M7 leaves no mistake in anyone’s heart tilat he himself
was not behind this assassination.

This is a sign of MOVINN (laziness). M7, according to Chazal
(Berachot 3b-4a) spent the entire day with concerns of matters
of N99N and building up the economy and infrastructure of

Israel. N7 even arose at midnight to recite O’SPN! Contrast

94




this with NVW2 VN who sleeps in the afternoon. It is ironic

to note that one time when M7 sleeps in the afternoon, he too

comes upon a tragic story - See below 11:2.
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A harp was hangimg above
David’s bed. As soon as midmight arrived, a North wind came
and blew upon it and it played of itself. He arose immediatc_[y and
studied the Torah ¢l the break of dawn. After the break of dawn
the wise men of [srael came 1n to see him and said to himi: Our lord,
the King, Israel your people require sustenance! He said to them:
et them go out and make a living one from the other.8 They said

to him: A handtul cannet satisly a lion, nor can a pit be filled up

with its own clods. ! He said to them: Then g0 out In troops and
attack [the enemy [or plunder]. They at once took counsel with
Ahithofel and consulted the Sanhedrin and questioned the Urin
and Tummim.* R, Joseph says: What verse [may be cited in support
of this]? Aud after Ahilho/el was Jehoiudu, the son of Benatal,d and
Abiathar; and the captain of the King's host wus Joub. 4 ‘Ahithofel', this
was the counsellor. And so it is said: Now the counsel of Ahithofel,
which he counselled in those days, was as if a man inquired of the word
of God.s [4u] ‘Benaiuk the son of Jehotudd’, this means the Sanhedrin.
‘And Abiathar' .6 these are the Urim and Tummim. And so it says:
And Benaiah the son of Jelhoiada was over the Kerethi und Pelethi.?
Why are they8 called ‘Kerethi’ and ‘Pelethi’? Kerethi, because their
words are decisive [korethim]; Pelethi, because they are distinguished
[mufla’sm) through their words. And then comes 'the captain of the
King's host Joab’. R. Isaac b, Adda says: (Some say, R _Isaac the son
of Addi says) Which verse?s Awake, my glory; awake, psaltery and
harp; I will awake the dawn. :
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(3R)

(3B)

(3R)

(3B)

(3R)

(4R)

(4B)

(6)

DP9
N7 is crowned king over all Israel in MMAN at the age of 30.
DY is mentioned although the city was not yet captured by -
M™1.* (It is also called 1 MYy .
M7 conguers DOYWVP?, as part of a very unusual interaction
with the >0 (1) What was told to T in v.6"
(2) What did N1 say in v.8"
(3) Why did M7 hate the lame and the
blind?®
(4) Why was there a saying
"IN N N XY Noo et
(5) Why does M1 choose DO to
congquer immediately?45
Additional children of M7.°°

Different reactions of ¥ T9on TN and DMVWYY to N's
ascension to the throne.®

Compare the different reactions of 10 D931 and YWY and 195
to seeing the same thing. Compare Y and PYMY’s reactions
to hearing the same thinq.“3

Human nature between 0PN and the DNWYS™

Homework DOV is mentioned as a Jewish city even before it

13




was conqgquered. Show how a similar phenomenon occurs in the
following DD9:>°
T-3:2 PUNI

T OPURI

T IPURIL

T35 UNRIL

N2 NV

\l




(35)

(36)

(37)

(38)

(39)

(40)

See 'N Y9NV footnote #1987, for a list of 10 9 YpP’s in
I")N. They are recorded in N:T> N2 2N as well as in M"VWM
to I¥:) MMVY. This MM DP however, is not cited in either
source. 1N: N3 TPVYXRII, commenting on MN:MD TPYNIA includes
this in its list of 9m¥M YPp’s.

This is an example of foreshadowing. See ‘N YNV notes #102
and #240.

It must be assumed that the rest of his body, which was
immediately found was buried separately. M7 apparently made
no attempt to bury the head with the rest of the body.

This is done quite often in T")N. See especially N2:10 NNV,
Recognize that DY is almost always spelled without the

second ‘Y. Exceptions N0 Ny

1:1 MON
N:ND "1 D Mat
v:1b 2 DN Mat
YO is identified with DUV at N"D:N™ YU’ and

N DU and T R DD N1T. W11 is one of the

seven Canaanite nations and is wusually mentioned last,
according to NIPM NYI1, because it was conguered last. See VT

NIAPY to i) YWD,
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(41)

See a collection

Da’at Mikra Yehoshua 3:10
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(42) This condition can only be understood in light of the parallel
verses in LN ‘N DN 27, There NMT says that whoever

reaches the MY (at the gate of the city) first will be made

head of the army. MT was giving incentive to conguer the

o1,

9%




(43)

The answer to this question is evident from the sources at 41
above. Another explanation can be that the 1 soldiers hid
behind the lame and blind and advanced thus before MNM1’s
soldiers. N7 was bewildered. Should he attack these
defenseless soldiers or continue to allow those behind them
to advance? T attacked the lame and the blind and from then
on, every time he saw a lame or blind man he was reminded of
this unfortunate event. He thus preferred not to see them and
not be reminded of it.

See the end of the previous footnote. RIPHD NYT suggests that

17 meant to include all O™, even the lame and the blind.

There are a number of 9™ »MNNM that point to OIS

special status already from the time of creation. According
to Y™N, the world itself was created from DU, See below,
Tosefta, Yoma, chapter 2. Its special status was predicted by
ONNAR (T:ad IPUYRIL) . the Torah obviously refers to DYUYD
when it says N2> AUR OWHON throughout 017 79D. See the
opinions below why the NMN does not refer there specifically
to DYVYY.
Tosefta Yoma 2:12
RRIPY TR NN DR [oenan mete] 00) mp (2) 1R 2. |
PIRN SBMwD s [ O] (35 v FORRRE MR 43 PN o s

ez () s o v pueh by g [ Iepe] ) v adyn
2 () yoan ohi e Yoo s (> edor) mesw oYpn [Anes) (%)
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Rambam
GUIDE FOR THE PERPLEXED

THE DIVINE COMMANDMENTS

CHAPTER XLV

For three practical reasons the name of the place is not distinctly stated in

the Law, but indicated in the phrase “ To the place which the Lord will

choose ”” (Deut. xi. 11, etc.). First, if the nations had learnt that this place

was to be the centre of the highest religious truths, they would occupy it, or

ﬁ‘ght about it most perseveringly. Secondly, those who were then in posses-

sion of it might destroy and ruin the place with all their might. Thirdly,

and chiefly, every one of the twelve tribes would desire to have this place in

its borders and under its control ; this would lead to divisions and discord,

such as were caused by the desire for the priesthood. Therefore it was

commanded that the Temple should not be built before the election of a

king who would order its erection, and thus remove the cause of discord.

We have explained this in the Section on Judges (ch. xli.).
Remember the 1lst list of TV1’s children at N-N:} 2 SNV,
0PN take advantage of M1’ s kingship and his overture paid
off. NNYVY used OPN’s talents in building the WIPHM M. The
DNVYO9 however, who continued their fight with SN )1, were

hardly heard from again after MT’'s time.

These comparisons can also be assigned for homework or a class
exercise.

The trait at work here is stubbornness, in addition, of course
to evil. PYMY and the 10 DY stubbornly hold on to their

opinions regarding God, the Jews and Israel, which is what the

D'NVYY are doing here.

See "N DNWVY footnote 29.

NY2 VR was apparently crowned king after his father 9NV
died, and he ruléd for 2 years (*:2 1"V). Assuming that this

100




(32)

(53)

chapter takes élace right after VW1 WNR’'s death, N7 ruled
over all of Israel in NN for 5 years.

Recall the travels of the NI taken by the D'NVWY9 in

-0 P9 ‘N DNV, The last stop was at the house of 21YaN
at Nyad, R:¥ OV. The next story involves 21IYAR’s son, NtV
(also spelled MY - See "N SNV footnote #193).

NYW's story is very difficult to teach. what did he do wrong?
What should he have done? See the treatment of Nehama
Leibowitz. Studies on the Parsha, Shmini, chapter 5 and Y.
Yaacovson, NIPHRN MO, PNV NS pp. 255-264.

Contrast the success the "W brings DYIR T1W here, with the
havoc it wreaks at 1-N .'N IRV, See 'N YNV notes 46-48.
The NMN explicitly instructs that the NN should be carried
on the shoulders of the descendants of nNNPJ. See U-Y :t 92T1N2
which makes this c¢lear. How could M1 therefore err on
something every schoolchild could know? >"¥3 at N"D 0P YD
says that M7 knew this N2YN, but for NYY NRMN, wanted to
return the )1 home the way it came from the DNVWIS (cf.
¥:) ‘N OOYNMVY) . This answer also appears in the W9
attributed to WY, :X N DO "M2AT. The Vilna Gaon, in his

commentary to 21:10 'R DO MAT says that MT thought the

/oi




(56)

(357)

command of "INV 93ND1" was only relevant to the 271N M7 when
the W was carried very often, but not to subsequent
generations.

"N generally viewed 27 and Y¥MAN as dying the death of the
righteous. A brief overview of the DVATND on them brought down
in T"NN WX would lead to this conclusion. If so, the choice
of this reading as the NMMVAN of NV NV (when it is not
a special NAVY) reveals that MY also died the death of the
righteous. Notice the various hints at ¥WaAX) 27) in the name
of 2ATYIN )2 N, Also‘the NMODY of IWMPAN & 1T) and N}V or
MY are all gquite similar.

See Rabbinic Reflections, Violation of Torah Law in the Books

of Joshua, Judges and Samuel, chapter 15.
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(58) Recall that bn(w was weak 1in his kingly duties for feag of
veering off of public opinion. (See 'N 9NWVY footnote #98).
N1 reminds 93" that she grew up in a home where her father
would truly never do what M7 was doing. He’d be too concerned
with T35 and public opinion to dance in this manner. 17
teaches that before ', no human, not even the king, ought to
be concerned with T1A5. NT is telling 92 that she is

behaving like her father and this behavior is precisely why

her father {(or her brother) is not king. M7 does what he
feels is right, regardless of public opinion. Moreover, M1
declares at v.22 that the people will honor Y1 all the more
for losing control before Hashem. See Rashi and Radak v.22,

and also 329 Ma%1 MO NN MWYD L 0"anA.
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(59) At M:ND '3 SNV we read the 92°M had a number of children.
5" maintain (VY PITMNIO) that these were actually the children of

19, born to YNTY (See V-MY N HNMVY), but that 1M died and

92 raised the children. They are therefore referred to as her

own. Also, see above, #24. The same NI) maintains that N9y,

mother of DYIM was actually 92 . If so, she did have children.

Two solutions present themselves. (1) She had DOV before this

event, (2) She had QY the day she died. In fact Y™ who present

this question themselves, point to the second solution. Of course,

VY9 there is no problem.

(60) Footnote 55 above refers to the WP9 of V¥ to DM AT,

Most scholarly opinions consider that this commentary is not

"Y1, and they cite the following reasons:
(1) ?"17 says in his introduction to D% *>71T that up to

his day, no commentary to O 17T exists and for that

reason he is writing one himself. One would think that

10g




(61)

if someone as famous as WY had written one, sdmeone
else as famous as P"T1 would know about it! Actually the
MavI "HYa in .V 9T NPY NOUN make reference to a
commentary to D% *M1T written by N} YO 19 which
"1 apparently also was not familiar with.

(2) ™V to DM *M1T often contradicts, and sometimes
vehemently with similar comments made in parallel D109
in YNWVY and 0%,

(3) YWY to BN Y27 cites YVI! Nowhere else in his
commentary does W7 cite himself.

These and other reasons point to the direction that V1 did

not comment on M1 M1AT. 'V alsc did not finish IR 190.

Towards the end of M P3O IVPN most texts of MM MNIPN

read O"YI YUY IR TR NOM OV WO RO TY. Who actually

wrote these commentaries 1is a very complicated issue and

beyohd our scope here.

There are 3 verses in AT 199 where the formula precedes a

MNN. In the order that Y"N give to their observance, the

first 1is -the appointment of a king, T:¥ M7, and the

second is the destruction of PYNY ,V:11D OMIAT. These two were

already commanded and observed to various extents. The third




MY is the building of the WIPHNN M1, at *:1* BM1T. Now that
N7 has reached this stage, he 1is ready to build the M
VIPHNN. This is not the first time, though that we have reached
this formula in DN’1). A similar verse appears at IN:R3 YN
and N:)2 YN, We must conclude that YW didn’t destroy
PO9MY and build the WIPHMN M2 because he was too old as the
second verse indicates. Also, perhaps for these purposes he
did not have a YT of a 79 and as cited above , the
appointment of a king 1s a necessary pre-requisite for the
destruction of PY9MY and the building of the WIPNN M1a. Of the

following source. San  20b.

2pn panb InEaa SR MEEd MIs WO NN EY 2 XN
PTTN ATRan A enb ezt ey Sw o rsm o o>
A pbipa b mertn o Gy 0N N FOWIN s R
b Sem® Tae o KON NS PN BTN TR oY Tepnot o
W FOMA mRRA AN CR0 Auab aN P aN e b e Oy
‘mmvann 5 £ob IS S s Tonn oey S Amznd
AR Foy S AManST RN T AR TR TR DIPN O A
aEs B I MR T RN 2w 0D N N RT3

SN FRDD TN N3 NG N2T 103 R R me 230

It has been taught: R. Jose® said: Three commandments were
given to Israel when they entered the land; [1] to appoint a king;
[i) to cut off the seed of Amalek; [ili] and to build themselves the
chosen house [i.e. the Temple] and I do not know which of them
has priority. But, when it 1s said: The hand upou the throne of the
Lord, the Lord will have war with Amalck from generation to generation, '3
we must infer that they had first to set up a king, for “throne’
implies a king, as it is written, Then Solomen sut o the throne of the
Lord uskmg.'s Yet Isull do not know which [of the other two Jcomes
first, the building of the chosen Temple or the cutting off of the
seed of Amalek. Hence, when it is written, And when He giveth
you rest from all your encanes round about e, and then [Scripture
proceeds], Then it shall come to pass that the plece which the Lord your
God shall choose,’s it is to be inferred that the extermination of
Amalek 1s first. And so it s written of David, And it cume o pass
when the king dwelt in lus house, and the Lord kad given hine rest from his
cuemies round about, and the passage contmucs; that the king saul
wito Nathaw the Prophes: Sec now, I dwell i a house of cedars e1c.+6

1o




(62)

By contrasting his own M1 with the DWM which stands within
a curtain, MNT indicates a desires to build Hashem a house.
The command to seek out a place for Hashem’s dwelling, whether
at MN:ND MNY , "ODIN2 SNV WUIPH 5 W' or N:1 DM,

"NY NN WA MOWO" refers to finding a place, but not
necessarily a house. APYW’' s declaration at 223:ND MYNML is an
indication of the pursuit of finding specifically a house for

Hashem. See Rashi J:2 YW1y,

Y (a)
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(63)

(65)

(66)

(67)

It would appear that (M is permitting M7 to do as he

pleases. The next day, he will have to excuse the mistaken

impression he may have given MNMT. MNT reacts to the
disappointment graciously as the chapter continues to tell.
Hashem’s reaction indicates that this is long overdue. See
below, end of chapter 24.

That son is not named here. However, in V:1D 'R D) "MA2A71 the
name MOV is mentioned.

N1 already has a number of older sons as was mentioned
earlier in ") PI9. Some of these older sons will later vie for
the kingdom. M7 knew already that none of them would rule.
See -1:1D0 /N DN >’l:l'1'. The refusal of 11 is based on the

blood he spilled and the wars he fought. MM5Y mentions only

the latter at ®:N 'N DOON.

tomop M uR N AEoeh M s

MM oy i eor i owh 3 moab vaab
-u:m'RB mey mH'u mnn‘vm n:su :1‘7 o7 'mx‘v
Rl 'JBB YN n::su D37 o7 '3 *r:u‘a 3
v:\vm-Hm 5 e M e o -1‘7 Ton
‘mw Sy 1N vE) mBuv e -1v-1v mb '3 23D
N1 ]:‘7 vH - N »mvB n': MINT 1a
c‘vﬁy w ‘m'\w-‘w ima%e NpD NS :m‘-; 1‘7




(68) MT is not jealous at all over the fact that MYV will build

the V1P N2, A father sees his sons success as a part of his

own. The same can be said about a teacher and a student. See

Sanhedrin 105 b.

ARSEm U3 TTRbM AL PN RPRD oN 933

g D NI YT RN PN TRt
A na i », TN 0P YT DR RO NN DPIN o

Of evervone a man is jealous. except his son
and disciple. "His son” —thisis deduced from Solomon 5 "Hisdiscrple’
—[is deduced ] 1f you hke. sav, from Let g deuble guantity of thy spirit
be upon me; or if vou like, sav. from And he lasd his hands upon him,

and guve humt g charge.”

(69) Abarbanel poses this question: In light of the following VI
cited in Yalkut Shimoni, N"HPP W7 ‘a2 P9N, it is hard to
understand what M7 did wrong. Nonetheless, since the ™2
VTP itself must be built without the tools of war

(19:D5 MNVY), a warrior must not be the one to build it. N7




(70)

(71)

(72)

the warrior prepared for his son’s peaceful reign, for peace
would be his very name, OV,

Qur greatest leaders were the most modest men

(cf 2:2> P¥YRTL). NT was indeed a man of great O as is
evident at the end of 9MUN NPIN. Also his father was well
known as is indicated at 2% N HSNWMVY. See also NT's
modesty at 3D ;MM 'R DNV,

Rambam allows only for the king to sit in MY,

7:2 D250 MO5N. This is based on the Talmud, N2 RNV, A NV
appears on this regard from RLPY 117 cited MY VP

1"HP W ‘2 PON that "AVN" means to be of calm mind. See a
similar WAT on this reg_afd at M) N DRMVY 26 and 27.

-5 2D N DN M2,




(74)

77T had long ago distinguished himself as a great
warrior as the last chapter made clear. mI's vast
successes continue and mount until chapter 11, when
he himself arranges for a lost battle. Rashi
connects the topics of chapter 7 and 8 in the
following commentary N:NVROD™NMIAT. This ended a
long period of history of war between the DMw’d and
N, Based on evidence from N:N/RDMIM 1t would seem
that the Dnvdy were overrun by T and never
considered a threat again. Even though woaN still
rules (see vV2:202D%M) he is apparently subservient to

ONWY.

PL3d N7 IMAZ WA, TITTN 120K T (R) T
bvfnd 717 906 onf neop B3 27300 18 mfr s
Y5203 a70br asb sz w3 856 pad pnad o pfy

pun thoy wmized Ao meomusiusdoon

PINP LD BRNE TP AT SDm T Boh
wrih3 AN 937) 150 197 D pusb ol o7
(370} h PP ooz 6 2om Anbp ankn DEbER

It would appear to be some kind of sceptre. Rashi
says it refers to the capital of the Philistine
kingdom, M, and his point appears to be based on the

parallel P09 in NN DM OIT.

The simple reading indicates that 7V lined up
Moavite prisoners of war and killed 2 of every 3.
v had also fought the Moavites ((n: TN ONMY) and

Moav had subjugated the Israelites as well

iis




(76)

(P-1:3DVNY and nWOVAN) . N add that M7 was
avenging the murder of his family at the hands of
the Moavites. See 'NY9Nww footnote #188 whose source

is repeated here. Moav remained subdued to Israel

for many years as T:371D3 indicates.

3N o br R TaR T‘- B LSER WY RAsY npuey
FND mme ES Coa fAms o () DWW ush R Am D
ON NN DRWS TEYD CUB 1~1~1@:hmmdwh.nwwnw
Y mE A PSR TON TP DIFR DX CIX R RYY 2N T
y=) ‘: vy 1"*'1 s S up M Ens u T (z£) B ETOR
75 ve3 SSyro TwIR AR V0 ORP 7= TR M oA
TnR nx x%s :r: phay R5Y 2N 1“n :'-*"’ o2 S
m¥ NS AN SN Tha phe ey N T by rw:u' -n-‘:
m—s —I_ (% - s e U RTera e i Yt} 1‘“’5

D“\1 :)"l [P ] l ‘b ‘ D1 : e i) I - H ll-l P
AEOR ThWw asen Sons BTN TR rx e w) T
2195 2t e FeRmS Sanm kbmy peenh mbIn wr en
-."un'ﬂ"w:cw:;5

The Torah forbids a king to amass too many horses
{tV: v DMT). Some say this was to prevent a return to
Egypt and some point to the lack of faith in Hashem
in building too great an array of horses and
chariots. See NM:D2OWNN and M-M:WVOONN. See also
M-R:2 Yy, See VST M2 TINN 190. vy had already
acted in a like manner (U : 0y and Chazal in the

following sources (1:APITMOMOVID), (VT NMIAY) deal

with the reasons.
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It must be stressed that this was not considered a

violation of O™y,

law.

(219 NN NIT 9 MSK 7NN 190) .

itself considered a Torah

See the commentaries

of i’y and MIWP oY 1.
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(77) This follows the adage that the enemy ¢of my enemy is

my friend. See 'NYNmw footnote #175 and #234.

(78) We know from wopiaxOSNmnme that the booty of Phny is
prohibited. See 'NoNnv footnote #116. see also
footnote #237 and #256. The answer given at #237

can be used here as well.

(79) There is an apparent reference to this war in 190
DN only there the casualties at o9 NN numbered not
18,000 but 12,000! The wvATH in NIV MYNII indicates
that these were 2 different wars. Note also, that
in our Pwa the casualties are from DN, while in

DYnn they are from OYIN. See also Rashi and Radak,

1: 0 OYONN.
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Then he met the Moabites and wished
to attack them, whereupon they too produced their
pillars: Be not at emmity with Moab (ib. g). He [Joab]
sent David a full account of all this. Thereupon David,
disregarding his royal dignity, arose, dotfed his imperial
robes and his crown, wrapped himself in his cloak, and
repaired to the Sanhedrin. ‘My masters,” said he, 'l
have come merely to learn, but if you permit me, 1 wiil
teach [I will state my views]." Thereupon he related the
report which Joab had sent.’ But,’ [he urged], 'did they not
violate the treaty first, as it says, And %e gathered unto him
the children of Ammon and Amalek, and he went and smote
[srael (Judg. 11, 13)*; also, And ie [Balak, king of Moab]
sent messengers to Bualaam—come now therefore, I pray
thee, curse me this people’ (Deut. xx11, 5f.)? How many
dispatches did he write® R. Aibu said: He wrote two,
one concerning the Edomites and one concerning the
Moabites. R. Hanina said: He wrote one, as it is written,
And Joab returned, and smote of Edom, etc. (Ps. LX, 2),
which means, he consuited repeatedly concerning the
Edomites and the Moabites.* Thus it says, For the Leader;
upon Shushan Eduth, which means, to the ‘edak (assembly)
which speaks with the language of God.® Michitam of
David, to teach (ib. 1): David displaved ility and
integrity;® When he strove with Aram-naharaim, etc. (ib. 2).
One verse states eighteen thousand,” while the present
verse states twelve thousand?—There were in fact two
battles.
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(80) See the various commentaries of NIPRTWT below.
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(81) NN had 4 sons and two of them, 2T and YN, died
childless (1:372701). 78 was descended from the
house of "N's third son, IMON, (I9:N 'NDNMIT), and

ToonN descended from Yy whe was descended from the

house of MmMMX. This man, TooNX, is the son of the
sole survivor of 9wW¥'s purge of 2 in 273 PR ONINDY
(see MpPwH) . However, AN himself still served W1
as is evident from a number of verses in wLPIWIY,
as well as w:v, and no; wN'NDDON. The fulfillment
of Hashem's word regarding the house of %y would be
realized with 9aX as he was banished by nndow

{32-1D: 1 'NDI0N).

(82) This description is only found in 79% in the days of
T7. Here, as well as later in 2 %D ,:wnaonmwy. It
is also mentioned at TN:N;NY:N/RDMON, and 'NOMNMIT

.. From the context it would appear that the 7D
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MYM has something to do with fighting, as Targum
Yonatan renders, NYIM NTWpP, meaning archers and
slingers. MostvEnglish translations render the
verse in this way. See also .7md71 where this refers

to the tmmorx.
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We know from the story of iy at V-0 '310MN MIAT
that it is an abomination for z non-)12 to serve as a
2. We know from the nMn that it is Mor (3:M72T037).
If so, how could M7, from MMM VAV appoint his sons
as bMND? Targum Yonatan and :30DMT) understand B2ND

to mean leaders or OMINOTMZIN.

See the following source from :1TMU which explains

how M7 could achieve vown and npy simultaneously.
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(85) See the introduction of NIWpnN T to NmMvwdD, chapter

15, peages 147-152.
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(86) This phenomenon is considered NON YNNI NION in the

following source, WOMM. See also ND: WY pr1y,

Eat g N
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(87) This is a thought question for the sake of thought
itself. Most scholars agree that the commentary of
"Rashi” to on ™31 is not really w1 himself. See

the following note.

(88) Issues regarding this commentary are collected in
the introduction of NIPNNYT to DWN»MIT Vol. 171,

pages 89-93.
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(90)

It is evident from n:®0 that other members of Mxw's
household were alive. 910 {(VyMP1Y indicate that
even other sons of 1M were yet alive. nwln is

only one of them.

NS is a servant from the house of 2Ww. ™71 speaks
to him here as if he knew him from years back.
Perhaps M7 remembers N from when T lived in SWe's

palace when he served ¥ and was married to 7om.

This child was mentiocned earlier in nmaAbMmv at T:7.

We would imagine that ™7 would have known of the
existence of a child of his best friend who died a
tragic death. ZAccording to an opinion cited in VP>
WO oYn, nwon himself was embarrassed to appear

before ™7 because of his physical disability.

NIY by his own words reveals that he is looking out
for his own interests in caring for nwram. See how
he responds to 7T in N»PWY as though MY is the
master. We will see later how NN furned against

nwan. See chapter 16 and chapter 19.

P71 says this refers to an cath M7 took before
Hashem regarding protecting ymm's children. See
N:D'RINMY and uNdAYNMY., The appellation may also

refer to a "great” Ton (cf. nWLDONN).
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(96)

If nvpen was 5 when "Wy died (:71%mw) and TT ruled
in @ 7 years later, (nwIon was by then 12), this
reference sheds light on hcw many years passed
before M7 came to keep his promise to . In all
fairness, 77 does so after he is free from war, and
it is indeed his first act after vouchsafing peace

and setting up a "cabinet".

See the drama that unfolds regarding NI and w1

ahead at 7-N:30 and N>-22:OD.

This king is mentioned earlier in '®RONMY as the one
who threatened the residents of T2 v, 9Rv came to

their rescue. See NP 'RONMY.

This would appear to violate the Torah prohibition
of seeking the peace of yny (:300M137). See the
treatment in this in A. Schwartz's Rabbinic

Reflections, chapter 30.
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Chapter 30

Violation in Seeking the Peace of Amon

Torah
Dt. 23:7

You shall never concern yourself with their welfare or

benefit as long as you live.

