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347 B mrban
3) Sous of mun ang sons of L,

men sithe, teh and poar together, s m;;**;:?m g “‘;gl;&“ﬂ;} @
43 My month desires 1o utter P vy
. e - e - - oy o .

x;hm i in ac;«ordafzcc with wis- ";3%‘ NI{:‘}‘; ﬂ?@.??j WY P«

som, amd the medifation of oy ’ , T

heart what is seetaly fo under- »ﬂi}’?m?
standing,

33 1 mysalf will snekin
; 3 e my ear MR Tsme. b et B
W the parable; 1 shall solve me e 75 By

Hddle myself upon the barp, ST ﬂié@é

A A e a3 i,

L T TR

rogh m: Ea;:‘: @j«: i;;« w*fe " are people x}rﬁa-:y desive some advantage
ot - ;h‘« Y can trace back their apeestry 0 men of dis-
. 1}3555,01;,3 m;; bt;cm;f*:?:zz ;Zs :m x*cspc:sied nat because of day mesi
it ¢ it Brcau e achunevements of some distinguished ancestor
:;:;;;;i z::;ci;a;:;a af;c ';;;sif msajorizy \?'im iack such “pef?égre:f’ The,;sii;:;é
the ferms P2 m.e;t 5 10 convey i of equally grear wnportancs for both
aC Ratter oategory of Buman beings. For power and wealth

e sverrated and worshipped
Suppd not only b . segn The
e same ertent . € y by those who possess them, hut g

ROT even mare 20— by thasp wl
o e % Y those who bk them. I i
ic;:;;sit}; ;L; :303{13 that are pot sadowed with great wesith thae Faalrs f;‘;
IR RS proper understanding « . iti "
5o : g of the position actually oceup
by sueh outer frappings of power. ? 7 e

Vo4 e B
be 100 pw:ump:i:ou% fﬂ(ir&ti mf" :myj: and anan. Such a statement would
which e e » 100 AU would mply 2 perfection of meen and npan
S8 Gy as an ideal. Mot and myn ase in the plu
;}:; SRme t?vmught‘as do the feminine phural foomns swi? ’
3;»5 ;f,gé:;;& ;‘, &3:,::3‘5;? indicating the concegt of aeh and anan, thinps that
e toeed & ;rh;sss;( wm .amd uudcssmndigag, things that aee zzg%m-:)pz'i.:xta to
gvigd@m';'g\ & };C e e;vn'mfaze‘ ;flumi form indicntey g unitary concept. I g
ol ;f; \:C!;‘y of it3 conceie spplication. See also Prov, By,
i e e &aL sr\gs of wisdom ag explicitly given, and miyuan
t Soiat are 1o be drawn from the {orme

al and express
Poas WL, epx,

3344
{ f {see {en. £1:33)
dort J}V. 3.7 R, “This sderstandiog,™ says the
hfmvm ,ff‘cm Wy own wisdons, Exalted by Divine
igher Yoice that § fistem, and that whick

10 me sex g i
o ex&é:’:*??s g‘ifam d“d' wlear @ my mind when the steains of 2y harp beinp
N scmzoznj: 33‘\}: siddle f2 “4 closed book™ 1o the saitd, a “haok” w?sic;;
opens”; therefors the word nnp is used t indisate the TomIet

psalmist, “was not
mspiration, it is m g
ordinarily would seam 2 riddie’

2R BwoYnm 44

PRALM XLIX
1) To Him Who grants vice smieyme n%gmmi; mnh 0 B0
tory, a Pralm of the sons of Korah. ! :" o T
2} Hear this, oil you nations, 3&*‘}2&?} W{Sgﬁ”‘?;} e 8
give ear, 2l you inhabitants of the eoyiom “38?""5;
fieeting world, TR

PSALM XLIX

Y. 1. The songs of the sons of Korsh which we have eead up to
this print aff had themes that applied speifically o the Jewish nation. The
contert, of Psabm 49, however, which s the final hyma in this growp of
songs set dows by “the sons of Kowah," has equsl significance for alf of
mapkind. s theme s the relationship of man's material pomsessions fo
his moral and spiritusl task i Wfe. H is ooly by fulfilling this task during
Bis stay om earth am! by employing vl his physizal and wmaterial resouroes
as means (o this end thal man can rescoe his spirital existence so that &
will reach beyond the flecting span on carth and enter into immoriatity
when his body dizs, If, however, he should fait 1o recognizre his troe purposs
in Wie, and i be should rogard the 2oguisition of matesial weslth 85 an end
in ftself and a3 his main goal on earth, then he will forfeit immortality both
Birre below and in Heaven above, and his existence witl sot continue
beyond the prave. In this psabm, the “sons of Koreh™ call upon all the
communitics of men 35 wel ss upon off individualt frrespective of ¢lass and
social position, to take this ruth to heart. This is one basic wuth which
ne one cxn afford 1o dismiss fightly,

4«

Y. 20 Turotgnw. e expresses the command not (9 “closs our
ears” o the messaze which this psalm seeks 0 copvey 0 us, N
smnons us 0 “leeline our ess™ in order to accept the teaching offered,
for no other reason but that we feed a need for 8. The ability to properly
avaluste the true worth of material weslth, withowr ovareating it, i indeed
of great dmmporiance for the sations of mankind, but it s sbsolutely in-
Wspensable o the individual f he is to fulfill his purpose in Hife. For it i
the fadividuals that are seally and truly Yon wawty, liesally, the inhabhianis
of a world that s subject 10 the “rust” of decay. The entire physical world,
in sud through which thelr Yives spring forth snd develop, s cousiantly
savcepiible 1o the effeet of decsy. Therefore, above all, it is necessary for
sorlal man o understand the trae worth of the material gonds which are
his portion in this ransitory workd (%7 see Psshm 39:86).
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7y As ot those that pat their

. L F k] Syt OV, Wy 4
trust 3 thew wealth snd plury in . 7 m?m Hr’"‘w?:} “

the wnddtude of their riches, :’i{‘}“t‘)‘“’ii"‘s" {Z}“E‘L;

oy ¥y b
8} And yet nol oue of them
will redeem bis brother with it and
thus does not give o God his
ransou,

EAa

W W D R My @
0 2IRG

9} For them the redemption of by Uy St @
thefe own sorl i wo costly and i AL EETR O RA

shall conse to be forever, :{33‘};’5
T 3

1) And yet he desires to hve
on i eternity; he does nnt wish
to see decay, SO
N2

T 2 mmh Hyem o

of apparenily unclouded happiasss. Thaving come 10 ondersousd

pEedmist wo onger foars that hiv Bife will juse any of My trae vahse
berause he is poor in worldly poods s cmnf};as:‘d fa aher mu;a :
gives Bis reanons for this nevdy-gaised poe of mind in W . %

Vo7 8 90 wtomorean. The poadimist ooy
know no fear not beonuse they have
thedr trust in thelr musciiad H
fives, that is, “the cmanation of their personatition,” oaly in rermss of the
abundance of their tingibic wealth : . o 5 ,

; - Fley gse their po
seifish purposes end not as & means toward the end of fuf

Sty
wed he
s 7, B and B,
aks of thoss who
f»iigh‘ N (‘wj }m Serritaian

fautn s Giod kot beewmste they place
msession, They measeer e wadse of thelr

o
-

ws o only for
s . A }\'. ) ’
They €ail 10 ewoploy their viches ta free Hwir felowmen from 's:il;f":::i ‘j“f:
and 5o neglect to pay God the “manson e Him for their uwn %ﬁm’z‘;‘:
{See Commentary to Baod, 30012, Their own Fappiness iy oo ;'-;c;f:in'vs
fixrlthcm, ard they hwve seant concora for the wellars of othess, ??h:y iz.v;e
their money oere than they do their owe souls. They cangu i‘:sing*‘vihf';ma
selves 1o “redeen™ their souds from that dextruaction which shaff e ;?m ;'W
of il thowe whose Hves have been  devolnd oaly 9 nelsd gaine ‘;n;
pleasures. In shanksgiving for their prosperity, they v giver
some contrihmtion commenstuie with thekr woealif s
advancenent of the wedfure of their Felfow wen 1
do s, Because they huve megheoted 4 ‘
shall cease to be” The

sheuld five given
id afabity toward the
st they Bave sudly fatled t
s dduty, b pwn: L, Utheir soud
: ¥ bave done sothing to inswre the perpetustion of
their souls for ali the times to come. M see Faabm 396,

