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numbers and importance of the Jewish communities in
Hagenbach and the neighboring villages. The various
communities lived under the protection of the country
gentry and formed an association to provide common
rabbinic leadership and to represent their shared interests
before the governmental authorities. The local *Memor-
buch, an important historical document, records that a
synagogue and cemetery were consecrated in 1737, In 1813
an independent rabbinate was established, with its seat in
Hagenbach, embracing 14 other small communities. In
1867 the community (totaling 126 persons) was united with
that of *Baiersdorf, while in 1894 both were included in the
rabbinate of Bamberg. The Jewish population numbered 88
in 1900 and only 24 in 1933. The community was not
reestablished after World War 1.

Bibliography: PK Bavaria; M. Weinberg, in: JJLG, 18 {1927),
203-16; A. Eckstein, Geschichte der Juden im ehemaligen
Fuerstbistum Bamberg (1898), 48, 51. (Ep.]

HAGGADAH, PASSOVER (Heb. npa; “teiling”), a set
form of benedictions, prayers, midrashic comments and
psalms recited at the *seder ritual on the eve of *Passover.
This entry is arranged according 1o the following outline:
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Ritual Acts
Textual Elaborations
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Manuscripts and Editions
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Kaufmann Haggadah
Sarajevo Haggadah
Washington Haggadah
Printed Editions of lllustrated Haggadot
Introduction
Prague Edition
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Venice Editions
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Some Later Editions
Musical Rendition

INTRODUCTION

The Haggadah is based on the seder service prescribed by
the Mishnah (Pes. 10), which had apparently been conducted
in the form of a banquet. The observance of the precepts at
the seder—the cating of the pesah (the *paschal sacrifice),
*mazzah (*‘unleavened bread™), and *maror {(*bitterherbs™);
the drinking of *arba kosor (“four cups of wine"); and the
recital of the story of the exodus from Egypt (the narrative
of the Haggadah) were integrated into this banquet
celebration, Essentially, the Haggadah is an account of the
Egyptian bondage, a thanksgiving to God for the redemp-
tion, and, in Temple times, a thanksgiving for the acquisi-
tion of the Land of Israel. After the destruction of the
Second Temple, the latter was replaced by a prayer for the
ultimate redemption. The purpose of the Haggadah
("Ve-higgadta le-vinkha—"“And thou shalt tell thy son,”
Ex. 13:8), one of the central commandments of the day, is
represented by the narrative itself, Not written by any
particular author, or group of authors, the Haggadah is not
a “literary composition™ in the accepted sense of the term.
Its narrative is a collection of excerpts from the Bible,
Mishnah, and Midrash, interpolated with the ritual per-

formances: the *Kiddush, the benedictions recited on the
performance of precepts, and for food, *Grace after Meals,
and the *Hallel. Gradually, stories, psalms, and songs were
added. Many recensions of the Haggadah, differing from
one another to a greater or lesser degree, have been
preserved in various manuscripts, mostly dating from the
13th to the I15th century, and also in fragments from the
Cairoe *Genizah. Some halakhic works also contain the text
of, and commentaries on, the Haggadah (sec below:
Manuscripts and Editions). In keeping with its compilatory
character and the varied nature of its sources, the literary or
logical nexus between the different sections of the Haggadah
is not always discernible, The quotations, derived from a
multiplicity of sources, have mostly been adapted to the
needs of the seder service.