Prophets
II Sam. 10:2

David said, "I will show kindness to Hanun, son of Nahash
as his father showed kindness to me." And David sent his courtiers

to comfort him over his father.

Decscription of Violation

Torah law forbids ==eking the peace of, or dealing kindly with
Ammon and Mpav., David seems to go out of his way to do something the
Torah prohibits, without any mention in the narrative of any

wrongdoing.

Fabbinic Resolution

(62)_Tanhuma Pipehas:3 '
1A EA Pfﬁ', ;PT:\ ,f Wk God said to David, "Will you transgress
ﬁI’ Y. ‘Jfe 7 923 fU my word? I wrote, you shall not seek
CS:eD 5?) P,”Ieg e17In their peace (Dt. 23:7), and you shaw
,,f?ioh JJ:ﬂd PNt‘aefr,pﬁp kindness to them?”...In the end he came
.§Nhfh 'WI&AL‘,/Vsa ‘TX 3] ?“) unto disgrace....and unto war.

Analysis of Rabtinic Fesolution . -

. . l N .
No resolutign is provided, not even the customary last resort,

3
sxe »rhO1), but the violation is acknowledged.
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(1> A parallel passage can be found at Bamidbar Rabbah 21:6.

(2> Usually, the rabbie try to justify any act nof a biblical figure
who is considered righteous. Occaszsionally, however, the rabbis
resolve an unnoticed violation with the enswer that the person did
wrong, even if the person is considered rightenus. See E. Margaliot,
poOdINAY NNLbA pEX>Y hspara A37AD 0 London, 1949, introduction. !

(3) In medieval and later rabbinic literature, halakhic justification
for David’'s action abound. See R. Eliezer of Metz A’kY »ag, 5 250, p.
226, and all commentaries to k> 190, especially A.A. Schiff's _mor/ N
Pk . See also R. Shlomo Zalman, A3t 2050, wol. 2 p. 44. In
addition, see Ramban, rva :'Dﬂ\6:6. and NN 2NN, ages k; y PNE Ve

ad 1loc.

{39) If N really thought they were spies he should have
killed them! Perhaps YN did not really consider
them spies, he was merely making sport of MT's men
to shame T7. See also, below #103. (N saw that ™7
was deeply chagrined by the deed and prepared for

war.

(100) The Assyrians also shamed their captives in this
way. See T:2%pywr. The Amonites were no strangers
to making y"a of their enemy, recall N»”pION'Y and

their demands of the people of Tynvd.
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(101)

(102)

One has to wonder why this could only be settled by
war. 111 would want no part of conguering the land

of Yy. See below footnote #106. Apparently, MoV is

using this as an opportunity to fight MT. They are
the ones to prepare first for war. ™71, seeing this,

makes a preemptive strike at ymv.

See '"wonmy footnote #188. MT's response is called
70N, not in the connotation of the word, which is
usually rendered - pPInNnmwnongy. Rather, Ton here
refers to repaying a good deed, such as in n:XM or
to mMInnvnY as in 1oy, The following note in
this topic is taken from 7OIWNN»'s Tonty (Chispin,
1994) pp 180-181. Sstill another interpretation of
yni's ToNn to MT is cited by w20y vp>» in the name of
the npnYya, Elazar of Worms. The NpM suggests that
vn) saved 2MIAN, who was a sister of MT's (See nNxvarY
and ™:1:'R0DMNMIAT). He subsequently raised her, and
for this reason she is called ywmanad»ax. This
comment stands in contrast to 9"h who say that this
reference of vnN) is really another name c¢f »w, See

below, chapter 17.
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SN INMEY INTIN MY 03 _TTPON WONY THMINY RN CmatNy
VIZPT WI0n NIO 0wm DI Yw mreh oo Mo N a7 momNen
NN MINITI MWD M0y 12-5Y PRYINY PINT MIANMm) NNnNS SV MRt
JPA3-7033 DY OMInN: O A0SR Mmoo
TPIZR ATH VYN 7Y NN ,TITI MINOYIN AMI0SY AP3n N PN TN
"I ,TUN AN NN DINN .ANIITA 09-9Y MmN N3 737AY 1ohn Syw
TV T TTON mw ron 29 ton i L TTen ey Tenn 79T 1aeT
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TY¥IONTY D010 0a3D NI ONTY Umwn 010 TY2 NDY Shyn old
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S M2A=0P TP W MNP TIONYD NNA N7 IN (T-) T3y
AN2-2) PRSP pava STIY TIT ONNEN OYN TN INMFM
{712) smamNg pUN N5 myn TAN-RY 1T9NI MIAN NN 1O Y

NN WNY YR 12T Q3N 0N DOONON oD onyy TT a3 13 own
JPerynaNaa 1791 2Ton oYY Nrm oY AnONY Doum

(103) Abravanel suggests that since M1 didn't repay this
Ton to wn) himself, that this was simply a pretext
for spying. Rashi and Radak refer to the n"mn law
prohibiting this type of gesture (See above,
footnote #98). IN's advisors, considering that ™7
wouldn't violate the Pn, saw MT's actions as a

facade and reacted accordingly.

(104) The Amonites shaved off the beard of T7's men, on
one side of the face. O0f course this looked rather
silly, but one has to wonder why they would have to
wait for the shaven side to grow back. Why couldn't
they simply shave off the side that remained? See

Radak.
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(105)

{106)

{107)

Recall that w7 was not to be rebuilt, xayyeim., It

was rebuilt later in To:10'NDMYH. At this time,

however, it was uninhabited, and 77's men could wait
there and be spared the shame ¢f being seen in their

condition.

v:10M17T prohibits Israel from conquering the land of
my. N had already explained (W2 :XDWowW) that
lands condquered from my and INM were not taken
directly from them {(this was prohibited). Rather,
they were taken from ymWo who had conquered these
lands first (>:nN27217p3). Although these Doy refer
to 1IN, obviously NN means to include ymy in the

equation.

Abravanel suggests that M7 did not want yon to
glorify in attracting 71 to war. Also, perhaps M7
felt the guilt of appearing to violate the command

of 1230 DM1AT ,DMIYo eTN ND.
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(108) When T fled from his son DWwIN, a number of people
are singled out to have assisted ™7 beyond the call
of duty (t2:). 2Among these people are YTYon ™1,
whom T praised in his parting words to his son,
oY (32 NDMY). In addition,vmya»aw is mentioned as
one who helped 7T7. Chazal record, at »)JwaIanwvam,
that this "aw is none other than wmyyN, and that
he is called "W because he repented from his

earlier treatment of MT.
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(108A)

CULL, JACOB (c. 1685- 1732), rubbi, editor, and initiator
of un important series of *Ladino Bible commentaries
Known as *Me'dm Lo'ez. Born cither in Jerusalem or
Suled, Culi was descended on both sides from illusirious

subbticul families. His father was the son of 1 Cretan rabbi
ol Spunish origin and Lis mother the daughter of R, Moses
ibin *1lubib. Culi left Sated tor Constantinople in order to
publi:l his grandlather's writings. He completed his studies
uinder R. Judah *Rosanes (d. 1727), the chief rubbi of
Constuntinuple, who appointed him dupyan as well as
teacher of the community, After the death of Rosunes, Culi,
who lad by now published his grandlather’s Shammor
bu-Arez (Constantineple, 1727) and Ezrar Nashim (ibid.,
1731), the latter with two of his own responsa, wuas
entrusted with the publication ol the lute chiel rabbi's
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{108B)

CULL JTACOB

works. Adding introductions and notes he cdited Purashat
Derakhim (ibid.. 1728) and Mishnel fa-Alelekh (thid.. 1731,

As the author of the Me- tm [.o'ez on Genesis and a
portion of Exodus, Culi was ane af the founding fathers of
Judeo-Spanish (i.e.. Ladino) literuture. In this wack, which
he hegan in 1730 and in whiclt e hoped to cover the entire
Bible, Culi sought to provide (he Ladino-speaking ivman
with translations of appropriate traditional texts, The result
was an elaborate encyclopedic commentary on the Bihle in
the Ladino language. Tt dealt with all aspeets of Jewish life,
and cited a host of important rabbinic sources.

The success of Culi’s Me-A4m Lo'ez among the Jews of
Turkey and the Balkans was unparalleled and the whole
series was republished many times. Culi left, in addition to
the printed commentarics on Genesis and Exodus (o« far as
the portion Terumah, ibid.. 1730 33y, unpublished manu-
scripts of his work on other hiblical books. The prblica-
tion of the Me-Am Lo'ez continued after his death perhaps
in part on the basis of his manuscript material, There were
al least six editions of Genesis and eight of Fxodue, New
editions in Hebrew and Ladino were being prepared and
published in the 1960s (sce *Me'am Lo'er).

The subsequent increase of transtations from Hlehrew
into Ladino testifies (o the great success of Culi’s works
and to the demand which they created. His halakhic work,

Simanint li-Oraita, was never published.

ELEAZAR BEN JUDAH OF WORMS (c. 1165-¢. 123D,
scholar in the fields of halakhah. theology. and exegesis ;n
medieval Germany. Elewsar nvas the lust major scholar of
the Hasidel Ashkeniz movement osee *Hasider Ashkenazi,
Born in Maingz, he traveled ind studied 1 many ol he

mrers b tearmime i Cerrmara anid morboen s . I
LeirieTd O) CCATHIRE N UOTTany ani Somiieth o MR

SPEnL MOst 01 s fife i Y onns. Elcusdr waa @ nwindet of
tne "Nalonymus family, one of fle most important
Gertnun-Jewishy Gopdies o that aernnd His Sither adsh
b. Kalonymus, one uf the ieading scholars ot his gencration,
taught his son both halakhah and esoteric theology. *Judah
B. Samuel, he-Hasid | "the Pious "), the teading figure in the
Hasidei Ashkenaz movement, to whom Elcazar was related,
was, however, his main teacher in the latter field and R.
Mases ha-Kohen and R. Eliezer of Metz were his most
prominent teachers in Aalokhak. Eleazar witnessed and
suffered personally from the new outburst of persecution of
the Jews by the Crusaders at the end of the 12th and the
beginning of the [3th century. On a number of occasions in
his commentary on the prayers, one of his major works, he
noted the events that befell Worms, especially during the
persecutions that (ollowed the fall of Jerusalem to Saladin.
In one of thesc persecutions, Eleazar's wife, daughter, and
son were murdered, and he was severely injured, This
tragedy was described by him in detail both in a story and in
a poem. His personal loss and the catastrophic situation in
the Jewish communities in Germany explained his pessimis-
tic outlook concerning the prospects of German Jewry. He
felt that the German Jewry of his time was but a smail
remnant after the disasters of 1096 and the following years,
and that this r was continually diminishing. He
expressed this fecling in his introduction to the Sefer
ha-Hokhmahk {*Book of Wisdom™), which was written in
1217 after the death of Judah the Pious. He explained in this
introduction that he felt compelled to put his knowledge
into writing, since oral tradition was about to die out
because of the deterigrating sityation in Germany.
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(109)

(110)

See footnote 98 whose source draws a cornection
between M7 sending a peace delegation to Amon and
the subsequent war, and the story that <ontinues in

our chapter.

Perhaps TT felt the war was already won ., This went
against the leaders of Israel and T himself! See
the commentary of Rashi, below on :T1"ma. See
also, a2-8:1n2aw. The harshest critique oFf 71 for
staying home comes from the comment of Malbim,
below. See the sentiments of Israel late in Tr1's

life, xmary; ™:NDIMW,
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(111)

(138)

'NONDY footnote #138 is recorded below.

To this day, when a man goes to war, he gives his wife a
conditional divorce document to protect her from possibly
becoming an MMV after the war. If a man is missing in
action, the wife may never remarry until positive proof
is giv=n of his death. Accordinz tc the ebove practice,
the man stipulztes that 1f he dcssn’t return f-om battle
within 2 reascnable agreed-upcn time zfter the war, the
wife 1s considered divorced from the time he left, cr the
time she receives the document. Chazal derive that this
was an ancient practice from cur 9¥09. The NAW that NI
was taking from the men was ths divorce document, and
this will come up in R™ P79 1"V, The following source is

cited in this regard.

KETHUBOTH ob

PSS Y TR M rearbhd wevn SaF

JPEN IR DN° N NREND 2m
AN e cnony nw ot
i'.-‘_'\w.’.'.‘ﬂ oS Aoy 27N nPﬁ E'J'I::ﬁy
2% 2

Everyone who goes out into the war of the House of

David wrices fo'r his wife 2 deed of divorce.'s fo- it is written, And

10 thy brethren shalt thou bring greetings, and take thetr pledge ' Whart

[15 the meaning of |. “and 1oke thew pledge’? R Joseph: Tearnt: Things
which are pledged between him and her.




(112)

(113)

Rashi explains that it refers to the time when kings

gather for war, and this is evident from the
context. Rashi says that kings do this in the month
of Sivan for a few reasons. For one, the roads are
easily traveled for chariots. Also, the fields are
lush with vegetation for the horses to eat so that

they can be strong for battle.

TY1 appears to be asleep by day. The Talmud
Sanhedrin 107a indicates that M7 intentionally did
this to ward off the ymI¥. NIPnIWT however, sees
this in a negative light, comparing this nap to that
of wawn at m:7a7w. See above footnote #34. Isaac
Acosta (d. 1728} wrote a commentary to omwWwNIDM) in
Spanish, which is often quoted in “”7D”Dtmiﬁf He
states that T was justified in his daytime nap
because he would stay awake all night singing
praises to Hashem as is indicated in the source

below, Berachot 3B.
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(114)

He said unta Him, ‘Sovereign of the UIniverse! Why do we say [in
prayer] “The God of Abraham, the God of Tsaac, and the God of
Jacob,” hut not the God al David?” He replied, "They were tried
by me, but thou wast nat." Then, replied he, "Sovereign of the
Universe, examne and try me'—as it is written, Examine me, O
Lord, and try me.* He answered ‘I will test thee, and yet grant thee
a special privilege;* for T did not inform them [of the nature of their
trial beforehand], yet, [inform thee that 1 will trv thee in a matter
of adultery.” Straightway, And it came to pass in an eveningtide, that
David arose from off his bed vic.3 R. Johanan said: He changed his night
couch to a day couch, ¢ hur he forgat the halachah: there is a small
organ in man which satwsfies him ir his hunger but makes him
hunger when satished.s

(4) Le., he cohabited by day instead of nighe, that he might be free from desire
by day. (5) With regard to human passion, the appetite grows by what
it feeds on’.

BERAKOTH 3
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| -R. Oshaia, in the name of R. Aha, replies: David said:
Midnight never passed me by in my sleep. R, Zera says: Till
midnight he used to slumber like a horse,? from thence on he rose

with the energy of a lion. R. Ashi says: Tull midnight he studied

the Torah, from thence on hie recited songs and praises.

' A hzu'p was hanging abuve
David's bed. As soun as midnight arrived, a North wind came

and blew upon it and it piayed of itself. He arose unmediately and
studied the Torah till the break of dawn. *

TT's palace overlooked the valley below. According
to Chazal, Sanhedrin 107a, ¥Iwnl was preparing her

hair for immersion in the Mmpn behind a screen. The
screen fell and 77 noticed her. See the vy cited

below from TMHNNWIN.
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(115) nsMY here is synonymous with no1w, meaning that m

yaw was going to the mpn. This is evident from P09

7. The roots 7av and ¥ are synonymous also at DOMn
TN, The nn also, often refers to NIV as N¥NI,

as in »wnNpn.

(116) According to Malbim, 77 wanted to know if she was
married, and if so, if her husband was at war,

having granted her a divorce document.

(117) yaw m was apparently a well known person. Her
father, OYYN, was according to 9mn, (:V9YVTMV), the
son of "mmnN, MT's advisor. See T2:33,39NWY and 1:W.
yaw m1's husband MMN was a well known man in his own

right, as one of TT1's top generals. See VX315 NVY.

(118) See a collection of DwATM on MMN below, from N

TR .
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Ana NN — Uriah the Hittite
[First hushand of Bath-sheba, general in
Mavid’s army] (Il Samue! 11:3)

[0 Uriah [was called a] Hittite because he dwelled
in Heth (Kiddushin 76b).

J Uriah the Hittite rebelled against the king [by
referring to Joab as “my master” in Mavid's
presence; or by refusing to obey David’s command
to return home) (Shabbos 56a, Rashi and Tosafos).

I Nathan said to David . .. ““Uriah the Hittite you
have smitten with the sword (Il Samuel 12:9). You
should have tried him in court, but you did not”
{Shabhos 56a).

OO When David came to count his mighty men,
thirty-seven in all (Il Samuel 23:39), he did not
counlt the seventeen listed in Chronicles, becatise
when he came to Uriah the Hittite, immediately the
anger of Hashem was kindled again (ibid. 24:1)
(Pesikta Rabbasi 11:42).

[ Scripture spells [his name] Uriah (m=i) and
Uriahu (3rvan) [both of which end with the letiers
of Gad’s name]. God’s Name is sealet! in [his name,

to testify} that he never consorled with Bath-sheba
(Zohar 1:8b).

(119) This will obviously cause a problem considering the
fact that yawma's husband is at war. If MR returns
from war with everyone else this act will
retroactively be considered adulterous. If MR
dies at war, yawm will have been considered an
unmarried woman at the time of her encounter with
1. (See Rashi w. 15). See however, Tosafot
shabbos 56a vy, NYSpNI1 592 M which posits the
opinion that yavm would be considered a married

woman in the interim (between the time mMN left and




the time of his death). Also, according to the
opinion that the divorce was conditional, one would
be hard pressed to explain why M7 would send MM
home. This is the last thing ™71 should want to do,
regardless of his intentions (see Rashi v.6).
MMR's return home in the midst of war would
certainly make MT's act adulterous and would set a
new date for a conditional divorce. Because of
these problems, Rabbeinu Tam suggests that the
divorce was not conditional but complete at the time
N left home, with the intention of a remarriage
upon MMWX's return. This is apparently the
information M7 sought in v.3 (see footnote 116).
The problem at hand could have been obviated by m
yav drinking a potion {which was available at that
time) which would abort the baby. Notice the utter

aversion to such a resolution.
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N would not wonder why he is being called home.

After all, he is one of M1's top generals. It is

not unusual for a general to be called to report to

sent through 3xv.
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(122)

(123)

(124)

According to Rashi, T's plan is to have MW spend
time with his wife so that he would think that he is

the father of the child she is carrying. She is

obviously still very early in the pregnancy.

See below note 124 regarding mMN's refusal and the

concept of maoonaTIM.

NN is at war, where the P9 allows the fighters
the liberty of MM N NUR(NIPIDDMIAT). And yet mmn
exercises self control with his own wife, while 11

didn't.

MNMXR, by not listening to MT was a MOn1TM. This
carries, according to the Talmud, the death penalty.
See NPy, footnote 3 whose source is cited
below. There are 2 opinions cited on the page of
:MNIY for MMN's rebellion, one in the NI and one
in Tosafos, below. Thus M1 had the right to take

MNN's life. (See also MYVITP, TNHIT-MODN) .
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And thou hast slain kim witk the sword of the
children of Ammon: ' just as thou art nor {to bej pumshed for the
sword of the Ammenites, so art thou nat [to hel punished for
{the death of} Uriak the Hittute. What is the reason? He was
;ebel.iions 2gai

us zgainst royal authority, sayving to him, and my lord
Joab. and the servants of my lord, are encamped in the open field fetc).s
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TT's original plan at verse 8 did not succeed. (See
note 121). This is the only other recéurse, and to
immediately marry yawvmni, as T will do at the end of

the p15. (See note 133).

aNv's knowledge of this episode will give him much

ower in MT's kingdom.
p g

aNy tells the messenger to report the events of war

in a way which would deflect attention away from the
loss of a general, by mentioning him last. (See
™ISy v. 21). As it turns out T did not
demonstrate any anger and the messenger took it upon
himself to speak of MMN's death without any delay

(See ITYIINNND v. 24).

MMAPDRAMN MY implies that we can't lose hope
because a general died, for the sword knows not who
it kills. By responding this way, ™1 demonstrates
that he is most concerned with mMR's loss. This is
of course what T wanted in the first place, but

hidden from the messenger.
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(130)

(131)

(132)

(133)

vaNn Ay implies that M1 married her almost

immediately. See below footnote 133.

Abravanel suggests that this implies that it was not
evil in the eyes of "wym for they did not know of

it.

We learn from »-N:NO/NONww that no man should have
any connection with the own if they have had
relations with a woman. Since the YN is at war it
would be halakhically improper to draw near to it

after being with one's wife.

According to N:YOUpwMmowyy» there were 2 mnIN. See
WoNmY footnotes 30 and 33 which can apply here as

well. Yym were punished for taking the wrong PN.

The PION requires a woman to wait at least 3 months
after the death of or divorce from her husband.

This is to insure the ungquestioned discernment of a
child she may have (hence the term nan, as in
YRaInY) . Mt obviously must take yawm immediately
because she is already carrying his child and will
give birth in the eyes of the people to a slightly
premature baby. This n35n is found in a mvn in »HD
N1 and is codified at TrwvINW MOY N2: N PYITPY MI5N DYINI

N3 Y AN,
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See above footnote 124.

If MW gave a conditional divorce, his subsequent
death made yawm to be considered divorced from the
day he left. If he gave a complete divorce, as
Rabbenu Tam suggests (See above footnote 119), she
surely would not have to mourn MWXR. Even under a
conditional divorce mourning is not incumbent upon
her. Therefore we must understandrbﬁnn1nvn to refer
to a voluntary period of mourning yavmi took upon

herself.

The following article is from Encyclopedia Judaica.
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ACOSTA, ISAAC (Yhsak; d. 1728). French Sephardi
rabbi. Probably a native of Amsterdam, Acosta became
hazzan of the Jewish community of Peyrehorade, near
Bayonne, formed by Marrano fugitives from the therian
Peninsula. His HHistoria Sacra Real (1691), dedicated 1o the
wardens of the community. s one of the carliest
manifestations of Judaism in this place. Later (apparently
after an interlude in Biarritz) he succeeded R. Havvim de
Mercado as hrakham at Bayonne. where he composed his
handbook for the administration of the last rites (o the
dying, Via de Salvacion (1709 reprinted by M. Kaplan,
Bayonne, 1874), and his major wark. Conjeturas Sagradas
(Leyden, 1722), a commientary in Spanish on the Farly.
Prophets. based on the classical Tehrew commentators and
the Midrash.

Bibliography: Kayserling. Bibl, & (and Da Silva Rosa’s additions,
4): M.Schwab, /luscriptions Hébraiyues de lu France (1904),

375-7:Gross, Gal Jud. 93: Locb. int REL 22 (1891), 111, [C.R

One of the main tasks of a W19 is to determine what
a P09 says and why it says it in any extraneous or
verbose manner. the task continues with an

explanation of all extra material.
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Surely the punishment for stealing sheep is not
death. See Rabbinic Reflections, Chapter 31, below.
In addition, »"n point to the irony of M1's fourfold
pronouncement with the loss of four children of his
own. This source is scattered throughout >1n's
sources. In all of them, this baby, Amncn and
Avshalom are three of the four children. In some
sources Tamar is the fourth and in others Adoniyahu
is the fourth. Those who favor Tamar as the fourth
do so because what happened to her occurred in ™'s
lifetime, as opposed to Adoniyahu, who died after
T7. Those who prefer Adoniyahu as the fourth do so
because Tamar didn't die, but Adoniyahu“did. In any
event, this source concentrates on MI's
pronouncement of fourfold punishment, not the

stricter death proncuncement.




chagter

Violation Relating to the Punishment for Stealing.

and Slaughtering Sheep

Torah

Vhen a man steals an ox or a sheep, and slaughters it or sells

it, he shall pay five oxen for the ox, and four sheep for the sheep.

Prophets

One day a traveler came to the rich man, but he was loath to
take anyth;ng from his own flocks or herds to prepare a meal for the -
guest who had come to him; so he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared
it for the man who had come to him. David flew into a rage against
the man, and said to Nathan, "As the Lurdilives, the man who did this
deserves to die. He shall pay for the lamb four times over, because

he did such a thing and showed no pity.”

Description of Violation

David reflects some knowledge of Torah law of stealing and
slaughtering sheep by demanding the fourfold restitutiop. However,
the Torah does not consider this a capital offense. The execution of
David's ruling would have violated Torah law. How can David's actions

be explained?q

Rabbinic Resoclution

No rabbinic resolution could be found which addresses David’'s
stringent ruling. Had this been a real case and this ruling been
executed, it would have been a miscarriage of Justice and a violation

: 2
of Torah law. Thus, the violation is ignored.




FOOTNOTES

(1> According to rabbinic law, when a capital punishment as well as a
monetary punishment are incumbent on a peréon for the same crime, the
lesser punishment, the monetary one, is dropped. See b Ketuldoth 30b.
David violates thisllaw. In' general, rabbinic literature secks to
resolve not only Torah violations by righteous biblical characters,
but rabbinic violations. as well. This study however, deals only with

violations of Torah law.

(2) Post-rabbinic resolutions to David’s overly stringent ruliné
include the following, Rashi and Yosef Kara tolsam. 12:5 explain that
David never meant for the sheep—-stealer to die. Y /? means a

person worthy of dying (see Ibn Ezra Ex. 21:29 sl 1 fel ), Abravanel

'explains that the overly cruel actionsg of the rich man are so horrible

that they actually warrant the death penalty. Malbim explains David's
ruling in light of his special right as king to correct a situation as
he sees fit. Thus, according to Rashi, the violation is denied.
According to Abravanel, the violation is explained away. And
according to Malbim, David's actions would fall under the catagory of
Mt PN, For further reading on a king's special rights, see Rambam
Yad, p-:ﬂv T 3o ABrJ,mB LY AN Cf:anﬂ mao [3 , Jerusalem

1958, Vol. 1 pp. 43-49.
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T™T's sin involved two issues. (1) Taking yawma (2)
Sending MR to his death. Even as 9mn explain that
the story is not to be understood according to its
plain vws without background information (a divorce,

MITDITIM etc.), T himself acknowledges guilt (v.13).

M1's punishment as well will involve two

issues, (1) Internal strife (2} Fear of the sword.
The breaking of a2 home and the ensuing violence
would be returned to 7. The ensuing stories from

the very next chapter on, point in this direction.

Please note the following passage from the
commentary of vpnoNowny to the Torah, from smwxia -
7?ap1d. Even the greatest of our Biblical characters
had moral lapses. Their true greatness lies in
their ability to recognize that lapse and after
proper repentance carry on their great contribution
in forming the Israelite nation. This is what
separated T from Wy as the comment from Mdonmlwn

WM below indicates.




