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SYLIABUS

Rabbi Allen Schwartz

5 MEGILLOT

Goals of Course To analyze the 5 Megillot and gain insight to the

Kohellet

Esther

Shir Hashirim

style of Chazal and Medieval commentaries, to
analyze wisdom literature, allegorical
interpretation and historical Biblical accounts.
List of specific verses and commentaries
throughout the book. Such general topics as
biblical canonitzation, biblical wisdomliterature,
Good and evil are discussed.

Brief overview of the entire bhook. 2 articles on
Esther are assigned.

Brief overview of the entire book. Review
sections of Da'at Mikrah are assigned. General
topics of exile and redemption and approach of.
Chazal, Rashi and Ibn Ezra are discussed.

Textual analysis of entire book with commentary.

Overview of entire book, textual analysis of
Chapter 3. 2also, Jeremiah Chapter 20.

Needed for évery class: 5 Megillot‘Mikraot Gedolot; full Tanach.

Requirements:

Handout sheets when necessary.

Optional paper must be handed in on day of review
class.
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BOOK_OF RUTH: AN OVERVIEW

Narrative style of Ruth

Compare beginning of the book.to the end

Gemillut Chasadim in Ruth

Doresh shemot |

Reason for writing the book

How do Hebrews feel about Moabites

What type of person is Boaz? Boaz - Yehuda Ruth - Tamar .
What exactly happened in the Goren? -

What is Boaz's obligation to Ruth? to Naomi?

Notice the Hashgacha Pratit that pervades the entire story,
and compare to Megillat Esther

Ramban's "Sod Nistar V'nifla" in Ber: 38:8 and Iyyov 33:30




AL

RUTH REVIEW -9

Background - (A) Gen 18-19 Birth of Amon and Moav who owe their existence to Abraham.
(B) Num 22-24 Balak King of Moav hires Balaam to curse Israel.
(C) Deut. 23: 4-8 Moav may not join the congregation of G-d.
(D) Judg 3: 12-30 Israel subjugated by Moav.
(E) Sam I 17: 55-57 David’s genealogy tested.

Purpose of Book (A) Justify David’s lineage.
' (B) To teach the power of gemilus chasadim.

Style of Book (A) Every verse but 8 beginning with " 1" (vuv).
(B) Compare style to Parshat Vayyeshev.
(C) Cause and effect of events.

10 Famines - Targum to Ist verse. Ruth has a messianic theme of people thirsting for the word
of G-d. (The tenth famine - Amos 8:11).

Responsibility - Elimelech shirks his responsibility as do his sons, and they are all pumshed
Naomi survives but surely endures much pain herself. Yersel-17127
Verse 2-0V 17121,

Drashot of Names - More than in any other Biblical story.
Elimelech - kingdom tome

Naomi - pleasantness
‘Mara - bitterness
Machlon - disease
Chilyon - destruction
" Ruth - appease
- Orpa - neck turned
Boaz - strength

P’loni Almoni - John Doe
Syntax - Number and gender; various derashot.

Keri Uketiv - WV 2 - WY >
A lesson in what to expect from G-d. Concept of Keri Uketiv.

Marriage as Menucha - UPWN 1- 7TWA

Husbands and wives meeting at wells.




RUTH REVIEW
l:10-22

Regarding Conversion

(1)

(2).

Ibn Ezra - Conversion takes place in Moav. Otherwise no

obligation of Yibum.

chazal - Conversion takes place at 1:10-18.

(2) Refuse three times, convert insists three times
1:10; 14; 16-17.

(B) - Teach laws of Shabbos, sexual conduct, relating to
of K'lal Yisrael, relationship to HASHEM, the stringency
of the court system and philosophical issues.

Ruth' ope_in Israe

Oonly for a son of Naomi's

(v.13) V>K? Nn1°1 °0727 might imply that others would marry
her, only she is 013°7 iI7177, an obligation that is difficult
to find. : '

Ruth's and Orpa's Progeny - David and Goliath.

Formal Conversion (v. 16-17)

Ruth Follows With Usage of G-d's Name (v.17)

Compare to Paraoh and Yosef at Gen. 41.

oK Oy _.n: TYND 1110 - vilna Gaon: NYNXND.

Naomi and Mara - X0 with an X.

PU; 1 in a woman's name.

Barley Harvest - Between Pesach and Shavuos.




RUTH REVIEW
21-14

Elimelech’s Family: Salmon, Elimelech, Ploni Almoni and NaOmi’sfz;thef‘were all brotheré.
She’elat Shalom B’shem: Boaz’s répport with his workers.
Boaz Notices Ruth: Tzniut and knowledge of halakha.
Na’ars Reply: Chazal’s approach.
Boaz’s Care of Ruth: (vv. 8-9): D’rashot Chazal.
BoaZz's Prophecy: (v.12)
Ruth and Boaz’s Handmaids: (v.13) Targum, Rashi, Ib’n Ezra, and Ruth Rabbah.
Boaz Tests Ruth: Laws of Conversion. See 2 Kings 4:43.