COMPONENT PARTS

(1) The *Kiddush. It is not specific to the seder service but
is prescribed for all the festivals. (2) *Ha Lahma Anya
(“This is the bread of affliction™) are the opening words of a
declaration in Aramaic, designating the mazzah as the
bread of affliction and inviting the needy to join the meal. It
ends with “This year we are here, next year may we be in the
Land of Israel. This year we are slaves, nex1 year may we be
free men” (figure 1). There seems to be no clear connection
between the three statements of the declaration. It appears
to be a folk composition which was added to the Seder liturgy
after the destruction of the Temple. (3) *Mah Nishtannah
(**How is this night different™), popularly known as“the four
questions,” is according to the Mishnah (Pes. 10:4)
apparently a formula with which the father can instruct his
son. This formula passed through a number of stages tiil it
assumed the forms which are to be found in the different
recensions that are in use today. (4) Avadim Hayinu (“We
were bondmen™) is an introduction to the formal narration
of the exodus from Egypt, based on the views of Samuel
(Pes. 116a). Passages of unknown origin supplement the
narration stressing its importance. (5) Ma'aseh be-Rabbi
Eli'ezer. .. Amar Rabbi Elazar (*It is told of R, Eliezer . ..
R. Eleazar b. Azariah said”) is a story concerning the
leading tannaim, followed by a discussion between them,
whose purpose it is 10 emphasize the importance of the
narration. While the story is preserved only in the
Haggadah, the debate is cited in the Mishnah (Ber. 1:5) and
in halakhic Midrashim (Sif. Deut. 130; Mekh., Pisha 16).
(6) The baraita of the Four Sons, also preserved in a
halakhic Midrash (Mekh., Pisha 18) and in the Talmud (TJ,
Pes. 10:4, 37d), but in a recension differing considerably
from Haggadot in use today, incorporates all the biblical
verses enjoining the narration of the exodus (Deut, 6:20:
Ex. 12:26; 13:8; 13:14). It adapts them to four different
types of “sons”: the wise, the wicked, the simple, and the
disinterested, who should be instructed according to the
halakhah “that according to the understanding of the son
the father instructs him” (Pes. 10:4), (7) Yakho! me-Rosh
Hodesh (*It might be thought that [this exposition should
begin] from the New Moon [of Nisan]”) is a tannaitic
commentary on Exodus 13:8 (Mekh., Pisha 17}, adducing
exegetical proof that the narration of the exodus story is
obligatory on the eve of Passover, (8) Mi-Tehillah Ovedei
Avodah Zarah Hayu Avoteinu (**In the beginning, our fathers
worshiped idols™) is an introduction to the narration of the
exodus story based on Rav as opposed to Samuel's view
(see above Avadim Hayinu). (9) A tannaitic Midrash on
Arami oved avi (Deut. 26:5-8)—*An Aramean would have
destroyed my father” (usually rendered: “A wandering
Aramean was my father’) which, according to the Mishnah
(Pes. 10:4), everyone is obliged *“to expound.” This
commentary, also preserved in the Midrashim based on the



Sifrei (Sif. Deut. 26:5 (301), especially Mid. Lek. Tov, and
Mid. Hag., ad loc.), is & haphazard selection of aggadié
interpretations. In the seder ritual, it is prefaced with
“Blessed be He who observes His promise . . . Go and learn
what Laban the Aramean sought . . .,” a passage not found
in the Midrashim and apparently composed in the post-
talfnudic period. (10) Commentaries of the ranngim on the
miracle of the plagues and the division of the Red Sea
during the exodus from Egypt are recited, In most Jewish
communities these have been seen as a continuation of the
preceding Midrash; their source is the Mekhilta (Va-Yehi
be-Shallah 6). (11) Kammah Ma'alot Tovot la-Makom
Aleiny (“*How many goodly favors has the Almighty
bestowed upon us”) is a poem in two versions which is
preserved only in the Passover Haggadah. The poem was
composed during the Second Temple period and seems o
have no direct connection with the seder service. (12) The
Mishnah of Rabban Gamaliel. It explains the significance
of the Passover sacrifice, the unleavened bread, and the
bitter herbs. Taken from the Mishnah {Pes. 10:5), it was
reworded (in a question-and-answer form) during the
post-taimudic petiod. (13) Be-Khol Dor va-Dor (“In every
single generation™)is a passage from the Mishnah (Pes. 10: 5),
or from an expanded Mishnah {baraita), which had been
supplemented by a statement of Rava (Pes. | 16b). (14) The
first two chapters of Hallel are recited, as prescribed in the
Mishnah following Bet Hillel (Pes. 10:6). (15) The
benediction for redemption “*Who redeemed us” is based
on the ruling of R. Tarfon and R. Akiva in the Mishnah.
After observing the commandments to eat unleavened
bread and bitter herbs, the meal is eaten, followed by Grace
after Meals. (According to the opinion of scholars such as
Elbogen, Ginzberg, and Finkelstein, etc. it is obvious from
the text of the Mah Nishtannah that at some stage in the
development of the seder service this part of the ritual
followed rather than preceded the meal.) The company then
continues with the second part of the Haggadah. (16)
Shefokh Hamatkha (“Pour out Thy wrath™) is a collection
of verses whose theme is a supplication for vengeance on
the nations that have oppressed Isracl, The custom to recite
these verses is attested since medicval times; their number
and order differ according to the various rites. (17) The last
.part of the Hallel is recited, as specified in the Mishnah
(Pes. 10:7). (18) Yehallelukha Adonai Eloheinuy al Kol
Ma'asekha (“All Thy works shall praise Thee”) is a
benediction of praise (*Birkat ha-Shir™} in accordance with
R. Judah’s view (Pes. 118a). (19) The Great Hallel (Ps. 136).
Its recital became obligatory at a later date. (It is based on
the baraita of R. Tarfon (ibid.}.) (20) Nishmat Kol Hai
{“The breath of all that lives™), another version of the
Birkat ha-Shir (“Benediction over the Song”™) is recited, in
accordance with the view of R. Johanan ibid, ).