Perhaps the most familiar Rabbinic statement on the
story of ywnmnin stems from the Talmudic discourse
on MY - MLNONMRNONTITIOINAYI. A glance at this
(especially 27's statement) and other Talmudic
statements on the subject seems to prove that our
rabbis did not mean to fully absolve M7 of guilt in
the story. :1oMnv and YO™nY both admit guilt by
T1's own admission, which seems to be the plain
meaning of the source from "py1Tmv below. In that
source Hashem assures T1 that his enemies will not

be able to get the best of him as a result of his

lapse with yawnmi. 1Indeed the n itself is endowed
with the information to at least absolve M7 of
adultery and sending an innocent man to his death.
11:4 points out that yawmnil was not a NM at the time
717 sent for her. If she were a married woman
though, "M would be the least of her problems. The
reason why the "N stresses 7T here is because, as
the Talmud says, she was not technically married.
Indeed M:W'RDYYM indicates that 77 did no wrong with

yav n.

However, the Talmud in y1TM9 continues that 111 was
interested in blotting out the story from the Bible
altogether. This, Hashem did not allow. The world
must learn from MT's mistake and how he reacted to

it, which is the message of Y%n at It nTay below.




With this in mind, the best way to teach the story
of yawwnn 1T is to complement it with a P9 in ovin
that addresses M1's own reaction to this very
chapter. NP9 must be taught alongside this story.
The simple vwd will suffice and the W11 of P11 and
NP IWT to Npws and nPws are essential. Remember
that in our times of need, sorrow, joy and gladness
we turn to TN TMI. His soothing words help lift our
hearts and eyes to heaven to carefully place our own

words before Hashem. BAnd even when we can't find

the words, Topn™T is always there ready to fill in.
we need not totally whitewash TT from the Pn story
to maintain this picture of a man who is the father
and founder of a dynasty, and whose descendant will
redeem a world of strife and bring peace to ﬁhe

world, Wmn1ninm.

shimshon Refael Hirsch

CHAFTER XXV

V.1 As repeatedly remarked, we follow the opinion of our sages,
and do not consider it our task to be apologists for our great men and
women, just as the Word of God, the Torah ilself never refrains from
informing us of theit ecrors and ‘weaknesses. If Rebecca brought it about
that Jacob deceived his father, it says quite unequivocally mona Pmt xa.
Reb. Chanina expresses himself about the eveats recorded in this chapter,
as follows:- (w3 67) w1 UM 727 "2ww 0 3 “anybody who says
that God is not s pardicular with His “pious ones”, that “frum” people
need not be so pardcular in certain directions, vyn parw, “deserves to
have his inwards torn out” aps* P ¥W AR TPYT PET 20 TON MR KT
T AT APYY PEM T3 [OW3 W33 N Wwy? waKr (Esther IV.1rand
Gen. XXVI1I. 34), the forbearance of God grants long credit but the debt
has to be paid in the end; one cry Jacob caused Esau to make, and that
was repaid in Shushan when Esau's descendant caused Jacob's descendant
"to ety with a Joud and bitter ay” m3nT '3 “three tears” it sapy in Tan- -
chumma N9 aGH IGiM W T3 GpYN0l DO 1WKowE T 0L D DK WY T
Y NI WwpRa GynT BA? “three tears did Esau shed, one dropped out




SMasBAaTH

of his right eye, one from his left and the third he k

: ) . g hi ept back, and that
one, the bitterest that he did not drop, salted our bread opf exile with tears
and made us taste tears in full threefol

. d measnre”, But if quiet thou htful
considerations of this event force one to conclusi L g

of th ons that would remove 3
great deal of its bitterness, we do not think that we should refrain from

giving them in order to avoid our appezring s apologists. Enough will

still rem:lin_ which can nct be approved of, especially when measured with
the yard-stick of character of a nation whos? name of honour is yvoe

which is only to achieve its purposes in the “straight” (W) way, and js
to oppose any crooked means for any purpose.
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R. Samuel b. Nabhmant sard in R, Jorathan’s name: Whoever
says that David simnea 1s merely erning, for it is said, And David
behaved himself wisily in o/l lus ways: and the Lord was with him.3 Is 1¢
possible that sin canie to lus hand, yet the Divine Presence was
with him? Then how do | interpret, Wherefore hast thow desprsed
the word of the Loni, to v thut which is evil v his sight?*e He wished 1o
do [evil], but did not Rab observed: Rabbi, who is descended
from David, secks to detend lum, and expounds [the verse]
David's favour. |Thus:| The “evil’ [mentioned] here 1s unlike every
other ‘evil’ [mentioned | visewhere i the Torah. For of every other

evil mevtioned] in the Torah it 1s written, ‘and he did’ where-
as herest is written, lo do’: [this means] that he desired to do.
b dil net Thou hast smutten Uriah the  Hittite with the sword:
thon shaulder have had him tried by the Sanhedrin,* but didst
wot el hast taken Jiis wife to be thy wife: thou hast marriage rights
it her + Tor RL Samuel b. Nabmani said in R. Jonathan's name:
[Fvery nae whe went out in the wars of the house of David wrote
2 hill ol divercement for his wife, for it is said, and bring these ten
cheeses vmia the eaptain of their thousand, and look how thy brethren
Jare. ane’ take their pledge ["arubatham].+ What 1s meant by “ara-
hatham™ R Joseph learned: The things which pledge man and wo-
man |10 ene another].s And thou hast slain him with the sword of the
childrei of Ammon:* just as thou art not [to be] punished for the
sword ol the Ammonites, so art thou not [to be] punished for
[the death of] Urnah the Hicrite. What is the reason? He was
rebelhnus apamst royal authority, saying to him, and my lord
Jeab, ant the servants of my lord, are encamped in the open field [etc].6

YOMA 31
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R. Huna said: How little does he whom the Lord supports
need to gricve or trouble himsdl? Saul sinned once and it brought
[calamity ] upon b, David sinned twice and it did not bring
evil upon him. What was the one sin of Saul? The alfair with
Agag.v But there was also the matter with Nob, ' the aty of
the privsts” - [Sull] it was because of what happened with Agag
that Scriptare says. [t repenteth Me that [ have set up Suul 10 be king. 11
What were the two sins of David? —The sin agamst Unah'? and
that |of counting the people to which | he was enticed . Bur there
was al-o the matter of Bathsheba? 4—For that he was punished,
as it s wriceen, Aud he shall resiore the lumb fourfold: 5 the child,
Amnon, Taoar and Absalom. '8 But for the other sin he was also
punished as it is wricten: So the Lord sent a pestilence upon Israel
from the morning even to the time appointed?* —There his own body
was not punished. But in the former case. too, his own body was
not punished either??—Not indeed? He was punished on his
own body, for Rab Judah said in the name of Rab: For six months
David was smitten with leprosy, the Sanhedrin removed from
him, and the Shechinah departed trom him, as it is wrirten: Let
those that fear Thee return unto me, and they that know Thy testimenies.
and it is also written: Restore unto me the _;ic_$! of fr:',' salvanion. d But

i
Rab said thar David also listened 1o evi ralk?s—We hold ik
n

"'v

Samuel {who saysi thar David did not do so. And even according
to Rab, who says thar David fistened to calumny. was he not
punished for it For Rab Judah said in the name ot Rab. At the
ume when David said to Mephibosheth: [ say: Thou und Z:bu
dwide the land 8 a heavenly voice came forth to say to him: Reho-
boam and Jeroboam will divide the Kingdom.
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R. Dosetai of Beri* expounded: Unto whom may David be
likened? Unto a heathen merchant.' David said before the Holy
One. blessed be He, "Sovereign of the Universe! Who can understand
ki errors®s: He replied, ‘"They are forgiven thee." "Cleanse thou me

{11) Who
begins by offering small wares; emboldened by his success, he presses more
2nd more upon the purchaser. So David made a small request of God: it being
granted, he proceeded to ask for more and more. {12) Ps. XIX, 13; 1.e., he
asked pardon for sins committed in error.

from secret faults,’ [he pursued]. 'l grant it thee.” ‘Keep back thy servant
also from presumptuous sins!'—'Tis granted.” 'Let them not have
dominion over me: then shall I be upright: so that scholars may not
discuss me.'! 'Granted.’ “And I shall be tnnocent Jrom the great
transgression: So my sins may not be recorded.’ He replied, ‘That
1s impossible. If the [single] yod which I removed from Sarai?
continuously cried out [in protest] for many years until Joshua
came and 1 added it to his name, as it is written, And Moses call-
ed Oshea the son of Nun Jehoshua:3 how much more so a complete
section!’

And I shall be innocent from great transgression. He pleaded before
Him, ‘Sovereign of the Universe! Pardon me that sin completely
[as though it had never been committed].” He replied, ‘It is already
ordamed that thy son Solomon should say ir his wisdom, Cen «

riass fuke fire in his besom, and his clothes ot be burned” Cun one ge upen

bot coals, and his fect not be burned?® Sv e that gocth in 1o his neighbour's
wife; whosorver touchicth for shiudl sof be innoceni. s § e lamemed, "Must
15 suffer so much!" He replied. "Accept thy chasusement,’ and he

accepted It.
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Keoep therefore and do them, for this, your wisdom and understanding [will
be| tn ihe eyes of the peoples.® Tt does not say in the presence of the
peoples. but, in the eyes of the peoples; that teaches you that they will
come and flutter before the faces of the idolaters in the world to
come. R. Joshua b. Levi further said: The Israelites made the
. [golden| calf anly in order to place a good argument in the mouth
of the pemitents, * as it 1s said, O that they had such a heart as this alway,
te fear Me and keep all My commandments etc. 3
This 1zst statement accords with what R. Johanan said in the
name of R. Simeon b. Yohai: David was not the kind of man to
do that act.# nor was Israel the kind of people to do that act.s
David was not the kind of man to do that act, as it is written, My
heart is sluin within me;® nor were the Israelites the kind of people to
commit: that act. for it is said, O that they had such a heart as this
alwayetc. Why, then, did they act thus? [5a] [God predestined it so]
in order ~o teach thee that if an individual hath sinned [and hesitates
about the effect of repentance | he could be referred to the individual
[Mavid]. and if 2 community commit a sin they should be told: Go
to the community.7 And both these instances are necessary; for if
[the case of] the individual only were mentioned, [it might have
been thought that pardon is granted] because his sin is not gene-
rally known, but in the case of a community whose sins are publicly
known it might not be so; if, on the other hand, the case of a
community only were mentioned, it might have been thought,
because they command greater mercy,® but with an individual,
whose merits are not so numerous, it is not $o; hence both are
necessary.
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(143) TT admits his guilt without excuses unlike NNY (see
T-N: P NRONIDY and 1-10:10) , who blames his wrongdoing

on others. See p:OYNAYYTH below.
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(144)

According to Abravanel, MT says !'D2 ANON because his
deed was done secretly (v.12) and only ' (and ym,any
and yav ) knew about it. This implies that 7
obviously admits his sin regarding mMN. However,
at »NDYNN, T says MANOVN TS, I have sinned only
to you, implying that T7 did not acknowledge his
guilt regarding M. See the note below of NIWpH YT
to NOYAIN. It is obvious that M1, at WOOOIN is not
trying to absolve himself of guilt as this source
indicates. Rather, this to to be explained as Rashi
says, that since every YPINDOTRYIMYN is also a My

DWPNo DINYA, T says this.
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(146)

Toran

TNVN here seems to mean punishment, rather than
guilt, as is apparently the case at »TIMuNIa-
NI MY NTY.  NT deserved to die {as he himself so
quickly pronounced in his reaction to the parable

above) but Hashem removed the punishment.

Why should the child suffer for T1's sin? Isn't
this a violation of wWw:T2>DY1T - Parents should not

die for the sins for their children nor shall

children die for the sins of their parents. See A.

Schwartz's Rabbinic Reflections, Chapter 36 for an

answer by analocgy.
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Descrintion of Miolatior

The Torah promibite vicarious ouinmisiment.

We firnd,

however, in Il Sam. Z4:1%:17 that 70,000 pecple die as a

consequernce of David's ein. Thus vicariocus purnishment

tolerated.

LEI)Midvash Tenilim 2704

?,foha IEBJE P'a/k /)/k L) Rl tne thousarnds
@/k J} tIk J{&J ﬂf v13 'N'R in the cdays of David

CRAAND AP VJ; Y did mot cemrand the

|

Temole.

.
E &3 explains that tme 70,000 pecple did rmot die as
of David?! sins, but bmcause of their our regligercs

3

puilidinmg of tne Temple Thus fthe

viclation is denied.

i

The ¥followirms dones it specificall

a recociuntion.
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pertaining bo trose puilbty of coaoltal

crimes . Therefore Zoriptures stafhes
"Paventes shall wot oz sot bo ddaath Fa

childrew."

-

E 70 indicates that the huaman coartes have ro right e sunisk erme
o@reon Tor the sins of amother. However, the heavenly court coes

D:3 irdicates. THe 70

HM

purmish ome for the sine of ancther, as Ex.

ceople who died as & conseguerce of Davis? sin werz vot sut to
dmatn by the earthly court. Trnus mo vicariouws punishoent sas

aines

o2

imposed by a human couwrt armd the vielatior is exp

)
AWay -

! . According to Rerakhot E2=, Avishal ben Zeruiah alore di
However, whether 70,000 died ov if arily owme persown died
consequence of David’s sin, it seems vicarious curishment ig
tolerated.

2.‘§7D reads, "All the thousards who died in war. However,

based orn tiie previous passape in the Midv3sh, the 70,000 people
who died iv II sam. &4 are included.

3. See abeve, Chapter 6. Negligpernce in building the Temple is
rot a capital offerse. Perhass this is civen as tne reason for
the deatﬁ of the 70,000 because God commands David to buy the
lard where the Temple would be built to enmd the pestilence. See
Radak I1I Sam. 24:t.

47 That & child can be put to death by the courts for a capital
CTIWE commited by his fathevr. This carnot be dore. ERut God can
visit the guilt of one party theother.

S. f?r & Rabbinic discussiowm om the different applications of
Ex. &0:5 and Dt. 24:16, Sme Marasseh ben Israel’s Comgiliator,
Vol. 1 #104 pp. 1€4-1€7.




(147) Why should T pray? Didn't y» already say the child

would die? (v.14) Radak says that ™7 had hoped to

change the decree on the child. Notice that M7 does

not pray to change the other decrees. (vv.10-12).
This is according to Yoy v, the source of how

11T taught DNIN I THSY VI IN TN JY NND 71TN 1IN 9N
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In
those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And Isaiuh the prophet, son
of Amoz, came to him and suid unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Set ihy
house in order, for thou shalt die and not live etc. What is the meaning
of "thou shalt die and not live’? Thou shalt die in this world and not

live in the world to come. He said to him: Why so bad? He replied:
Because you did not try to have children. He said: The reason
was because I saw by the holy spirit that the chldren-issuing from
me would not be virtuous. He said to him: What have you to do
with the secrets of the All-Merciful? You should have done what
you were commanded, and let the Holy One, blessed be He, do
that which pleases Him. He said to him: Then give me now your
daughter; perhaps through your merit and mine combined virtuous
children will issue from me. He replied:' The doom has already
been decresd. Said the other: Son of Amoz, finish your prophecy
and go. This tradition [ have from the house of my ancestor:?
Even if a sharp sword rests upon a man's neck he shouid not
desist from prayer.’ This saying is also recorded in the names of
R. Johanan and R. Eleazar: Even if a sharp sword rests ona man's
neck, he should not desist from prayer, as it says, Though He
slay me, yet will I trust in Him.+



(148) This is the shortest recorded life span in Jmn. The
m99n dictates that a child who dies before having a

™11 is given one after death. See NHIDITWINI PWINIY.
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(149) this name was foretold, as is evident from 'NDWN»a7
»¥:10. The name MY¥, reminiscent of peace is just
the name for the one who could build the Temple, as
opposed to 11, who couldn't, for being a man of war

cf. npo.

(150) Sifre 2MYNPDIANIIANNNN connects MDD to the blessing
of Y1 at M oMT. PN there is referred to as
M in a reference to Hashem's place being in his
midst. Yy, who would build the Temple, therefore
has two names which are reminiscent of his role in

its building. .
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(151) According to W™:NOMNY the punishment for stealing

sheep is to pay fourfold See above, footnote #139.

(152) The Mishna and Gemarra in Sanhedrin 2la derives from

M MR the amount of wives a king may have.
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MISHNAN, NEMHER SHALL ME MULTIPLY WIVES TO
HIMSELF— ONIY EIGUTEEN. R, JUDAH SAID! HE MAY HAVE
MORE, PRUVIDED THLY DO NOT TURN AWAY H1s HEAR L. R.
SIMEON SATD: HLE MUST NOT MARKY EVEN ONE WO MAY T URN
AWAY HIS HEART. WHY THEN IS 1D WHITTEN, NEITHER SH AL L
HEMULTIEL Y W IVES TOHIMSELES—EVEN THOUGH THEY

BE WOMEN LINL 3BIGAIL®

n. -
W d ke number eighreen?—From the verse,
(S

whence do we dedu

uce u
And unto David were sens born i Hebron: and his fr.h born was Anmmon

of Ahnoan the ]l-mlm sic the scmnd Chileah of Abigmil the wife of
L

HE 11

g

the gmyd healom ihe son. u: Maacch: an

[ SN

\s.ll..- HZ- (u 'lllubl
Jf'mrfl' .'ﬂ,.’)‘.l “' B
Abitai: and the sixth, Tthream of Eslak. David's wife. These were born
to David in Hebren.? And of them the Prophert said: And if that
were too lttle, then would 1 add unto thee the like of these, [Ka-hennah]

on C‘v f‘j.u:{ﬂl ansd the f'lm Slu futick the so .","

and the like of these, [we-kahennah]." each ‘kahennak’ implying six,
which. with the original six, makes eighteen in all. Rabina objected:
Why not assume that ‘kahennah’ implies twelve,? and ‘we-kahennah’,
twenty-four?s It has indeed been taught likewise: ‘He shall not
multiply wives to himself beyond twenty-four.” And according to
him who interprets the redundant ‘waw’,4 it ought to be forty-
éight. And it has been taught even so: ‘He shall not multply wives
to himself, more than forty-eight.’ Then what is the reason of the
-Tanna of our Mishnah?—R. Kahana said: He parallels the second
“kahennah’ with the first; thus, just as the first "kahennah’ indicates
[an increase of | six, so does the second. But there was Michal too!s
—Rab said: Eglait 1s Michal. And why was she called Eglah’ Be.
cause she wae beloved by him. as an Ealuk [calf} by its mother.
And thus it 1 sad, If ye dd not ploughed with my Iurhr ete. Bur did

4
Michal kave children? Is it not wnitten, And Mwchal the danghter
'

had no child wnnf the day of her death, bur on the day o
death she did.® '

Let us see then: His children are enumerared [as bornlin Hebron,
whereas the inadent with Michal® occurred in Jerusalem.'® as it
18 written. Michal the duughter of Saul looked out at the window, and
saw king David leaping and dancing before the Lord, and she dcspued him
in her heart.' And Rab Judah, or according to others, R. Joseph,
said: Mu.ha] received her due punishment?*? —But we mighr argue
t mncadent she did have fr‘hl]dren] but after it
she did not.

[Now as to the number elqhteen ] Is it not stated, And David

took him concubines and wives out of ]erusalem’ '--To make up the
eighteen. What are ‘wives’, and what are ‘concubines’?—Rab
Judah said in Rab’s name: Wives have ‘kethubals'2 and ‘kiddushin’;)

concubines have nerther.
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(154)

(155)

When MT says M2 >axvn for an obvious sin against
MM, we must understand the interaction between
IPINY DTNPIIMSNI and OWPNo 0IRYAITINYN. See above #144 -
It's important to realize that every msn governing
our interpersonal relationship is also a Msn between
ourselves and Hashem. For after all, it was Hashem

Himself who commanded the YPINDDTIRYPIMMNSHD.

This is a Masoretic anomaly that happens more often
in YNmw1a0 than in any other 990 in 7M. There are
often M¥IT to explain the phenomenon, perhaps the
most famous of all, quoted in Rashi to 32:nA>mwNI1.

for a NYIT on our PIDH see MNMYNY VP below.

B 5Py M2 W
JMNRAT BRT DY T A0RT Y P 1haen cneRa v Yoans wy
. oy
AW KON KOW DD 1MW 1057 X WIhY 1 097 awma qram
)
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I TR G737 0YTE) R ShKDN 0TIMRT QTTINAT 52 1S onywD
Y 7PAFT CNRBAA DX 199 NESMM AN CRRUA TIT SANT ¥T MaIehn
1% gD Y5y MK *NTEK NI RY 3 TOTIR NKLA 325003 ARRY S
#71? PDRBM *NY2KRT MR TNROA (7 .35 225A0) 750 PNRLA NY RRTI 0K
SNIWD B3 WP YWD S5Y ATIR NIRK SNMY Y XN OncEd 8D I

S1n S Nnvow L0 CDRBR DY DRI 0 YaR

See Encyclopedia Judaica Vol. 16 pg 1407 (1.2.1.3),
below. The Koren Tanach is a reliable text for the

transmission of the Parshiyot.



1.2.1.3. Sectional Divisions (Petuhot and Setumot). The
division of the body of the text into sections is an ancient
one. and unlike the above-mentioned division into sedarim
and parashiyyot, is connected with the very copying of the
text whether in a scroll or a codex. These sections are of two
kinds. with the type of space between them varving: {1V a
parashai petudich (open parashuhl) which starts at the
beginning of a line, the preceding line baing lefl partly or
wholly blank (in some printed editions this is indicated by
p): (2) a parashah setumah (closed parashah) which begins at
a point vther than the start of a line, whether the preceding
parashah ended in the preceding line (at its end or not) or
whether it ends in the sume one. in which cise a space of
approximately nine letters is left between the two parashiy-
vor {in some printed editions this is noted as o). This
ancient division is attested to in the Babvlonian Talmud
tShab. 103bY: “a parashel peniheh should not be made
setwmdh, 4 senenuht should not be made petiah.” Sitra
to Lev. 1:1: 1:9 asks: “And what purpose did the mpes
(sections) serve? To give Moses an interval to reflect
hetween parashaft and pargshah and betwceen issue and
issue.” Duesplie their antiquity diterent traditions devel-
oped even on the mutter of the purgshivens, that o dHTerent
customs, ub o b pluce and awnber of euch type. In
printed editions toduy there is u zreat degree o nnformin
in the Torah due munly 1o the lagal fixing of this issue and
that of the form of the songs by Miimonides following
*Ben-Asher (Yad. Sefer Torah §:4).

(156) " HYINN” here really means Hashem Himself, but »noynys
MM, which we have already seen, prefers not to have
N¥NIYNY refer directly to Hashem. See also, '®oNmnv
12:P2 30:0.  See 'WUNMVY footnotes #168, #217. this is
alsc referred to as YYINW2. See also oMy footnote

#13.

(157) See above footnote #35 and 'WNHmvw #197. MT1's
servant thought he would excessively mourn the death

of the child.

(158) According to 129N one is not obligated to mourn for a

child who dies before 30 days old. See also however




(159)

{160)

See (NRL:WY PO IYTNMW, WOV, On certain customs of

what to say and what not to say in mourning.
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of course made the rich man seem better than 7.

For if the rich man is MT in every way, he would

have had to arrange for the death of the poor man.

1




(161)

(162)

couldn't include this in the parable because then V1
would know for sure who it is. YW wanted T to
pronounce sentence on the rich man so that y could

answer as he did.

According to 2"t the guest is the yImMI. See next

note.

At first the guest is a wayfarer, a 17N, a passerby -
then once he is allowed in the hcouse, he is an NNy,
a guest. Then he is a respected ¥wN. The scurce
below 23w indicates that this is true of ynyw.

At first it stops by as a wayfarer. If we allow it
to enter our heads it becomes a guest. It may only
stay for a while as a guest does. But if we don't
banish it quickly, it will become a permanent
resident. The moral - don't let the passerby in at

all!
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PRI NI RNGE EUNCINTE SRITY AW

’
WM AN AN FGA :ﬂiu—-! L LTTITYN R Y Lq
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YRt roN R3S Ry e
SRYREI® AR Sy grann yIe e b b e s e me

noay ALy abony
L , o——
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TR STITY RN OWNTR ATAMD N2T TR

. Raba nbeer cod. First
het is called a passer-by, then he is called a guest, anel finally he
15 called a man, * for it is said. Awd there come g pascer.hyt gy the
nn, and he spared to take of his own flacl ypd of hic awn :;h"‘rl, m‘
for the guests and then it is written. hur ook 1k
and dressed it for the mant that was come to

rich
dress
00 mun's lgmb
 dresse hrm.s

R. Johanan remarked, There is a small nrgan in man whick
satisfies him when n hunger and makes him hunger vwhen satig
fied,b as 1t is said, [P hen they were sturved 7 they fn'n;mr {ull cte 3




(163) See above footnote #141.

(164) WNN was MT's firstborn and the son of DYIAXN (3:2).

DWWIAN was TM1's third child and the son of noyn the

daughter of the king of 7w

also noyn.

(3:3). MN's mother was

According to maom below, .NIYITNWD, nn

was not the daughter of 771 at all. She was

therefore DWwWIN's half-sister and YION's stepsister.
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(165)

It would appear from the structure of the pwa that
YR and DWYIAN were children of 7T but amn is not.
mMavMm points out that M pwd does not necessarily
indicate that MmN was a child of T7. Rather she is

called his son because she was raised by 7.

I was ZYWmN's first cousin. He was also Mmn's first
cousin. One has to wonder how he could give such
damaging advice. Doesn't he realize this would
certainly keep YMR from being the next king? Why
didn't he at least try to dissuade his cousin from
this dastardly deed? According to 27wn {(NOYITMID) he
was simply an evil person committing a grave sin.
MORIWNY, in his work NIpNN MOV ONIMIND IXVN
suggests that 11" never really advised yYmX to
actually vioclate his sister. His intention was to
have her perform motherly tasks for him and he would
thereby lose his lust for her. 231 did not really
want MN to harm N but found it difficult to
rebuke him outright. a1 was hoping that MmN
himself would desist from his mnn, and when NMN
didn't, 237" was sorely disappointed, as his reaction
later in Ww-250,0s would suggest. All the same 177
is to blame for this tragedy. He 1is called T8nOON
in APwa. 9N say TONN IRANXMNOONINON (N:TMAN). He was
apparently not able to see the consequences of his

advice in time.
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(166) Apparently no one sees anything wrong with this.
See below #175 regarding Tmn».
{(167) There are a number of terminclogies and phrases that

are reminiscent of the story of Ddvw and NP1 as well
as the story of qov and Wwvinex. It is the way of
the 79N to conjure up these reminders to add weight
to the misdeed.