Vi..if}‘. N . And yet his wmmartalty after doenth iy nod o
matiey of sndifference 1o hisg by any migans; he
the thought that be might ot away in the peave,

loves Bl aod shudders at

Py

Bl BYYAR Bl

't

Y e

§) Wherefore should 1 fear in «2112‘ ! w@? R e G

the rlays of evil, when the pdguity sa3En Ay
{1 otred upon withl my ficels sue- RO R

sounds me?

of “solving,” Verse 6 telts of the ridddie "zimt sroubled the psabmist and the
auswer which he found with the aid of his harp. ' )
V. 6, wawex ey, The statpment UW WY %3 Brn "f‘ 153 Yegse ‘i;.

would indivate that the “feas” to which reference Is mads 'm *{Cf??f.‘- f;;;
not cavsed by drosl of physiest perih The renson for 1hle gﬁi.aEsxzf;.i?s aﬂ :use
was the fear that he might fail to falfll his true purpost it ?:fs»‘ ; sc’ a.%ﬁ
of his vocasiness was the rtealization t?\z\t b had f-elc?wm. (;n-};{pf:;m‘r,};
meager portion of those matetial poOSICENONS the acguisition ac;:.'ﬁx \i?q.-‘;;'@
of which most others regavd s the sole goal and purpose c»f‘t u‘a \L‘. i3 ;1 (,f
on castl. I ome rakes zuch 2 view of !ifc,‘ timn,. of cowess, ;h:‘. sig:..'c.w(.; o
wan's destiny on eanth seems s difficult nfidéfc. indeed. Ft the f.;inny .-;,:m
thesefore the vidae of cuch human Bfc b5 in dlrf:fif, relntion o 1N:r,. aa;;.ﬂ;ﬂ.
of tunpible cavthly goods sequired, then man has }!’le} conirol (‘W.J!W :(;md
or not ke fulfilis bis destiny snd only & minie fraction of bumanity :g;-m
succeed in doing ao. I this wure indoed s, thes ‘z)f ’L':?i?i'ﬂm{: hr;‘~ o'n “,v‘;u’;
fortune has turned Bs bark. as BOwo, covhd b hustified n ic..am;; :,:;:
pwce he do deprived of the lanpible weath thad the eanth Fms i nf;,
e will nbe dose s reel worth Howcver: we ase told srf‘s%u? {p{,\srmn:
foltaws: “Why should ¥ Bave such fears al umes swhin my"su;ﬁziswi:.gi R:,
seem tow. when ST NPY et We do uot have here NWE 31}, r.im, 2%,
4 strement which wauld indissie a sip thut !‘M ’(;sfafc us 33 We waikyu?ia
the peh theough Hile, 2 sin which wi comupmi consiu:msiy 3“.’&{.} m':‘ ?:fi{;;'
d. the psalm spesks of TIPR T sige thit “Hie hehimd :m’ ;:: ;’
which we oveslook as we go through Jife, wrangs thay we Ft;}ft done ¢ uci s
sud fevity, (U Conps. s Dot 7:12%. Viewing Kfe wih 2

H

v

CareiesInges . - ot
. : CnembenGesry ol R s00 s puaimist
moere msture otlonk f»f.itmt‘,ai fromm the spinabon of 0 LR, the po

oo that 3 vy, the Pevil days,” when hippiness has fiod, mostly
¢ who have signed, not on puIpose, defiberately o hec;n’n‘\‘
a semse of duty which

has gome &
conts PO L
of evit ‘imcmim's, but simply becmuss of the fack of s of dufy S
should hueee fod them fo weigh carefully cvery siep of 'hfcs jouowy. ;;m
wpan men such s this thit the Y.ord brisiga’ sad ks, :)n nrd.cr ts.;‘s.u';t:s,m
them (o eamest introspretion apd 1o n:ur? them to be mm;z‘as {'Z, \:mh
their duty. Jt s only people whn are st tif};g?i!bk; of pro mr;g1 1 ‘y}o
Dodning that seecive Cind's chastisomen, for “Whom th-z. Eosc mu..,“ 3
s him worthy of His favor. Hkc 2 futher witeld

corrects and wishes 1 make

hig son” {Prov. 31120, while those who are incorigible are Ieft in a staie

X OGS

s

s
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14) This is thelr way; theic ; ;
¥ V“iﬁ;t % ~ O M
folly rerusing with them, and their ;@‘? ”*’25“? 3?3? ‘35’.?3? iﬁg“}“@jﬁ(“

descendants approve of i with 3?’1‘233 W ErE?
that which they have learned from

their mouths, {Selak},

15} Like sheep they nre turped Qg”‘; s {W %ﬁ@’,{? g3 (18
wward the grave; desth shall be membpy =i Y . ¥
thele shepherd, whi et 4oL “{52‘; ‘oW, oy v

phoed, while the upright AT s? v 2;
shall have overcome them in the d‘? A2 ﬁmgi o 31?
moming and thelr spirit is des-
tined to endure beyond the grave
so that i shalt not remain their
dwalling-place,

cgotism will sever be rewnrded by conninued Bfe afier death, cither in this
world ar i the nex,

Vo4 o wenr mno 9en s the foily o which they have held fast
duspite the expericace they have pathered. See (,'Jtsmmcmaex;y 3 Gen, 43:7,
WA PR by “Thelr descendants approve ‘of i, of, i mav be th
the ending B fofers 1o Vtheiv fathers™ nn s often employed to denote aot
simply the mouth, but that which the nwutl has atterd, a8 io n ny e
(Goa. 24573, nowas e 'n e oy rom {Dews. 10263 snd chewhare, Yiere,
too, the thought s, “they give this way of life theis uagualificd spproval with
the utterances they have learned from thelr fathers®

.15 'ny mas. e isin the active mood, as in MG 0RCT Iy
.{Psaim ‘?3:23}. Even if no ohject i added, as in amen Wy s {Isuinh
22:7%, i would mean, "o direct one's WAy W 8 certnin place.” The prawe
Wi ol ariginally appointed ax their final destination. They have HIS S
their steps toward the grave by mesns of their pws sinfud ves, 8P,
Deathi, hie a shepherd, follows all thore whe wiallow in aburdance and
lead 2 Wife of dissipation on earth. Death allows them to graze in the pasture
of ife until, gorged and fattened, they full wictine to d{"\:.;;y. .

WY O3 OCTTY. v (see Comumentary o Gen, 1:25) means ™5 sub-
due™ sommhing, o retsin a peion or thing i one’s powsr, “to k)
jrévcrefsare B3 cannot very well refer to the B % mnwa etr., described
in the foregeing. The relationship of the meve o the hrtier i DY no mrans
zfscia 3%\3«& ane contd suy it she wicked Yave been sabdued by the riahtmm:
Even af, in the final analysis, we should wam 1o designate the W‘W: a5 the
champions in the race of life, we conld noy very welt pxpress this thought

nR nvhnn Rt
113 He sees wing men d.;ev the ’Eﬁ‘?ﬁ“ &‘?;5@ ¢ e o (1
fools and the senseless perish al oo s

topether and leave their wealth to 553231 ?‘T;?N: “’35;1 %x}g; s
pthers, :Qi?’@ QWP
12y And yet they think that m‘?‘%j}“? 1 1?3’*3":"3;‘3 m:}"ﬂ;} {1¢
their ‘ houses  are  forever, ’ their 533":‘3?.’3‘@3’ %Ma:’ ».;ﬁ %;:gmym

dwelling-places from genetation ¢ ¥ F 7 4 BT OAY gr T
generation, for they have pro- :g‘%}?*}g f}g
claimed their names throughout

the jaunds,

13} But man with all his honor 5:@3*?;‘3 'E‘,?’r%:} "3 o 48
will not outlast the night, if he s S PR
tike the beasts that fall silent, R

3

V.18, 120 ' ooy om0 e Yon Bee Comem, to Gen, AS5:17
“Indeed, this man dreams of living on here below even after his death”
He can see that neither wisdosm nor folly can safeguard 2 monisl from death,
He has seen ample proof that all men must die one day and leave their
wenith 1o others. Amd yet he and those of like mind sl belleve that, vven
though they may have @ die and Jeave their riches behimd for othurs to
wijoy, their bosses “me forever” They think that thely weahth and the
homes which they had bailt and sstablished, but which, 55 2 maner of {0,
Bud been given them by God only as 2nws for omporary sojourn, would
serve 3 perpetuste their sumes and their fame W posterity forewermore.
PR By BYERI WP 0 B i wsed o denote Yprociaiming & name
aloud,” parculatly as in PR pwn k. Heee, too, the meaning is, “For
have they eot spread their nwnes far and wide over the earth?” They ame
known theoughont the world as “the wealthy,” “the great” ardd “the mighty,”
and theeefore they think that, as such, their names should live ov forever,