RITUAL ACTS

The text of the Haggadah is also divided according to
the prescribed ritualistic acts of the seder service. Each tex-
tual section is headed by a descriptive phrase which, in some
rites, is chanted as a separale litany. The sections are:
kaddesh (the Kiddush; figure 2), u-rehaz (“*washing"”
of the hands), karpas (eating the “‘herbs” dipped in salt-
water), yahaz (“‘dividing”™ the middle magzzah), maggid (the
“narration”), rahaz (“washing” the hands for the meal),
mozi-mezzah (the “benediction™ over the mazzah), maror
(eating the “bitter herbs™), korekh (eating **bitter herbs with
mazzah™), shulhan arukh (the “meal”), zafun (eating of the

fikoman—the “last mazzak"), barekh (*“Grace afier
Meals™), hallel {recitation of the second part of Halle!), and
nirzah (the closing formula). This Passover Haggadah and
seder ritual follows the practice of the Pumbedita and Sura

academies of Babylonia and was adopted by all the Jewish
communities in the Diaspora. It completely superseded the
ancient Palestinian secension which differed from it in
certain respects (such as the omission of sections 4-7
listed above,

TEXTUAL ELABORATIONS

A tendency, however, existed to elaborate on the text of
the Haggadah with midrashic and poetic sections. These
additions are neither obligatory nor universally accepted:
e.g., the tannaitic exposition Ani Adonai ve-lo Aher (*I the
Lord and no other”; Mahzor Vitry, 293) and an inter-
pretation of ve-natan lanu et mamonam (“and gave .us
their substance”; the siddur of Saadiah Gaon, 143), the
latter is derived from the Mekhilta de-R. Simeon b. Yohai,
and was adapted to the seder ritual, Similarly, certain
benedictions were expanded through the interpolation of
piyyutim (e.g., in the siddur of Saadiah Gaon, 144). Among
oriental communities it is customary to recite in the first
part of the seder service the hymn *“And ye shall say: This is
the offering of the Passover.” In later times, hymns and
roundelays were gradually incorporated into the Haggadah,
and sung at the end of the seder: *4z Rov Nissim (“*Of old,
Thou didst Perform most Miracles at Night”; from a
kerovah by *Yannai): Omez Gevurotekha (“The Strength of
Thy Might™: from a kerovah by R. Eleazar *Kallir):
*Ki Lo Na'eh (“For to Him Is it Becoming™; by an
anonymous paytan); and Hasal Seder Pesah {*Accom-
plished is the Order of the Passover”; from a kerovah
by R.Joseph Tov Elem *Bonfils). Other hymns intro-
duced are just folk songs composed for the entertain-
ment of children, e.g., *Addir Hu (**Strong is He"); *Ehad
Mi Yode'a (*Who Knows One?); *Had Gadya (**One Only
Kid™}). In other communities different piyyutim have been
adopted: ¢.g., “On Passover in Egypt my Captives went
forth Free”; “From the House of Iniquity, Seat of my
Strifes” or “Home of my Medanite [captors]” (both are in
the Mahzor Carpentras); or “Who Wrought Wonders in
Egypt” (Mahzor Romania, Constantinople, 1510). In
northern France it was customary 1o sing at the end of the
seder “The Lovers Sing with Ringing Voice™ (Mahzor
Vitry, 298).

COMMENTARIES

Textual difficulties in the Haggadah called for the
annotation of the text. The carliest commentaries were
written in a talmudic style and can be found in the halakhic
works of the school of Rashi and his disciples (e.g., in
Mahzor Vitry; Ha-Orah, ed. by S. Buber, 1905; Siddur
Rashi, ed. by 8. Buber and J. Freimann, 1911; Ha-Pardes,
ed. by D. Ehrenreich, 1824). The commentary attributed to
R. "Samuel b. Meir is written in the same style. A more
comprehensive and profound exposition is found in
Shibbolei ha-Leket by R. Zedekiah b. Abraham *Anav
(13th century; ed. by S. Buber, 1886), in which are
incorporated some annotations by Isaiah di *Trani, as well
as inleresting novellae, by the author’s brother, The two
important commentaries composed in the l4th century
were by R. *Aaron b, Jacob ha-Kohen of Lunel (in Orhot
Hayyim, it also appeared in *Xo/ bo) and by R. David b.
Joseph *Abudarham (in his commentary on the prayer
book; Venice, 1566). These early commentators merely
annotated the text. They were not concerned with the
investigation of the historical aspect of the Haggadah and
did not refer to the sources of its different texts. This simple
explanatory type of commentary came 1o a close in the 15th
century with Afikeman by R, Simeon b. Zemah *Duran,
which until that time was the only commentary published as
a separate book. Afier the 15th century, the commentators