See the parallel below, from Yigal

Ariel's Tomwny pg. 208-210.
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(N3} TNT YD ANy Lyme v oM ) Txn vAY Iny
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(168) MN's words in O PIDY are ambiguous. NIWPDIWI
considers her words ©UWODNIWPH, meaning that we have
to read between the lines. It is understandable
that in her state, she would speak in choppy, broken
speech. Most translators read that mn did not want
MmN to perpetrate even a greater wrong than the
first one by sending her away. One would have to
wonder how this would be a greater wrong than the
violation itself. Radak suggests that the wrong
wouldn't be greater than the first but would indeed

add to the first.
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(168) Compare this to the brothers of qo» of whom it says
(T:12 U OYYI AT YN, See Rashi below and

compare this to DWWIN here.
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(170) DWWIR's motives appear to be solely to avenge the

violation of his sister, mn. yYMX also happens to
be ahead of oYwaN in line to become the next king.
Nothing at all is heard of aNdd, T™1's second son.

according to N below .1M271 he spent all his time

in the waymmma.
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A Tanna taughr: His name was not Mephibeshern, And
why then was he called Mephiboshech? Decause he hurmlbareds

fU .
i

™ i B M I etk T " R JNN B "'LI" N S ey
Flavmct in rma ronaentdn L nerelinee wias a0 SWOTT Ay ol tned cintv s
Lhavig in tne aigondr, Lnefcinre X :

[ et 19 vros v .
Ze thal Niledd” sa0uld issue iron il oK.

e e B oyt . -
WS NN Nnea D ur Laniel, Shnvoohen was

he humilated makim. Mephiboshern up #:in fne Sadachan. And
concarnmg mm Selomon said m ngs wisdonr My som, of e teart oe
wite, my heart will be glad, even mine.™ And he said furrher: My son,

be wise, and make my heart glud, that [ euy answer him that raynteth me. "
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(172)

(173)

(174)

How could a3t be such a yw1? See above footnote

#165.

According to Y"n, MT married NoYN as an NN N NWN.
(See below #174) "1 fought a war against 1w at

A N SNIDY,

According to Abravanel, Mmn was stalling for time.
Of course M7 would not let YIMN marry mnn even if
they were step-siblings. If ymX would stop to ask,
T7 would certainly warn him to stay away from nn.
omn however, maintain that N was permitted to NN
since her mother was a WNInNY® (see next note) and
therefore had a new relationship with all her half-
siblings. movwn is quoted above #164 that mn was
born before 797 took noynm back from ~"wi. That would
mean that according to strict nNa5n she could even

have married bwan!

The following is the Torah text of the law of no nwuN

NN, T :NIOMAT.
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(175) It is an M NINTMON for a married woman to be alone
in a closed room with anyone but her husband,
father, son or brother. this is known as Tn»m,
there are exceptions to this, such as when the
husband is nearby, or also when the wife of the man
is nearby. According to .NOYYVIMPO, in the aftermath
of this story, MT decreed an PINTNON on MBI TINY,
meaning that a single man and woman should not be

alone in a closed room.
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It was taught 1n the name of R. Joshua b. Korha. In that hour Tamar
set up a great fence [about chastity |. They! said: [fthis couldhappen
tokings'daughters howmuch more tothedaughtersof ordinarymen;
if this could hapan to the chaste, how much more to the wanton?
¥ Rab ]udah sald $h Rab s name: On that occaslon, :hev made a

But Shlci}r the pwh.umon of ymud 'wiLh 4 married woman Is a
Biblical law! For R. Johanan said on the authority of R. Simeon
b. Jehozadak: Where is [the prohibition of  yihud aliuded to in
the Didlical ToXT7 It Is Written i tie brother. the son of thy mother
entice thee s 1<t rhen only the son of a mother that can entice, and
not the son of a father? But 10 1s Lo teach thar only a son may be
alone with his mother; but no other man may be alone with women
Biblically interdicted on account of incest!6—Say rather that
thev enacted 2 decree agamse wihud with unmarried women.
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(176 See below V:AMAN and commentary of >INP onNya and also
Ny YMYNOITNIN. the second source speaks of the

unconditional love of our patriarchs to Hashem which

we try to emulate.
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(177)

{178)

As the previous note indicated, once the source of
YMN's love (lust) was no longer felt, his love was
gone. YMN however goes one step further, for the
"3 of his PAIN turns to hatred! 9mn suggest that
she physically maimed him and Rashi records this
opinion. Radak suggests that it was Hashem who
planted the hatred in ymN's heart in order to
increase the shame on MmN, thus leading to oovan's
revenge. Ralbag says that Mmn probably degraded ypmn

with words in a way that disgusted him.

According to T:78M171WNXIL, DOINNND means a long
sleeved shirt (not a coat of many colors). o9 is
the wrist and such a shirt covered the arm to the
wrist. This shirt was the sign of privilege. To
QU (:¥WmwNM) it indicated that he did not have to
"roll up his sleeves” as it were, to work in the

fields with his brothers.
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(179)

(180)

(181)

X9 (to press) 1s the same as M (:V PYNII)
according to Radak and Metzudos. There are a number
of 1N words that switch letters in this way, such

as MY and NMmv or 1y) and wiI.

795N mandates that NYMp over a MM be performed while

standing. See N:DYIYTNMW MWINOY,

piaarNai=py
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A nAmmon in a chapter of 7N is a word or words that
appear again and again to add emphasis to a certain
element of the story. For instance, in the story of
PNy the words of IN and j2 are repeated constantly to
stress the loving parental relationship even though
ONMIR was ready to do Hashem's bidding and take
pn¥'s life. In our story NN and MNX are stressed
again and again to accentuate the evil of yIN's

deed.




(182)

{183)

Ralbag suggests that it is very wrong to say that m7
did not mourn at all for his son in 2 p1s. While
there is no obligation of the rituals of mJax, M7
still took upon himself to be mournful (see a
similar point at #135 above}. He refused to
continue his fasting because that would not change
the situation. In both cases, T7T mourned and acted

mournful.

See owIn, w1 and all commentaries. They point to a
missing word in the P9 which must be read. - waoom
TT. WP TIT assumes extra wordage in the s which
does not appear. 9mn preferred to learn through 777
P and it is one of the 32 101 NII2¥ NI NMYONINII DY M

YN as the sources below indicate.

mkAAman b e L e Tt be _-an —uu N ey - —— LR -
‘lf-IIJI\IUllaAb-ht'-A—-11—— S 2T T -xl“

Twmen R (1. e ome e (et ane s (Y eewes (3.3 (R
R mine a0 e (@ ek e (L v (P oo e
RIM Awpe e S50 (Y ¢ S avma b Raw wn (2. phmse wen (N
¢ MPRIZ R YT KT PUEEAS R (Eps FhRI KA S112 Ao (. ks S e
37 (1PN L oTa whbea Rz R Y Prr oeonzen oons s (8
I (Y MR SISRD WALRD SR phen N 137D (7* Q2R3 ThD KN
WY M e 1ee (3 L 300 AT IS AERIe A3TD (A% L 533 A nupns AR
LTI ST A5 ANk M NS wpmw A3n (N2 . mand g an b by
T 3 (D LmEn Sy AEm R eI (19 - rOp mew mEne e (3D
by ety Sham ge wym 5533 meme mam (N «omwy Gy oS 55zn m awm Shaa
DN T, DK IR e v pete (33D L Tan- (MY - Syee (1 L Swen (10 L man
SMIRDY DI (NS L s pete (B L ik paons oo T . AwR pom

$ MTNED MR DTIDD (35 . vz waw

[a'o] . Poom KRB B Jefn wehy (0 A7RT) LTRSSl 13T MR
S¥P T ™ mpdp (0¥ T N0 wic K6 ;:::.‘6 monm S

mds .:‘} ™7 e (> ) WD ond 573 fars - 1 '\mb re T
2000 (70 2iar) BT W R iz :

N I
i

1-15 -q’-ik b dEwe>)

Lome amim =

. © wed seew wal

PN S rI A whamine




(184) Radak says that an» didn't feel the king could be
convinced through axn's own argument to ask DWWIN
back and therefore devised this plan. Her plan is
to elicit pity in 7 for one son of his who killed
another, and not to blot out the lives of a second

son.

(185) PP deserved to die for the murder of 7an, but Hashem
allowed him to live for the same reason M7 allows

this boy to live.

(186) See Rabbinic Reflections to Violation of Torah Law,

chapter 33.
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Tiolation Relating to +he [aw of Murder

.

Torah

)

Numbers 35:31. 33

You may ncl acceplt a ransom for thses 1i

o]

2 0or a murderer who is
guilty of a <capita’ <rime;, he mus- e pn- o death. You shall not
pollute the land in which you ltive, for hlooad wollutes the land, and
the land can have ne evpiration for blood trat is shed on it, except

by the blood of him who <hed it

PrDEhet%
[T JSam. 14:4,6-7; L1

The woman of Teknas zsaid.. . vour malizervant had two sons. The
two of them came to Llows= oubk in the fields where fthere was no one to
stop them, and one of them struck the other 2nd killed him. Then the

whole clan confronted conr maidserwant and =oi/l, hand over the one who

killed hi=z= brother. that we may puat him te leath for the slaying of
his brother..."” The king said to the womer, "4o home. [ will issue an
order in your bhehalf...az the Lord, God lives, not a hair of your son

shall fall to the ground.”

Descripticon of Violation

The Torah requires life for a life. DSince murder is a capital
offense, how did David issue an order relessing the murderer in 11

[y

Sam. 14 from the death penalty?

Pabbinic Resolution

(64> Tarsgum Jonathan 1 Sam. 14:11}

SN ﬂ.;;}j ,‘3 933! May the king now remember that which is

fe Atk MDA > ro3 written 4n the book cof Law of the Lord .

[53
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i k[ ﬁa; . i# a7 your <:ud that the way should be made long
o rn‘ ’

hbeforse +*he awvenges: of the blood who is out
fe N ? Jie £ sl eto = 2

Analysis of Rabbkinic Fesnlntion

Accordings rao ionathan's fransiation, the woman of Tekoa
" +
reminded David ot the laws of the unintentional murderer, This
. L.
implies that her =un killed without intention. Thus, David upheld the

R
law by preotecting him, ard no viclation cocoared.
FOOTNOTES

1> The intentional murderer is not protscted in the way Jonathan

describes. See Ex. 21:14, Num. =2%:20-21 ThEL D0 a,

not

2o § 654 implies thst rhe murder wa=Acocmp “+el with malicious intent.

FEalbag explains that even if the murder wa- ‘wmmitted'intentionally,
David did not vimlare Toranh law in hiz ruling The Torah only allows
the execution uf 'lhe deatlh penalty tf +he  rime was witnessed by two
people (DE. L7060, fn the woman's account of the story, there is no
appearance of witnesses, Assuming David tuoupht this was the chee, he
did not vinlate Torah law in his ruling. Faltag alsco explains that
David based his ruling on his special righ = a= king. Even if David

thought the crime was witnessed by two peanie, he could save the boy
by exercising those special right=. Thus, according to this answer, a

King is not only permitted to be stringent in his rulings because of

s
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(187)

The Torah refers to naming one person after ancther
(-N:N2DMIAT, especially npwo). Even though this is
the simple vvwy of the pwa, mn, at 12NN below,
explain the verse otherwise. There also appears to
be a concern for carrying on the name at n:n>wNI
and even more so at »TmMI, yet in neither case is the
name o0f the deceased itself used. 21pY says that his
sons should carry on the names of IpyMpny? 0NIAR. Yet
not one other person in all of "M carries any one
of those names! In 7" in general children are
named for events or symbols. Today we usually name
children after other people. A rarity in 7"m of

doing so seems to appear just below at wapos.
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MISHNAH. THE COMMANDMENT OF THE LEVIRATE MAR-
RIAGE DEVOLVES UPON THE [SURVIVING ELDER BROTHER].
IF A YOUNGER BROTHER, HOWEVER, FORESTALLED HIM. HE
IS ENTITLED TO ENJOY THE PRIVILEGE.

GEMARA. Our Rabbis learned: And it shall be, that the first-
born' implies* that the commandment of the levirate marriage
devolves upon the [surviving elder brother’:;? that she bearetht
excludes a woman wha is incapabie of procreation. since she cannot
bear children: shall succeed in the name of his brother, in respect of
inheritance.+ You say. 'In respect of inheritance ;5 perhaps it does
not [mean that), but. 'in respect of the name’:6 [If the deceased.
for instance, was called] Joseph [the child] shall be called Joseph:
if Johanan he shall be called Johanan!—Here it is stated. Shall
succeed in the name of his brother and elsewhere it is stated. They
shall be called after the name of their brethren in thetr inheritance,? as
the ‘name’ that was mentioned there [has reference to] inheritance,
so the ‘name’ which was mentioned here [has also reference] to
inheritance. That his name be not blotted outt excludes a eunuch$
whose name is blotted out.

Said Raba: Although throughour the Torah no text? loses its
ordinary meaning. here the gezerah shawah® has come and entirely
deprived the texc of 1ts ordinary meaning.**

But apart from the gezerah shawak, would it have been thought
that ‘mame’ actually signifies ‘a name’? To whom, then, does the All
Merciful address the instruction!*s If to the levir, the wording
should have been, ‘shall succeed in the name of by brother’; if to

{1) Deut. XXV, 6. () Lit., ‘from here (it is deduced)’. (3) The text of Deur.
XXV, 6, being connected with v. § preceding it, thus: Her husband's brother
shall .. . take her to him 13 wife (v. 5} and he shail be the firsthorn (ibid. v. 8.7 M in
ST A may be rendered either, and it shail be (as E.V.) or and ke (i.e., the
levir) shall be as the Talmud here renders ir. {4) Only the brother who marries
the widaw, and no other brother, is entitled to the inheritance of the deceased.
{5) Taking the ‘brother’ who marries the widow as the subject of ‘shall succeed'.
{CE. supra n. 3). (6) The subject of 'shall succeed’ being ‘the child’ that will
be born from the levirate union. (7) Gen. XLV, 6. (81 Since he is (n-
capable of procreation, his wife is exempt alike from yibbum and halizah.
(9) Though it had been given a Midrashic interpretation. {15) V. Glos.
MY T, the word analogy between the expression ‘name’ in the two cited texts,
(11) So that despite the ordinary meaning of the text, the child born from the
levirate union need not be named after the deceased. {11} About the name.

(188) Why does 77 invite DWwan back and then ostracize him
at home? the Noon dictates that even when an
inadvertent murderer returns from exile he is still
to be considered an outcast. See T:1N¥MIMOON DO7INY

below.

|55




(189)

(190)

(191)

IS 72 M0 W esnne D Oy ax T
53 whd T MW ma KO8 L oS ha e
T By adman v 5o Axay Swm v

See the following sources about DYWAN's hair.

The Mishna .v NV points to the irony of oWwan's
pride in his hair. It was his hair that would later

spell his downfall, Cf. v:rvary,

MO DOwIND’ NP T YWD CRwAR YR A TR SRR DSTaN ,

nR 5pen 1S oy T30 o mSe ey oedon PR T () N AR YOI AN MY Bk e

TET AD CUPR TS W NTER OWINP (3N NN T 1382 0O oree e T

AN Ten 831 Ten 5y oom o obem o vap S oopes RPN ERR vpen MR

Pl =y YN WX TEM PURA P ORZA PS M RENS RS 1IN () AT moNe =t
YOAM PREPRR) () AP AN ONIUY SN 037 Nin [ECemd aya NTEED

ABSALOM GLORIED IN HIS HAIR etc. Qur Rabbis have taught:
Absalom rebelled [2gainst his father] through his hair, as it is said,
There was none 1o be so much praised as Absalom for his beauty . .. And
when he polled kis head, now it was at every year's end that he polled 1t
because the hair was heavy on him therefore he polled it, he weighed the
hair of his head at two hundred shekels, after the king's weight.** It has
been taught that [the king's weight] was the weight with which the
men of Tiberias and Sepphoris weigh. Therefore he was hanged by
his hair, as it is said, And Absalom chanced to meet the servants of
David. And Absalom rode upon his mule, and the mule went under the
thick boughs of a great oak, and his head caught hold of the oak, and he was
taken up between the heaven and the earth; and the mule that was under
him went on.* He took a sword and wished o cut himself Joose;?
but it was taught in the School of R. Ishmael, At that moment
Sheol was split asunder beneath him.}

DWwIN has 4 children here, yet at n:m a1y he appears
to have no children. WO In for "AY PN’ reads

rOP NI MO implying that owwan's children had since
died, as "1 and T NMYN say. 7N, at NV say
that 0wwaN had children at this time but they were

not worthy. Note that Dwwar didn't say 3W PN
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without qualification. He said »wvVYarmMmayiyaYpx. A

son like oWwar doesn't deserve that anyway.

Th IR O R TR D
oD et ohpand mem© avam ma
RSP LUON O P VIR N
“obeb um o b
For ke said, I have no son.'2 Had he, then, no sons? Behold it is
written, And unto Absalom there were born three sons and one daughteri's

—R. Isaac b. Abdimi said: [His meaning was] that he had no son
fit for the kingship. R. Hisda said:

(192) DwYwar wants full forgiveness and desires a return to
MNT's favor. an» refuses for he sees that 7 is not
interested in oWwwax at this time. 2JX» wanted this
reconciliation very badly for he thought that if
DWVIN is welcomed back he would probably (in axw's
own eyes) be the next king and then be wvery kindly
disposed to an» for helping him get there. This

would explain aNM®'s response at A3 pPIos.

(193) 91 considered this especially despicable, and said
(:> TOID) WIPY 12 MM IR IPIN Y MRAN qMwn 23, This is to say
nothing of the MoN of MAWYNYI(L:2D’IT). DWWIN wants
to let an» know that he will not be an»'s puppet with

respect to kingship.

N xR N ' - There ts a tradition that whoever
WR EN S Nen W'-I Oy v burns his neighbour’s produce will not leave a son to succeed him;
MY AN '-pJ;P T T 13 e and he [Absalom] had burnt [the produce] of Joab, as it is written,
- S mr T‘PSH Y Ty e~ Therefore he said unto his servants, See, Joub's field is near mine, and he
NN PR2 AN o) oy o sl hath barley there; go and set it on fire. And Absalom’s servants set the

TN O PN SN 1y field an fire.
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(194)

(1935)

(196)

{187)

DYvaN told M7, mmnm.Lawnawor - If I am guilty, then
kill me. Since T felt that DWwIR wasn't to be
killed, he might as well be invited back to the

palace.

In addition to the irony of the N TSINT regarding
DWWANR's hailr (see above #189), YN connect DWwaN
stealing the heart of his people to the fact that 3
darts were thrown into his heart to kill him at T:m.
The 3 darts, according to 2" correspond to the 3
hearts DWwaN stole, the heart of the courts, the

heart of the people as the heart of M7.

DWYAR's pretext for rebellion is his ability to
promulgate justice better than M7. Lies are easily
spread if made convincing enocugh. The 7”00 has
already revealed to us that M7 excelled at this very

thing - W:N2ANNY ~ MY 235 NPT VOV ALY TIT M.,

According to 9w MR and T30 II0) this is 40
years from the time SNw»o)a asked for a king. This
would mean it took just one generation from the
request for a king to the first general rebellion.
According to ¥2a91 this is 40 years from the time
Ny appointed ™7 king. thus, this would be at the

very end of T7T's reign.




(198)

(199)

(200)

YN is where 7 first established his kingdom
NNy} and is at this time more centrally located
within AT than o¥Ywi». Perhaps DwwvaN feels that a
return to P1An will better suit his purposes at

starting a new kingdom.

One has to wonder why DWwaXN would rebel against his
aging father at this time. TIf this was at the very
end of his reign, then 0WwWAN is really rebelling
against a brother, not mT1. N7 was £old in 7P that
a son yet to be born would be the next king and
build the wipnpnmia. In 0N "MIAT that son is even
named (M>vY). OWYAR is much older than MMy and feels
more worthy for the throne. Also, the rebellion
does not become so strong until 29mnNX joins, as

N Pwy indicates.

What could have driven PNw"Ml away from MT after all
he had done for them? According to Abravanel, the
real instigator was 29mnN. He rallied the forces of
PMavaY, disgruntled soldiers who were tired of
fighting so many wars, and losers in judgment.
Remember that if this is the end of MT's reign the
real rebellion is against DWWAN's brother, not his

father.
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(201)

for the MM TOINTD of N ANNY,

771 did not even realize that he was paving the way

Indeed DWwarR

violated these ten women under ":nN's advice

13-3::017NNY .,

MM TN with the number 10 at w:mo.

(202)

palace!

Again DWwIR as well is answered

Surely there were better guards to protect the

Rav Yosef Kara sees the moianmwn in MI1's

actions in fulfilling the prophecy referred to in

the previous note.

(203)
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RELATIONSHIP WHITT DAVID

0 Ahithophel permitted ada tery and bloodshed.
He said to,Saul, “Does Davil have any marital
status? He is in rebellion against the king and nence
has the status of a dead 1ian. Now 1elease his wife
[from her marriage bond| and inake her foe fto
remarry. Shedding) his blood is permiited and
[marrying] his wife is pernmitted.” saul gave Michal
the wife of David to Palti ben Laish tollowing

[Ahithophel’s] ruling (ibid.).




.

[ Had Doeg and Ahithophetl not expounded as
they did, they would not have pursued David,
saying, 'God has forsaken him, pursue ... him”

« (Psalms 71:11). What did they expound? Let Him see

no unseemly thing in you lthis they applied to the
episode of Bath-shebal, and if He does see [a thing,
the result is that God will] turn away from you
(Deuteronomy 23:15) (Sotah 21a).

[(J At first David called Ahithophel his teacher, then
his colleague, and finally his disciple [for
Ahithophel forgot his Torah, while David’s Torah
knowledge continued to increase] (Maharsha)
(Sanhedrin 106b).

[] David king of Israel, who learned only two things
from Ahithophel, called him his teacher, guide, and
intimate {riend (Avos 6:3).

O What are the two things? [Ahithophel] said to
him, “"David, why do you sit alone to study Torah?
The words of Torah endure only |when studied]
with a companion.” The second thing he told him
was, “When you go to pray, run, like a person
following the king’” (Kallah Rabbasi 8).

[ Through Divine Inspiration, Ahithophel [knew
the contents of (he] scroll labout the construction
of the Holy Temple] that Samuel gave David. What
did Ahithophel do? When a man would come to
clarily something in the scroll, [Ahithophel] would
tell hirn, Do such and such. And if you do not
believe me, go ask the Urim VeTumim.”” The man
would go and ask, and find [that the answer was]
as |Ahithopheli had said (Yerushalmi Sanhedrin
10:2).

] David had no better friend [at that time] than
Ahithophel. [Ahithophel] was [David’s] rebuker,
and it was he who advised [David] on all matters.
David fearedd 0o man except for  Ahithophel
(Shocher Tov 535:1).

[ 7he great say of my soul, “There is no salvation
for bum trom God’” (Psalms 3:3). The great [refers
tol Docg and Ahithophel, who were great in
Torah. They say [concerning Davidl, “Is it possible
that a man who captured the lamb, slew the
shepherd, and caused israel to fall, can make
amends? There is no salvation for him” (Shocher
fov 3:5).

[

O The sages of Isracl deliberated with Ahithophel,
consulted the Sanhedrin, and acked the {rim Vi T
mim (Berachos 3hb).

O David appointed ninety thonsand elders on one
day [to bring the Ark up to Jerusalem], hat he did
not include Ahithophel. David did not have the Ark
of God’s Covenant carricd on the shoulrder as
commanded by the Torah; linstead] they set the Ark
of God upon a new cart (Il Samuel 6:3). The Ark
repeatedly lifted the priests np and threw - them
down. David sent for Ahithophel and asked [his
advice]. [Ahithophel] replied, “Ask the elders
whom you appointed.” Said David, “Whoever
knows how to make the Ark stand and does nof dn
so will be strangled.” Said Ahithaphel, “Offer sacri-
fices hefore it and it «will stand.” Thus it is written.,
When they who bore the Ark of Hashem had vone
six paces, he sacrificed an ox and fatling (ibid. v 1),
Said the Holy One, Blessed is He, to Ahithophel,
“The [verse] which the children recite in the honce
of study every day yon did not tell him — they <half
carry [the Ark] on their shoulders (Numbers 7:9) —

and this you told him!"" (Yerushalmi Sanhecinin
10:2).

[dWhen David returned to Jerusalem, Ahithophel
came and said to hin, “David, should yau not have
learned from a small verse that the children read:
They shall carry on their shoulders -- noton acart?”’
{Bamidbar Rabbah 4:20).

L When David dug the foundations of the Iloly
Temple, the deep waters rose 1o flood the world.
Said David, “Does anyone know whether it s
permitted to write the IHoly Name on a shard and
place it on the deep walters 1o restrain them?"” No
one said a word. Said David, “Whaoever knows and
does not say should he strangled .. .”" Ahithophel
deduced [the answer| througl a kaf vachomer : "I,
in order to make peace hetween a husband and
wife, the Torah said, 'l et My Narne that is written in
sanctity be erased over the water’ [a reference to
Numbers 5:23], how much more so to make prace
in the whole world.” He said to David, “It is
permitted”’ (Sukkah 53b).

O When the deep waters roce to flood the world,
Ahithophel was standing there. He thought, “"Now




David will choke and | will become king.”” But in the
end he h mealf choked (Yerushalmi Sanhedrin 10:2).

[ Depart from me, evildoers! (Psalms 119:115). This
[refer< 10] 1eg and Ahithophel, to whom [David]
caid, “\Why are vou pressing me? Leave me alone
for a while <o that 1can sit and study Torah. Because
you pusie me, | canmot learn” (Shocher Tov
119:47).

[1 Ahithaphel was misled by the constellations into
thinkirg he would become king. Therefore, he fixed
hiz eyes on Absalom. He said to him, “Consort with
the roncubines of your father.” Said Absalom, “Is
that what vou tell me to do — to ravish my father’s
concubinesd” “It is a decree of God,” replied
Ahithcphel. In addition, Ahithophel advised Absa-
lom 1o slay his father. [Ahithophel planned to even-
tually? «it in judgment on [Absalom] for ravishing
his father’< wives; then he would kill Absalom and
become ruler, But he did not know that kingship
would come [only] through his son’s daughter:
Rath-<heha daughter of Eilam son of Ahithophel
(Yalkut Shirmoni. Shmuel 151).

TORAH STUDY

{1 Dosg and Ahithophel {were so learned that they
even| had three hundred inquiries about “a tower

open to the air” [a topic in the laws of Oholos]
{Chagigah 13h).

[1The learring of Doeg and Ahithophel did not help
1o have the halachah decided according to them, for
it is wrilten: The secret counsel of God is with those
that fear 11 (Psalms 25:14) (Sanhedrin 106b).

[.(*When they learned Torah, they did so with
falsehioord ond deceitfulness (Shocher Tov 119:50).

[ Deez and Ahithophel may be fikened to a house
full of straww. After some time, the master of the
house plastered it. Nevertheless, the holes were full
of straww. When the plaster fell off, the straw began
to ernerge from the holes. So, too, were these
[men|. They learned all the fine points of the Torah,
but their hearts were full of folly (Shocher Tov
119:500.