V. 130w oo Butoman, with all the ountward trappings of glory
and honor, and with il the power, greatness and riches that he may have
sequired fn his lifetime, will never outlast the night of death if, with all his
weakth, be has not been betier than the domb animal. I he has oot really
Hved but merefy sxistad, libe an animal which fives only for the pursuit
snd enjoyment of i3 own plaswre, reproduces awd then dies and “falls
sifent.” thon he hass no clsim whatever 10 lnupertality, The lterst raeaning
of w13 is “to be made sinilar™) that i3, the animal they ddies disintegrates
and, Iozing s sepatate identity, B is absorbad inte the surrounding elements.
See Commentary to Gen. 1:28, Exod 15:16. A life spent in unmitigated
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£9y Bven ihovgh  during  bis ;
o : E OB nnd ooy o X
fifetinun he blesses himself, saying, K ’3 LRSS e &}?‘3* A
“hey will pridse you because you wif? 3‘%@‘1"3““}?
have done well for yourself,”

2% But i you come o the

N ¥ e 2P PR Ty kip e

generation of his  fathers, they | ; £ QQ(
shall pot see Bght for alt cternity,

21 With off his hoso rany, g ¥
s hounor, man, /3&7@3 ra ﬁ’?? D DR @t

o

MBI 85 1y

il he does not atisie insight, & TN e
Bke the beasts that fall silent, I‘e?{}“}; ?3??’{2;‘

PSALM L
Iy A Bsalm of Asaph. God,
God the Lord has spoken when TR T iR 0

beliold another person ewwying groster weahh and beter fortune then
you do, do nor fear that you have fopfedted any of the true vahues of vour
hife stmply becanse year Iot i lmbde ax comrposusd 1o his. Remuessber “?hui
when be dics, be can take rome of Bis wealth and bis spheador with him,
X:’. W v owes b During bis bctime, of course, the wicked man
sty prafse bimseld snd believe tng smen will pay trilsite to bim brenuse be
§:?mw hsw 10 enjoy Bis Bl and beosuse he was sever fordish enongh o deay
himsel anyihing for the sake of the welfare of his fuHow wen ) ’
- 13::%2;3 This s the forng which he sses o addresy Bis soul and @
V.20 Cws gan. Bur i voo stedy the fate of his fathers, who have
followed the same way of Hfe as be does now and who have tanght him this
cn.‘c‘d of cgotism {Verse 14}, vou wifl figd thar, after a brisf ‘t'izssh o iii;%
brightened Dy what foobks ke plosy, they have all passed o intws a fong
3!:3;?5; of desthowhen they shall e no Hdit tor o clewity, Fhe urme {;:i;' is
i store sbio for their descendant who walks in the same paths and whose
wealth and splendor yon would vover, o
Vo2io mvome v ke he ds stopped by the ghitter of oitward
;?actc:’:sc aid dows rot pencisale theough to the pioper wedeestanding of
Bfe. "y hend {see Viesse 133, :

PEALM E,

) .V, i. Poadns 423, the Songs of the Soms of Kowh, wese
primacily devated (o the relationship of firael to the other mations. Paalm

nE BYIAR e

{6y But God will redeem wy Y:;Q V@fﬂ;\t"ﬂ“‘?@* a’;’a“?"t‘m"“}@ (18

aoad from the power of the grave .
. o 8
by taking me to Himself, [Selali}— “‘;C?? 3.3:?13- :;3 %R:ﬁﬂ

17} Thersfore be not afraig ™3 Uhit “1?;3{'?; Wl"’x’f‘fl’*‘l* (11
when one wases rich, when the sy L ﬁzﬁf*
splemdor of bis bouse is increassd, LI

18y For when he dies, he shall "@z‘g i&i,‘?,{ mB‘f higtiahe! gg‘?"\::; (18
carry sothing with him his splen- ﬁmﬁg:i s T
dor shall not follow him. £ e e

by ave. We rather think that B2 refers o the Wy and mn mentioned at
the begisuing of Verse 15, The wicked sycesmb to the power of the »xe
and of nws. But thoss who have taken a steaight path thyongh Jife, without
devisiton, to the goals that were set for them by their Creator, beesuse they
age v, shall overcowns both death and the prave, s fudeed, they have
already overcome them by vivtue of the tives they bave ked. mwas. Death
o the wicked is the night of life’s day, while, for the By, 3t symbolizes
ihe dawn of & new mosning, R, MY, the symbal of that which i frm
amid unchangeable, is veed hovs o portey sthe spirk of man which is not
doomied w deory, Y, B the Pied form, means o eatdast” something, 3z
i e s mver e {Bsalsh £5:22). Bener the thought conveyed by
Verse 15 B as follows, “Whike the others ure doowed fo falt vietim 1o denth
and 1o the grave, those who have Bved without deviating from the path
of duty shalt have overcome both death and the grave. For them their phys
ical demise merely marks the dawn of 3 new day. They are desuned to Hve
beyond the grave so that it shall no? be s permanent dwailing place for
them” 10 W i aatamound e I avim. | obelicve that 1 bave heard
diis interprotagion of Y num fom my woachor, Rabbl Bernays 573 ot
Boaad v, 9% “a messenger” Our persosality, WY cEp parteke of
crernal homortality only i H cegards Reelf a5 %, the messeager of & Higher
Heing, an instrument sent down to earth by God i ouder to do His will
there, 1t s ymmaterial (o the DX op sarth what positiors and swhat ramrerial
pawers and possessions his Heavenly Dispatcher assigns to bim for the
fuifilnest of bis task in the world, Likewise, he jeaves the duevmination
of Nis soend position, power and wealth to Him Whao sent R on his
carthly erxand. His sole concern is his foyalty in discharging the task which
hie has been assigned, DBY PRYD P WY 0TI Bt

V.16, ny umpr on, OF pvr aumy mee o {(Gen, 51240,

V.17, 1% W oavn S See Vere 8. The foregoing has clearly
shows us what the real value and gosl of Hie 3s. Therefore, when you
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count its towers, 14, Give heed to its walls, raise its palaces, in

order that you may tell a

tater generation,

1S, For this is God, our

God forever and ever; He shall lead us 4s in youth.

1. For the conductor; by the sons of Kerah, a son g2

Hear this, all

you peoples; bearken, all You inbabitants of the carth. 3. Both

exarle- Al the other cltes of Judak
are ag daughters fo Zion, as (Mum.
32:42Y: “and he captured Kenath
and its daughicrs.” i Rashil

for the sake of Your judgments
—Thae You perform fudgment upon
the nations.-—fRashi}

1, Encompsss Zien—Yon who
are building it.—{Bashi} Kedak
explaing that the Psalmist wddresses
the nmations, saying 1o them, "o
around Jerusalem and cocompass it
sce the beauty of its architecture and
count the towers in the wall ground it

eount—Heb, 190, an expression
of counting, You should know how
many fowers it requires,—{Rashi

14, to its walls—Heb. abn%, 10
ity walls, ay (Lam, 28y “rampart
&} and wall" —{ Rashi}

raise its palaces—Heb. uey.
Raise its palaces, as (Dent, 3:17)
“bengath the rapids of the elevation
(nsoBn).” which is translated spg,
sthe high place —{Rashi from Mid,
Ps. 495} Redak renders: See how
high its palaces are; they look like
high monntain,

in order that you may fell—irs
height and ity heauty te the
gengration after you.—{Bashil

15, as i youth—ieb, pe-%y, us
a man who leads his young son
slowly. Menachkem {p. 133} inger-
prejed §t ay an cxpression of eternity,
and 30 13 By interpreiaiion will fead
4y 1o gternity. | Rashi}

49

2. Hear this, all you peoples-—
Because this psalm iz based oa
people whao rely on their riches, he
says, “afl you peoples,” for they alf
reqidre admonition R aski}

earih—Heb, von. Thar lermi is
{used to describel she sarth becae
i ix old and rusty {mybn), rodile in
Old French, rast, rouilie in modem
French, But our Sages explained
that it is because of the weasel
{wren), which freguents the dry land
but is not found in the sea, for the
Rabbis taughs (Muf. 1273): Whai-
ever ix on the dry land is found in
the sea, except the wegasel —[Rashi}

3. Both the sons of “adam™—
The sons of Abraham, who was
cafled (Insh. 14:15%: “the greatest

man (DAY amony the pinsis” ) ihe
sons of fshmag! and the sons of
Kesurah —f[Rashi from Mid Ps.
49:2} Yrom Midrask Psalms. it
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“song of Abraham”
are exchusively the Jewish people,
ihe descendants of Tsaac and Jacob,
heirs 1o Absabam's lepacy. The verse

appears that the
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includes the “sons of Dxbmast and
Keturah™ only by the addition of the
apparently soperfluons word b3
Buber suppests that Raski be emend-
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the sons of “adam,” and the sons of “ish,” together rich and poor,
4, My mouth shall speak wisdoms anud the thoughis of nwy heary
are undersianding. 5. T will bend my ¢ar 1o a parable; with g lyre, [
will solve my riddle. 6. Why should 1 fear in days of misfortune?

