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Yehoshua: Yehoshua is about Kibush and Chiluk. Conguering snd Dividing the land.
Conguering: What happened when Yehoshua crossed in the land and there were 32 countries
already living there? Rasli says he offered them to leave or fight, Rashi said the Tovah began
with Bereishis to show the world that the Jand of lsrael belongs to the Jews, and thev are not
inhibiting upon the {and. Meanwhile, the rambam, ramban, and tosfos all say that rashi is wrong,
They cite the Yerushalmi in which Yehoshua gave the people 3 choices, not 2. The additional
cheice was to convert and keep 613 mitzvos. or not convert and keep 7 mitzvos, hiving
peacetully beside the Jews,
Rashi says if this is historically true, then the bavii would have said it. He rejected the
verushalint because of o proof in yehoshua, That the Givonim destroved their stuff {o make
it fook like they were travelers stopping in the land, and hadn't actuaily been residing there,
They tricked yehoshua, He found out the truth later on,
Tosfos agrees that yehoshua offered the 3 option, but says he told them they must decide on
that day, and they refused. Duning the fighting, one nation changed their mind, but it was too
{ate to make peace. This is how the givonim made peave, by tricking yehoshua into thinking
they were just travelers. Yehoshua didn't chase atter the givgoshim or anyone that left on their
own during the fighting,
Dividing: The land was divided according to the needs of each tribe, 2-772 tribes got their Jot
outside of isracl, because they had lots of cattle. Reuven. Gad, and hai% of Menasheh. They buih
a targe mizbavach to bring a korban, which is against the torah law. When this happened, the
other 9.5 tribes wanted o wipe them out. Korbanos needed to be brought at the mishkan.
Previously others had brought korbanos o random places. so why was it ﬂcudderﬂy a big deal”
Beeause of Heter Bamos, When the mishkan was traveling, 11 was permitted to bring korbanos in
other places. When the roishkan stood at Shiloh or verushalavim however, vou must bring
korbanos there only.
Shoftim: This sefer is a vicious eyele of the jews sinning, Hashem sends them an Ovev, the
Yews cry, Hashem hears the cries and sends a 3hof€t the shofet saves the people, the shotet
dies, and the Jews sin. This ovele repeats itself 15 times o the book. Only one shofet actually
sat and gave judgment. Devorah. The shoftim were saviors, warriors, .gud ging the goyim more
than anyone. The last shotet gets a book of his own, Shmuel
Shmuel: The Nevi'im thought he was so great, Hashem said in virmiyahuy "even if moshe and
shuouel come. Dwou't isten”, comparing the greatness or shimuel to moshe. The first 7 chapters
of shmuel discuss his leadership. He was the spiritual, military. political, etc. leader of the jews,
The jews ended up rejecting him, and made & king, so that there would be a leadership which
could pass down heredstarily, Shmuel was angry. The jews had asked Gideon previously 1o be
king, but he dechined. Shmuel was upset because they had asked o bave a king. "like all
nations”. The ramban and ron say he was angry because he's the shofet who helped them
throughout the vears, and now they're disrespecting bim, ’§”ﬁ§'xs;}’ also told him they didn't want
ints soms, that they were bad. The rarnbam says he was angered because they said give us a king
"now". The rest of shmuel discusses shaad's ups and downs. The jews had gotten the type of
leader they deserved, Dovid defeated evervone 1o his path, 41 he arranged to lose oue battle,
because he fell in love with a woman. Dovid responded o the prophet of the time about taking
this woman. Any other kind would take any woman they wanted and anvone who guestioned
them, was dead. Instead dovid responded.
dMelochim: Dovid dizs and his son takes over. Shlomo feli to the 3 passions the torsh warmned to
avoid, Wives, horses, and msoney. He wanted {o ally himself with aii the kings of the world, Al
the women wanted thetr sons to be the next king. The mother of the next King wasn't even
Jewish, Shlomo's government was bloated, causing too many taxes on the people. When his son
was going to teke over, they said lower the taves if vou want to be king. He said no, and they
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rebelled against hitn, He becarue King over 2 large areas, and there was another king, yeruvum,
king over the other 10 arcas,
They once tried to wnite under one king, atalvah, but she kitled every descendant of dovid,
exeept voesh, a | year old baby they E\cpt hidden, When they killed stalyah. they made voesh
king. He was 7 years old at the time. He later on fixed up the bets hamikdosh.
Along carne 4 nevi'um, hoshea and amos to speak to the nosthern 10 areas, and veshavahu and
micha to speak to the southern 2 arcas, They warned ahout a new threat it the people didn't
repent. The south Hstened, however the north didn't. Yeshavahu got the south to listen and avoid
destruction from ashur, Theretore he's known as having consolation prophecies, He gives lots of
prophecies about moshiach coming.
Yeshayabu: Therefore a lot of veshayahu is about moshiach coming. Christians change this text
o their liking. Yeshayaha Hves trom -740-700 BCE. Avound 740 the northern a(}"ag:d om joined
with an eneiny, Arom, against a larger enemy, Ashor, They wanted the south to join w;th them
as well The king of the south was inchined. i’}m Yeshayahu warned agamst doing so. He said
whoever 13 part of the coalition will soon be destroyed. Achar, the king of the south docsn™t
listen and ja*’m anyways. He asks veshayabu for a miraele to show that he should lsten to him,
ang veshavshu responds that a baby will be born who will save vou. Cluistians say this is Jesus.
Achax wanted to see a miracle on the spot. and not a future promise. The child turned outto he
Chizlavahn who saved them from Achaz,
The last 27 chapters of Yeshavahu seem to be out of piace chrenclogically, The end of s
book describes the end of bovul. This was 200 vears atter be was abive.
Yirmivabu: In 020, Yimuivahu said repent or go to exile for 70 years. But yishavahu had
already given prophecy fo the destruction of the temple. We have 2 solutions for this, Either
there was a second vishavaha {ater on, named Ezra, or these prophecies were only wriitten
prophetically, and meant to be revealed later on, if the events occurred. Good prophecy is never