[Z1Of what henefit were Doeg and Ahithophel, who
engaured in Torah [study] but afterwards left [the
Taraly? (hid. 119:16),

O Doeg and Ahithophel started out without
mitzvos. Even though they becami: To:dali schiolars,

they remained as they had been af the start (Burmid-

bar Rabbah 18:17).

j&3

DEATH

[ Ahithophel set [his] sights on wliat was not fitting
for him. What [he] sought [i.e., the kingship] was
not given to [him], and what {he] had was taken
away from [him, for he did riot coinplete half his
life] (Sotah 9b).

[0 Because Doeg and Ahithophel did it Keep the
Torah, they fell from their greatness and descended
to Gehinnom, although they were heads of courts
(Shocher Tov 49:2).

0 Ahithophel suppressed the halachah [that it is
forbidden to transport the Ark by cart, in his throat
and did not say it publicly. tie theiciore died
through his throat, [that is,] by strangul:tion (Tanna
d’Bei Eliyahu Rabbah 31).

[ He who seeks evil, it will come tu him (Proverbs

11:27). This [verse refers to] Duey und Ahithophel
(Shocher Tov 1:1).

L1 Ahithophel commanded his sons three things:
“Do not take partin dissension; do not rebel against
the kingdom of the house of David, and if the
festival of Shavuos is {a] clear Idayl, sow wheat [that
year, for the crop will succeed)” Bavit Busia 147a).




(204)

(205)

(206)

See above note #82. The words 92 here might imply
an inclusion of something else, as that footnote

might indicate.

As the pwa indicates, thesetym are from ™m who were
likely allied with wdN with whom M7 associated in

INONMY .

Perhaps this is here to show the loyalty of
foreigners even in the face of rebellion of somecne
so close to 1. All this is part of the fulfillment

of yM's prophecy in ampia.

JGH



(207)

(208)

(209)

(210)

recall that the "IN was used to be taken to war.

See above footnote #132 and the sources cited there.

The above note refers to 2 mnIN. %y took the
wrong one and were punished. The wrong one housed
the PN, and the broken MY and this is the one
they took in this battle. T knowing of the mistake
of %y ordered the YN to be returned. This is the

reason posited by Abravanel.

See »:30 for the efficacy of "0mnN's advice. M1
didn't ask for 7s1n’n&‘s advice to be foclish but to
seem foolish before ©WwaN. This prayer will come

true in  pOo.

See my1 at the end of 2 pvd. According to bryI1v,
IMIN stepped down from being MWD at this time and
Y18 took over. I8 was descended from the line of
PN NN - 2TI/NDMNOMIAT.  IMIN was descended from
MmN through %y and was officially banished from

service by M for supporting YMIN's rebellicon at

1910 :2'NDMD .



(211)

(212)

(213)

NP 717 requires words to be inserted into the pwos in
order to fully understand the point. Here the pva
should be understood TWATINI NN, because if _it
means "and T was told" the pwa should have been

TN I,

Recall that 1 appointed NV as a servant to »vwdan

back in chapter 9.

There is no way for T to be sure if NN is telling
the truth or not. 9Mn maintain that it was not
true, as we will see at No-M>:v. In fact part of the
famous NM) that says thatimv NIONIPN RON TITIDIND DD
(referring to the story of yawm) admits guilt on
T7's acceptance of ¥ wo against nvan, See below
fooctnote #260, and the source below JMmy. I
should have at least corroborated the story. In »a7
DN, MW is also known as Syam. See

N:V; T2N'RDMNNMIT. Perhaps the name was an

indication to 77 that he was rebellious.
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Lo revert {o- the main text: Rab said, David r;;u Loaadd rn

Geda WO

SEfter  oFr s wntlen, Aad the ey ocond e

’Im where s le? 4nd

Ziba said unto the king, Behold, he is in the house of Machir the son of
Ammiel, belo dabar [in Lo-debar].* And it is written, Then David sent,
and fetched fim out of the house of Machir the som of Ammiel, millo
dabar [from Lo-debar].! Now conmsider: he [David] saw that
he Ziba] was a lar; then when he slandered .Lum a1 second time,’
why did he pay heed therero? For 1t 1s written, And the king sard.
And where is thy master’s son? And Ziba said unto the king, Behold.

he abudeth at Teruralem [ for he said, To-day shall the house of Israel

" ‘(“.'1111’?} 1 And how do we «now rhar h

1]

um fnnt? Because it 5 wrizzan, Dien
-y ] AN ~1 n 1 Tt N . "o . . N . Ly
sutd the Zng 1o Ziba, Behold. thine 1s all that pertavieih univ Mepia-
oy ) L H S . :
Sosherh., Alad Ziba sand, [ o coctsancz: ler me and uroue nothy saie,

my ford, (O kina 4
) K

1617



56b ' SHARBATH

But Samuel maintaincd: David did not pav head to siander,
for! he saw seif-evident things in him.s For it s wrirten, dnd
Mephibosheth the son of Saud came dewn to weet che king; and D Jrad
neither dressed his feet. nor trimmed his beard, nor washed ais clothes.

aro3 Whide s vemizten, ded o came ca ngss witen e ras come o

jerusaiem to meet the g, that tie dng sand e um, 3 eeerere aente
thou not with me, Vlephibosheth? And ‘e answercd. My Lord, O king,
my screant deceived me: for thy servant sawd, T amil satdie me 2n ass, that

[y R i - N P P O S T Vo)
MOy fuie 1AerPun and 0 Wil sz in]d, Cduwdd AT WOV TS B
. o - .

[56b] And he hath slandered thy sersant unto my lord the king but my
lord the king is as an angel of God: do therefore what is good in thine
eyes. For all my father's house werc but dead men before my lord the king:
yet didst thou set thy servant among them that did eat at thine own table.
What right therefore have I yet that I should cry any more unto the king?
And the king said unto him, Why speakest thou any more of thy matters?
I say, Thou and Ziba divide the land. And Mephibosheth said unto the
king, Yea, let him take all, forasmuch as my lord the king is come in peace
unto his own house.* He said [thus] to him: [ prayed,? when wilt
thou return in peace? Yet thou treatest me so. Not against
thee have I resentment, but against Him who restored thee
in peace!’ Hence it is written, And the son of Jonathan was Merib-
baal:+ was then his name Merib-baal? Surely it was Mephi-
bosheth? But because he raised a quarrel [meribak] with his Master, s
a Heavenly Echo went forth and rebuked him, Thou man of strife,
[and] the son of a man of strife! Man of strife. as we have stated.
Son of a man of strife, for it is written, And Saul came 10 the city of
Amalek, and strove in the valley.® R. Manni said: [That means, ]
concerning the matter of the valley.?

Rab Judah said in Rab’s name: When David said to Mephi-
bosheth, ‘Thou and Ziba divide the land,’ a Heavenly Echo came
forth and declared to him, Rehoboam and Jeroboam shall divide
the kingdom.8 Rab Judah said in Rab's name: Had not David
paid heed to slander, the kingdom of the House of David would
not have been divided, Israel had not engaged in idolatry,? and
we would not have been exiled from our country.*

(214) Malbim says that this story of X0yawny is
punishment for MT1's quick acceptance of NI8's

slander against nvavn.

{215) Entry of N wny from JHNNWON.

[G%
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N73 13 'R — Shimi son of Gera
[Teacher of Solomon, supporter of Absalom]
(It Samuef 16:5)

(] As long as [his teacher] Shimi son of Gera was
alive, Solomon did not marry Pharach’s daughter
(Berachos 8a).

[ Shimi’s wife saved two righteous men, Ahimaaz
and Jonathan, from death when Absalom’s servants
pursued them (Midrash Shmuel, ed. Buber, 32:4).
[] Shimi came to David and said, ““Just as Joseph’s
brothers treated him badly, yet he treated them
well, so too, though I treated you badly, [please]
treat me well” (Yalkut Shimoni, Shmuel 151),

3 Shimi told David, “All [the people] of Israel
treated you badly, and | outdid them all. Now all
the people of Israel are waiting to see whether you
will treat me kindly. If you accept me, all the people
of Israel will come and be reconciliated with you"’
(Shocher Tov 3:3).



(210)

O “Behold, with you is Shimi son of Gera*’ (I Kings
2:8). What is meant by with you? He is with you
constantly, for [Shimi] was [Solomon’s] teacher.
[Solomon] told [Shimil, “Build yourself a house in
Jerusalem"” (ibid. v. 38), so that Torah would go
forth from [Shimi] through the land, [and, being in
charge of Torah education,] he would not go out of
Jerusalem (Zohar 2:107b).

O “He cursed me [David)] with a grievous curse” (|
Kings 2:8). The word ny» [here translated

grievous| is an acronym of adulterer (13), Moabite

(*anin), murderer (n¥17), oppressor (1Y), abomi-
nation (N3yin) (Shabbos 105a).

O David did not execute Shimi [who had incurred
the death penalty (Rashi)], and [Shimi] lived to
beget the ancestor of Mordecai, who provoked
Haman (Megillah 13a).

77 himself explains his actions at - >DP0vd. Under
normal circumstances, a king may not be >mn on his
T12. These are by no means normal circumstances.
The Y1 in the 2nd chapter of y1TmUv/on asks why a
king may not perform the rituals of D1 or N¥ON (the
performance of which might diminish his T32) even if
he wants to perform the MmSN (see »2DMIND MI7NDO”INT) .
If 717 could be "m on his 723> regarding »wnv, surely
he could do so to perform a msn! The Y1 answers
that MT's N>nn here is on an event in the past and
will soon be forgotten. D12 and N8N however, is an
ongoing event into the future and therefore we don't
allow a king to perform the msn even if he wants to.

Incidentally, M7 does call for vengeance on Wnv at

U-N 2N DYON.

o



(217)

(218)

{219)

(220)

See 'NYNWMVW footnote #197, and above #135; #157.

DWYIN questions wN's defection from MT. Even as
DWYaIN himself rebels against the king, he rebukes
win for his disloyalty to a friend. ©OWWIN wants to
know what win's loyalty will be to him, considering
his lack of loyalty to M. »“In's response convinces

Dwwanr that he is truly defecting.

"MNN's advice, as odious as it is, is a fulfillment

of YyM's promise at N:2. Also, the fact that Dwwan

took the 10 women to the MmO Pwd) is also a reminder

of where all this trouble started (3:NY).

See the citation below of :¥90DMT. the NM also
refers to MpNNADM as we had above at NXW. P
there expresses his opinion of the phenomenon, which

is quite different from the NWMM. See ywim footnote

#12.
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NEDARIM s7h

R. Isaac said: The textual reading,’ as transmirted by the
Soferipn. their stylistic embellishments. [words] read [in the text]
but not written, and words written but omitted in the reading. are-
all haluchah from Moses at Sinai.¢ By textual reading is meant words

T B s

as ez, Jhamaym. mizraim.® Stylistic embellishments: e.g.. {and
;bmfor! ye your hearts;] after that ye shall pass on.* | Let the damsel abide
bltk us a few days, at least ten: ] after that she shall go. [ Avenge the children
lmtel of the Msdmmtes] afterwards, shalt thou be gathered unto
m] pcople i [The singers went before,] the players on instruments foﬂmd
wfter.« Thy righteousness is like the great mountains.
: _'{Words] read [in the text ] but not written: [the word] Euphraze:
1n [the verse] as he went fo recover his border at the river. [Euphratzs]
Ithe word) ‘man’ in [the verse] And the counsel of Ahstophel . . . was
%5 3f a [man) had enquired of the oracle of God;7 [the word] ‘come’ In
{the verse] Behold the days [come), saith the Lord, the city shall be built
&ic.;® ‘for it’ in [the verse] let there be no escape | for xt] 9 ‘unto me’
{thc verse] All that thou sayest [unto me) I will do; “to me [m the verse|
"And she went down unto the floor;® ‘to me’ in [the verse| And she suid,
_Thcse six measures of barlcy gave he unto me; for he sad |to me).'* All

"‘ﬂ-\'- \\urg\ “\::rad DT 1oL ‘v\‘z‘i‘i'['\_‘u v The ‘ H w nn arg wriTeon

but not read: the word] ‘pray’ in forgive;‘ [38a] 'the:e in Now [these]
are the commandments.* ‘let him bend’ in Against him that bendeth [let
him bend) the bow;3 ‘five' in and on the south side, four thousand and five
[fve] hundred;s "if' in &t 1s time that [if ] I am thy near kinsman.5 The
foregping are written but not read.$
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SainN — Ahithophel

[Advicer 1o King David; rebelled against him]
(Il Samuel 15:12)

PEESONALTY - RFTATIONSHIP WITH DAVID /
TOR'H STUDY / DEATH

PERSONALITY

-IDoeg and Ahithophel never saw one another.
Doeg lived in the days of Saul, Ahithophel in the
days of David. R Yachanan said: Doeg and
Ahithophel didl not live out even half their lives.
Doeg's entire  life  lasted thirty-four  years,
Ahithaphel’s only thirty-three (Sanhedrin 106b).

1) Doeg and Ahithaphel each begot [a child] at age
eight (ibid. 69h).

[JThe counsel of Ahithophel . .. was as if a man
inquired of the word of God (I Samuel 16:23). [The
word| man is read hut not written, for he was not
like a man bur like an angel. [His advice in those
days was as great as a decision from the Urim

VelTumim (Malbim, # Samuel 16:23)) (Shocher Tov
3:4).

[JSons of great men (Psalms 4:3) [refers to] Doeg
and Ahithophel (Shocher Tov 3:4).

[JTwo wise neen arose in the world, one from
Istael and one from the nations of the world:
Ahithophel from Israel and Balaam from the na-
ions of the warld, Both perished . . . because their

gift did not come from the Holy One, Blessed is
He; they grabbed it for thernseives. By sinning,
their gift was no longer as if 1t caine from the Huoly
One, Blessed is Hel (Bamidbar Rabbah 22:7).

[0 Ahithophel prayed three new prayers each day
(Yerushalmi Berachos 4:4).

0] Ahithophel saw leprosy on hie genitals and took
it as a sign that he would reign {i.e., a sign that
rulership would sprout from him due to the leprosy
that David was afflicted with for six months as part
of the punishment for his sin with Bath-sheba
(Maharsha Sanhedrin 101b).} Bul Lin fact it was a
sign that] his daughter Bath-slicha would bear
Solomon (Sanhedrin 101b).

Oln all his years, Ahithophel never had a bad
dream [in order to give him lus feward in This
World] (Rashi) (Berachos 5:3hj.

7 Four commoners have no share in the Warld wo
Come: Balaam, Doeg, Alithaphel, and Gehagi
(Sanhedrin 90a).

[J The interpreters of verscs used o say: All come
to the World to Come. fuduti is iy favgiver (Psalms
60:9); this [refers to] Ahithoplicl. Tirough David,
his student, he merited a shere in the World ta
Come (Maharsha) (Sarthecii: 104L).

D) Doeg. and Ahithophel had a passion for evil
speech (Yerushalmi Pe’ah 1:1).

O Let our following not L like that of David, om
whom Ahithophel emurged (Berachos 17b).

O Doom speakers of dec ption (Puwidins 5:7: The
[verse| is speaking of Doep and Ahithophel
(Doom] them and their waords ... [Doom] thern
and their conduct (Bereishis Rabbalr 32:1).




(222)

(223)

(224)

(225)

(226)

As the reader knows the story, this is superior

advice for Dwan.

WIN means to buy time for T7. He is very convincing
though, in his argument, as he was in convincing

DWwAR that he was a true defector, back at v-m:t0.

7T had prayed that :mnR's counsel seem foolish in
the eyes of Dvwan, (82:w). This is precisely what is
happening here.

N immediately knew that if his advice is not
heeded, the rebellion would fail. As usual, he was
right. If he is killed by the king for his
rebellion all his assets would go to the king. If
he dies some other way his assets would go to his

inheritors. See below w3 MDD MOV,
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733 VTR SEE SNT ER PP > o) mobn e peh e
T3 N WS TN 2 Aeby P TS S PR PrT o T
TRTN 13 PN VI TS AT RN WED IR OB AT 9D

See Rabbinic Reflections Chapter 13.




Chapter 13

Violatiorns Corncerning the Act of Suicide

But for your own life-blpod I will vrequire a reckoming. I
will require it of every beast; of menm too will I +require a
reckoning  for human life, of every man for that of his fell?w

Mmer .

Frophets

A) Judnes 1&:20

Samsor coried, "Let me die with the Philistines." And he

pulled with all his might ...

E) I Sam. 31:4-5

Saul said to his arms—-bearer, "Draw your sword ard run

me throuch, so that the uncircumncised may wot curn me through

arnd make sport of me." But his arms-bearer, irn his great awe,

refuseds; whereupon Sauvl grasped the sword and fell uponm it.

Wher his arms—bearer saw that Saul was dead, he topo fell or his

1. S5aul’'s reqguest of the Amalekite lad to kill him iw II Sam 1:8
is riot treated here, for Saul would surely have died from the
wounds he suffered irn I Sam. 31:4-5. For this reasorn, ARbimelekh’s
request of his lad to kill him is riot treated here, for he was
also mortally wounded prior to the request.

(1




sword amd died with him.

When RAhitopel szaw that his advice bhad not beern followed, he
saddled his ass arnd wernt home to his rmative towrn. He set his

affairs in order and thenm he harged himself.

Description of Violatiaonms

The Torah prohibits the takimg of a life; evert the tdking

. A . .
of orme’'s pwn life . Yet inm the cases mentiormed here, the text .

zeems to coeordore suicide.

Rabbiwmic Resenlutions

A} No specific rabbinic passage could be fourd which
cdeal’s with Samson’s suicide. & 30 below excludes Saul's actiors

from the realm of forbidder suicide, but makes rno mention of
Samsorn. This

may imply that the rabbis cordored Saul’s actiorns but rot

3

Samson's”. Or the other hand, it carn be argued that Saul’s
suicide was deliberately excluded. Simce Saul internded to take
orily his own life, it could be suggested that his suicide was

urwarrarnted —- hevice the rabbinic exclusion. Since Samson interded

2. The rabbis urnderstood Ger. 3:5 to forbid suicide. See b EBEaba
Kama 31lb, Ger. Rabbah 34:173.

3. Bee b Avoda Zara &EBa, irn which & pagan’s desire to kill a Jew

at his ownm expernsze is compared to Samson's killing the
Fhilistiries at his own experse.

(18




to take the lives of the eremy, there was ro rneed to justify his

suicide. Herce wo specific exclusior was mecessary

B) (30) Ber. Rabbah 24:193

" [
Sk k.op[. (};C 3;) Pk, The word "akh" comes to
!TJ' ALSV NJIAD include anyore who commits
) ) !
fJ/C nef anlp 2 {ikes suicide. Ferhaps this also
. 7 .

includes someore like Saul? No
!
for the work akh delimits.

4. Abravarnel, Judges 16:30 equates Samsow’s suicide with Saul’s.
Samsorn, like Saul feared bodily torture at the hands of the
Fhilistirmes arnd acted accordivgly. The Talmudic passage in b
Avoda Zara 18a where Harira ber Teradiorn, even under extreme
torture, did naot take action to shortern his life, does rot imply
that Saul ard Samsor sirmed in committing suicide to avoid

torture. The Talmud does rot demand such martyrdom but
rionetheless relates Harmima ben Teradion’s unusual piety. See
Tosafot Avoda Zara 18A, fera%5 5 Gittin 57b 13p 3 .

Cf. also, Ralbag, Judges 16:24.
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Prialysis of Rabbinic Reselutiows
8 30 offers ro explarnation for Saul’s exclusion. The word

5

"akh" simply excludes Saul from this preohibition” . Thus
the viglation is deruied6 . Justification for the suicide of

Saul'’s armor bearer does not appear in rabbinic 1iterature7 .

"C) The rabbis did not seek Jjustificatior for Rhitopel’s
' !

suicide 8. He is considered a wicked man who did wicked thingsq.

— - — o et

F. For a concise collection of medieval armd modern rabbinic
commentary to Sauwl’s actioms, see Dov. I. Frimer "Masada in the
Light of Halakha" Traditiorn, Summer, 1371 pp. 2B-36.

6. & 30 has been urnderstood up to this point to absolve Saul of
sinm. The followirng medieval sources, however, understanmd this
passage differently. "Akh" delimits those who are already given
toe death such as Harnarniah, Mishael and Rzariah, Darn. 3:13-23.
However, "akh" does wot delimit ore from actively taking his own
life, as Saul did. See Saadiah Gaern, commentary to the Torah, D.
Kapah, Geri, 2:5, _M¥3I slnnNk |, Essay 10 cap. 113 see also

N oray TyaN pUPS> Y3 Gen F:5. Chaim Shaal’s, L8 PP Avoda
Zara 18a takes issue with these opinions.

7 . Ferhaps by armalogy, Saul'’s armor bearer’s actions can find
rabbinic Jjustificatiorn inm the stery of the fuller who took his
owr: life upoart hearirig of Rabbis death, b Ketuboth 103b. See
Maharsha ibid. ‘IN'W ;‘\3 PLO .

8 . See Radak, Ralbag, Abravanel, II Sam. 17:23. Ahitopel saw
that the tides of the rebellion were turning and that David would
defeat Absalom’'s forces. He also krniew David would kill him for
followirng Absalom. He therefore chose suicide rather than face
sure death at the hands of David.

Q. He is ore of six Israslites denied life in the world to.come,
b Sarhedrin 390a.

|30




(227)

Suicide was considered so drastic in Jewish law that
the violator would forfeit his share in the world to
come for its violation. NINDOYY PONIY PN IV MNY TINDD.
"o, for at least this reason is one of the
Biblical characters who forfeited his afterlife.

Sanhedrin 90a.
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CHAPTER X1I!

MISHNAH. ALL ISRAEL? HAVE A PORTION IN THE WORLD
TO COME,} FOR IT IS WRITTEN, 'THY PEOPLE ARE ALL RIGHT-
EOUS; THEY SHALL INHERIT THE LAND FOR EVER, THE BRANCH
OF MY PLANTING, THE WORK OF MY HANDS, THAT I MAY BE
GLORIFIED. * BUT THE FOLLOWING HAVE NO PORTION THERE-
IN: HE WHO MAINTAINS THAT RESURRECTION IS NOT A BIBLIC-
AL DOCTRINE.,’ THE TORAH WAS NOT DIVINELY REVEALED,
AND AN EPIXOROS.! R. AKIBA ADDED: ONE WHO READS UN-
CANONICAL BOOKS.! ALSO ONE WHO WHISPERS [A CHARM]
OGVER A WOUND AND SAYS, ‘1 WILL BRING NONE OF THESE
DISEASES UPON THEE WHICH I BROUGHT UPON THE EGYP-
TIANS: FORTAM THE LORD THAT HEALETH THEE. } ABBA SAUL
SAYS: ALSC ONE WHO PRONOUNCES THE DIVINE NAME AS IT
IS SPELT. ¢

THREE KINGS AND FOUR COMMONERS HAVE NO PORTION IN
THE WORLD TO COME: THE THREE KINGS ARE |EROBOAM,
AHAB, AND MANASSEH.S R, JUDAH SAID: MANASSEH HATH A
PORTION THEREIN, FORIT IS WRITTEN, 'AND HE PRAYED UNTO
HIM, AND WAS INTREATED OF HIM, AND HE HEARKENED TO
HIS SUPPLICATION AND THEY RESTORED HIM TO JERUSALEM,
TO HIS XINGDOM.'! THEY [THE SAGES] ANSWERED HIM: THEY
RESTORED HIM TO HIS KINGDOM, BUT NOT TO [HIS PORTION
IN] THE WORLD TO COME. FOUR COMMONERS, V1Z., BALAAN,
DOEG, AHITOPHEL, AND GEHAZL?




(228) MY and VAN are here called sisters. At WOMNMIT
¥-v:1 both are MT's sisters, daughters of w. It
would seem then, that w and wn) are one and the
same. Rashi cites this opinion based on »mn at mvw
1. ‘uwnv therefore, was DWwaN's cousin. (He was

also ann's cousin.
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An objection is raised:=Four died through the serpent’s machi-
nations,) viz., Benjamin the son of Jacob, Amram the father of
Moses, Jesse the father of David, and Caleb the son of David.
Now, all are known by tradition, save Jesse the father of David,
in whose case the Writ gives an explicit intimation, For 1t is
written, And Absalom set Amasa over the host instead of Joab. Now
Amasa was the son of a man whose name was Ithra the Israelite, that
went in to Abigail the daughter of Nahash. sister to Zeruiah Joab's
mother.« Now, was she the daughter of Nahash? Surely she was the
daughter of Jesse, for it is written. and their sisters were Zeruiah
and Abigail’s Hence it must mean. the daughter of one who died
through the machinations of the nahash [serpent].

(229) See above footnote #108.

{230) See above footnote #110.
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DWWAN is obviously trying to kill M7, yet ™7 has

pity on DwwaN.

father can never kill a son.

A son can kill a father,

but a

See the following X

which derives a n29n from the difference YYTMO

72 a-b.

SANHEDRIN
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Our Rabbis taughe: [If thief be found breaking in, and be smitten
thar he die], there shall no blsod be shed for him, if the sun be risen upon
him.+ Now, did che sun rise upon him only? But [this is the
meaning:] ‘If it is as clear to thee as the sun that his INtentions
are not peaceable, slay him: if not, do not slay him." Another
[Baraitha} taught: If the sun be risen upon him, there shall be blood shed
for him. Now, did the sun rise upon him alone? But if it is as clear

to thee as the sun that his Intentions are
atherwise, slay him. These two unna

each other.'—This is no difficulty: [72b

peaceable, do not slay him;
med [Baraithas] contradice

] the firse [Baraith;] refers

to a father [robbing| his son, the second to a son [robbing] his

father.?

Rab said: "Any man that broke into
excepting R. Hanina b, Shil, ' Why?

my house, [ would kill,

Shall we say because he is

righteous [and therefore certain not to kill me]? Surely he has
broken in!s—But because | am assured that he would have pity

upon me, like a father for his son.

{1) The firse implying that in doubt thou ma

vest not siay him; the sccond, thas

in doubt thou mavest. (2) A father has more compassion for his son than a
son for his father. Hence, it a father robs his son, the latter must assume that

he will not go vo extremes il he defends his property. Consequcn!ly, he may

kil him only if he is certai thereot. But it a son robs his father and even more

su, when one robs a stranger), he may assume that he 15 prepared 10 kill him,
unless certain that he will not. Therefore, if he has any doubt, he may take his

life
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(232) See Rashi and Radak who explain how a place yrvnaava

is called pndNY. See :anppN21 for the source of

this description as well as NWHDIWT to ATy,
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BABA KAMMA 80b-814a
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Our Rabbis taught:7 Joshua [on his entry into Eretz Yisrael]
laid down ten stipulations: [81a) That cattle be permitted to
pasture in woods; ¢ that wood may be gathered [by all] in private
fields: + that grasses may similarly be gathered [by all] in all places,
with the exception, however, of a field where fenugrec is growing; +
that shoots be permitted to be cut off [by all] in all places, with
the exception, however, of stumps of olive trees; 4 that a spring
emerging [even | for the first time may be used by the townspeople;
that it be permitted to fish with an angle in the Sea of Tiberias,
provided no sail is spread as this would detain boats [and thus
interfere with navigation]; that it be permitted to ease one’s self
at the back of a fence even in a field full of saffron; that it be per-
mitted [to the public] to use the paths i private fields until the
ume when the second rain is expected; 5 that it be permitted to turn
aside to [private] sidewalks in order to avoid the road-pegs; that
one who has lost himself in the vineyards be permitted to cut his
way through when going up and cut his way through when coming
down;5 and that a dead body. which anyone finds has to bury
should acquire [the right to be buried on] the spot [where found].