Figure 20. Title page of the Haggadah of Kibbutz Deganyah Bet,
1950, Jerusalem, B.M. Ansbacher Haggadah Collection.

included material of their own in their expositions, both as
an eclaboration on the narrative and as a discussion of
philosaphical and theological concepts. R, Isaac *Abraba-
nel in Zevah Pesah (Venice, 1545, figure 3) poses 100 ques-
tions which he answers at length. With reference to the verse
*“Know thou of a surety . . ."” (Gen. 15:13), he asks: “What
benefit have we derived from the exodus from Egypt, in
view of the fact that we are once again in exile?”” In his reply
he discusses the significance of the exile and the ways of
Providence at great length, without establishing any direct
connection with the text. The commentary thus becomes a
separate discourse. Subsequent commentators, who fol-
lowed his style, mostly annotated in an aggadic vein, while a
few gave mystical interpretations, e.g., R. Eliezer *Ashke-
nazi in Ma'asei Adonai (Venice, 1583); R. *Judah Loew b.
Bezalel (the Maharal) of Prague in Gevuror Adonai
(Cracow, 1582), in which he also expounds halakhic
matters; and the kabbalists R. Moses *Alshekh and R.
Isaiah *Horowitz. The best known later commentators are;
R. Jacob *Emden, R. *Elijah b. Solomon Zalman of Vilna,
*Jacob of Dubno, Jacob b. Jacob Moses *Lorberbaum (of
Lissa), and Moses *Sofer {Schreiber} who wove their

- homiletic compositions round and into the Passover

Haggadah. R. Hayyim Joseph David *Azulai (18th
century), known for his critical approach, also follows the
above method in his commentaries on the Haggadah,
though occasionally the critical view is discernible. Only in
the 19th century did scholars begin to analyze the text, 1o
clarify its sources, and to determine the original wording.
This method was adopted by H. *Edelman, E. *Landshuth,
D. *Cassel, M. Friedmann, and D. *Goldschmidt, whose
commentaries were published in articles or in book form.

MANUSCRIPTS AND EDITIONS
Through the gencrations the Passover Haggadah has
been one of the most popular works—perhaps the most
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Figure 21. Emergency Haggadah of the lIsracl Defense Forces
with abridged ritual and large print, for soldiers on front-linc
duty, 1967. Jerusalem, B. M. Ansbacher Haggadah Collection.

popular—in Jewish religious literature. Many recensions,
differing from one another to a greater or lesser degree,
have been preserved in various manuscripts mostly dating
from the 13th to the 15th century, and also in fragments
from the Cairo Genizah. These manuscripts originate from
all countries in which Jews have lived. Some halakhic works
also contain the text of and commentaries on the Haggadah.
Others are found in daily or festival prayer books; the
majority, however, are separate works for use on the eve of
Passover only. These manuscripts have not yet been
adequalely investigated; only a sclected few, particularly
the illuminated copies, have engaged the attention of
scholars, In the seventh or eighth century the Haggadah was
apparently compiled as a separate work by the geonim. The
oldest extant version however is in the prayer book (siddur)
of Saadiah Gaon (!0th century; ed. by 1. Davidson, S,
Assaf and B. I. Joel, 1941); other early versions are found in
Maimonides’ Mishneh Torah (12th century) and in Mahzor
Viery (11th century), Since the 15th century, the Haggadah
has had more than 2,700 editions, either with or without
commentaries. Later editions have included as many as 200
commentaries. The Haggadah has been translated into
vernaculars used by Jews, e.g., Yiddish, Ladino, Judeo-
Greek, Judeo-Arabic (in its various dialects), and Judeo-
Persian, which are often printed together with the Hagga-
dah. Oral vernacular renderings are traditional in those
communities which have no printed literature in their spoken
idiom (e.g., in modern Aramaic). The Haggadakh has been
rendered into a number of languages, and the translation,
whether with or without commentary, is often included in
the editions. “Emended" editions, which do not give the
traditional but a substitute version, are customary in certain
communities, e.g., the Haggadah of S. *Maybaum (1891),
Caesar *Seligmann (Frankfort, 1913), Guggenheim (Offen-
bach, 1927), the *Central Conference of American Rabbis
(from 1905 onward), the Union of Liberal and Progressive
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