changed, yet bad prophecy can be undone. Yirmivahu is 4 prophet of doom and gloom, and of
rebuilding He prophecies about the destruction of the temple. and a 70 vear wait to returm.
Yecherkel Was a tragic figure. He actually acted out pmphfﬁcms Lots of unigue
prophecies. There is a debate in meforshim whether be actually did these things.
Trei Asar: These 12 books were put inte |, because they were so small, people were afraid of
them getting lost. Hoshea and Amos g gave prophecy at the same time to the people in northern
Isracl, While they both spoke to the people about to be destroved, Hoshea spoke to the
leaders, kings, ete, and Amos 1o the men on the street. The first opening prophecy of Hoshea
is to marry a famous harfot, and to have children with her, not even knowing if they're tus
children, Hoshea s supposed 1o represent god, and the woman represents Israc, going after
other gods.
Hashem tells vechezkel to shave every hair on his head, There are many commentaries amongst
the Sasphe‘;rézm} the ram bam. etc claim that the reasons for these things are 1o be figurative.
Thev were not actually done. He eovisioned these things happening. Hoshea didn't actually
marry a barlol. Yechezkel's wife didn't actually die. He had a dream which affected bim. This
occurs in tanach many times. They are metaphors, 1o be able to give better prophecies because
of the visions.
Rashi 13 in the schoo! of Hiteralists. Rashi explains things s having been done literally, not as
metaphors, Wit's written, he did it. Rashi lived o France, Hiving around christians, Christians
aliegorized the whole bible, Even though it guides their Hives, they don't follow it, they answer
that they are not literal commandments, but figurative, and need to be accepted on a deeper
meaning. Only the {0 commandments actually need to be done. Theretore jews living among
Christians like to anderstand the bible literally, 80 as not to take things out of context. Oncc a
jew says the snake didn't acnually speak. the Christians decide to make other things figurative.
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Yeshayahu savs when moshiach comes. Hons will he with larobs, To rashi this is fiferal.
Rambuam says he is referring to violent peap'e will become more peaceful.
Yoel: The first 2 chapters ave about a plague of locusts that destroys the land of Israel. In the
plague. yoel says it's the worst plague of focusls 1o ever hit the planet. That contradicts the
torah which says after the 8% plague, that there was never and will never be a plague of locusts
as bad as this. One answer 18, the pmuk in the torah only refers 1o Egvpt. Rachi also apswers, in
Egvpt it was just arbely, and in voel there were 4 tvpes of locusts, so the arbeh was worse in
Egvpt, but overall the locusts were worse in yoel,
There are 3 chapters in tehilim -Mp np rw”. Tebilin is about god being in charge of vature, or in
charge of history, The events of histm} arc either about the nation ofjews, or about dovid' s hife.
The ones about the jewish people are about Egypt. If vou look at the ten plagues, they list &
kinds of locusts between the 3 chapters in tehitirn. This contradicts rashi's explanation. Tehilim
a book of song. Tehilim bas the permission, when deseribing the plague of locusts, even if
only arbely was there, he has ability to write poetic words with extra words. Therefore it can't be
taken here as fact.
The 3'd and true selution of voel, is that he is not talking about focusts at all, He is talking about
four nations, The 4 locusts represent the 4 pations who are going to devour the jews i they don't
do teshuvah, This 1s buvel, purus. yuvun, and udam, The end of voel discusses how lsrael will
he rebuilt after the destruction.
Ovadyah: The shortest book of the wanach, is one chapter. It's a prophecy of the fall of edom. He
was a convert from edom, according to chazal. The catholic church knew that the jews
considered them to be edom, so whatever a jew would write ju their commentary to ovadva, the
Christians knew they were writing about them, so they had to be careful. Therefore it's hard to
find full commentaries to ovadya, Christianity is pot actually edom.
Yirmtyaho, Yeshaysho, Amos, and Yechezkel discuss what 15 going 1o bappen to the different
nations in the future. When virmiyaho discussed what will happen to Edom, 1t's almost the
same as ovadya, Ovadya ends saving that god will judge the edomites in har savir,
Yonah: The most successful navi. Yona savs 5 words, and everyone is wearing sackeloth.
Why was youa willing to die, and wanted to escape from god? He was only going to ninveh,
the capital of ashur, the natlon that destroyed 10 of the tnbes, He said he'd rather die than get
ashur to do teshuvab. He goes on the ship, is thrown overboard, and the satlors on the ship
became religious when this storm suddenly died oot when he was thrown overboard. He
becane mythological in ninveh by this time. When 3 days later he shows up on shore out of
nowhere, he was a celebrity in ninveh. This i why everyone bistened to him.
1Y on a had just listened to god and gone 1o ninveh without rebelling and attempting to go
tarshish, they wouldn't have listened to him, and he would have goiten what he wanted.
Michah: Like vishavabu spoke to the southern kingdom of Israel. Micha and vishayahu were
suceesstul neviim. not becaunse they were better than hoshea and amos. but hecause they had a
better audience. Yirmiyahu predicted in chapter 26 the destruction of the beis hamikdosh. The
people wantesd fo kill him for it. Suddenly officers came from far away and said don't kill hin
hicha had already predicted this. They guoted Micha, and chizkivahy, the king then, didn't kil
hirn, he did teshuva for it. This shows the success of Micha. It s only 8 chapters Jong. Theve are
harsh atiacks on sovial disorder. There is also nice prophetic visions of the return of god's graces
to his people. Micha 15 used very much by Christians, as well as vishayahu, due to his good
prophecies which they use to refer to chirisitiany.
Mochum: 3 chapters sbout the fall of ashur. Has a sharp description of ashur, The book is
nothing but nusery about ashur. No room for repentance.
Chavakuk: Same as nochum, but to bovel, Speaks of the fall of bovel. However "ze Manages
to put a first chapter of phenomenal disgrace against Hashew. about how he allows evil to
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exist, and that this is why noy one wants 1o follow the torah. that the jews have to suffer so