(233) See T:y2AD09 which also points to a forest in this

area.

(234) Rashi cites a Midrash that owwar tried to cut his
hair with a sword but was frightened by a vision of

oM and dropped it.
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(235)

(236)

(237)

(238)

(239)

(240)

See above footnote #189, #190.

DWWAN's hair must have been quite long, for if his
hands could reach the branch from where he was
stuck, surely he would have pulled himself up rather
than be suspended. Therefore, his hair must have
been longer than the length of his arms. He would
have had to have been quite high off the ground when
he was caught. Mmpwa above indicates how thick this
forest was to prepare our ear and imagination for

how DWwaN could have been caught.

N realizes that he is defying the king, but does
so nonetheless to prevent more bloodshed. DWwIR's
death would end the war, as it does. The "M itself
notes that aN» prevented bloodshed in its report of

0 PIDD.

DYvaN's end is filled with ironies that were noted

by 910, NNVD. See above, footnotes #189, 190, 195.

See footnote #237 that indicates that amn's actions

saved lives.

As we see often in Y90 this burial is 7. It
would appear that OWwaIN was not buried there but in
the pit in the forest. pPr11 suggests that his bones

were buried there.

[ 3G
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(242)

(243)

T means a memorial, as in ovIT at MWWV . There
too, the prophet speaks of a memorial for a man
without children. See the familiar accompanying

picture of what is today considered pywwanT.

See above ¥:T and footnote 191.
DWYANNPN is the style of Biblical narrative. »npw

contains the T9nn»n which takes the future verb np

"he will take"™ and turns it to past - "he took".
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(The TN also takes a past wverb such as mInN and
turns it to future manN "and you will love": without
the n the accent is on the beginning of the wozrd,
with the the accent.is on the end of the word).

When the narrative reads NPy oWwwaNy, this means DWWaN
had taken. This is obvious here for DWwan has just
been killed and buried. See other examples in w9
MY at NeTIOUNID - IMUN MN INYT DTN and NX: XD HUN13

IR WND Y INTPS M, below.

DX,
TR PRTNK TP NOR MWK MaThK v
Y307 PRI Y7 9N TR K TR

ST DN (N)
OAE 2T (W30 121170 Jan YD Pone OTP 25uy X D0 BT I3
IOM3 N 1D TILSE INASE VIE ©I I 3D

N2

t

TP T NN YR TR TITTT B i)
TRI? B BT i hh Smm e ps
OVOR TR PT ib 3

£P3ND 33E 7008 1H25 I DEID TBO T RKTIPD T (K) .

THEY A0 330D INFE D3NP D313 D 937 DY T35 HIY 19230 Yy omne
(.35 hnp H33) Pm3h ph horC OTP 330 DIPBE D3E PH D ‘M O

1 8%




(244)

Moo ONY is the concept that will expound a
biblical text based on its consonantal makeup, while
changing its vocal makeup. The biblical text was
revealed without vowels. In addition, some words
are spelled with an extra letter (as in My at WwN”
%) or a missing letter (as in 7328 at n:NX»N). Most
often these extra or missing letters involve a N
(extra as in Py am:DNIPN missing as in -TNWMWYNII
MNn) or a » {extra as in PPIMIWIPNYII; missing as in
R (:A0nY)) . There is a MwIT on all of these
examples, TMMUNYDOXRY even has an effect on NON. When
N guestion why we only take one 150 even though
the P9 says to take prnnm® - palm branches, the
NN) answers because N9) is spelled without the 1 and
can therefore be read ormnm2 in singular. Of
course the NMWpPO¥l must read 73, but the nwIT is

still made. The main discussion in 2N on NMUNY DN W

appears at .Ty1TI0 below. See p711 to this pwa for
the PMUNSoNY drasha on PNl in our Pwd. Pr1l also
has a nv1T of NMoNd>oNw on the previous pwd, on the

word INNT.
5 o
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Our Rabbis taught: Monetary cases are tried by three. Rabbi
says, by five, so that in case of a division there will be a
majority verdice, 1.e., of three. But surely even in the case of three
there is possible a maj orx:y verdict [namely, of two]?~ What Rabbi
means 1s that an unanimous decision of three is required for the
verdict. Hence he holds that the stage at which three judges are
prescribed is the final decsion. This opinion was ridiculed by R.
Abbahu, for the Great Sanhedrin would accordingly have to consist
of one hundred and forty one, in order that the final verdict might
be given [in case of a division] by a majority of at least seventy-
one; and the small Sanhedrin would have to consist of forty-five,
m order that the final verdict might be given by twenty-three?
This however cannot be maintained, since the text, Gather unto me
seventy men of the elders of Israels prescribes seventy at the eime of
gathering; and likewise, the verse, The congregation shall judge, and
the congregation shall deliver® refers to the time when the congregation
proceeds to judge. Similarly it may be concluded that the verse,
The master of the house shall come near unto the judges? [from which
the need of three judges in monetary cases is derived], is to be
explained as referring to the time when the plaintiff appears before
the Court, at which point three judges are required. [Whence
then does Rabbi deduce that five are needed?})—Rabbi derives
this from the plural form of the predicate ‘yarshi'ua' [they shall
condemn), arguing that the subject ‘Elohim' [judge:} 1s herea p]ural
mdicating at leasttwo, and similarly the earlier 'Elshim' i in the same
context denotes two. So we have four. Adding another, since a
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court cannot consist of an cven number, there are five: L4ut bat
the Rabbis {who hold that onlv three are needed ] adope the written
form _vurshi'uuﬁ

R. Isaac b. Joseph’ said in the name of R. Johanan: Rabbt and
R.-Judah b. Ro'ez. the Shammaites, R. Simcon and R. Akiba. all
hold that Mikra¢ s decerminant in Biblical exposition.

Rabbi's opinion 1s retlected in what has been <aid: that he reads
yurshi .

The opinion of R. Judah b. Re'ez is given in the following: For
it has been taught: The disetples of R. Judah b. Ro’ez asked him:
Why not read shibe 't [seventy imstead of shebu'apim {two weeksis
[extending the period of uncleaniiness to seventy days¥? He
answered: The law has fixed the period of purity and mpurnity in
the case of 2 male child and it has fixed the period of purity and
impuricy in case of a female child. Just as the period of purification
after the birth of a temale child is double that after the birth of a
male child. <o must the peried of uncleanness alter the birth of
a female child be no more than double that after the birth of a
male child [whichis only seven days ). After they left him he sought
them out agam and satd "You have no need of that explanation
since Mikru is decerminant, and we read shebu'uyim [two weeks].

The opmion of the Shammaites 1s advanced in the following
[Mishnahi: For we learned:6 Beth Shammai said: If the blood of
sacrifices that is to be sprinkled on the outer altar was applied
only once,” the affering 1s valid. as it 1s said. the bloed of thy sucrifice
shail be poured out® Tdenoting onc application]. In the case of asin
offering. however. they hold that two applications are required:
but the Hillelites hold that in the case of a sin olfermyg also a
single sprinkling effects atonement. And R. Huna said: What 1
the Shammaites’ reason for thetr opimon? =Tt s that the plural
‘karnoth’ [horns of the alar] occurs three times in this cantext!
denoting six. and so implving that four sprinklings are preseribed
wn the first instance, but chat two are indispensable. But the
Hillelites argue that since "karnorh’ 15 twice written defectively,

and can be read ‘karnath’i [singular], only four sprinklings are
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implied. three bemg preseribed mthe firct mstanee. and that oniv
one 15 mdispensable. Bur why not argue that ail the four are
merely presertbed without asingic anc being mdispensable? =\ e do
nat find an act of expration effected without an accompanymy ree.

R. Simeon’s opinion 1< expressed m the following "Baranha It
has been taught: s A Sukkahs needs at least twao wails of the pre-
seribed dimensions and a third of the width of at lease a hand.
breadth. R. Simeon sas«. Three complete walls and the fourth
the width of a hand-breadth. What 1« really ther pont of dis-
pute? — The Rabbis® hold that Masorah 15 determinant in Bibheal
exegests, while R. Simeon hailds that Mikra s deterninant. The
Rabbss, taking the former view. aryue that as the word “bussukdord’
which accurs three umes® s wrirten onee plene in the plural” and
twice defectively? making m all four references. So. subtracung
one as requred for the command ieself. chere are three lft.
Next comes the Sinaitic Haluchah = and dinumishes the third and
fixes 1t at 2 hand breadth. But R, Simeon s ot the opimion that
Mikra is determunant and thus all the three bussukketh are to be
read m the plural. making a total of six. One of these i required
for the command itself. leaving four. and the fourth is diminished
in virtuc of the Sinaitic Huluchalt, to a handbreadth.

As to R. Akiba's opmion—it has been taught:' R Akiha
said: Whenee 1s 1t deduced that a fourth ol a Lyt of blood which
1ssucs from two corpses carries uncleanness accordmg to the law
relating to the pollution of cems.t Teis said: [e shalf nor g0 m ante
any dead body.+ [The plural nafshotlh translated “body™ mdiates
that! even from two bodies a single {vital! quanuty suffices to
carry uncleanness; but the Rahbis argue that ic i wntten wafsharh
isingular], {denoting that a vital quantity can defile oniv o 1«
1ssues from one corpsel.




(245)

(246)

There is good news (MT's side won the war) and bad
news (OYWvaN was killed) for T1. YWONN wants to be
the bearer of the good news alone, but Inv informs
him that the good news comes hand in hand with the
bad news. Therefore let someone else be the bearer
of bad news. It is a general principle to avoid
being the bearer of bad news. 7T cares more for the
news about DWwan than for the general news of
battle. Since WoNX gives no report of DWwan the
king brushes him aside to hear from the second
report of the »wd. The fact though is, that xywmnN
did have a good report - that T will remain king.
Yet this is not the good news M7 was waiting for, as
is indicated in vOpwo. MT's expectations here are
misplaced. If DWvaIN remains alive, the rebellion
remains alive. If the rebellion continues, more
peocple will die, perhaps even 17 himself. See below
V. Getting back to awv's advice, it is better from
the standpoint of ywwnN, for him not to be the
bearer of bad news to MT. However YWoNX is not
considering his own standpoint, but T's. For ™7,

it is better to hear the news of the death of his

son from someone he knows.

See the end of footnote #236. M OMIN translated 9w

as xvMInmn, meaning the beasts of the forest.
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(247)

PPV notices the reference to M 8 times. See
Rashi for the interpretation. This battle was more
difficult for M7 than all the others. 1In fact Ymn
say this war was more bitter to M7 than even M mNon
MM which will precede mwvmnmn?. This is derived at
Y07 from the juxtaposition of Ap1woonn which
according to o1mn refers to mMmmm and NP1 which

refers to DWwvanN's revolt.
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R. Johanan further said in the name of R. Simeon b. Yohai:
A bad son‘ in a man’s house is worse than the war of Gog and
Magog. For it is said: 4 Psalm of David, when he fled from Absalom
his son,5 and it is written after that: Lord, how many are mine adver-
saries become! Many are they that rise up against me.¢ But in regard
to the war of Gog and Magog it is written: Why are the nations in an
uproar? And why do the peoples mutter in vain,7 but. it is not writren:
‘How many are mine adversaries become!’

‘A Psalm of David, when he fled from Absalom his son’." A Psalm of
David’? He ought to have said: ‘A Lamentation of David'! R.
Simeon b. Abishalom said: A parable: To what is this to be com-
pared? To a man who has a bond outstanding agamnst him; untl
he pays it he worries8 but after he has paid it, he rejoices. So was
it with David. When the Holy One, blessed be He, said to him:
Behold, I will raise up evil agaiust thee out of thine own house, he began
worrying. He thought: it may be a slave or a bastard who will
have no pity on me. When he saw that it was Absalom, he was
glad. and therefore he said: "4 Psalm'.
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(248)

(249)

(250)

(251)

(252)

(253)

ax» is especially angered by rprnnmomm iy, If
that were so, why did all of M1's followers risk

their lives for M2

an» had asked M7 to speak to the people in Mpwoa.
In "9, T simply appears before the people but
does not speak. Perhaps it is understood that he

blessed his people for their loyalty.

This refers to those who sided with DWwaN, as ™:m

indicated.

Remember that mwny followed DWwIAN,D:Y. Nwny and IND

were first cousins, both nephews of 7. See above
note 228. M1 is being very forgiving of everyone
involved in the rebellion and this will further

anger aNY,

This is a v ey used in AN and it is used whether
the person wants the thing to happen (as in our
case) or whether he doesn't (as in ™YNONMw). The
terminology appears 11 times in 70 and only in the

books of "Nmv ,02%n and M.

According to pr11, the subject is Nwny. He was so
thankful to m7 that he helped renew the kingdom as
quickly as possible, according to TINNMsn, it was NI

himself who did this.
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(255)

See above note 216.

>nn point to two ironies behind TM's forgiveness of
Wwny. One, at .»ndmn, that WNY was an ancestor of
»TM, and had MT killed wnv, we would have had no
oM story. To add to this iromny, 770 point out that
MNN N was descended from nN, whom XY didn't kill
when he should have. 1If so both the hero and the
villain of the Purim story existed because M7 and
"Wv allowed men to live when they shouldn't have.

An additional irony relates to DWWAIN's rebellion.

By all judgment, 0DWvaN should have succeeded in his
rebellion. 1In fact, he would have, had wmn not
convinced oWwaN to reject 79MNN's advice. And even
with this rejection, M7 would have been defeated had
WNR and Y not returned to report tc M7,
According to Ynmwwam, these two spies were saved by
none other than »Wwnw's own wife! TIf so, MT's pardon
- both here as well as before at chapter 16 are all

part of m'S plan.

MEGILLAH

l’ﬂ

rD THTNT YeEh M AYED K
e H bW A En T pTT YT
mre ThTRT NS Swe ndep ’97

b e R

[13a] viz.. that David did noc kill Shimei rom whom was de-
scended Mordecai who proveked Haman. "And how a Benjamite
repaid me’, viz., that Saul did not slay Agag from whom was
descended Haman who oppressed Israel.
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(256) See the following source from Encyclopedia Judaica,
Vol. 16-pg. 1407-1408. See also the sources below
of vy to T MYNI and N2:VODMIT.  OMN generally
expound the pwo as if the word under the dots was

not there.

1.2.2. ORTHOGRAPHIC IRREGULARITIES IN THE WRITING

Various irregular items found in the actual form of the
writing are also relevant to the manner in which the text is
copied. These go back to early sources and are discussed
here in their assumed chronological order.

1.2.2.1. Extraordinary Points. There are dots over 15
words in the Bible and sometimes also under them, one dot
over each letter or over some of the letters. The words are
distributed as follows: ten in the Torah (in the tenth place in
the Torah,*Deut. 29:28, the dots cover 11 letters of three
words ¥ i*33%143%), four in the Prophets, the dots being
above in each case, and one word in the Hagiographa (Ps.
27:13), where there are dots also beneath the word (&%1%).
There are different traditions on the details. (See the full list
in the Masorah Magna for Numbers 3:39, and in Okhlah
we-Okhlah (ed. S. Frensdorff, 1864, §96), with the additional
bibliography there.) These dots are a very ancient tradition,
the evidence concerning some of them going back to the
second century C.E.: see, for example, R. Yose in the
Mishnah (Pes. 9:2) concerning the he with a dot, in the
word #Apna (Num. 9:10). A comprehensive list of the lo-
cation of these dots in the Torah is already found in Sifrei
Numbers chap. 69 (ed. Horovitz p. 64-65), R. *Simeon
bar Yohai being mentioned there; and further evidence is to
be found in the Talmud and in the Midrashim. (The
references were noted in the Arukh ha-Shalem under
“naqad,’’ and to these should be added Ber. 4a; Naz. 23a;
Hor. 10b.) There have been various theories put forth
concerning the origin and meuning of these dots (see L.
Blau, Masoretische Untersuchungen (Strassburg, 1891),
6-40; Zur Finleitung in die Heilige Schrift (Budapest,
1894), 113-20; R. Butin, The Ten Negudoth of the Torah
(Baltimore, 1906, repr. New York, 1969)); however, they do

not belong to the system ol vocalization and they also appear
in Torah scrolls which are fit for public recitation.
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(257)

D01 AR TUYD ANR NITEY BT 15 1IBRD BN ANEER MY mamesm ()
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Radak suggests first that qQu»ma represents all of
N DY) because they were more numerous
(cf. w-T:vyv1) than the other tribes. Later in
history when the kingdom was divided between nTy/m
and the Northern tribes, the latter kingdom was
often called qovma(:NOY) or DMAN(V:EN2WPNH). This
is understood, since the kings of the Northern
tribes descended from qov». At this early time,
though, even before the split kingdom, we see qov
mentioned separately with nmm.

See My,

includes two additional explanations viT1112. They

appear below.

Radak

21. the firz of all the House of
Joseph — How did Shimei, a Benjs.
mite, refer to himself as a member
of the house of Joseph? Rabinowitz
suggests that all of Rachel's children,
Benjamin, Ephraim, and Menashe,
felt a strong common bond for each
other and were therefore grouped
under the collective title “"House of
Joseph™, (Perhaps the name Joseph
was chosen because Joseph's sons
Ephraim and Menashe composed
two-thirds of this union and were
each larger and mightier than the
tribe of Benjamin which had only
few decades prior been greatly deci-
mated in the afrermath of the Pile-
gesh Bgivah -incident. See Judges
20).
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(258)

(259)

(260)

TV INMsN explains MWD MIVI MNN N> that wnv would not
die for this sin. Yet M7 seems to indicate Jjust
that in his final words. NIppnyT therefore prefers
to explain YPwornmMNNnNy, that »wovw will not die that
day by M7's hand, but will die at a later date by

the hand of mmdv, for this sin.

MY NN explains that grandchildren can also be
called children. See w1 to V2:Y71TPA1. Many other
examples appear in 27n. YSNI7IN points out that since
7T will deal very harshly with nwaam, he is called
vyl and not ywmmyl, with whom M7 made a pact with

respect to their children (2m:3'NOXmMVY).

See above footnote #213. Malbim addresses NIN's
accusations from 2 directions. ™7 considers nviam
rebellious for (1) not sharing in T's WY by leaving
DYvY. This can only mean that nv1dn considered
DWWINR a partner in rebellion as NN accused. NVN's
accusation »twW was that yw1am was not in DOv. He
did fear staying in oovv». He did not join DWwaR's
forces, and he explains why he couldn't Jjoin M7,
because of his physical impairment. Moreover, his.
hygienic situation in "> pw9 attests to the fact

that he truly mourned MT's exile.




(261)

(262)

Earlier, at T:t0, 77 said that N8 should take the

entire property. Here M1 haphazardly turns back to

give mwdon back half of his field.

P17 points to a nMNpDat :wMmw that says that when
77 said to split the field, a heavenly voice
descended from above and declared that T1's kingdom
would one day be split as well. This is a prophecy
of the split in the kingdom of M7T's grandson, DOYIN)
I-N:RDMYM. Earlier in A%Nmw, the unifying formula
of M's ruling over all of YNwWwM is that he
promulgated vown and NP8 for everyone (W:n). This
perversion of justice therefore would be a harbinger

for the split in the kingdom.
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Rab Judah said in Rab’s name: When David said to Mepht-
bosheth, ‘Thou and Ziba divide the land, a Heavenly Echo came
forth and declared to him, Rehoboam and Jeroboam shall divide
the kingdom.® Rab Judah said in Rab’s name: Had not David
paid heed to slander, the kingdom of the House of David would
not have been divided, Israel had not engaged in idolatry,? and
we would not have been exiled from our country.1°
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(264)

(265)

(266)

(267)

This refers to the end of Chapter 17 when ’nm
brought M1 provision at war. 7T also saw to it that

oY would care for "Ma's children t:31'RDM9n.

N1 speaks as though it its commonplace to hear
women singing. Although 91N say My NYNA P (T2 M3,
if a woman is not singing alone, her voice will not

be heard since ynnwn &Y 9P»IN (N NYIND).

According to »wi, DIND was YMN's son.

Here the DWW argue over MT's favor. MT's fortunes
now take a slight turn, but there is more s in

store yet in this "99v.

The MWy refers to the ten tribes, excluding NN
of course, and ym2. Although Y»1 1s considered
part of NM® regarding the split kingdom (X3712'NDon)
we see that even before,pmi is considered separate
from the other 10 tribes. In this instance, yYmna's
numbers are greatly diminished because of the recent
story at the end of DLVNWVD. RV himself
considered PN VIY to be the smallest of the tribes-
N:0RONMDY . PoMa is not included here - not so much
because they were part of nTm. That is clearly not
the case here. Most of YPM were at this time

following XM YWWNY earlier in this pa9.
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(269)

(270)

As NP8 will indicate, 2311ayav was from OM9NIN,
the place of DWwaN's revolt. "™M21myav like NN WDV
was from pm»avav. P had a son named 173
(NO:mwNI1Y).  Also, yav might serve as a reminder of
the name of someone who was the reason for all of

T1's misfortunes.

These were the owwy that M7 left behind at w:v.
ovwwaN had violated them at 213-Nd:tw. See above

footnote #25. Radak refers to a dispute in 77n over

why 1 did this. The original source appears in
1A PITMOU MUV, According to one opinion, MT's
repentance for yawm required him to prohibit
himself to those permitted to him , and this he did
here.
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At first 77 sends Nuny to lead in battle, as Ty had
appointed Nuny to replace INY in v»PI1d. The text
does not explain why, but informs us that Nuny was
not up to the task and »waN , IN»'s brother took
over. NIWPNMT suggests that the masses refused to
follow Nuny because of his role in O¥WwWIN's

rebellion.
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(271) Why does the story of the owi’9 interrupt the

report of »dayayaw's rebellion? Malbim explains that

7T demonstrated that DWwwaN's rebellion failed and ™7

therefore set aside the women violated. This would

be a sign that all other rebellions would fail as

well.

(272) INY hates Nwny for siding with oWwwan, but also for

the threat that Nvny poses to IN»'s military

leadership. aINV®'s murder here is not unlike the

murder of MIN in N pIm.

Perhaps IN» interpreted

Nuny's delay as further proof of his disloyalty to

nI.

(273) The death of »Mayayw is the source of much halakhic

inquiry and detail. See the following sources.
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PESAHIM 5k

And how do we know it of murder
itsell?s It is common sense. Even as one who came before Raba
and said to him: The governor of my town has ordered me, 'Go
and kill So-and-so; if not, 1 will kil you." He answered him: ‘Let
him kill you rather than that you should commit murder: what
[reason] do you see [for thinking] that your blood is redder?
Perhaps his blood is redder. '»

(9} That one must alluw aneselfl 1o be slain rather than commit

murder {10} You have no right to murder him 1o save yourself: his life is no
less valuable than your owa,
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If two men are traveling on a journey [far from civilization] and or
has a pitcher of water, il both drink they will both die, but if or
only drinks, he can reach civilization. Ben Patura taught: it

better that both should drink and die, rather than that one shoul
behold his companion’s death.” Until Rabbi Akiba came and taugh'
* sthat thy brother may live with thee' (Lev. 25:36), thy life take

precedence over his life.”
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JT TERUMOT 8:4

A company of men is conlronted by non-Jews. They say, “Give us
one of your number whom we will kill. If you do not, we will kill all
of you!” Even though all of them will be killed, let them not deliver
a single Jewish soul into their hands. However, if they specified a
single individual, as for example in the case of Sheva ben Bikhri (2
Sam, 20). then they mav deliver him up and not themselves be killed.
Rabbi Simeon ben Lakish said, “This is so only when that person is
guilty of a capital offense, as was Sheva ben Bikhri.” Rabbi Yohanan,
however, said, “He may be delivered up, even though he is not guilty
of a capital offense.™
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) So too, if heathens said to
Israclites, "Surrender one of your number to us, that we may put him to death, otherwise,
we will put all of you to death™, they should all suffer death rather than surrender s
single Israclite to them. But if they specified an individual, saying “Surrender that particular
person to us, or else we will put all of you to death”, they may give him up, provided
that he was guiley of a eapital crime like Sheba, son of Bichri (who rebelled againse David}.
But this rule is not told them in advance. If the individual specified has not incurred

.qpi;ll,l punishment, they should all suffer desth rather than surrender a single Tsraelite
to them.
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[F HEATHENS sAYs To JEWS, "GIVE US ONE OF YOUR N

THEY MAY NOT GIVE UP ANYONE UNLESS THE HEATHENS
SAY, "GIVE US THAT PARTICULAR PERSON,"
EVEN IN SUCH A CASE THEY MAY NOT GIVE H
CAPITAL CRIME LIKE SHEVA BEN BICHRI.

(274)

(275)

(276)

B3

{'n Yoy 035

UMBER WHOM WE WILL KILL,"
SPECIFY AN INDIVIDUAL AND

AND SOME ARE OF THE OP|NION THAT
IM UP UNLESS HE IS GUILTY OF A

The purpose of the review of M1's cabinet is to

strengthen his kingdom.

Now that the rebellions are

over, M1 takes stock of the leadership in Israel.

The rebellions ended, but T's P8 did not.

next note,

See the

though, for the time frame of this event.

See the following note which mentions a number of

opinions,

found in a note of NN NyT.
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(277) See MNYyMN below for an explanation of this

terminology.