Ruth is Satisfied: S’forno on Yoseph’s Frugality.

2:15-23
Boaz’s Generosity: (vv. 15-’1 6) Halakhic implications.
Efah of Barley: Symbolism and Ib’n Ezra! See also Ib’n Ezra Gen. 14:14, Zech. 3:8.
A Message of 17 T¥: (v.19) | |
Once Again, Chesed To 02> and 01201: (+.20)
D1y 3-0°7v 3: (v.21-22)

Barley and Wheat: Pesach and Shavuot,




RUTH REVIEW
CHAPTER 3

0130 - See above 1:9.

Boaz’s P I | Dispositi

Naomji’s Plan: Compare to Tamar at Gen. 38.

Women and Men in Deciding Fate of the Family

172: Connotations of 1717,

1st and 2nd Person Interchanging

Images of Feet: Chalitza, Kinyan.

Who Will Tell Whom What To Da?: (v.4;11)

Ker V’lo Ketib; Ketib V’lo Keri: Nedarim 38, Radak 2 Sam. 15:21.
>N 237 sl

20 33 DY 8 1: Badeken.




RUTH REVIEW

CHAPTER 4
I F Sanhendsi
" Mitzva of Geulat Sadeh: Lev.25 -
Bircat Chattanim - 10 Men (v.2)
Geulah and Yibbum (v.5)
Why is Rachel 1st?
Reference to Tamar
Seven Sons 1§ 2:5
Naomi’s Son Sanh.19
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THE MEGILLAH 1S BOTH PRA{SE AND PETITION'

- . ] . . Prepared by Rabbi Abraham R. Besdin
(What follows is a journalistic reconstruc- :

tion of a lecture-Shiyur delivered by Rabbi NO. 11

Joseph B. Soloveitchik in 1974 at the Yeshiva ‘

University, It is not a literal reproduction;

weaknesses are to be ascribed solely to our

faulty transmission.)

A. _TWO ASPECTS OF PURIM

The Talmudic Texts

In Megillah LA, the Talmud sets forth the requirement to hear the Megillah reading
both at night and on the following day. However, two different and contradictory verses
are cited as the source of this requirement. R. Joshua ben Levi said: One is required
to read the Megillah at night and to repeat it during the day as (suggested) in the
verse "0, my G-d, | call by day but Thou answerest not, and at night and there is no
surcease for me'' (Psalm 22:3). n¥%222n 0OR D1IPY BIR 22°0 1297 712 vwain? *9 OnR

7217 RPY AP by ,nayn RPT 0217 KRAPKR L PPN ,apKIw 0173 nnvaw?r nveba
(a2:22 a°%an) ,"»b

A second source for this requirement is also cited: Re Chelbo quoted Ulla of the

1 city Blyira: One is required to read the Megillah at night and to repeat it during the
day as (suggested)’ in the verse: ''So that my glory may sing praise to thee and not be
silent; 0, Lord, my G-d, | will give thanks unto Thee forever" (Psalm 30). *37 7oK

: y1TARIW 8122 ANI3w?T NP %2 NYPaAnRn DR NIRPY BIXK 32N RT3 RYIYV OAAR 130N

(».%nn) J"g7R pYIvy LopYR ‘n ,077 RP1 7133 Jnve (yab" The words 'sing praise!

‘ suggest a daytime, wakeful period; the phrase 'And not bé silent", refers to an inac-
tive nighttime period. In addition, verse 6 in this Psalm reads: "In the evening one
retires with tears but joy cometh in the morning'. (1:%) N33 =apaba 2232 1°%7 27ya

" -Both evening and morning are indicated.

Two Contradictory Moods Are indicated

' Psalm 22, source of the first verse, speaks of an individual who is distressed and
totally forsaken. |t suggests the shriek of a frightened lonely child who has discov-
ered that his mother had abandoned him. This mood is poignantly reflected by an earlier
verse in_this Psalm, "My G~d, my G-d, why hast Thou forsaken me' (v. 2). 277 ,2%p

(2:32) »3n37y Na%. According to tradition, Esther recited this Psalm as she was
going. to visit the king, filled with foreboding and overflowing with prayerful petition
to G-d. (Megitlah 15b). |IF the Megillah reading is derived from Psalm 22, it repre~
sents a prayer and petition out of the depths of fear and agony. This is the opinion
of R. Joshua ben Levi. ,