J

H

much. The wost chutzpab- %m person in tanach,

Trfanyah: Lived at the same time as yiomiyahu, as it says 1o his book. However, while
virmiyahu 13 the source of doom and destruction, tzfanya is only 3 chapters and musters ap
guite a bit of conciliation prophecies.

The fast 3, Trei Asor: Chagai, Zechariah, and Malachai, are the authors of the {2 books, put
o 1, so they shouldn't got lost, Chagai along with vona is the most successtul navi. It's only
about rehutlding the beis hamikdash and people {uw with building their own houses but not the
beis hamikdash to hashem. The beis hamikdash was built 2 years after bim. The last 2 books
discuss the jews returning from bovul had been happy bemg assimilated. Malachai refers to
rewish women not having wen to marry, as the men had all intermarried. Also discusses the beis
harsikdosh not working well, Zachariah is the most difficult prophet ot the tanach. He had
trouble understanding the prophecies before him. He was given 13 visions at mght, was
supposed o look at the vision, perceive it, and explain it There's a rock with 7 eyeballs, &
woman sitting on i, the rock grows wings. and flies over Israel. He doesn™t understand what i
means. There's also 2 olive trees on both sides of the field. Tubes coming from the olives mtw
the menorah, so there's an everlasting flow of oil, zechariah says this means they'l fight a war
and terrible assimilation leading to the war. This is the haftorah of shabbos Chanukah. Zechanah
can only be understoond with the un ﬁ)idmg of the events he had predicted. Daniel does the same
thing. Without fitting them into events as they unfold, it's hard to understand i

There's a prophecy saving g0 into sealed rooms, and don't fight, because T will protect you.

By the gultf war this is what happened.,

At the end of Zechariah i says god will trample yerushlavim with his foot, and sepavate the city
into 2, jews on one side will have it great, angd on one side will be in great danger, till | join the
city, and make it all great We can say that this 1s zechariah, but then the next part of zechariab
discusses major wars, which can be discouraging.

Abarbanel finds the Spanish joquisition in zechariah, and the rise and fall of rome, greek
maythology, ete.

Tehiflin: 150 chapters praising nature oy history, with regard to history it is about the people. or
about Dovid, With regand to Dovid 1t is about his great faith betore he bccm\“ king. then when
hc became king, and then after batsheva. This is the only book i the bible with natural chapters.

Christians gave the chapter numbers elsewhere arbitrarily. On page 46 is the 1517 chapter of
Tehillim, found in the Dead Sea scrolls, discussing goliath and the philistines. Dovid never
mentioned goliath in the Tehillim until here. There 18 a lot of mtellectual material within, About
the way god runs the world.

Mishlet: Book of proverbs not well organized. About 50 or so categories of Musar, how to Hive
the good meaningtl lite, and be in control of vour actions, Urchos Tzaddikim is an organized
sefer that discusses the way Judaism tooks at and treats midos. The book ends with a king
namied Lemuel, who savs be careful with vour addictions or love of women, they will bring
down vour kingdom. He is so thankful to his mother for teaching bim thig; he praises her with
Eishes Chayil, which is how Mishlei ends off.

tyov, About a mythologieal figure, who never actually lived, written by Moshe, It's about a just
man who is g0 righteous that god brags sbout bim to everyone. One angel, Satan, tells god to
pusush fvov for a sin that ke did not actually commit. Once god destroys everything of lyov's
except bim, his wife tells lkim 1o curse god for doing this to someone so righteous. Ivov tells s
wife she is foolish, and vou must accept everything of Ivov's. 3 of iyov's friends come to give g
Shiva call after ail his children died. lvov then said, god ;}mkgwhes and rewards without any
consideration, there is 0o after Bife. and other words against Judaism. His friends attacked him,
Each of Ivov's friends gives a speech. and Iyov answers. That is the book. Iyov demands his day

7




s he can accept the suffering., but not that his best fiiends can tell him

in court from god. He say
Ivov out and shows him all of time and space. Ivov suddenly has no

ke is wrong. God takes
questions (o god.
Hashem goes to Iyov's 3 friends. and said they are sinners, you did not speak well of me the
way tyov did. This does not make sense with what they actuaily toid lvov. 50 it does not speak
well of god, to place the blame of all man's sufferings on man alone. God wants some of the
suffering blamed on lum, Iyov was given twice as much as be had before. He praved for his
triends. and they were saved.
Fyov Mishler and Tehillim, the fivst letters backwards spell Ewes, tell us the truth of
existence.
Shir HaShirim: A love story between god and his people-~A-man and woman going around
praising each other, however they never meet. as when one is interested n the other, the other is
not interested. That is the story of god and the Jewish people. I is a sad book. This is compared
to god. because sometimes he plays hard to get, in that the Jews ran away, he savs vou will have
i pursue harder,
Ruth; When Dovid was crovwned king, there was a great ory that his great grandmother was a
Moabite. When Shaul said whoever kills goliath, and wins his daughter, he asks who Dovid's
father is. Why did he ask then, 1{Dovid had been playing harp tor Shaul all along? Ruth is
written by Schowel HaNavi to validate the lineage of Dowvid. People were guestioning whether
he could become king or not. There was someone named Booaz who took issue with this
previously,
Eicba: Yirmivahu's personal lament over secing the chorban. It was meant to be reeited by
e cople at the time of the chorban, so saving it on tisha bav i3 exactly what was meant 1o be
done.,
Koheles: Begs us fo analyre life, and not just et hfe pass by, Many pessunistic things,
because sometimes life stinks. Just make the best of it. Most people think otkoheles as
pessinyistic and shir hashirmm as a great love story. Koheles is just trving to gel you to beat
yourselves up to get stronger. There seems 1o be heresy in koheles, The answer is that koheles
mmm want 1o give magie answers to the bumjan condition cﬁ’\'uf?bz’iug