AR TXW .12 BUNAK CAYK SATSVY AT I3 0 1 TTISY TS K2W 80% IR IN0KT D 0T 20Ty
XY Z0p%m 23737 IR 2RI 03T T TTIY DY KZD 017 NEN R0 KIS X9 P (0 00 T DRea
T TNIT 0N PR BIT T OUINT OPTY SPI0 XSV ORY TEK NTDURD KIS KN PIS TR T A
MIBI%) T 718 AK T TPIT TR .02 KUK TN 3T PR CIBK IKIT K7 PT2 — T AS TR M PR 2Tn M

.2~y ny

(278) N at VP NP NI explain that when DWw killed the
oD at j), he rendered the oMWl unemployed. the
oMWY had served the DMND as water carriers and
woodcutters and the destruction of 13) was devastating

to the o»yay. This devastation, 2"N explain is why

our Pwd considers it as if though YwWv killed them.
Also, the N in WYy explains that MNY is
punished more for his sin to the DMyaY than the
obviously worse sin to the D»nd themselves, because
Hashem pressed the cause of converts more than of

Jews. See below. Saadiah Gaon suggests that "nw




probably killed the o%wi) as well as the o»nd. In
fact such an opinion would appear to be bolstered by
the end of Apwy. See below footnote #281 to
explain how T could hand over some of NNw's
descendants for SWw's sins. The Torah prohibits

this at 12:75D27T - MIANDY INDY N2 DM DN DY MIANINDY ND,

BABA KAMMA 11ys

T™IN N SN 55 i TR
TN WS W3 S oD v e
T TIYP oo oy wes AN PRI P O A »
X7 B3 07 LR WN T D oan ews Thun
TOINY NE DY AN TR Op omtm nna S S Ox°
ADYPMIDY P23 D 2N RS YUY w2 R San e mEy A
U2 DIIR'ANG BT 2T RO OAN 17 2 NG NoT* o un
o8 M XD N Do oMY TapsRonm A [E¥782] (E2¥N2) 30T wE R
TS NON DIP2ITAN SN 1T WD I3 I DO AN e N [5¥] 277 mea S Swe
FEIVTIOND VT 0D oy e D I 1R YR RS Ty 21

R. Johanan said: To rob a fellow-man even of the value of 1

perutaht is like taking away his life? from him, as it says: So are the
ways of every one that is greedy of gain; which 1aketh away the life of the
owners thereof, and it is also written: And he shall eat up thine haryeg
and.rhy bread [which) thy sons and thy daughters [should eat],’ and it 5
agamn said: For hamas [the violence | against the children of Judah becanse
they have shed innocent blood in their land, + and it is said further: Jr &
for Saul and for his bloody house because he slew the Grbeonites.s By
wby cite the further statemenrs?—Because you might say that
this applies only to his own soul but not to the soul of his song
al:ld daughters. Therefore come and hear: The flesh of his sons ang
his duughters. So also if you say that these statements apply only
W}'-ACI'E no money was given$ whereas where money was given,
thlS. would not be 50,7 come and hear: "For hamas3 [1he vialenczi
agawnst the children of Judah because they have shed innocent blood iy
their land." Again, should you say that these statements refer onl

toa case where a robbery was directly committed by hand whereas
where it was merely caused indirectly this would not be so, come
and hear: It is for Suul and for his bloody house because he slew the
Gibeonites”; for indeed where do we find that Saul slew the Gibeo-
nites? It must therefore be because he slew Nob,? the city of the
priests, who used to supply them with water and food., 1°Scripture.
considers it as though he had slain them.
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YEBAMOTH 794

{279)

because the ol displayed cruelty,

not characteristic of Jews.

N5° 2 N
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MDY ES ANR O A a3 P ot um e e ma b e

S Oy w03 o e s AN Op Sxeer T3 e ot
’ O8N DUET RS

But, surely, it is written, The fathers shall
not be put to death for the children erc.!18—R. Hiyya b. Abba replied
in the name of R. Johanan: It is better that a letter be rooted out
of the Torah than that the Divine name shall be publicly pro-
faned.s

And Rizpah the daughter of Aiak tock sackeloth, and spread it for

her wpon the rock, from the beginning of harvest until water was poured
upon them from heaven; and she suffered neither the birds of the air to
rest on them by day. nor the beast of the field by night. = But, surely, 1t
is wricten. His body shall not remain all night upon the tree!'s R Johanan
replied in the name of R. Simeon b. Jehozadak: It is proper that
a letter be rooted out of the Torah so that thereby the heavenly
name shall be publicly hallowed. For passers-by were enquiring,
‘What kind of men are these?' — These are royal princes’. ‘And

 what have they done? — They laid their hands upon unattached®

strangers’. Then theyv exclaimed: ‘There is no nation in existence
which one ought to join as much as this one. If [the punishment
of] royal princes was so great, how much more that of common
people: and if such [was the justice done for] unattached prose-
lytes. how much more so for Israelites’. :

A hundred and fifty thousand men immediately joined Israel:

7N say that the oMy are thus described here

The N,

a trait which is

commenting on

this in a well known source of three characteristics

of Jews - DM ,DTON NN and ONw»Ml.

Oy,

TSN R0 N
o cmen Yo parram o
TE3VN T S P e 2
5y WNT o Mopn® 2 el
R [y=5° 2nsT omen tmu e
D w50 W A mone
N2 £aTY W b ouen mwbe
'

See below,

mna?

ALy

He tried to pacify them but they
would not be pacified. Thereupon he said to them: This nation 't is
distinguished by three characteristics: They are merciful, bashful
and benevolent. ‘Merciful’, for is is written. And shew thee mercy,
and have compassion upon thee, and multiply thee.'= ‘Bashful’, for it is
writen, That His fear may be before you.'s ‘Benevolent’, for it is
wncten, That he may command his childrer and his-household exc.< Crily
he who cultivates these three characteristics is fir to join this
nation.




(280)

(281)

BN in our PO may be a generic term, similar to »»
as we see in WL MYNII or 2A7]1TM1 and many others.
Also, 9"¥n say that the DMWY were called "n because
they deceived yvn and displayed the attributes of a

NN, a snake.
How could M7 agree to kill descendants of "Wwv for

My's sins. Surely the PN prohibits such wvicarious

punishment! See Rabbinic Reflections chapter 34.

do¥




Crapter 34

Viplartior of trme Law Apainst Micarious Puniebment

I

Farents shall 7ot be put to ceath for childrew, or
childerer be nut to death for parents. A peresorn shall be out tz

death omly for hie owr orime.

Erophets

sEonitee arswered him .. The marn who

o
-t
m
i
=
T

massacred ws and plarmrmed to extermivate us, o that we shonld

. . . . 1
ot gurvive in all the territory of Israel”, let seven
pf his male issue be handed over to us, arnd we will impale

them ... and the kirno replied "I will do =o.”
= 1

Descriptiorn pf Viclatiow

1. Such arn act of Saul’s against the Gibeonites is rot recorded
in the Bible. See J Sarhedrin £:7, J Kiddushin 4:1, b Yebamot
78b, B@midbar Rabbah B8:4, for an aggadic account of Baul'’s sin to
the LGibeorites.

Z. Dt. E4:16 does rnot allow childrer to be punished for sirns
committed by their parerts. The Torah alsao says, however, (Ex.
34:7) "He does riot remit a1l punishment, but visits the iniguity
of fathers uporn childrern." The heaverly court visits the
iniguity of fathers orn children. David however, is im violation
of Dt. 24:1&¢ for doirng so. See Midrash Tarmaim Dt. 24:16. See

Jde9
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=

The Terah grohibits viecariouws cunishnemt o We fimd

however, in II Sam. =1

[}

= -
S—E,

o

tmat David allows seven descerndants of

Saul to be put to cdeath for sims committed by Saul himszlf. Thus

vicarious punishment ssems to be ftolerated.

Fabhbinic Resclutions

(&5)E Yepamot 73a

.’N("’ P'prdr (fﬂf‘ /r",p'/
INNKD L pof Se¥fe AN P?'f/C
hE €4 1J§ })/' ., PIOlY PN ,f

P
0 N Il PUIY YN pyaN Predf

' Je J‘/C f{,‘}"\ PF’[' InJ'o"d /Cdrl

330 del ik FERTS Jr

v Lke[
[N el (sC:?: 53) a3 kN
JANT kg pria) pIR par 2ele

Al D78 re ST N fu

pe F[h}' rfrl ARIS VRN fp(t

. ferannar  pNE

also, above chap. 2.

The king summoned the Giheomites amd
!

spoke to them. "What shall I do For

you «.. Toe Gibeonites answered him ...
Let severn of nis [Sauls'l male
franded over to us and we will imo
them; He tried to oacify fthen to wo
avail. The Rinn took She two sorms thak
Rizpah daughter of HBianh ... bhore to
Saul ... arnd the five sons of Mikhal
ewe But surely it is written,

(Dt. 24:16) Parents shall not be put

to death for children or childres e

ot to death feor narents

a v

2. The passage in Ramidbar Rabbah 8:4 veads here "Arnd yet these
childrern gied for the =irns of theic father!™

210




It iz betier that a letter be rooted
cut of the Torah tharn the Divire rname

. - 4
enall be publicaly orofarned .

(EG EB@micbhar FRabbah Si14

;PD[ Eﬁr, 13 hpe 2N David sernt them, [Gibsornitesl ard
gﬁ ?JTEQ j'Pﬂ PJ; W called to them, "What matter do you

JNNE J;/ oy Al T°°€ have to settle with the house of
predl ¥Pe  JuNN Saul? [They BHEN@TEd]’thE Rouvse of

Baul put a cease to our food amg

killed severn of cur pecole.

Aralvsig of Rabbirnic Resolutiown

& 5% ig a classical example of MR piID | pavid’s
regponsibility was teo put an emd to the famine and he thus

consernted to the demards of the Gibeornites even though they

[~

viclated Torah law .
% &6 indicates that these seven people deserved to die for

the role they allegedly played in the killing of the Gibeornite=.

4, God's mame would have beern profamed had the crime against the
Gibeovrites beer allowed to go umpunished. The letter that is
npreoeoted here, is the wvioclatiorm of Dt. Z24:i6&,

. See Malbim's explarmation (IISam. 21:6) of Rambam Yad.P&@JWJB
3:10 vregarding justificationm for David’s actions inm this case.

il




Thus David did rneot kill irmeocent mer awmd *the violationm is

—
v,

cernied .

6. This is Saadiah's exolanation of & 6E€, brought dowrn by Radak
irn I1 Sam. 21:1. Isaac RAcosta, (d.1728B) inm his commentary to the
early prophets, I1I Sam. E1:6, explains that David asked for
veluriteers in order to put arnm end to the famire. If these seven
mer velunteered, David of course, did rmot violate Torah law.
This however, is riot implied irn the text.

Lid




(282) The NM) indicates that these children were not
chosen at random. MT's main concern was to put an

end to the famine as they will.

{283) This 1s indeed the case at vn:mNONnY., If so, how
is Yn called the wife of Y71y here. 21n answer
that 2 died and 9> raised her nephews. She is
therefore considered the mother, as the following

source indicates.
198 SANHEDRIN

IO 2Tt 2 NOM TS Sam 0 po vam 5k
T2 o naen Snw o e by wepy Tmeb moms Sow
DD oD mnsh Yoy mopm s

Now as to R. Joshua b. Korha, surelyitis written, And the five
sons of Michal the daughter of Saul whom she bore 1o Adriel’—R. Joshua
[b. Korha] answers thee: Was it then Michal whe bore them?
Surely it was rather Merab who bore them! But Merab bore and
Michal brought them up; therefore they were called by her name.
This teaches thee that whoever brings up an orphan in his home,
Scripture ascribes it to him as though he had begotten him.

(284) MNT at 213-R2:TI'NONMY swears that he will not totally
wipe out "Nw's descendants. He certainly did not

violate that oath here.

{285]) NI9N requires immediate burial of the dead. Also, a
dead body to hang on a tree overnight is a curse to
Hashem (30:X00"M27). The bodies were hanged ‘vxprbnnj
MY which is in the beginning of yo» and they
remained until the rainy season. See Rabbinic
Reflections for treatment of this problem, chapter
35.

13




v iy pekt Burvinng the Dead

crah
Dt. 2i: 2E-—-23
IF a manm is guilty ef a capital offerse amd is put fo

death amoc you imgpale his on & stake, you must rmeor 1ot khis corase

o

remalin on the stake overnight, but must bury him the same day.

Foeoar: imzalied zedy iz oarn affreont e God oy owou
shall not defile tme leard that the Lord your God is civing vou to

DOSSeHs .

Croohets

I1 Sam. 2i:3—10

hey impaled them or: the moumbtain before the Lovd ...
they were put to death in the first days of the harvest, the
begiﬂiﬁg of the barley harvest. Thern Rizpah ... stayed there
from the begirimg of the harvest umtil rain from the sky fell on
them; she did net let the bivrds of the sky settle om them by day

or the wild beast by might.

Description of Violation

1. The Talmud, b Sarhedrirn 46a, explains that if a body is
allowed to harg overnight, people will be remirded that someore
sirred against God. Therefore, an impaled body is an affront to

Ged.

a1




The Teorah commands the immediate burisl of a merson who

waz hariged. The plain mearing ofF the text is that the seven

. : . - : 2
hodies were hRarnpging for a very lomg time . Yet no

. . L . . 3 .
merntiorm iz made of this viclatiorf . How carn this

be justified?

Rabhiric Resplutions

(€9)J Hiddushirn 4:1 ?
[h'fd' J\'JJ\Q e //%_. ikCn aN What was, their sin that their
Y rCéae Jf' T AN ourishnert should be charged 504 ?
) J Because fhey attacksd the

ple >N JIN e N 2 YRR BN AR R
f I [/ convarts., The mnationmz wonld say, "IF
'NEe  ped 1vvepd  ede EK
f P thig is how God stamds behind Shoss we
Ml
IN? Nt ;apn L ?E’T’ 1€
f did wmot cormvert For spivitual sorooess

Shk (¥ pae ped Drend
\m' > 21k L pN1 AN

how muech more s will He shanmd be

Th o

theose who do convert for soievituasl”

'IJP /vﬁ/ p;vrrJlEJ )/V/ﬁ /'ﬂf purposes. There is no God like theirs

2, Rashi II Bam. 21:10 supports this reading. Abravarel
maintaims that rain mirvaculeously fell in the days of the bharley
harvest. He nevertheless agrees that the bodies were left
hRargivmg lowmo erough to be in viclatiom of Torah law.

3. Joshua took care with

this regard evern in the burial of the
foreign kirmps of Carmarn. Se

=g Joshua 8:29, L0:27.

4 . Why were they deservarnt to have their bodies harnp from a treg

for zso lomg againmst Tarah Law?

5. The Gibeormites did wnot cornvert for soiritual purposes, but to
zave their lives from the powerful Isrvaelibe army. Cf Joshus 3.

s
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ard v viation like theilrs, and we
zheuld cleave to them." At that nore
mamy mecple converted teo becone

Israelitus.

Ther Rizgah ... stayed thece Fraom Tha
3

&

begirning of the harve until ~als T

the sky fell orm them; she did rnos Lat
N -
'
the birds of the sky sebtle on then -
cay or the wild bSeast by nighth.

(LI Sam. Z1:i0). Bul sursly 1L is

writtern, His body =hall not remainm all

rilght unorm the tree. Db, Z1.230 I% 13
oroper that & letter be voobteo oub of
the Teocah™ zo that

thereby the heavernly mame shall e

publicly hallowed., For pas

1

era—by were
imguiring, "What kind of men are these
These are princes. "Amd what have they
dorme?" They laid their hands on foreed
converts. Then they said, there is no

natiorn which ore ought te Join as much

as this ore. If the punishment of

£ . Gnd's rame is hallowed by the severe punishmerit for the

urnfair treatment of converts.
iz the wviplation of Dt. Zi:3232

The letter that is uprooted hervre,

! -

ARYE




orinces was =0 preat. How much sore,

that of common people! amd if such

m

W (T

the justice done For Fovrced corvertes,

How much more so for Israellhes
Immediately 130,000 cornverts Jjoined

ranks of lsrael.

Aralyveis of Rabbiwmic Resclutionmg

EE £7 and £8 are classical examplz of P¥e pPAIIDN . & £
tEoarnes thart Godle law may be violated in order to preserve the

vl Mornor of Jod’s hameg I thi=s casze it

earot Ly

I

wis the sswvers punid

nmat For the wfaiv treatment of cornvertz L-at

<=

.=

zameltified God's rame. Thus the vielatiorn is explained away as

7. In other words, how much more so would God stand behind true
converts who, subsecuernt to their comversiorn would be cormsidered
Israelites.

B . Ferainot S94a temaches this from the followinmg statement:

RJHHJS“r,um;»AEEwafﬁT.” mashi explaimes thet orne may violate the
Voo an to perferm Ged’'s immediate bidding.

1

th




ave pedrn 9.

9. The previous chapter exolaine thaet Dawvid gave over Saul's
descerdants in violatiorn of Tarah law to avoid a profarmatior of
Bod. This chapter esxplaims that their teodies were left harping,
in vielation of Terah law inm order to sarcitify Ged inm the eyves
of potermtial converts, Rambarn, Dt. £1:23, explainms that David's
actiorns were geared to puttinmg am enmd to the famirme. David
corsidered it a sign from God that the =im of the house of Saul |
was forgivern whern vairn fell or their bodies, (IIZam. &1:10), thus
ernding the three year famine. R(After this David commanded that
the bodies be let down to be buried. Finmally "Whern all the king
Mad commarnded waz dowe, GBod responded to the pleas of the land
thereafter. " (Il Sam. 21:114). This statemermt would imply that
David's actions were sanctiorned by God.

218




(286) This is called ymyyM9 and is only allowed under

very special circumstances. See ¥N'OAWTIOM W INOY.
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(287) It would appear from this that the death of these
seven descendants indeed brought about Hashem's
mercy. Although the O were overly cruel in their
demands, they did end the drought. Actually, 21n

say that it was the proper burial of WwWv that ended

the drought. YW had never been properly mourned
and buried and this stood against 7T and 9xw M.
Now that Wv as buried in his family's plot, Hashem
forgave SNWY M1, See 1%:3n11 NI for an elaboration

of this atonement.
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(288) P11 cites the vwo that N9 refers to grants as in
DONDY (N: A D7) 9N at AN NVID identifies PO as nNaw
in M nm, pointing to the irony that now's

descendant, ™9 was killed by m1's descendant, M7.

b SOTAH

w0 SRWEN 29 mETY DTS RN 2w

TR mEY NPl DY mew mEmn e

SEROTMSTRNS AN ey St

SR men e N e A ey

FER° SN D) TETAS AN U
AYI N mema Aty Mt RIT U0 Sy soen pvem mewn
TNV OPS st T2 RRIR SUNR PR 2RoR BNC Mo NN
VIRIOND ISP TR T T TEN uT mevd vRr mhw s
™IZP T3 12 €80 Zuz Tem oSl e e st Im N
TN VIR PO IV SN A2 R Aanerd A pem® anod
APET0 N2 T2 0EN PRI N1 W v

Ld O




The text has Harafak and also Orpah!*®—Rab and Samuel [differ in
therr interpretation]. One said that her name was Harafah and why
was she called Orpah? Because all had intercourse with her from the
rear | ‘orfin]. The other said: Her name was Orpak; and why was she
called Harafah? Because all ground her like a brutsed corn [harifoth].
Thus it states, And the woman took and spread the covering over the
well's mouth and strewed harifoch [bruised corn) thereon.'t If you like,
I can derive [the meaning of harifoth] from this verse: Though thou
shouldest bray a fool in o mortar with a pestle among harifoth [bruised
corn].! ’

These four were born to Harafch in Gath; and they fell by the hang
of David, and by the hand of his servants.* Who were they?~R. Hisd,
said: Saph. Madon, Goliath and Ishbi-benob. 1 " And they fell by the -
hand of David, and by the hand of his servants’, as it is written, 4ng
Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clave unto her.« R. Isaac said.
The Holy One, blessed be He. spake. May the sons of the one
who kisseds come and fall by the hand of the sons of the one
who clave.

(289) See footnote #110.

(290) This is a very difficult passage. Of course we know

from v praxONnY that T1 killed >mn m2. Also, that

was at oOnIToaN (N:v DY), whereas here ™2 was killed

at 2. Also, the time frame is very different.

Rashi reflects the yywvowIn that PAOR and T are one
and the same. NIWP9OPII rejects this based on "3a7
N:OMNON. See the treatment of XIWPHNIYT in NYIdGH DD

of our section and in DN IT.

™ PNR AW

N2 :an?aqj mnx R qt ] n;'?; DR’ :55%?:1?;3
i D"}Ijﬁb ORI OAINZT AR :I?:?’l W'j_g'? H )
27 4H) YK 73T "PID A3 M KA K
PN PYYLUVRE OROZ AN KPR (T 802
Ao M7 TER 23 13 — 0N Rl
93K AOMII AN AR AULSY YD oY)
abpaby nshwab Tpv: ouEw) ApTea KD

LR

by nvd X 0¥ XKW — nand vy pimme
133 7907 DIR WaRy Wy .Amn
DK nng 7Y Y8 0T13nR 07 DRYYY
oo vy 13 pRIRY Nna b Yy YpaY

L 'Y BFY anen axm

=asoh Anne e — RN WYTTR ()

3pRT 23033 LTRRD pOB3 131 ARNYD

2933 N3 Tt apnYn oMW 2an2 YRInU3
(TFT P MY ROIR 3 1357 PIoR A
nt2 073N IV YRINW3 Y2ped Sanga —
£y Y°yY 721 (177 12) PNy own “RnEa
XY .0z ) SRD AR YRAREY P03 M7 M
SEER 72757 .07 M3IR M7 oW 2n 1iaag
TIEY PIY 0K 237 0N 03027 72W
TED oY 0TI Y Y L WY DAY ana
SRR o a oo avem IRY IR WYY My
2R3 NI — CRID MR MK B

A




(291)

X2 1 Yxovw

A -EF-1-1

XPU3 Y23 TRV TPIS7 NRRRE KM (r) T W TREL M YW N3 NERn YIRS
) DATYS TR PRI NPT TPUY Y OF KPX DORTIRE TH0YET KA TTRYE MYT
W (3 pop) TRR2 M3 (09I 192 Y AN RR DY ¥8%I3 TRTYER T Y TR (m o rrw
TT? M WY R VIR YK T N NiTY 33 O3V :VIR) 1307 ATRRT P DBk URB 19
970 YT WY DX & hispl Ny TYYS 107 TR AEaT CRUYBS NK niady moyay
in533 17K7 PRYF NOP RTRR3 1OIDOTE I VY I V2TER K 701 1 NYPIY RYDY N3
P33 NI TR 283 "3TN DK 1NDTI 091 (1 © x*w yb) Na G EThEs M N

nig 72wy B3 KTR NG 173 MDY MDJYRY MK ANYFIR 077 P XY ARy T TR M !
3 DRIED PR UMY MM K TEIAIE RN T3 MBOYR P03 FEIT PY Rnten 17ge
DY NI RG — @ 1 your) TN N3 HID TETIOM KT NI TR

I APATN ) 7R3 YT DYV OORNFT 0TI OF (RYI3T T ngp nieen RYR
nROYRY TIY NXXP 17 AT XYY (I R T 03 AYK=) MTER' OVIT IR (0 0Ty
iR by mashz Nl T oyrp3 MR 1MnhE L) N T3mng ngen KYY

MR NDYIR3 TN NET Nap RYga DK NPT 13 K NPKD PRYS DRTIRS INROYR MK NDE T
010 [O7K Y 1322 Aipgn Y T 8D) ROYK 1190 RID N KA K TERRD PN TR
gD MY73 — BTRED 12D DK NPNY MY V¥ (r pao xew) DRWIIRD T9RRD AREED DK MIKDY
A X3 D) 0 NPKT PRYI DUITIWE HUYED M7 390 I R 2RI I W I npn
27K 8ITKY TPReT THNER w3

LY MIVYF MIGD TY) i — KYIBD 1Y OFD) N0URT WP 1KY D3N3 PIRT OX B3
MW M YW RY] D3 NINY P32 APIRD FIX DY .DDERD W P2 DN 03D (IR
¢ inshR "3 NPERD IR IR L © ow) ‘BO7TATR TR IRETAR My? YRy Yyp o 12t
LY.1R1 Y3 (v pioe yh) Rt TV Xy XYY Ww3LHh PYIRY 0K 10 ©h 1337 okY M
DUPIRT WY TR POIR N O ATIRY

TP MY P CRYIR3 OINGD OURTR OV -3 XY WK NYXD pRYR APl YR oY
97 T2IND N3¥ KPP DY ,0-n  ow) 1WRA TR) 193] N30 NANR MDY PEER TUD XM ‘nn niak
DM OF 2R Wipy M7 NG YYE I3 5K 71 .M 930 91 MR IRD 19K (e ow ow)
TR PIMIE BF? (n v TR B 37 VT TFTY T98RT (PPTT X703 UREIEDZ D390
3L T IR WPRY PG YY TOTE AR IR R38R DR Y1307 ninDY vixyie gy onR
N33 7RYE7 MY AFFIKR K 273 oRt? a0 130 0KYY ApEean p1 M2 YY tTRRey
27 T2 TR 1K) PRI N "BWLS) TIOY AEINT 13T DY £°3INZT 01800 OF (22 pion 1opY)
YW opaws 307 VY -OxYe DR I0Y RK) .(k0) TINRYY APYEn 11803 RYhEl Y¥ P
O R DT NIRPRR WNIRY DT DPPER WA N3 D3]

R T NI DWW MIDTYY APNS TR DOWRTD PRI T Y Ak Tz tpp ee
Bictal k-

In the beginning of DVMWIBD, PUIMIR cuts off the

thumbs and big toes of 70 vangquished kings.

This is

to prevent them from being able to grasp a sword or

run, in effect rendering them useless on the battle-~

field. If a man with four digits on each had and
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(283)

foot is a symbol of weakness at war, then this ww
Yo, with 24 digits is its opposite. Yet he was

defeated by M1's nephew yyMM.

Although a close reading of the juxtaposition of
T-» 009 might indicate that the 7 descendants of
Y were not buried in the family plot, TInmsn

indicates that this was not the case. they were all

buried there.

See the following passage from XWpnmmwT which answers

these questions.
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Perhaps 77 didn't want to refer to “Wv, his
in-law as T1's enemy. N definitely saw N7
such, as MIdD'NONWY and other DYDY indicate.

expresses a different approach, that Nv was

father-
as
"y

the

greatest enemy that "7 faced. w3 cites 3 other

examples of this type of representation. Ym
:Y0YOp indicate that Hashem expressed displea
7T singing praises at the downfall of "nw.

N refers to nproodnn) .
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. And

David spoke unto the Lord the words of this song in the day that the Lord
delivered him out of the hand of all his enemies and out of the hand of
Saul.2 The Holy One, blessed be He, said to David. David do
you compose a song on the downfall of Saul? Had you been Saul
and he David, I would have annihilated many a David out of
regard for him. Hence it is written, ‘Shiggaion of David, whick
he sang unto the Lord, concerning Cush a Benjamite.+ Was Cush that
Benjamite’s name? And was not his name Saul?—But, Just as a

Cushite [Ethiopian]s is distinguishable by his skin, so was Saul

distinguished by his deeds.

{295) The last pwo of this P begins with the words ,vTwmr

Moon v and the last Py of the parallel p19 of

N OYNN ends with the words "ommywr »Tm. The VP»

TOP MY MYNY, below explains the difference, relating

to the Messianic Age, because the pwd itself refers

to Mmvn. See the difference between the nom in MM

mnn of My and >n, from the following source from Y.