Ulla, however, author of the second citation, referred to the "Song at the Dedica=~
tion of the House of David", Psalm 30, (k%) 777% n*an 023N 1w 11211 which
is a jubilant song of triumph and fulfillment. it is a hymn of thanksgiving by an
individual who was miraculously cured and saved from death. '"0 Lord, my G-d, | cried
to Thee and Thou didst heal me"(2:%) 23RDIDYT J?YR 20y ?2p%R "N, We have here
more than a perfunctory 'thank you", but, rather, a persistent and incessant hymn of
praise. Ulla literally equates the Megillah reading with the recitation of Hallel
(Psalms of Praise) which accords with the sentiment of R. Nachman that ''{ts reading
is truly a Hallel fulfiliment" (Meg. l4a). (T"2 nA¥%?a2) RXP?%7 17 Rn>°7p :7203 27

This Psalm, too, is ascribed by tradition to Mordecai ‘and Esther.

Combining Both ‘Moods

Actually. both characterizations of the Megillah are correct. It is a Book of
Glory and Thanksgiving and also a Book of Human Distress and Petition. The narrative
of the Megillah relates two stories, of a people in a terrifying predicament and also
of thair great exhiliration at being suddenly spared. Generally, Purim is only thought
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of in terms of indulgence and merrymaking to the point of self-forgetfulness and the
. dulling of one's senses. As the Talmud says: ''|[t is the duty of a man to dull his
awareness with wine on Purim until he cannot tell the difference between the phrases
ncursed be Haman' and 'blessed be Mordecai''. K%w T¥ K?7183 ¥a103% w?3?K 237’n*D
(‘man) 5772 771M32% 120 7R 19D ¥1%, To most people this mood exhausts the
total content of Purim.

Actually, Purim is also a day of introspection and prayerful meditation. - Since
it is impossible to juxtapose contradictory moods into one day, our sages established
the Fast of Esther to precede it on the thirteenth of Adar. They advanced the shriek
and supplication of Purim a day earlier when selichos {penitential prayers), Avinu
Malkenu (Our Father, Our King, we have sinned before Thee) and a mood of solemn re-
pentance would be appropriate. The Fast of Esther and Purim are integrally related
to eath other, unlike Passover and Taanis B'chorim (Fast of the First Born) where the
latter is not part of the festival and is solely an extranecus addendum. The Fast of
Esther, however, is a genuine Purim day which gives literal expression to the verse,
0, my G-d, | call by day and Thou answerest not, etc' which was cited as the origin
of the requirement to render the Megillah on Purim both evenings and mornings. The
joining of a fast day and a feast day, bespeaks the dual character of Purim.

" The Baalay Hakaballah noted mystical connections between Purim and Yom Kipurim,
the only difference in spelling between the two is the letter Kaf. This is, rather,
a strange association, to relate the hilarious Purim with the awesome Yom Kippur, a
raucous celebration with a solemn observance. Perhaps, their common denomination is
that aspect of Purim which is a call for divine compassion and intercession, a mood
of petition derived out of feelings of great distress. ([t is, therefore, no surprise
to us that many Geonim advised that Tachnun (petitionary prayer) not be omitted on
Purim day.

B, DUALITY IN HUMAN CONDITION

The two moods of celebration and desperation implicit in the Megillah more truly
reflect the existential human condition. Man is a frightened being; not emotionally
or psychologically but ontologically. He is anxious because he is endowed with super=-
-jor faculties which, though they are the source of his greatness, are also contributory
to his fears. Man's unique greatness is that he Tives simultaneously in three time-
realities; the past-memory, which is a melancholy awareness of people and events long
gone; the present - his perceptional reality in which he ‘is now involved; and the
future - his hopes, aspirations and anticipations. This three dimensional awareness,
that time is continually unfolding, fills him with fears of the frightening unknown, of
the ‘'sudden absurd accident which can transform his 1ife and bring even death. The
beast has a briefer life-span but it has no anticipatory fears; it has no conscious-

-ness of standing on the threshhold of changing time; it is, therefore, not unhappy,
insecure and frightened. - '

Man, however, is a.vulnerable being, always aware that he may fall into an abyss,
that the next moment can be tragic. The Book of Koheles (also the Psalms, to some
extent) portrays this unnerving uncertainty-aspect of man's life., !For man also
knoweth not his time; as the fishes that are taken in an evil net, even so are the
sons of man snared in an evil time, when it falleth suddenly upon them' (Ecclesiastes

©9:13).  patnro oY D21 YT ATIEAI OTIARIW D?ATD IOV OR OTRA PT? RY D1 v>
(o nvnp) .oROD oAby vionwd MWy nyy DIRA 733 DYwpt? on> ,Nba, The key word
above is Pis-ohm (suddenly), the unexpected political coup, an economic collapse, a
terminal illness, the loss of a child and other unexpected catastrophes. This is
the reality of the human condition and the sensitive man is ever aware of this fear-
ful uhcertainty. : : S