The basic answor of religion to explain human suffering, 18 to be rewarded later, possibly not
for yvou, or i1 this world, There are some cases in tanach where the prophets use such an
answer, but it 15 very rare. These prophets want to find the reasons with something proven,
not just relving on faith,
Esther: Life of the jews in Persia, after the chorban, Jews enjoved a precarions time under the
Persians, The Kings were disposed towards helping the fews, but the Persians were anti-
Semites.
Danicl: Continues with the sayue theme, living 1 Persia. Whalever happened t him in buvel
happens in Persia too. This raises the ire of the non-Jews against hivo for his success, sending
daniel's friends to a fiery furnace, or throwing Daniel {o the Hon's den. Daniel gets into
prophecies about the tuture. He concludes with a en qm'c ‘%%i‘ of dates, how long to wait for the
geuls 1: i come. Giving months, weeks, and vears. Everyone who wants 1o predict moshiach's
arrival uses this as their source.
Fzra/Mechamialh: One book. Tells the story of the return of the extles, Ratl against
asgimilation occurring in bovel. They even Bist the intermarnied men to embarrass them
Divrei Hayamin: A review of the books of shmuel and walachin.

Page 2 i the booklet.
cusses partnerships. [t vou want to dissolve g partnership,




The gemara asks, that hoshea, the first of the tref asar, should be listed at the end. The
assumption here 15 that it should be chronological. Also, why are all 12 of them put togcthcz
The answer is that chagai, zechariab, and malachat puts those 3 books together as ong. Tho
9 prophets wrote works that weren't given a final form. They were found by chagai, zechar
and maliachai, and were put in their fingd iorm by use of prophecy.
‘s?sf‘hv do those 9 prophets get their own bocks. and not others, such as elisha. or yonah's rebbe?
The gemara says the navi gets a ook if he wrote a book that was a propheey that was needed for
the generations. So hoshea is out of order chronolegically, had 0 be put together in the writings
of chagai. zechariah, and malachat. The gemara asks why not put them chrenologically? They
were ,ﬂi pu; mm one hook 1 because {hw are »n*:ﬂi, and may have otherwise gotten fost, This is

%
D)

»w

The TeRson %{v ?%n: mdu s i 1at mdach;m virmiyahu, and the beginning of vechezkel are ﬁb{mt
chorban, and the 2™ part ofvechezkel, and yishavahu is about nechama. Therefore the order |

the braisab 1s not chrouological, but by topic.

There are 4 books in the bible which end with a bad posuk. and we therefore repeat the second 10

last posuk. Those are Ficha. Koheles, Malachat, and Yishayahu. This is the first 15 lines.

This was the explanation of the order of nevi'iin. Now {or kesuvim, The braisah's order for

kesuvim is chronological order. Our order for kesuvim in tenach is strange however.

The first 3 books are about the human condition and spell Emet from the tirst fetter. The next

hooks are in order based on the dates we read them in the calendar. Shir hashivim on pesach. ruth

on shavuos, eicha an tisha bav, koheles on sukkos, and esther on purim.

The geroara says even il ivov was before ruth, we don't want o start kesuvint on such a bad

note, as the story of tyov. so we push it away & bit,

4 lines trom the bottom of the gemara, discussing who wrote which books, We see an argument

that moshe didn't write the last 8 lines of devarim which say "and moshe died”.

There's an argument whether moshe gave the torah to the jewish people as a fiushed closed

document, or not. One opinion of the torab being given completed, said the torah was given on

shavaos at har Sinai. but this makes it bard to understand how the torah could have included

history which didn't take place yvet. S0 according to that position. one must say that whatever

was in the torab after the present moment, was hidden from the people at the time. Or, moshe

gave the completed torah at the very end of s life, and told them to not open it il he died &

few days later.

O Reish Lakish says that the torah was given ininstailments, as they happened, hashem told

maoshe to write i down., speak i to the people. ete, When they got to the installment write

betore moshe died, yehoshua will write the last lines.

Ciuzkw hie wrote Yishayahu, This doesn't make sense. Why is he called the author of Shlomo's

works? "These are the proverbs of Shlomo that chizkivahu copied down”, Why is he mentioned

in mishiei? Tosfos suggests that Chirkiyahn wrote down the works of Shlomo, because no one

couid understand them, and he rewrote them ou the fevel that the average person could

uﬂdeﬂsia wd then

I Mishier it says "If you spare the rod. vou will spoil the child”, We can transiste this

differently based on the times. We feel mishler 13 prophetic, and therefore look atitina

special light.

Mast prophets write down their memoirs, and 1deas into a book, and hope after their lifetirne

they will be remembered. Yeshavabu died suddenly, and wasn't able to write down most of

the good works of s life. For this reasen Chizkivahu wrete the book of Yeshayahu

Yecherkel was written cutside of lsrael, in Bovul, in a oity called Tel Aviv. Daniel, Esther,

and others were outside of Isracl as well. These books were written by Ansher Kneset
Hagdolah, because these books couldn't have been written outside of Israel.
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Yirmiyahu is attributed as the author to his own book., Why is be attribuied to his own book?
Tostos doesn't answer, Yirmiyahu must have returned from Egypt, otherwise he wouldn't

have been able to have writien his own book.