The inigquity of my heels sureounds me. 7. Those who rely on

thelr possessions

ed io express that meaaing. Par-
shandatha, however, prints out that
Yalkus Shimoni containg this same
quiie from Midrash Pealms,

aud the sons of “ish”—The sonz
of Noah, who was called {Gen. 6:5):
"a righteons man (P13 )"
{Raski frown Mid. Py sbid] Targum
paraphruses: Both the sons of Adam
{the first man} and the sons of Jacob;
together the innocent and the guilty.
Redok and Hn Eera render: Both the
zons of base mes and the sons of
esteemed mon. Redak quotes Judges
7214, where Gideon is described as
“the man () of Istael” meaning
the great and prominent of Jerael,

topether rich and poor-—As
mentioned shove, Targum renders:
the maocent and the guilty, or sinful,
This i similar o fba Ezrd’s render-
ing: men rich in virmes and men poor
in virines, Bedak explains: Both the
rich and the poor should listen to the
wisdosn ¥ am ghont 1o impart,

4. mnd the thoughts of my beart
sre pederstunding - The thouglds
af  my  heart  are  usgder-
standing . —{Rashil Rashi cxplains
that the woed sy means thoughis,
At he boserts the word oy o imdicake

that this 5 & suhiect and 3 predicate. |
Kedak explains: My heant will viter
the wisdom and understanding on
which it seditates.

5. 1 will bend my ear (o a
parabbe—7Fo the words of Torah,
whick is catled {1 Sam. 24:13), “the
parable of the Ancient Ope "
§Raski from Mid Ps. 48:3) The
parshle ig in verse 15; “Like sheep,
they are destined 1o the grave,” and
they will not see light, He says, 1
witl bemd ray o™ mcaning that he i3
not speaking osly o others, but
admonishing bimeoll as well—
{Mezudarh David}