Ginzburg's NN,

b =on menp Tapme wes® L ohs mywe TID op
. wbo myen gv'un" W BT P Dor ,
n"3apay Y@ 1 . 5% a2 ompos oown™ YR DR no
T pox ph W R phew 5o S wes pao
b o wme mmo. - 850 Do FINT MR 35 o
Aow S anen pre 8D DR 1 1, s oW e 2no
mo oy S o, o pSn 8O%.ANR M33 AR W
P oa ' oor ny S o, o buod meon Yo
, Taon P .

dd5

5OITEn 2t Sim o1 aen S (21
Simams MHESnoStDout omme otz vzmn
ST pimtn owim S 2%y 2 ek
AMD BN kpDp KpD'p oK 91T by
PRK PRI aY mIIn omoAn mSMam s
BYAZIN 1IMIK 19Sh mINms mad amid Swew
apIEInT ziez M Swwam cSams

-
AN wermes we

YIUE ORSZCLD ST o qDIND M mSeem

-
Diws mvney Saminopvmik RIN mess
LYY

TPIETD Mozt Zy mTip poms KA ae
TNMOEURRID T2 It R chm cpews
TYMGR RV smEr pam maes T e

EAREL B TL R ST 15 ommomaz
2RI mn anane awmd Lmipsme

ANK N3 ran wyne e




(296)

16 pp. 707-709.

YALKUT SHIMONI (usually referred to as “the Yalkut**
of Simeon of Frankfort), the best known and most
comprehensive midrashic anthology, covering the whole
Bible. Some scholars (S. J. Rapoport, ete.) cluimed that its
author and compiler was Simeon Kari, the lather of Joseph
Kara and a contemporary of Rashi, but A. Epstein showed
that there is no basis for this view. He proved that the
Simeon mentioned by Rashi is not the compiler of the
Yalkut and attributed it to a Simeon hua-Darshan, who lived
in the 13th century. Nothing is known of this Simeon,
except for a reference by M. Prinz to u **Rabbenu Simeon,
chiel of the preachers of Frankfort.” The copyist of the
Oxford manuscript of 1308, as well as the publishers in
Salonika, simply refer to him as ha-darshan (*the
preacher”), but Prinz’s view that he came from Frankfort is
supported by the traditions of the Jews of that town. Zunz
dated the Midrash to the 13th century based on the lacts
that Nathan b. Jehiel of Rome, Rashi, and other 12th-cen-
tury scholars did not know the Yalkur, its use of sources
which date at the earliest from the end of the 11th century
(according to Zunz)—including Exodus Rabbah, Numbers
Rabbah, Midrash Avkir, Divret ha-Yamim ha-Arokh, etc.—
as well as the fact that Azariah dei * Rossi had a munuscript
of it written in 1310. Not all of Zunz’s arguments are valid.
For example, Rapoport has shown that the Yalkur does not
utilize Exodus Rabbah and Numbers Rahbah, but Zunz's
view as 1o its date prevails, despite Gaster’s claim that it was
compiled in Spain in the 14th century. The attempt of
Aptowitzer to predate it to the middle of th 12th century is
not convincing. Nevertheless, the Ya/kut began to circulate
widely only at the end of the 15th century, becoming
popular and relied on to such an extent that the study of its
midrashic sources was neglected. The reason lor its late
circulation lies in the historical circumstances ol those
times. The copying of a work of such great volume as
the Yalkur was difficult and the period was equally barren in
creativity in other spheres. The first to mention the Yalkut
was Isaac Abrabanel, and his son Samuel possessed a copy
of part of the Yalkut to the prophets.

The aim of the compiler of the Yalkur was to assimilate
the bulk of rabbinical sayings at his disposal, following the
order of the verses of the Bible. It contains more than
10,000 statements in aggadah and halakhah, covering all the
books of the Bible, most of its chapters, und including
commentaries on a substantial part of individual verses. He
collected material from more than 50 works (in halakhah

LG

See below, mynwvip», from Encyclopedia Judaica, Vol.

and in aggadah) both early und lute. The Yalkut is the only
source for some of them, including Sifrei Zuta, Yelamme-
denu, Midrasht Esfuh, Midrash Avkir, Midrash Tudshe,
Devarim Zura, etc. The identitication of these works was
made possible in part by the author’s custom of noting the
source for his statement (in the manuscripts they are in the
margin, in the first printed edition in the text, and in later
printed editions aguin in the margin). These source-notes,
however, are incomplete; in hundreds of places no reference
is given and even in cases v ere they are, mistakes and
corruptions have crept in, many of them in the late editjons.

The variae lectiones of the Yalkur are of great
importance, but great caution must be exercised in relying
upon them, especially as regards the later editions, for three °
reasons: Sometimes the compiler based himself on faulty
manuscripts; his method of assembling statements from
various sources and combining them caused him at times to
abridge and even alter them; and editors and printers used a
free hand in altering passages according to their own views,
their tendency, in the words of M. Prinz in the introduction
to his edition (Venice, 1566), was to straighten out the
words “that were topsy turvy, first things last and last
things first, omissions and additions, letters and words
distorted and crossed out, partially obliterated and worked
over,” at times adding to the corrupt state of the text,

Many paragraphs in the Ya/kut are numbered and are
commonly designated remazim (*‘allusions™) by the author,
though he sometimes employs the term siman (“sign”) and
in a number of places erek/ (“topic™). The total number of
these remazin is 966 (963 in the Salonika edition) for the
Pentateuch and 1,085 for the other books of the Bible. The
method followed in numbering the remazim is puzzling: the
author does not number cach quotation, and aithough there
are numbers covering a few lines dealing with a single
dictum (Isaioh 444 has 3 lines) there are also some of
exceptional length containing numerous statements extend-
ing 1o severul columns (cfl. Deut. 938). There are remazim
which cover the commentary to two successive paragraphs
and some even to two successive books. Zunz regarded this
numbering as arbitrary, but it seems probable that it served
an internal need of the book itsell, its purpose being not to
divide the work into sections, but to indicate those
statements to which he intended to refer in some other part
of his work. In Tact, in the Oxford manuscript and in the
Sulonika edition, the number is placed by the side of the
particular statement to be referred to elsewhere and not at
the beginning of the section (this explanation was put
forward by H. Z. Finke! of Jerusalem, and ¢f. D. Hyman,
in: Hadorom, 12 (1960), 144-7 and Mekorot Yalkut Shimoni
(1965), 6-7). In addition to these remazim, in various books
there is an added division whose nature is not always clear,
From the indications in the first edition, it is clear that the
author follows the order of books of the Bibie given in the




Talmud (BB 14b), placing Jeremiah and Ezekiel before
Isuiah. In the printed editions the uccepted order hus been
followed, and in consequence the printers, at the beginning
of the commentary 10 lsaiah, quated the relevant passage
from Bava Baira, “‘the sages have taught that the order of
the prophets is Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Jeremiah,
Ezekial, Isaiah, the Twelve,” and explaining that this
accounts for the order in the numbering of the remazim.
From the Venice edition (1566) anward the numbering is
also corrupt.

The numbering ol the Psalms in the Yalkut differs {rom the
traditional one. The anthologist notes the number at the beginnings
of each Psalm and only gives 147. This division was customary in
the amoraic period, and the author apparently took it from the
Midrash to Psalms which interpreted the verse (Ps. 22:4) “Yet thou
art holy, O Thou that art enthroned upon the praises of Israel”

(i.c., Jacob) to mean that ‘“‘the 147 Psalms in the Book of Psalms
correspond to the 147 years of Jacob.” This division appears only
in the Salonika edition and was subsequently blurred. The chief
printed editions of the Yalkur Shimoni are Salonika editions,
Prophets and Hagiographa (1521} and Pentateuch (1526). To this
edition a kunteres aharon (addendum) was added (at the end of part
1) containing 256 remazim from the aggador of the Jerusalem
Talmug, with deviations from the present order of the tractates and
55 remazim from the Midrash Yelammedenu on the Pentateuch to
all of which cross-references occur in the main work. This
addendum was omitted from all subsequent editions. Since then the
Yalkut has been published frequently but many errors have crept
into it. For accurate reading one can rely only on the Salonika
edition, which was published from manuscripts, and on the
manuscripts available today in the libraries of Oxford, Vienna,
Parma, and Hamburg, although they are mostly fragmentary and
even in their totality do not cover all the books of the Bible. A.
Epstein, in dealing with the differences between the Salonika and
Venice editions, proved that the editor of the Venice edition, Meir
Prinz, used the printed Salonika edition as the basis of his edition,
although he made many changes it it at his discretion, and this
impaired it. Hyman, in his Mekoror Yalkut Shimoni to the Prophets
and Hagiographa, gives the sources of the Yalkur in accordance
with the manuscripts and first editions and adds his own sources.
He also gives the passages, including several long and important
ones, which occur in the first edition and in the manuscripts but
were excluded from the later editions by the censor.

(297) DNINKA T1T>37 does not necessarily mean T1's final
words, but that these words stand in contrast to
other words. See the interpretations collected
below, form NIWpnNYI. Also, "DNNRDMTMIT’ are

alluded to at vVI:LVI;12:)D: NN MIT.
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According to w1 this is an allusion that the only
MY and MMMY sung in the vIpnn ™M will be ‘h‘r's': We
already known from n:iW!NONMY that TV played the
harp. We see from N:IINDMNMIAT, NHIOMY and W: 2 MM

that ™7 was also an expert all around musician.

MmN at W WP TYM explain these words in a most
striking way, namely that a P18 is v over Hashem
by changing Hashem's decrees through his
righteousness. MPIMPONNITNN explains further why
this is so, because the P8 is M NRvIY. This means
that the P18 rejects his own will in favor of
Hashem's (see T:2amaN). Therefore, Hashem repays the
Pr18 according to his own ways, by rejecting His own
will in favor of the PI8's. See other such examples

at #301.
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R. Samuel b. Nahmani ating R. Jonathan, explained: {A4nd
these are the last words of David), The saying of David the son of Jesse
and the saying of the man raised on high,+ [means, it is) the saying of
David the son of Jesse who established firmly the yoke [disq pline]

of repentance. s [The spirit of the Lord spoke by me and His word was
upon my tongue). The God of Israel said, The Rock of Israel spoke to me:
Ruler over man shall be the righteous, even he that ruleth through the
[reverent) fear of God.¢ What does this mean?—Said R. Abbahy,
It means this: ‘The God of Israel said, 1o me [David] spake the Rock
of Israel; I rule man; who rules Me? [It is] the righteous: for 1
make a decree and he [may] annul ic'.7

(300) This is a difficult 9. The previous PWwd describes
a P8 in a positive way. If so, why does M7
continue, "MI112N27? NIPNHDMWT explains that 77 is
connecting these words to the very end of the
previous pPwos - MINIRUTIWNN. NT's kingdom before
Hashem shall not disappear as the rain or vegetation
when it is not in season. Rather T7's kingdom shall

be supported by a ohym1 as the Pwos continues.

(301) YN does not necessarily mean last as the three D'PDYD9
indicate. In both N"MN verses, NN is followed by
another, indicating "latter" rather than "last". In "N,
since most commentaries say the prophet refers to the 2nd

Temple, PN must have this meaning.
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(303)

See the following NOM of the morning N2’9N, which appears
after the reading of PNX’ NTPY, regarding DNIANR. See

also M"Y to T:NY WM for how YMI "coerces" Hashem.
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See the treatment of WD DOYN VP (AN TNY) regarding
the nature of these DM, Its basis is in N DWIN,
that these men were BPWNI) in strength as well as
knowledge. DWW will often translate 2°N M) as

NN PPN, as in R TN,
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(304) The purpose of this story is to demonstrate the W9 NPON

of MI's warriors.

(305) There are a number of differences between the narrative
here and its parallel in DN Ma7. P"T and D™AYND are
both very helpful in resolving the differences. Below

are 10 different approaches to solving these difficulties

from 'l DN "M1T RIPH NYT pg. 80-83.
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(306) yny confesses that he does not know what this means.
This confession is perhaps not for want of sources, for a
number of sources exist that explain this. >NI7 RNPYO92
below connects it to the previous chapter's reference to
SHAN MR, (In footnote #323 below there is a treatment
of the differences between reports at the end of '3 bguow
and their parallel references in DY 1T, With
respect to the list of MT's generals which in SNIMY 190

ends with TNN MR, the parallel section in

LM




?

WO:NY N D AT lists 17 additional generals, (afterx
"D PO9) . The NNPYOO maintains that when our text

reached MMX, the anger of Hashem waxed against 1.

Perhaps "W rejected this interpretation because it may
explain why ™7 ought to be punished, but doesn't explain
why YN 1 ought to be punished. The VTN intimates
that 9N )1 should have objected to MT's actions with
ya¥ N3, and therefore ought to be punished for not doing
so, but it appears that DRI °) did not know all the

details of the story.

According to 'O P9 ONWMY VYN below, DNRWS M1 were
punished for not demanding the construction of the
vVIPHYN 1. Although MT had already been told his son
would build the WIpPHRN ™M1, DRI 1 are nonetheless
punished for their slothfulness in the matter. VI
DN to this chapter, t™ PIO9 says precisely this, and

it is echoed by P"7T) on the P09,

P"1) here adds that this was to atone for hidden sins
among the people. YN)I7IN adds that this was punishment
for YN )1 following the rebellion of DWVWAN and yav

™o 1.
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(307)

fleeing from human enemies.

stories has to contend with natural disasters,

pestilence.

AOM implies a continuation.

Up to now NT had been
Now M7, in two successive

famine and

This is the reascn for O™, for it comes on

the heels of 3 years of famine.

(308) See the source below from

being provoked to do this.

DY 91T,

it is the JVY¥ who provokes MT.

10 MO to explain why M7 is

. In the parallel passage in

The OV in

this instance appears to be synonymous with the YN W

(cf.

L0 NI N2 YD W NN OOV ND) .

T was provoked

by MN} tc see how many subjects he has.

aaUR= T iat e B WY

BERAKOTH

61b

PN "8RY 9373 Towan T S Amp o M PN O N PO 30 R A
WH1 783 PR NN DTIPES SN M3 WRY AN MR D° 313w oy 127 ma Sy

TP AORWN NIR 7 O NS on T A e

2N S Sp pew ey my A

ER B AP OND TPV DY P SR 937 N jm° 2NsT e v Snw ad

20 MR NPR TP TEAT NDTY DP2D NI AT eRn NvA j=R

If it be the Lord thai hath stirred thee up against me, let Him accept
an offering. ' R. Eleazar said: Said the Holy One blessed be He,
to David: Thou callest me a ‘stirrer-up’. Behold, [ will make thee
stumble over a thing which even school-children know, namely,
that which is written, When thou takest the sum of the children of
Israel according to their number, then shall they give every man a ransom

257

: I N30 SN
Pwmn MmN T R e

Jor his soul unto the Lord . . .. (that there be no plague among them] etc. !
Forthwith, Satan stood up against Israel;» and it is further written,
He surred up David against them saying, Go, number Israel.3 And
when he did number them, he took no ransom from them and it
1s written, So the Lord sent a pestilence upon Israel from the morning
even to the time appointed.« What is meant by ‘the time appointed’?
Samuel the elder, the son-inlaw of R. Hanina, answered in the
name of R. Hanina: From the time of slaughtering the continual

offering until the time of sprinkling the blood. R. Johanan said:

Right up precisely to midday.




(309) See the Halakhic treatment of this below, from 9"tN to

the DPOI.
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(310) See )"aM7 at the beginning of 72701 79D regarding ANY's

role in this story.
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(311)

(312)

Remember again how M7 differentiates himself in his
DAWN, from YNV, MT immediately confesses, as opposed
to YWV who denies guilt even when confronted. See 'N
SNV footnote #98. N:O 'N DION implies that this was
not a sin at all on MT's part. Perhaps it is not counted
as a sin although M7 said ""NNVN", because something

good came out of it, namely VTpPKRN M1 P1.

ONJ)17AN, who earlier blamed this punishment on YR Ma's
rebellions, connects the three choices to three times in
TT's reign when YR M1 followed someone else, namely
(1) Tva WX (2) DWYYAR (3) M0 2 VaV. According to
DYONN VITH T, 1) was hinting at the choice of

pestilence, based on a NMONY DX ¥V reading of the end of

A1 109
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(313)

(314)

According to NP 9O»-1 and P"T), T acknowledged that
three months of flight from his enemies is the least of
the punishments. 7 had fled from his enemies already
and now preferred to place himself in Hashem's way. N7
considered that the years of famine was also to be
rejected for the same reason as flight from enemies.
Even though it appears that famine comes from Hashem as
pestilence does, famine can be averted by strength and
might. Therefore, if MT chose one of those, the people
could argue that he chose a punishment he could avoid by
strength and wealth. Choosing pestilence would put all
of DRI "1 including the king, on egqual footing, and
also equally, in the hands of Hashem. This is formulated

in Y¥A's commentary.

Perhaps incredulous over the death of so many, 2"th say

that MY )1 WIN alone died, A0 M371.

AP T e POR D7 N 37 opa At R0 esee
AT 12 WK N YW AMWI Mo oD o P9Y n pw omaw 31 % S e

i S2 N e

And He said to the Angel that destroyed the people, It is enonghs
[rab]. R. Eleazar said: The Holy One, blessed be He, said to the
Angel: Take a great man [rab] among them, through whose death
many sins can be exprated for them.5 At that time there died
Abishai son of Zeruiah, who was [singly] equal in worth to the
greater patt of the Sanhedrin. S

aHl




(315) See the citation of DYNN VI above in footnote #306.

(316) This instruction is what led certain commentaries to say

that the pestilence came as a result of ONAW 1's apathy

regarding VYTPHRN M1 P1.

(317) This was at a time when individuals could offer their own

TP even if not D3,
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See .tOpP DYNAT.

BEFORE THE TABERNACLE WAS SET UP BAMOTH WERE
PERMITTED AND THE SERVICE WAS PERFORMED BY THE FIRST-
BORN: AFTER THE TABERNACLE WAS SET UP BAMOTH WERE
FORBIDDEN AND THE SERVICE WAS PERFORMED BY PRIESTS,
MOST SACRED SACRIFICES WERE [THEN] EATEN WITHIN THE
CURTAINS, AND LESSER SACRIFICES [WERE EATEN] ANY-
WHERE IN THE CAMP OF THE ISRAELITES.¢ WHEN THEY CAME
TO GILGAL,S BAMOTH WERE [AGAIN| PERMITTED: MOST
SACRED SACRIFICES WERE BATEN WITHIN THE CURTAINS,
AND LESSER SACRIFICES [WERE EATEN] ANYWHERE. WHEN
THEY CAME TO SHILOH,® BAMOTH WERE [AGAIN| FORBIDDEN,
[THE TABERNACLE] THERE HAD NO ROOF, BUT [CONSISTED
OF] A STONE EDIFICE CEILED WITH CURTAINS, AND THAT
WAS THE 'REST [ALLUDED TO IN SCRIPTURE]:7 MOST HOLY
SACRIFICES WERE EATEN [THERE| WITHIN THE CURTAINS,
AND LESSER SACRIFICES AND SECOND TITHE® [WERE EATEN]
WHEREVER [SHILOH| COULD BE SEEN, WHEN THEY CAME TO
NOB AND TO GIBEON,? BAMOTH WERE [AGAIN] PERMITTED:
MOST HOLY SACRIFICES WERE EATEN WITHIN THE CURTAINS,
AND LESSER SACRIFICES [AND SECOND TITHE]' IN ALIL THE
CITIES OF ISRAEL. WHEN THEY CAME TO JERUSALEM, BAMOTH
WERE FORBIDDEN AND WERE NEVER AGAIN PERMITTED,?

AN




(318)

(319)

y"Y" admits at the beginning of the story,

regarding the

reason for Hashem's anger upon YNW) 1, "Nn SY Ny NO"

1Y certainly doesn't comment on every single point in

UM,

should prefer to leave the verse blank!

If he doesn't know the reason for something, he

See ¥ and
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D"INY compiled a list of 13 principles of faith for

Jewish belief.

Hashem does not assume a physical form.

The third of these principles states that

All such

references to physical form in T"XN are simply to speak

to the ears of man for our understanding.

Attributing

physical characteristics to Hashem is call

anthropomorphism.

to Hashem is called anthropopathism (morph - body; pathos

Attributing emotional characteristics

42




(320)

(321)

- emotion). Anger is an emotion often at¥ributed to

Hashem. It too does not accurately descr Gbe Hashem's

ways, but for our ears to help us underst .and the story.

See P"TI to VXL WMV,

7.

qnw‘,'; swwns.-.vr:smm P"n 558 “on . oot nodeb
33135 51 novds erd ovee ) " oA

NID 130N 85 13 NN TOYIB DAY SR M0 N ewand ovew bn, vm:ln ) ?;'?:2:-?::1; ?i’éiéfv’?hﬁ
DRWYDI DI . CIPID N3 (Y05 § AN M Eyon Svr Dby 13 mxy a5N AN D0 won apk nang s ROYBYS
R D90 GEYn s P kYD SNR KOZ M M0 O 3 SN DR DEEDI DraRy WA IR Y3 15 own
DR NP T8 0K Y REYRAD PYPZD 1371 13 SFBN ND NREMER 3RS KSR 3 Bk 109 £ Srsys e
RVT5IR DN 33 15D NN MI3T DAYS'0RI MNBWIA CMYINA TNOYS ANND MoRY Fem NPT IR 3% Trem e
IEWSNY Y BF D SNEMER .35 () AR5 DPSA 11D BIMA 1333 MNEBA NITET MEWNED 491 025 nae 1:-:‘ M :‘M?
BX 13 B ION A3p3 PED NON) IR TN 1373 omby ka5 ARYTS 3 NN e Aem a0y Emby S ;Iy;-n
17730 BB A30M 123 ANK IR PZRY M 13 PIITN DA BY SPIBN 10T AIH DIRN [IeES 1T R 13 9 13 b
IOT KO NP WK L AP DGR MG SMIANK Y 3 RYIY KR Sarm 3 :

WV Ty Svrvan na ANEN oM
TINEAMEIIN WD DI WX ERA yIT MR (Y nene bd Tan

- lalg

On most weekdays, the MWW and NN Amida is followed by
NN, whose opening line is this PYWO9. T his DO
demonstrates MT's desperation and expressses our daily
struggle with our own existential problemxs. The N9V N0
TV says that if someone doesn't cry whera saying YAPN, he
is hard-hearted. The reason for this, tlxe MO explains

is that we fulfill in its recitation, thes rabbinic dictum

that we consider every day to be our lastt and repent
accordingly. While it is counter-product-—ive to spend the
entire day with such a worry, we do this for a moment

while reciting NN when we say

1D DTY M DINYA TIDY T PR DT W DONN .

See Rabbinic Reflections, chapter 36 and footnote #306

above.
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8 cmevson ehail e out to death omly for his owen
Dhrooinets
il N

The Lord sent a oceEstllerce uoor Isvasgl Trom moareier omil
. 1
tiie set tims anc VO,0007  geonle died, from Dan to Beereteba.
WheErn Ravic saw The arnzcel etridimg down hthe peocle, e salc To
rhd= » "I oalone am ocuilty, I oalome have con® oweosmp; Dul tresge
Qoo Eheen. what heve they done? Let wour hand Fall dzuem s and
my father's novss.,
Description of Violatiorn
The Torah prohibits vicarious pulnmishment. We Tirnd,
however, im II1 Sam. 24£:1%:17 that 70,000 negple dis as a
corisecuence of Davidls gin. Thus vicavricus punlshmens sessms to b

tolerated.

1 . Acceovrding to Berakhot &&8b, Avishal bern Zeruiah alore died.
However, whether 70,000 died or if only ore percsorn died as a
corceguerce of David's sin, it seems viecarious purishment Is
tolerated.
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var PN fk :}k Y NIE (?;3 Me) PR st;tesg "iedting the gurlt of
ek Wy el [ r? e N uman their ehileren (Sx. 201
pryr [r  have thought that such is the o

2.‘;70 reads, "All the thousands who died in war. However,

nased ow the previouws passage in the Midiradsh, the 70,000 people

who died 1m II sam. &4 are included.

3. Ses above, Chapter 6. Negligerce in buildinmg the Temple is
rot a capital offerse. Ferhaps this is piven as the reason for

the death of the 70,000 because GBod commands David to buy the
lard where tne Temple would be built to ernd the pestilence.
Radalk II Sam. 24:1.
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crimes . Toerefore Soviotu-e =had
"Rarants gnall vt oz oot o oddsnl

B 70 indicabtes that e —umarn courits Rave rno omizsht o cumlgl are
aevson Tor the zins of armckther. Sowever, Yhe nesverly Coust oo
puriish ome feor the sive of ancther, as Ex. 20:3 inficatezs. THs 70
cEople whe died as a cormsecuerce of Davis' gsin wers ot o o

cmahth by the eacthlyv court. Toes mo vicarious ounishmsns

Do @& humarn court anc the vielatiom 15 exslalned

4. That a child car be cut to death by the courts for a capital
crime commited by his father. This carmrmot be dore. But God can
vigsit the guilt of ors party theother.

5. For & Rabbinic discussion en the differernt applications of
Ex. 20:5 ard Dt. 24:1&, See Marasseh ben Israel’s Comciliator,
Vol., 1 #1004 pp. 1e4—-1E67.
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(322)

(323)

(324)

N7 purchases the area of TN 7N here, in DYV, 1In
addition, DMMAN purchased the NY92NN NWN in VAW P at

W0 TPUNA] and 1IPY purchased the area of DOV as is

reported at 19:7D ywino,

According to 9"tN this is the same spot that DTN, M and
DNIAN all offered MNP and where DNIIN prepared to
offer PNYY. Also, according to I:x1 RNPY KRNOOM, the world
was created from that spot. Many ancient maps show
DY as the center of the world. This is rooted in

Jewish tradition.

ARI3Y AR TR DR [DrReaah nete] %) fnn S RELE=ME

1RE S s [oR mbp] G9) 0 nONNBET MY33R 43 PIRn B am2l
Mz (%) oo Er a1 oupb usbw pep [pepe] OF) va oy
() Pyoa DYON B Shmp pisn (> ©WR) teRaY ghyn [Anws) (70

We have seen a number of examples of differences between
ONMY and D’ %17. In our story there are a number of
glaring differences. One can work with our chapter and
N"D P9 'R DM M1T. Three such examples are ﬁhe numper

of people counted, the amount of money M7 paid 011> NMNIN

A48




and the length of the famine of one of MT's 3 choices.
Remember that most such solutions can be found in the

commentaries of P"TY and D™2ASN.

(325) MT's story ends in INRMVY 90 with a preparation for the
building of the VWIpnn ™M1. His life continues in 790
DOY%n as a very old man who appears to be oblivious to
the workings of his kingdom. One more rebellion is in
store, that of YWPYIN. MNT's trusted servants, ANY and
IMAN support YWPYIXR. VYAV N1 has to quell the rebellion

before it is too late. This is the picture one gets of

T in DNR). In DD however, starting with D0 717
P"D P9, MT is fully in charge of the transition of his
kingdom and with great majesty, prepares for the
construction of the VIPNN MA. 1 ONMVY and 'N DN
give no hint to such heroics. Perhaps 'l YNWVY wanted to
end as it had read for the previous 13 chapters - as
punishment for Ya¥ M and M. DM M7, however tells
a very different and positive story of TVI's end, of
setting a firm foundation for the building of the ﬂ’ll

VIpnn - PR DN 0NN PIDdM NNt
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