Moshe was the father of ali nevi'im, and even bilam's nevuah comes through moshe. The
prophecy of what was parshas baluk came (o moshe, and he wrote it

The last 8 pesukim of the torgh, why would the tanach say moshe couldn't write them?

Moshe had written other prophecies. so why not this?

10 hines trom the top of page 3: Yehoshua wrote his book, and the last & pesukim of the torah,
This is according 1o the tanah that holds yvehoshua wrote those § pesulim, as we secina
bratsah. even though moshe died {round parenthesis means change the word in the gemara,
square ones means the word 1s left, but omitted in other writings) could he still write this? How
can a dead man write? Others explain this question differently. Could it ask that he was alive at
the time? The Marsha says there's a problem with that guestion, because it looks Hike a lie. You
can't make a man write about lus death.

There is an argument of the tanainm. R Yehudah holds that yehoshua wrote t‘mv:'—‘ gand R
Shimon disagrees, that Moshe wrote the whole torah. R Yehuodah seems to hold that things
were written as they happened -Torah Megiish. However R Shimon doesn't nvca%awxi hold
that the eutire thing was given at once -Torah Chesamah. He can hold that it was given in
installments, and Muoshe wrote the end a few days before his death.
R Shimon's proof s the posuk at the end of the devanim where hashom told moshe give this
torah to the people. Therefore it had to be finished. He gave a completed torah 1o the people.
even though some of what's written didn't happen. R Yehuda thinks it's Iying 1o write about
Moshe dying if he's still ahive.
t sefer Yehoshua, Yehoshua died. Elazar and Pinchas wrote the end of the Yehoshua, They're
not mentioned otherwise because they didn't write any books ofthetr own, simply helped along
with Yehoshua's, In sefer Shvouel. Noson and Gad finushed writing the book.
Chapter 34 in Devarim, posuk | is moshe going up, and 5-12 starts with, and moshe died.
Evan Bzra: My opinon 1s that Yehoshua already started writing from the {ivst posuk of the
chapter. Because if you say that moshe couldn't have writien beeause he died, he couldn’t
have wriiten from posuk I hecause he went up top the mountain. 30 he holds Toras Megilah.
Yahal Ohr is the sources of Evan Ezra, and Karnei Ohr explains these sources. Yahal Ohr says
this 1s the opiion of R Yehudah and also R Nechemish, However this tsu't really B Yebhudah's
opinion, he's sayving this because whatever logic tells you that moshe couldn't write the last 8
pesukibn, should drive vou to think he didn't write the fast 12
The beginning of Devarim has an mtro saying that these are the words moshe spoke at the end ¢
his Iife. BEvan Ezra writes here at the beginning of devurim, "if yvou enderstand the secret ofthe
12, then vou will also understand these 4 pesukim and vou will recognize the truth.
QE What s the secret ofthe 127 That there are really 12 pesukim moshe didn't write, (32: What
truth are we supposed to recognize from these 4 pesukim? Q31 Why does the Evan Ezrg put this
in the beginning of devurim?
Tzufnas Puneiach and Kamer Ohr explain the Evan Ezra. In Kames Ohy there 1s an English title
to a book, written by major thinker Baruch Spinoza, he said there’s no way the torah could
have been writien by one person at one time. In Biblical Criticism 3t says that the torah was
written by 4 ditferent authors. That the different names of god, refer to different gods, written
by different authors.
Tzuinas Puneiach says that the trath we are supposed to recognize from the 4 pesukim. are 4
other pesukim in the torah which couldn't have been writien by moshe, making it 1o pesukim
total. One of them is in Leeh Lecha 12:6. it says when they got to the land. the Caananites
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were still in the land -"Uz B’ Aretz”. Meaning by the time the book is finished. they are not
stitl in the land. However the Cananites belped build the beis hamikdosh. Rashi « mia;nx i
differentlv, that they were alicady in the land.
Rambam writes in Mishna Tor ah ih:ﬁ jews must believe R Shiton s right, that the torah was
completely written by moshe i s fifetime. Because otherwise the arabs can claim that the
sews changed the torah. So r‘"abam holds Torah Fhaswr a
So why was this brought up o the beginning of devurim? Trufnas Panelach says that the Evan
Ezra wanis to teach us the whole (3 posul) mtro to duur'm wits not written by moshe, Moshe
never entered into Israel, "These are the words moshe spoke on the other side of the Jordan”, 8
how devurim starts. Therefore it must have been someone else writing these words 1nside of
fsrael, about what Moshe spoke on the other side ofthe Jordan,
Downtown is g place, not necessarily meaning you are going in the direction ~down. Therefore
according to the Chizkunt "The other side of Jordan” doesn't necessanily mean a place. but a
direction. That Moshe could have written the words himselt before the Jews erossed into lsrael
Langa said in R Levy's book there are 4 things that are problematic. One of them was removed
before printed. This had to de with our issue. It says when Moshe hit the rock the jews sang as
the water was gushing out, a cryptic song. He asks why the Az Yashir in Bcaha{ach SO 10;13, and
this one s short. He says the original one in Chukas was Halel HaGadol. Dovid Tiked the
original Hodu L'Hashem so muoch, he took it out of the torah, and put it in Telihim,
R ’%’ieshf: writes that the Evan Ezrs's comment to Bereishis 3631 which the evan exra savs
moshe couldn™t have writlen, which Qa}fs "Fhese are the kings who ruled in edom before any
king raled in Israel” Evan Ezra writes "R Yitzehok says this posuk was written at the time of
the kings, as implied.” He says that's why his name is Yitzchok, because whoever reads his
words, faughs at him
Baruch Spinoza says the bible is filled with repetitions. 2 stortes about how vosef was saved. He
says it's 2 reports from different authors, He says the different names of gods are from different
authors 1u the torah. The torah sometimes contradicts itself -2 different authors. He has §
different points in how the torah was written my multipie authors,
Abarnbanel: Discusses what the difference is between nevi'im and kesuvim, The word bible
has no connotation. s called this because originally paper was privted in a city called
hiblos.
O L Why do they need to be separated from gach other?
2. What are the criteria for a sefer to make it infe tanach?
23, Who made these determinations, which book should get in, which shouldn't?
4, When were these determinations made?
(Q5a. What seforiin that cltimately made it, almost didn't, and why?
Q5h. What seforfim that almost made it, ultimately didn't?
Al The Radak asked this question in page 10 of our booklet, He cites a gemara in megilah and
Savhedrin, His position s that the difference is in the person, depending on the type of person. A
MNavi speaks in nevi'im, a Ba'al Ruach Hakodesh, who speaks on a lower level, speaks in
Kesuvim The Ba'al Ruach Hakodesh is awake. The Ba'al Nevuah is on such a high level, his
body can't funchion while receiving messages, so he's asleep.
But Yirmivahu and Shinuel both have books in Meviim and Kesuvim? Moshe wrote Ivoy
which was in Kesuvim, o he was on a lower tevel? The Radak says so, at the ime he wason a
lower Ef:\ﬂ—*i
The gemara the Radak uses to prove his point, is of Daniel who is walking with 3 men. He
df:is:{:?s s<_t-m<3?§3ir;g with his eyes that 13 awesome, terrible, and inspires trepidation in the others
He asks them if they see it and they reply no, but they feel the terror, Daniel deseribes the multi-
beaded figure breathing with claws, ete. The other 3 run away in tear. The gemara says that
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Daniels' reaction 1s saving that he s greater than them, and they are greater than him, He's
greater because he saw i, and they're greater because they are Nevi'im and he's not, Dandel is
filled with prophecy, so how can it say that he's not a prophet”? 1t says there's no targum on
nevi'im, because otherwise we would know from Dantel when moshiach is commag.