1 wili solve—ihis my riddle for
you with a fyre. And thiy is the
riddle: Why must I fear in days of
misfortune, on the day of the
visitatfon for iniguity? Recause thy
iniguity of my heels syrrounds me.
The inigritics than § fread with my
Beels, thar § trear Highddy, that § view
gy minor sins—hey condemn me in
fudgmeni, and surely the wealthy.
~~~~~~~~~ §Rashi frons Mid Teschsn, Kkev
1} Idote that all manuscripts and
carly eduions read: and surely the
{other] praples |

fr. Why shounid | fear in ddnyy of
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misfortune—Why should [ fear and
he concerned abimut the days of evil,
i.e. the days of my sojousn in this
world? Why shounld § worry abhout
westlth and possessions in this worlg?
For, i T woery about the good of thig
worlild, the inlguity of my heels will
survound me— will be guilty of the
sin of seeking the good of this
winkd, - (Redakl

The imiguity of my heels—At the
end of my deeds, my iniguity will
hefalt me. ¥ 1 rejoice now, 1 will be
sorry later, Since the heel is the end
of the body, the end of anything is
reforred (0 us 3py, the el This may
abso refer 1o the world 1o come, the
world of reward and punishment,
which always come at the snd of
ome’s deeds, Ro, even if ¥ enjoy the
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and boast of their grear wealth, 8. —a brother cannot redeem a

man, he cannot give his ransom to God. 9. The redemption of

thedr soul will be too dear, and unattainable forover 10, Will
he five yet forever and not see the Pi? 11, For he sees that wise
men die, together a fool and a boorish man perish, and leave over

thewr possessions to others,

good of this woddd all my hie uneid
the day of my domh, § will not enjoy
the workd 10 come afier sy death, B
is Bike my heels, following my deeids,
sinve deads are no fonger possible in
that world of reward and punishment,
amd these | owill be called fo account
for my iniguity, for epjoyisg and
pursuing wordly pleasures. There.
forg, it is not proper o adopt thig
custom as do those who rely on their
possessions. | Reduk]

7. Those who rely on their
possessions—Of what use iy their
money? §s it not so that . —~{Rashi}

8. & brather-—cannot ransom his
brother with money because the
ransom of their sont iy dearer than
any possession. Therefore, perforce,
his redemption is forever unastain-
able - {Rashi} Oithers explain con-
versely: A man cannot redeem s
brother, What will 2 maa’s wealth
avail him on the day of hig death?
He will not be able to rodeem bis
brother from death even with all his
passessions and wealth, He canpot
give God, in Whose hoandys are fife amd
death, bis ransom.—{fban Ezrg,
Redak}

He canuot give bis ransom to
God-—~He cannotl pay his own
ransom 0 Got—{Mezudath Davidi

9, will b too dear—rhat he will
live forcver and not see the Pis,
Mepachem (p. 138) associated {f ax
an expression of withholding, as {Ysa,
Y3:12% 8 will make morial mon
dearer (PR} than fine gold”: {Lev,
N2YY, F will po with them with
wrath of withdrawal (np)." ie. the
ransorm of their soul will be
withheld —{Rashi}

i Will he Hve yet forever—
Even if he fives long, will he live
forever and not see the Fit? Will he
never soe the grave? Since he is
gaing 0 4y, of what use is his frust
inoweshh - [Mexndarh David)

L. For be sees that wise men
die—and are not saved from death.
So, perforce, he stops wearying
kimself and 1oiling for kis brother’s
ranspm~—{Bashi}

their possessions—-teh obn,
heir money, Death is mentioned in
reference to the wise men, hecause
in this world they dic ondy in the
body, whereas concerning the fool
and the boorish man, perishing is
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mentoned, because both body and
soul perish~{Rashi} The Talmud
((5ie. 473) telis s that the sages were
particalarly careful aot to leave
behinid any posacusions afier their
demise, Besh Lakish, a prominent
amora {Tannaitic sapel, was troubled

12, Im their heart, their hounses
are forever—Their thoughts are s
fald for themselves houses thar will
axist forever—{Rashi| Despite alt
that was said i the preceding verses
on the futdlity of wealth, which does
not avail ity owner on his dying day,

by the fact that he was dying with 3
sma measurs of saffron still in his
DEISSEeSSIoN,

these people belisve thatl their houses
will endure forever.—{Merudath
David} Redak senders: In the midst
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12. In their heart, their houses are forever, their dwellings are
for every gencration; they call by their nwmes on plots of land,
13, But man does not repose in his glory, be is compared o the
silenced animals. 14, This i thelr way: folly is theirs, and after them

of their booscs they are fotever. They
think that they will be in their houses
forcver, so infent are they on
pursuing worldly plessurcs. It is as
though they would dwell in these
edifices from generation o
generation until thelr names gre
famous thronghowt afl the lands, fba

Ezra explains that thoge o whons the
foeds bequeath their houses will have
these howses in their midst forever,
and they will “call [bestow] their
namas” upon these houses for
gencrations, as the only memarial
these people will have. Both
commentalors quois otbers who
explain syp as transposed into 8P,
their grave. Thelr grave will be their
houses forgver, This interprelation
foltows Targum. The Rabbis of the
Tatmud (Moed Kasan 9h), accepting
that transposition, also state that
while this world is compared to an
inn, the grave-—every person’s
permanent resting place-—ig com-
pared to 2 house. Midrash Psalms

(493} also cxplaing the word ag oap
but with the klea that the compasy of
Korab would romain in their graves
forever, not meriting the world 1o
COme,

they call by their names-—haly
houses that they build so thay they
will have u memoeriad {Gen, 4117y

“and named the city afier Bis son
Enoch.” Aatiochus buili Antioch;
Selencus buily Seleucia - {Rashi
from AMid. Ps. B:91 Redak cxplains
that their busldings are so huge and
fortified that their names will sproad
throughout the lands. He gootes
others who explain that after they
sie, the only reenant of thelr e will
be that people will sav, “Thiz was so-
and-s0"s house.”

13, in bis plary—Heb. w3, an
expression of glory and mujesty.
~{Rashi} {This appears ondy 1w the
Bomberg and Warssw cditions, |

be §s compared-—Heh, Se3, an
expressinn of a parable {385}
------ {Rashil

sitenced-—Heb, w1, an expres-
sion of sifence (mwn).—{Raski] [This
alse appears ondy in the Bomberg and
Warsaw editions.] Bul man doos not
repose in the grave with the plovy
and wealth that he thoaght would
stay with him., When ane dies,
cverything is left bebind o others.
This may also he oxplained o mean
that a person who paoues mundane
pleasares will ot repose with hig
sont, which s hiy ghory, Instead, be
will die hike the gsilenced animaly,
and his soul will perish—[Kedak]
{bn Exra seoders wra as cwt off, and
suotes others, who render: fikened.
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14, folly—tich. %n3, madness—
[Rashil This 1s the way of the
wicked, becanse they are fnolish and
do not know 1o do the right thisg-
[Redak}

and after them they will el
with their mousth forever-

T3z ewd Mpy phent

And thoxe who come after them will
speak of them and 1ell with their
mouth what happened o the carlier
ones. i 8ashil

will tefl—Heb, 7Y%, an expres-
sion of narration, veirévront in Old
Freach, fthey will tell, raconteront in
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they will tell with their mouth forever. 15, Like sheep, they are

destined to the grave; deash will devour them, and the upright will

rale over them in the morning, and their form will outlast the

grave as his dwelling place. 16, But God will redeem my soul
from the power of the grave,

modern Frenchi, Bur our Sages
{Shub. 320} explained: This is the
way of the wicked: they perizh is 2he
end but bny is theirs, They have fat
on their flunks (a-%o3), which
covers iheir kidneys, and they [thewr
kidneys) do not advise them o
repeni of their evil. Perhaps you will
say shat it is forgetfuiness, that ey
have forgosten that ultimaiely they
will die? Scripture therefore siates:
and their end they 1ell with their
mouth; i.e. the day of their ead is
constantly in their mowh und they
are pot afraid of it—{Razhi]

15, Like sheep, they are des-
tined lo the grave-—Like sheep that
are gathered fo the shed, 3o are they
into the grave ——{Razhil

they are destined-—Heb. ¥,
The “tav” iy punctuaied with a
“dagesh,” in place of the second
“1av.” wop¥, inio the midst of the
foundations (roird) of the nether
world, 10 the lowest fevel, Likewise
{above T3:8% "They have set (n¥)
their month against heaven,” is also
an expression of fowndations; they
st their mouth in heaven; their
sander—[Bashi} Redak venders:
thoy were plnced, or, they placed
themsclves, 1bn Ezra caplaing: They

fmagined themselves 1o be dike sheep.

death will devenr themHeb,
uyv. The angel of death will devaur
them. Do not wonder abous this
expression of ensing becauss we find
elsewhere {Job 18:13) "the prince
of deash shall devour hix branches”
Another explanasion: {3 isl an
expression of breaking, as (Jer
15:12) “Will iren break eon?”
—{Rashi}

and the upright will rule over
them in the mowrdag-—-On the day
of the redemption, whest the morning
of Israc! shines, they will rule over
them, ar i1 is stared (Malachs 321
“And You shadl crush the wicked,
eic.”—{Rashi from Mid Ps. 49:3]

and their form will putlast the
grave—The form of the wicked wilf
autlst the grave, Gelinnons will end,
bt they will nog end —{Rashi frove
Gen, Rubbah 26:2, Mid Ps. 483}

as his dwebling place-—From
heing a dwelling ploce for them,
And the Holy One, Blessed be He,
fakes the sun out of i45 case, and it
will hurn thew wp, as i85 xtated
{Mal, 319, Ned. 8b) Owr Sages,
howseeer, explained % Y330 fo meas
that because they sirctched owt their
hand un 1is dwelling place, they

ann
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destroyed the Tempie (Mid. Ps.
493y [Raski}

16, But God will redeem my
seash  Sue 1 owho five bent my ear
4 the parable—God will redeem my

soud so that 1 do pot go 1o the grave,
because fie will 1ake me in my
fifetime 10 go in His ways.—{Rashi}
When the prophet saw the destruce
tinn of the souls of the wicked in
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but he does not understand; he is compared to the silenced animals.

1. A song of Asaph: God, God the Lord, spoke and called to the
earth, from the rising of the sun uniil its seiting, 2. From Zion, the
finery of beauty, God appeared. 3. Our God shall come and not be
sitent; fire shall devour before Him, and around Him it storms
furionsly. 4, He shall call w0 the heavens above and 1o the earth

Ingtead, like other animale, he adopis
the ways of the body, Thereforg, when
he dies, be will be compared 1o an
animal, and bis soul will perish in
death, icaving hive no bope ~—{Redak]

50

1. Asaph—This could be
Abiasaph, a son of Korah, or it may
be ane of the Levite singers.—
{Tosafoth o B. B 153

{od, God, the Lovd-—This gans-
lation follows Minchath Skai, who
cites many Robbinic sources stating
that ail three words are names of
God, [See Comm. Digest to Josh,
22223 Raski, however, renders: God
of gods &s the Lord-—{ shall call
{the God of gods—YHWIH is Hix
mame). Redok explains: Judge of the
iudges, Powerful of the powerful is
ihe Lord, Who exists forever. fbn
Ezra caxplaing that the Towgrammaton
denotes God's immnntability,

spoke and calied fo the eavth—-
The entire carth, but He appeared
from Zion, whick is the adornment
of beanty. ¥e3u is o nown, purement
in Old French, adornment. He

[Asapb] prophesies concerning the
Sfuture redemption —{Rashi} It is as
though He kts qut His voice from
there [to ansousnce] that all the
carth’s inhabitargs should come 1o
Jerusalom,—{Redak]

3. Our God shall come and not
be silent—any longer concerning
the spilt blood of His servanty -
[Rashi}

ground Him-ie, i Jorasalem,
the site of His Temple and Hhis ibwell-
g place —f{Redak}

it storms furiously—The femi-
nine form of the verb denotes that the
subjert is yiw, the laad. AY hig
inhabitants will perish with g storos
wired - Bedak]

4. Hie shall call to (he heavins—
1o visit upon the celestiol princes of
the peoples.—{Rashi}

and to the carih-o visit upon
the kings of the carth. - [Rashi}

to avenge His people-—Heb, 13,
fa avenge the vengeance of His
people, gy {Dest, 32236y “Por the
Lord shall judge His people, amd He
shall avenge the blood of His
servants.” —{Rashil
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$he shall call to the heavens ahove
vvvvvv To the angels, o accompany Him
in His vengesnce upon the nations, a3
meationed in the propbecy {Joel
4:113 “there the Lord shadl broak
your mighty men.” This i3 in the

manner of (J7 Kinpgs 19:353 “that an
anget of the Lord went out and slew
... of the Assyrian camp,"—[Redak]
and to the earth—To the people
of the carth, that they themselves will

stay easch other because a great


http:iI'~':.l1
http:Inste.ad

SoMCInO
bt SR

49 PEALM XLIX a
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1 For the Leader; a Fsalm of the
sons of Korah,

ETpTo3 AR
$o S wind
Sriupemunemmany PmiRie 2ummpmy
URTETE BN B
HRER Ty

2 Hear this, a1l ve peoples;
Give ear, all ye inhabitants of the
world,

8 Both Jow and high,
Rich and poor rogether.

% Y "5 R By S oy

4 }}'iy mouth shall speak wisdom, FiypaSm memln s
And the meditation of my heart ok A
} ' 3 1 ¢ RG Ry R G Y iy Wy
shisll be understanding. :s 3;13 ﬁ m% ﬁ‘aﬁs?g

B I will incline mine ear to a parable I iy % Son
1 will open my dark saying upon ALy /}'?;' ﬁ?g
the harp. o N s ¥ s 4, 8
PN TSR MR

DEATH THE LEVELLER

Tur link between this Psalm and the group of three that precedes it is that they are
slike addressed to all ve peoples.  The latter called upon all mankind to acknowledge
God's Kingship; this deals with a problem which exercises the mind of all thinking
persons and should be read in connection with LEXKIIL Wealth is unequally
distributed : some possess moze than their due share and derive from it power and
sutherity over the poor. This seemingly unfair arrangement must be due to Divine
ordering ; 50 how is it to be explained ¢ The solution which the Psalmist puts forward
is that the might of wealth is limited. It cannot ward off the oncoming of death, and
at its advent the rich are reduced to the same level as the poor.  If that truism were
borne in mind, wealth would not breed insolent pride; and in that thought the poor
in their disability may hope for the ultimate triumph of right. The Psalm has been
gppointed for recital in a Jewish house of mourning (P.B., p. 322).

&. wisdom . . . understanding. Both words
are in the plural to denote profound wis-
dom and deep insight. Wisdom in the
Bible corresponds to moral philosophy;
understanding is enlightenment upon @
perplexity of human experience,

2.5 EXHORTATORY INTRODUCTION
2. all ye peoples. A question of universal
interest and application is to be dis-
cussed. '
werld. Hebrew, cheled, 25 in xvil. 14,
man’s temporary place of abode. The
choice of the waord prepares the reader for

the theme of the Psalm. &, incline mine ear. 'T'o recsive instrue.

tion from God which comes in ths forg

2. both lowo and high. Hebrew, ‘hoth
ye sons of adam (ie. men gg:nemiiy} and
ve sons of &/ (1.e. men of higher station,
see on iv. 3). The message is for all
people, and alse for all sections of human
society, especially the well-to~do.

vich and poor. 'The rich were to derive
a sobering, and the pesr s comforting
lesson from what they are about to hear,

152

of a parable, Le. an oracular utterance ic
poetical style {cf. Num. zxii. 7).

doark saving., The Hebrew is used fo
* a riddle’ and alse, as here, for g pro.
nouncement upon gn enigmatic problem

upon the harp. To the accompanimen
of string music,
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12 Their inward thought s, that
their houses shall continue for
ever,

And their dwelling-places to all
generations

They call their lands afier their
GWR DADLS.

18§ Bur man abideth not in Lonours
He is like the bessts that perish,

14 This is the way of them that are
foulish,

And of those who after them

rpprove their sayings. Selsh

15 Like sheep they are appointed for
the pether~world
Dieatl shall be their shepherd;

And  the upright shall bave
dominton over them in the
YROTIINT

And their foon shall be for the
nether-world to wesr away,
That there he no habitation for it.

18 But God will redeern my soud
froms the power of the nether.
world;

For He shall receive me.  Selsh

12, their dngord thought i, The ovoly
consofation which the rich can have
that their property remaing in the
possession of their descendants and their
natne s pevpetuwated by being attached
to thetr estates.

13, but man abideth not in fonnur. Better,
‘so man in {(hs) splendour abideth not
Al that he prided bimself on, hisaceumu-
lation of land and sther forms of property,
avails him nothing., Physically bis end
is the same as that of cattle.

14-21  vARITY OF WRALTH: TRIUMEH

OF THE UPRICHT

14, joolixh, ¥oolishly sel-confident.

approve thety sayings.  HU ‘find pleasure
in their mowth,” sdopt the same aititude
gz their predecessors.  They, too, will
meet with a like fate.

18, fike sheep, Corvesponding to fbe the
beasts i verse 13, Their weslth cannot
save themn from degecent to Sheol where
death takes vontrol of them,

b WErTIR

PoALMS

=gl Ry o o i

"’°%"’°f"

To¥ ”m‘"w::,

Tatelbetghhetiofa
W

‘; ! TR R e

SRS PvarTan “‘*w:p:

s & "*3 ==anla
$ S w DITED o “:m
mT i o bt =

mE | t:z‘*“;*"*“m;:; 7y
st b Sy mfin‘p o

oRER

£700 S 2
N “

<
- A

P oBTEY V.56,

the upright. Who had been the victims
of their lawlessness then triwuph over
them,

in the morning. 1t iz doubtful whether
this means the moruiug of resurvection
sfter the night of death. Piobably the
word is used metaphorically of the hobt
of deliversuee after  the davkusss of

suflfering (sce on zlvi. ),

theis form. The perishable body: this
will crumble to dust and fonlly have no
need for ) habitation.

18. redeem my soul. Modern commuentas
tors do not see in the verse an sllusion to
the doctrine of fnmartality, and the same
view 13 taken by Rashi, The Psalmist
sxpresses his confidence that, unlike the
foolish who rely upon their wealth to save
them {rom the perils which endangey bife,
he will be protected by Guod f: om 8
premature death.  Accosdingly the verse
gives the snswer to the guestion in
verse 6, wherefore should ¥ fear in the
days of seilf He bas no season to fear,
betng under Divine protection.

154
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§ Wherefore should ¥ fear in the
days of cvif,

When the iniguity of my sop-

planters compasseth me about,

7 Of themn that trust in thelr wealth,
And buast theraselves o the vailtia
tude of their riches?

8 Mo man can by any ieans redeem
his brnthcr
Mor give to Gad a ransom {or
B

B For too costly is the redemption
iif their soud.
And nsust be b alone for ever-—-

Fhat he should silf five abway,
That e should not see the pit.

10

t For be seoth that wise men die,

‘Fhe ool and the brutish to-
gether perish,

And leave their wealth 1o others.

8-13  WRALTH AND DESTH
i ai’nys of evid. ‘Vimes of sutfering from
the injustice of the rich who used their
privijeged position for their awn advan-
tage by cxpioiunn the poor.
ary spplantere. Wenlthy neinhibours who
deprive birn of Lis riphis,

1. trust in their seolth, Ax the tighteous
have faith tn God for their support, so0

the rich put thetr trost in wealth ns the
e of obilaininge seenrity,

B, redeem Bis brother. One thing cannot
be bought off at a price, and that is,
redemption fram the fiusl end whu.h
comes ta bl men. WNot even a drefher,
e o whom the vich man is attached by