The Me'irt says the difference 15 not on the level of the person, rather o the type of message
being given, Neviim give warnings, Niv means expressions. A Nevugh means g message from
god o be delivered by mouth. Not all of those are prophetic necessarily.

This is why when it says that gharon was going © be moshe’s prophet, it doesn’t mean moshe
needed his brother (o be a prophet for him, but that he was geing to speak what hashem wanted
him to say to pharaoh. There were 3 prophets at the time of david shmuel, nosson, and gad.
Only one s koown as a navi, because he spoke out the nevuah. This is the difference between
nevi'im and kesuvim according to the me'ini. that it depends on whether the prophet spoke to
the people. or not.

Shmuel and Yirmiyahu both are in Kesuvim because it was the end of their hives, and they lost
their prophetic abihtes. Yirmivahn wrote Yiemivahu as a prophecy to be spoken, and Eicha as
a propheey to be written and read, Kesuvim means writings, which helps this reasoning,

The germara says that fron the destruction of the beis hamikdosh, and the shechina being so far
from us, nevuah makes its way 1o fools. The 3 nevi” im in tanach who are after the destruction -
daneii. zechariah, and yechezkel are more cryptic than others. because they're removed from
the nevuah of the beis hamikdosh.

A2, It needs to be prophecy that continues to be prophetic, and speak to us. It needs to be
internally sound. that it can’t have contradictions from within, or contradictions with the torah or
other books. It can't lead one 1o heresy. There needs (o be a time frame.

A3 The Anshei Kneses Hagdolah,

A4, Approximately 300 BCE. It was actually 370 BCE or 310 BOE. There were 164 missing
vears due to the bad record keeping of the Persians. If it was 310, then Ezra Bived at the time of
Alexander the Great, il was 370, it may be that the Talmudic explenation agrees with that, It
the book came along atterwards, it was too late to be included.

Ala. Koheles: the gemara doesn™t like it because

1. it's only wisdom, not propheey -decides it 1s indeed prophecy

2. because it's internally contradictory “however it's explaiming that happiness and sadness are
bad and good depending on the situation

apparently has heresy -who knows maybe people po (o one place when they die. and amimals
another -1t s ok 1o entertain heretical thoughts as long as you deny them at the end

LS

Mishiei: 1. One posuk says, if vou've sinned, share 1t with a friend. but later it says don't share.
There are other contradictions as well. There are pesukim o Mishlel which contradiet Tehilim, It
also says to beat your children. Gemara solves these contradictions.

Yechezkel:

1. There were many things which contradieted the torsh. The gemara doesn't give us the
solutions, but it says remember chananya ben chizkivah, because it pot for him, we wouldnt
have yechezkel, He went to the attic and stayed there tll he could come to conclusions for all
the contradictions in yvechezkel, He talks about kohamm not being aliowed 1o marry
almanahs, and about holidays which don't exist, ete. Rav Moshe Chachma lists these
contradictions and their resolutions,

2. There was a young child who learnt yechezkel, and it overcame him until it
burned him up. He was killed by i1, as he was too voung to fully understand it

Shir Hashirim :




1. Has the prophecy problem. It's just a love story, We determine it's really a story of the

iove between hashem and his people. Doesn't mention hashem's name once.
Esther:

1. Not prophecy. Mo mention of god's name. Chazal savs, Esther was filled with Nevuah,
fo the Dead Sea scrolls there are hints and references to all the books of tanach. except
esther, No reference to Chanukab or purim.,

The Rambam says a man shouldn't keep her wite prisoner, but et her out once a month to visgg
her family. He savs that vou should beat vour wife. The Rambarn wasn't a navi, and we can

zay he was wrong to say those things. These need {o be re-interpreted to our society.