close hinship or intlmate friendship,
31 E*e ssved from natural death by the
rower of money, I he canuot do this
trr a brother, birw nurch fess for Limseifd
raniom.  “The Psalmist has o psind, and
uses the lanpuage of, the law of Exod.
xxi, 30,

8. roncesify, Bis beyvond the means of &
wealthy man to otfer 3 'ransom’ to save
tlus friend’s Jife when God had decreed
his death,

PSALME 40, 13
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and mnst ke Fet alane for ever. It were
useless to think of attemnpting such an
impossible transpction, Phis verse iw
parcuthetical, snd verse 310 contipucs

verse 8,

10, ser the pit, Experienee death as in
i, 1o,

18, fe seeth. Tt rmast be oboions to the
wealthyy that demtb comes to all men,
whatever thetr chpeactler or atmius,

wise men die. Wisdom, which is far
superiot to  riches, daes not  bring

exemption frorn deatl,

pevish, The verb sugpests that all trace
of thesn s lost,  On the other hand, wise
men die, thets 1ife comes to an end, but
the effects of their activity survaive,

feave theiv wwealth o others.
class distinction, based upon
possessions, at once censes. 'luo the hour
of man'zs departure from the  world
neither sifver nor gold sor jewels aceni-
pany him, but only '{orah snd good
works' (Aboth),
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THE
17 Be not thou afraid when
wazeth nich,
When the wealth of his house 3
mcereased

ang

For when he dieth he shall carry
nothing away;

His %‘eﬂdiﬁ“ sﬁal} not descend
after him.

Though whils he live
his soul:
‘Men will praise thee. when theu

1

shalt do well to thyesif’;

1% d he blessed

It shall go o the generation of
his fathers;
They shall never sse the

26

22.’:.&.

Man that 15 in honour under
standerh not;
He 13 Like the beasts

that perish.

from the power of the nether-reoril. It
‘from  the Ezan\; of “-?“ ol L= J:z'fsm
coming under i rhrough the

e 4 A
sway 1l
> ]
incidence of de

me. "n wiil rescue

15 the same

Fe shall rece
ror pertl. 1
hat rendered :00;%

2110e
oy

}.
Z.,
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17, be nor thon ajmz'a
3:% fes 501*; fumself, he
dopt it,

va

. o . .
cealth,  lit. ‘glory,” the maognifcenca

v nmh wealth can provide,

i8. For th
Eocles, v. 14,

thought, ¢f. Job i

18. while fie Dved, Lt "in his life ,Laving
had his porton wzth which he was

sausfied during his lferine,

he blessed his sl Congrarulated humsel{
on his prosperity and power.

men will praise thee. Render, ‘and
{though) men praise thee when thou
deest well for thyveslf.’> The words are
parenthetics] and addressed to this type
of person. He not ondy mdulges o self-

PSALMS

48, 21
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him when be uses his influential position

bemu wh, and z wealthy man mav
righreous as, or berrer than, or man.
When, however, he giareo only 1
material prosperity and fails to appr es:iat
the value of the spirituzl ang of the
moral virtues, he then lacks the under-
standing of lLife with s God-given
purpose and sublime ¢ opportunites. His
existence iz merely animal and he
perishes like the beast
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49 For the leader. OF the Korahites. A psaim.
* Hear this, all you peoples;
give gar, all inhabitants of the world,
¢ men of all sstates,
rick and poor alike.
* My mouth utters wisdom,
my speech is full of nsight.
5 1 will turn my aitention (¢ a theme,
set forth my lesson to the music of a lyre,

$ In dme of trouble, why should I fear
the encompassing evil of those who would
supplant e~ ‘
7 men who wust in their riches,
who glory in their great wealth?
$ kAR, it cannot redecm 2 maR,
or pay his ransom 1o God;
¢ the price of life iz oo highs
and 3o one cesses 1o be, forever,
® Shall he live sternally,
and never see the grave?
i For one sees that the wise die,
that the foolish and ignorant both perish,
leaving their wealth to others,
* Their grave© is their eternal home,
the dwelling-place for all generations
of those once famous on carth.
¥ Man does not abide in honor;
e is like the beasts that perish.

¥ Such iz the fte of those who are seli-confident,

® Bheeplike they head for Sheol,
with Death as their shepherd,
The uprighe shall nie over them at davbreak,
4and their form shall waste sway in Sheol
till iz nobility be gone.~
% But God will redecm my life fom the duiches of She
for He will take me, S

7 Tho not be afraid when a man becomes rich,
when his household goods morease;
% for when he dies he can ake none of it along;
his goods cannot follow him down.
# Though he congramiates bimself in his liferime
et " They must ademit that you did well by yourself™<
¥ yet he must join the company of his ancestors,
who will never see davlight again.
% Man does not understand honor;
hie is ke the beasts that perish.

“the end of those pleased with their own talk¥ Selas
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ZL3X, 3 9 To the ahief musivien, by

she sons of Korsch, & poalm, 3
Hear this, alf ye people; give sar, alf
= inbabitants of the perishabie world:
8 Both the scms of thy low #nd txu
sons of the high, rieh s0d nesdy, gitg.

geiher. 4 ¥y mouth shall spesk wine:
doen ; wnd the swditation of my heset
shail by of undemstanding. & I will fxe
slfme sy e 10 2 parsdie: § will opo
o with the harp mp riddle, § FWherg
fors shonld ¥ fesr in the days of evil,
wien ihes iniguily of wmy oppressons
s puasth e Te T Of thosse that
brgat in thele wenlth, and bosst thewm.
wedves of the multitade of thalr riches?
§ Ho sne ean In soy wise redesus kis
brother, aor oun he give o God re
demsption monsr for bimsslif; $ For
thee ramsom of their soul & too cosily,
wnd 2 i omsitted for sver. 30 And
sheouid be stllt five for ever? pot see
thow pit? 15 For he most see that wise
pean die, that together the foul and the
brutish pessom  perish, snd Iseve io
athere thelr wesith, 1% Thelr bnward
thoupht §s, thet thelr housey nre to be
foe aver, thelr dwulling-pisess, from
gemarntion 5 pooerstbon: they eall
tieemy by thelr swn names in {wericns)

sosptriss, 33 Meveviheless man bn (his)
sphendor endursths mot: he fs ke the
beasts {Chail perish, 14 This ls theis
way, thelr folly: ot posterity will take
plensurg in ihelr ssyings. Selak, I
Ldke flocks are ihay thrust inte the
netber world: desth will fsed Shersy |
bt the upright shall have dominies
svar them in thst mornieg: and thelr
form wasteth away iu the nether warld,
ftaken awsy) from thelr owan dwell-
ing. 38 But Sod will redesin my sonl
Prom the power of ibe nether world;
for he will tnke me swsy, Selak, 17
Be mot thou sfraid when & man bev
comsth rick, when the glory of his
house i lucressed: I8 For when b
disth ke can lake nothing swey; his
glory will mot demesnd unfter him, 1§
For though hs hisss bis soul durisg
kin Hfs, and men praise thes, when
thon dowmt well to thesell: 8 She akall
go W the gpeszrstion of kis fathes,
unio aternity will these nover sse Hghs,
21 Bawn, though in splendar, whoe us-

g
mwiﬁdas&h sot, i Hke the bussty $hams

{‘K/Q R At

T the chief RMusician, A Psalm for the sons of Qoral. Hear
this, all the peoples; give ear, all the ighabitants of the world:
hoth low and bigh, rich and poor, topether, My mouth shall
sprak wisdom: and the meditabon of my heart shiadl be under
standing, 1 will iocline my ear 10 a parabler | witl open my

ridetle 1o the lyre. Why should | fear in the days of evil, when
the indguity of my perseculors compasses me about? They that
trust in their wealth, and boast themselves in the multitude of
their riches; none of them can by any means redeem hig
hrother, nor give to GOD a ransom for hiny for the redemption
of their soul is too dear, and he lgaves it for ever: that he
might sti}l live for ever, and not see the pit. When he sees that
wise men die, that the fool and the brutish persos perish to-
gether, and leave their wealth to others: their inward thought
iz, thai their houses shall continue for sver, and their dwelling
places to abl generations; they call their lands after their own
names. Nevertheless man ahides not in honour he iz ke the
beasts that perish. This is thely way in their folly: and their
posterity who approve their sayings, (Selad Like sheep they
are appuointed to She'cl death shall be their shepherd; and the
upripght sball have dominion ower them in the morning., and
their form shall wastz away in She'nl, lavag behind their
dwelling. But Gop will redeern my soul from the power of
She'el: for he shall recewve me, (Sela Be not thow afraid when
one is made rich, when the glory of his house {3 increased, for
when he dies he shall carry nothing away: his glory shall not
descend after him. Though while he lives ke blesses his soul
and thouph men praise thee, when thou doest well to thyself:
it shall go to 1he generstion of his fathers, they shall sever
see light. Man that is in bosour, and understands not, 15 jike
the beasts that perish.
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{orever ami ever,

Fie will lead us like childven?

This Ssalm i3 sgnificant for ol mankind. 115 message i that mont must utiline 1

TE it

Ciae, 4844
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malevial resouscer de enhance Kis spuritucd 5fe. If mim fails to recognize fua purpose in
fife anid regards e acquisition of materia] weailh as the primary am of b, b for-
Joits ol hope of emmantalify, Hir existence will nat continue bryond the grove.

8. To the Uhief Musician,

2 Psalm by the sons of Korach,

%. Hear this 31 proples,

ftsten alf inhabiaats of the deraying world!
5. Sons of Adar amd sons of men,*

sich and poar wgether.

4. My mouth shall speak wisdom

and the meditation of my besn

shall be of nudersisnding.

5. 1 will bchie 1y ear w a parable,

b owill begin o solvr,

1o the accompanimnent of 2 harp,

my riddie.

5, Why should 1 fear in the days of owil?
The dniquity 1 vod upon? survounds me,
7. Those who trast in their wealth

and take pride in their great viches.?