A5b. The new testament was tried to get into tanach. H says, if vou read other books and
constder them to be part of the bible, yvou have no part in the world to come.

The rambam wrote i his mishnah torah, that the best addition of the tanach was kept by the ben
asher familyv. He also refers to ben nattaly, bat they didn’t have as good a mesovah. Ben Asher
family had hundreds of members. We don't kpow the names of anyone from this fanily. Their
{amily mission was 1o guard the mesorah of the tanach. They would gssign a section of the
tanach to cach member of the family, and they had to memorize evervihing about it They needed
to ynemorize evervihing, even spelling, and how many of cach letter are in the ditferent books.
These people are called the ba'alel mesorah -Masoreets. They had to spread out their particalar
chapter. This occurred in the 3% and 9% centuries.

The most famous example of that trickling down is on our page 34 in the booklet. The letters to
the right of the text is the mesorah ketana. This tells you how many fimes the word appears
eisewhere m tanach, The fwo lines of tny text below the targum 5 called the mesorah gedolah.
The zayin refers to the word ool mee, as it has a cirele above the
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Excerpt from Long Letter of Introduction, Jersualem, 1839;
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7" refers to a number of books such 4

s i oD which we do not have today, See a treatment

of wn "oz from the following sources. Add tional books of this sort are listed below with their

bibhical citations. This st is taken from 8id 7, Leibman’s

pp 17-18.
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The Testamens of the Deelve Patriarchs

A copy of the Tea‘*amem of Reuben. which he gave as a
command to his sous before he died. in the hundred and twenty-
fifth year of his nm
When he was HiL two years after the death of Joseph. his sons and
grandsons met together to visit him. And be said (o them, My
children. I am dyving and going the way of my fathers, And sceing
there Judsh and Gad and Asher, his brothers, he said to them,
Kaise me up., sy brothers, so that [ can tell my brothers and my
children what Hes hidden in my heart: for | am about to die. And he
got up and Kissed them and said, weeping, Listen, my brothers,
pay attention (my sons}.' to Reuben vour father, and to the
commands t give you. And behold, 1 call the God of heaven to
witness against vou to-day, so that vou do not live your hves in the
ignorance of youth and give wm&:e%fuz} to tornication, as | did,
and defiled my father Jacob’s bed. For | tell vou, he struck me with
a foul disease inmy loins for seven months: and had not mv father
Jacob prayed for me to the Lord, {1 would bave died),” for’ the
Lovd was minded to destroy me. For | was thirty vears old when |
did thiy evil betore the Lord; and for seven months Lwas
dangerously il And with determination I set myself for seven
vears to repent before the Lord, |drank no wine nor strong drink,
ne meat entered my month, and 1 tasted no pleasant foed at all, as
Frrourned over my sin {for it was great). May no such thing ever
aguin happen in lsrael!

Pav no attention to a woman's face, and never be alone with
another man’s wife, nor be foo mauisitive about women's ai‘f:ﬁzrs,
For had 1 not seen Bilbah bathing in a secluded place § would not
have fallen futo so great a sin.” For roy mind was obsessed by the
thought of sier woman’s nakedness and would not let wme sleep until
1 had done the abominable thing, For while our father Jacob was
away on a visit to his father Isaac, »xiwn we were in Bder, near the
house of Epbirath (#har is Bethlehem),™ ' Bilhah had been drinking;
and she was lying asleep in her bedroom with nothing over her.
Arned T went in and saw her nakedness and did the wicked deed; and
Fleft her still asleep and went away. And immediately an angel of
God told my father Tacob about my w zckedness and he came and
mowrned over me. And as for Bilhal, he had no further relations
with her.

- e ey T o0 v

PRy ;/A,,ﬂ s
moal gy - mau -\ Y P Ak Py COTY w vw-.M wm»\u--« -y Loy = o} au -\—-w- s.—-, ~ suagdyen
YR IPTTIR TN D TR VAEYY RN WA IO 208 TR U Ry o T

&7




PANITAN SRS )

WIS TR OTIT 12T ()

Sy m:r;j\ w\“y u,,.\l. .,I.\: \—1\77(\_).7

NER , . o L E
TV VYT YT IR TR *:z:m oY D AT B N {T)

;
TEI08 3T PN DI

B0 YR Y ﬁ”‘j" TR JAINT

Mo R T T

JRPICTIVS O SUE U T SRS SR A gy ipmenmem emnmn s > - rmmdon o .
TSR WELTT KT TR A0 T TR TR YAy N gteb) SIS AT D "‘"{“’ S " R R )

jy-.)-,w. oo

Msﬂ kP

% T Y N (N AT R

Y FIIT AT VO AINS DRARE T3 0 R MO 100 AN ARN0A Th0 AN Aaan
DY DO 93 YT TOE KUK 1T YRR 29y P oD It neen Tw XY IR YR AT mrtm
T BTV N NPT DY N OR OWD W TRERT N0I0 ATIN YRy Nt TN 2172 R TOKS
IPYY R WYIIR TPV TR P 0w AT D AR (R YT 2N U ATRET 1700 MmN R

TR T RD OETIT DI I TWIY TV VMR T RAST eyl 0 L anmiana “”“‘"‘3 J1T 9V 0D T

$ " i i
Gy e s I VAT DNNED ANy 5w e U RO PSR YT O SUTAn
I3M OIS RGP TIRNDIY QYLD VWY ORI VN TWRT TR RUN RIS nTTYT RO 2N UTIT

IO D DWRT DIPNG T O N0 00D LI T IIRTOTY TAN0T RN R 8D 0052 NIRUN 1NN TR

[ IA [C ¢

HES S [P R \c!n:«(..:

“I’Jg ’ﬁ.u\m-\a ey -qw- 'v:’:ﬂ\‘q‘, ur-’ v-qut\--u- uID ,.5.."?3 ‘.—“. b‘?)\: -ivu, su.n, .E’M Torey wng sy ...7:(“:] -E-, » m:n-.:z\ .,ya?..:::;n‘ ~a EJ.’.‘?)\ o,nw-q :.{u.,
a a5 oo a @ a amax a rana 1
PO DR CMNE YTV MR YOI TR AN XD T2 VR PETTIN VAT A IR Y, B

I TY D TR WY AT ORI IV D IR IR YT DT HYYIR 3T LY D T T T;"‘:I';”":

oy ..‘,p-’.{ memrrenan =

TIURY ST T30 TR CIITH KK I TRD TR TIN 23D 91T 1T 0K LTI I DK

ol il 54

tr warsvmnn —-nn g gysyones WP Y U I T R MM DT IO N MO MR TN
“y TYITIT R3NIN ORI 1 NEIT T D VY W T T T 0T I gy SR TN

SEXHL And Jacob moved and seuded 1o the south of Mipial

Lde zcup}aam Axid he went (o wisit fus father Isnac, he and his wily
2 Laeah, on the new moon of the tenth month, "‘ncf Reuben saw

Bithah, Rachel's ranid, his futher's coneubine, bathing in waier i
1 2 scoluded ph’“c, and be became enamuuced of hier, And he hid

himselfamd wene b Billiah's house at night and found her as focy
+ alene on her bed in ber house: and he ! fay with hier, Asnd she woke
up and losked round, and behold Reuben was bying svith her on tht
bed; and sbe lifted the edge of her coverlet and wok hold of him,
angd when she reatized it Wi Rmsbz‘ﬂ she eried out aloud. And she
wis ashamed becauzse of him,' and she let g6 ol him, and hie Sed.
5 And she was much upset by isa: fad "zz;}g;cwf{i and satd nothing
to any one about . Asd when Jacob returned and ‘,s;\ d tor® her,
she said to him, 1 am no clean for Yo, for 1 bave been defiled?
Reuben defiled meand fay with e in the night, when [ was aslecp,

[

i

B Bib Lat they’

? 8o fthe Lat the wax sshnmed bocase ol her’, &3 the texis of this passage s
stand, ii“sts % 1he only clesr aase of confusion sbout wha was Je ag what is i
profsble, however, that st cariier stages in the xragiion there were more; ang i the
ovigingl it may wci’ have been Reuben who Hited the zdge of the oo zi’k‘i resch 1k
bals of Bitt bk, sed thien, wien she ooied o, b go of by, rather thnn wes wisa

Pl Tsengin’ . ? L ‘ddehiled ax regnrds you'
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fubtices 103

and 1 did not realize wie 1t was vnidl he had sncoversd my shame?
ioand bod inicrcmirss ‘vizh v, Aasd j”mt was vEry angey with
Heoinn “t,f eause e bad laln with Bih na«: - begause he had ure
e Duther’s shane, And Jacob did not approach ber agais
GUEC E euben bad deliled hes,
Pany man who unrovers his father’s shame ~ wh‘et he docs 3¢
3 u}o.,d measure, for e is abonunable in the Lord s sight.
15 Thatizwhy g wr ttf‘rzzmé deceeed an the hc:w soiy tablets thata
mar should o ite with b fnther's wifc agsd should notuncover his
faiber’s shame, for is do this ¢ i3 unclean: they shall be putto death
tgether, the man vwho ties with his father's wife and the woman
fsgr, for they are guily of uncleanness on the carth, And there shall
be nothing enciean before our God in the nation that fe bas chosen
or himaell a5 sssessian, Aol again, i is wriiten a speond thoe,
Cursed be the man who Her with ks father's wife, for he has
uncovercd bis fudior’s shame and all the Load’s holy ones said,
Mmen, Amen.
i3 And do you, Moses, comraand dic song of $sracl 10 olserve this
jsniction,” for Gansgression of i endails the punishment of deathy,
and G concernr udigd ig -*nc’caez‘ angd thero s 00 atonemwen: that ¢an
ever stone for the man who bas commuited this ge, bt bo must be

A

PR
O

bilfed and put o desth by sioning and LE‘”}E‘C'Oi{‘,d from among the
1) el
t1 prople of pur Gask, Fir no man who docs this ia Israel should be

allowed 1o reroain alive asingle day on the panth, forhe s abomin-

1% able and unctean, And let no one say, Reuhen was granted e and
forgivenicss after he had iain with has father's oo nfubinc and 5o
alse was Bilhah,® although she had g hushand, and her hoshardd

i Jacol {Beuben ¥ fath cry owas stifl alive, Tor at et time the
ardivarncey and the decrecand the law in irs complsteness, 1o cover
every caie,” had net Geen revealed; but in your davs i has feen
reveeled a5 baw for @/ nmes and scasons, st asan everfasiing lve

17 for all generntions for cver. And for this Inse i,acrc s Ao time hmiz,
neither can there be atonement for frensgression g/ it, but both e

b skt and s absotn verses 8, 8, 18 and 12,
YL bis word”,
¢ Lot Te Reouben was geanted . and o ber abyy’,
b HEN + 4

i “has’
>
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RABBINIC BIBLES

i Definition of the Term MIKRAOT GEDOLOT

{I. How did Rabbinic Bibles lock over the Years?

HE What 1s NOT represented in Rabbinic Bibles?

IV. Why were some commeniaries omitted?

V. Christians® Role in the Production of Rabbinic Bibles
VI TORAT CHAYIM: Mosad Harav Kook,
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