T $irsch and sthexe transiase, CHe will tead os bevond deadh.” They divide aédmis ine e

oRyY X

Sty vy
Ry Yy PRYWRY o
ST CRYTRR gD
YhRTIETOE DT 10 3
IR} TYE He
mMnET e

33 tEn

yiman

IR IYRY R o
nEgy

REEbE

AFEY

YYRRRTR 2
IO A 11

nynhY pvay o
7PN TRY 2N

words of mus., L wansiasion follows Rashi, who wrnders i a5 pue word,

P Qehars ranstate b5 adam, “men of low degree” or Tmer withow poligres,” and g

isk, “men of bigh degree” who can trace their ancestry to men of distnedon.

! Thesz are the sins which a pevson considers trivisl znd commits ot of carelesynesy, jugt
as ooe who watks Is not concerned i he stopy e something swall or signifcant—3$ 8

Hirsch

*Thase who wost is thele wealth and ghovy in their great riches should be in kar,

faap. 48 Tenaennine

they passed by together.
&. They saw aud were sstonsuded,*
they pasicked and Hed in hase.

7. Yrembling sieaesd thern there,

fike the pangs of 4 womsn i labor,
8 With an exxt wind

You snuwshed the ships of Tarshish,
3. AS we heard, 50 we saw,

s the dry of Adonoy of Hoss,

in the <ty of our God:

may God esablish it fov comaity, Sedoh,

. We hoped, God, For Your fovingkinduess
i the midst of Your Sanouary.

ons Your Mavse, Goid, 30 i Your praise...d
ta the ends of the earth;

Your ripht hand is fulf of rigleecuzness,

Y. Lex Mouw Zion rejoice,

fet the daaghtens® of fudish e,

brecanse of Your judgments.

18, Ratly around Zion and cocircke her,
censst her 1ownrs,

1. Conssder well her varupasts,

ritse high her cieadels,

et you spay recmust it w foture gerersting.

14 That chis is God, our God

>

© wrified. - Hadak

PWe sestify that Your wondrous deeds miatch the
Pusphets bsed to deseribe Yous might. —Radad

£ Or citfes of fudah.
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‘ When t.wvimgs, who asemblied 10 avack Jevusalem witnessed the wondeous deeds
. which God performed in His viciorions bagle against thelr armiey, they were astounded and

praise and exalied samies which the
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14, Like sheep-~they are destined for the grave:

death shall be their shepherd,

and the upright shall dowinate them

&t rHQring,

thelr Form witl be consumed in the grave;

i will not remaind their dwelling-place.

16, Bur God will redeers my soul

fram dhe igrasp of] the grave,

for He will take e b Himnsed{] Selah,

£7. Fear not when 2 man grows sich,

when the glory of his howse s incrsased.

318, For when he dies,

he shall carry nothing away,

his ghory will not descend after bim.

1g. Because while he Hved, he blessed Hiy soul,

] {savingh: they will praise you

(o Beeansy you hsve dowe well {or voursedf.
g0, He will join the gevrration of bis fathers,
k they shal! vot see Bght, {or all ewernity.
22, Man with {23} ks splendor,

fhut} withowt unaderstanding®

it likened to the silonced anirnabs,

Cnap. 48-58
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50 This Pratm leacher that Gad does not desive the phyvical act of plaving on affering
upon the fise of the altas. 38 i3 the gure motives of heart and word secormpanying the
sewvifice which causy sman fo be werthy of God's Presence

1. A Pralmof Avaph.

Ny N =

Aimighty God. Adonay, has spoken, 137 DT DO 1R

* Man created in the image of God possesses glorfous potential, sad his soal is Riled with
Divine splendns, but when he fails o appreciste and wilise his potential, e is hibened 1o the

dead animals, - Sadok

Ciiar, 4% EEAIIERTN] B4

2. A man will not redeewns his brother PR L ?’E‘?Q"Rﬁ* ng on
neither can he give 10 God his ransorm.? ‘.WQQ E}“’}'ﬁ’&? '{2’?”“&5
9. The redemption of thely soul is wo costly mg’@l ‘{i”“ig W ou
awd it shall crase® s e forever. ';B?GW‘? '?’}33?
1o, Shall be then five fornver, mgg‘g bt I
shall he never see the grave? Eﬂtﬂ??j m:g";" Ky
11 For he seey thit wive men die, ORI RORQIINET % &
the {noly and sensvless perish equally® YIRS R %7”33? it
and leave thelr wealth 1o nthers, ‘,Q?"{? 23”“;{?{%’2 318}
sz, Thelr foner” thoughes are W @
that thelr houses [will fast] forever, QQZ‘W*{? i zi?il"’{l;&
thetr homes for peseration alter generstion; “ﬁ} "3‘1"7? QQ&?Q}Q’J
{for} they have procabined® thelr vames 533;1?3@53 MR
throughour the fanss. IR ”a?}'{
13. But man does not endure in his splendor, ‘{"E}:"?}Q WITW 2
he is likened to the silenced animabs. WD mmgga *“}2}’?’?33
s4. This is their way—  RTINY v
sheds folly remains with them, ‘f?ﬁ: ‘?Q;‘
and [yet! their descendams | WPTHRY
iske pleasure i theis apeech, Selak, ,ﬁ?fg %X“;’f Eﬂ?}’*i}?

CEB M vansdates, TAnd thas doss not give s God his ransom.” They f2i) w0 use
theis tiches 0 free their fellnwmen from wem and carg, and so regiea o pay Ond the
sansean due B f thedr own soals,

Hadak s3ys evess # be wanted 10 pseom bis soul row God, be could e, for God does
ust goeept bribes,

* Bevanse they neglected their dury, sheir soul shall cease 1 be They have done nothing
in insure the pespeosarion of thely souls, SR Hiswh

f When the wise die, only thelr bodies pass awsy; bug their souds bive on. The fordish and
smseless sinnere perish vomplerely, leaving vo trace of body ov soul . Raski, Radek

P Sowe nanslsie the word &ibem afier tansposisg the lewers 1o Avram, “their graves,”
Bevausy they have no merits, the wicked will nor astse at the Urne of resarrection and there-
fore " Theds graves are cheis houses foveves " oo fha Hera

P They spread their names far and wide by erecting rmonuments and edifices and naming

tem after shemselves. fn this mamer, they seck to Fulfli sheir yearring for immorality.—
S8 Fhirwh
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Recogrizing Korach's greed for wealth a5 the rool of his downdall, bis rightenus soas
compased this psalm teaching that man should use s sojourn on earth W eshanne big
sptitual development amd pregase for the World to Came. Life 1 tuo precious sn
opportunity for e sccomplishment o squander on weeless pleasures and pursiits,

ij;ﬁz? PFor the Conductor, by the sons of Korach, a psalm,

" Hear this alf you peoples, give ear all you dwellers of
decaving earth.” Sone of Adam and sons of man alike; together
— rich man, voor mme My mouth shadl speak wisdom, and the
miedinations o my heart are insight frd ™ will bicline my car o
the parable, with @ harp [will soles my riddic. " Why shodd |
have o fear inn days of evil, when the buunctions that | irod
upor will surronnd me? " Those who rely on their possessions,
and o their great wealth they are boastful — * yet a man cannot
redeon g brathier, sor give toGod hisransom.” Too costly is thei
sord ~ redemption and waattainable forever.
piornally, never fo see the pit 7 Though he sees that wise nien
i, that the foolishoaned boorish perish togethee and feave their
possessions te others 2 haevertheless, e then tnaginaion
their houses are forever, therr dwellings for generation after
generation; they have proclabned their names Hwonghout
the lasds. ¥ Bt as for man — in glory he shall not repose,
hi is likened to the silenced wnimals.  This is their way — felly
i theirs, yot of their destiny their months speak scothingdy,
Selal’ ¥ Like sheep, they are destined for the Lower World,

P Can ome live

death shall consrane therm; and the wpright shall dominate them
at davbroak, their essence is doomed to rot in the grave, cach
from fiis dwelling. * But God will redeern my :«‘:’{m’ from: the grip
of the Lower Waorld, for He wili 1ake me, Gelak! ¥ Fear not when

8 v sepon bis death he will vot take anvthing, ks splendor will

not descend after him. 7 Though he may bless himself i his
fifetime, others will praise youdf yowdimprove vourself. © 1t shall
come 1o the gencration of its fathers — wnto eternily they shall
cer no lieht. ¥ Man is eloriows but imderstands net, he is Hrened

a rman crotws rich, when b pcreanses the splenclur of his hows

49

Mair shoulk
rse s
ST Y
earth {c
enthance his
spwritual des
oelopimernid
and prepare
for the World
i Cone,

STenNse  TAVAKH

FG:“ the conductor, by the sons of Korah, a psalm. ® Hear {his all yolt
peoples. give var all you duellers of decaying earth: * sons of Adam af{ﬁ
sons of man alike; rich and poor fogether, ¢ My mouth will speak wisdom, s‘mif
the meditations of ry heart are insightful, 31 will incline my ear o the parable;
with a harp | will solue my riddle. ® Why should ! be fearful in days of Eﬁf}
when the injunctions that | lrod upon will surround me?* 7 Those who mfga_.%ﬁ
thewr possessions, and they are boastful of their greal ivealth — ® yet a P30
cannot redeent a brother, he cannol give his ransom to God, * Too costly 8
their sowls redemption and unattainable forsver, W Can one lpe elema@a
rievper 1o see the pit? Y Though he sees that wise men die, that the foolish arid
boorish perish together and leave their possessions (o others, {mauerihef@if?f
fn their imagination their houses are forener, their dwellings for generation afig
geneealion; they have prociaimed thelr names Hroughowt the lands, 2 Bt g ,
for man: in glory he shall not repose, he is fikened o the silenced anind
¥ This is thet way, Jolly is theirs, yet of thelr desting thelr mowths speak soObE
ingdy, Selatd © Like sheep, they are destined for the Lower World, death 3;3,33
consume therm: and the upright shall dominate them at daybreak, heir fmfﬁ

is doomed (o rof in the grave, each from his dwelling. ' But God will redeem m

soul from the hand of the Lower World, for He will take me, Selah! 7 Fear ney
twhen a marn grows rch, when he increases the glory of s house, ™ jor uporn hi
death he will not take anything, khis glory will not descend after hiny, ¥ Though be
may bless himself in his iifetime, others will praise you if you improve yourself, +
4t shall come lo the generation of iis fathers; unio eternily they shall ses ng
fight. * 2 Marn is glorious bul [if hef understands not, he is lkened o the sifenced
animals. '
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{332, 1953, pp. 1528
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