Basis of Tefilah {Prayer)

-This condition of vulnerability is, according to our Chazal, the real motivation
for man to pray. .Han prays because of a sense of Tzarah, a feeling of desperation and
Tzorech, a condition of need. Even if one is rich, he prays for Parnassah {materia}l
sustenance);.even if he is in robust health, he pleads for Refuah (healing). Why? -~
because man is vulnerable; the present fulfiliment may be transformed a few moments
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later. Smug satisfaction about one's good fortune is unrealistic; there lurks in the
. shadows. the possibility of sudden reversal. '"In the evening one retires with tears
but joy cometh in the morning" and the reverse is equally possible., There can be no
wholehearted Shevach V'hoda-ya (praise and thanksgiving) without an awareness of
techina, There can also be no Techina, no matter how desperate one's plight, without
Shevach V'hoda-ya, for G=d's blessings and our faith in his redemption.

Prayers for Tzurchay Odom, of petition, may seem selfish prayers and are denigrat-
ed by other faiths. But the Halacha caters to it, though Jewish mysticism tends to
emphasize praise and thanksgiving primarily. Human need is the stimulant to prayer
and ‘our Amida is filled primarily with petitions. Even the Hallel, which is our most
-exalted song of joy, reflects two moods. In Be-tzays Yisroel Mi-Mitzrayim and Halilu
Avday Hashem we have a glorious song of victoryj in Lo Lonu and especially Ana Hashem
Hoshi-yah Nah, we hear the anguished cry of the forsaken. To recite Hallel halachical-
Ty is to sing and cry simultaneously. This is the paradox of the human condition and
our liturgy responds realistically to man's situation.

Duality in Purim Experience

Purim reflects a dual character because nowhere did Jews experience such absurd
vulnerability as they did in Shushan. Mordecai suddenly found himself saved from the
gallows and is elevated to the august post of Prime Minister. A doomed people finds
itself overnight dramatically triumphant over its enemies. But, even as we celebrate,
we are aware that the pendulum can swing in reverse. Didn't Haman previously have the
king's trust and, suddenly, he is being executed. Why delude ourselves that Mordecai
will find himself more secure as Prime Minister? Weren't Jews previously confident of
their secure station and, without prior warning, they found themselves facing annihila-
tion. What if Esther were suddenly deposed because of some irrational provocation, as

was Vashti previously?

Who is clairvoyant enough to assure us that such absurd changes of men and moods
will not repeat themselves? The Megillah, therefore, is a Book of Vulnerability which
characterizes human 1ife generally but which, particularly governs the destiny of the
Jew. . The king signs away the life of a people, without even inquiring about their
identity. Three days 'later, he can't recall doing so and he blames Haman for the
edict. Can such a monarch be relied upon to maintain stability for the Jews of Persia?
Purim, therefore, epitomizes instability, uncertainty and vulnerability. ‘

Vulnerability Awareness Leads to Humility

Man's vulnerability is not necessarily a tragic condition. It can also be the
source of many ethical virtues in human character. Primarily, an awareness of vul-
nerability induces humility which is the opposite of arrogance, pride and impudence.
Maimonides regarded humility as the highest ethical quality of man. Though he con-
sistently counselled the Shvil Hazahav (golden mean) rule as regards other emotions,
he suspended this balance of moderation when speaking of humility. 'Be humble exceed-
ingly", (2" niyT n1avn) n1t Yew nIn ,IR2 ,TR2D  he prescribed,

How is this humility achieved and why should one seek to be shy and humble, es-
pecially with people who have obviously succeeded where others have failed totally?
How honest can the outward practice of such humility be? Why doesn't a successful
man have tte right to pride? The answer is that personal triumph and success leads to

arrogance, aggressiveness and ethical insensitivity. But, the awareness of one's vula-
nerability, the knowledge that our fortune is fickle, that there ever lurks a hovering
threat which could transform our condition, these considerations are powerfully humb-
ling. Thus, from an ethical standpoint, vulnerability can cleanse, purge and ennoble
man; it is a spur towards better character.

Hordecai's Humility

After Esther was crowned, Mordecai maintained a vigil on the palace grounds be-
cause of his great concern about her. (2:11, 19). He didn't reveal his identity,
that he was related to the queen which would have brought him status and privileges;
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he didn't boast of his connections. Instead he was cautious, seif-effacing and silent.
This reticence was due to his realization that life is fickle, that vulnerability is
proportionate to one's status, that Esther's high position can suddenly be reversed.
Caprictous uncertainty and instability increases with one's greatness; anonymity,

in this instance, could serve one better. |f Mordecai had succumbed to pride and
vanity, the nes of Purim would have been lost. Through his concealed identity, he
overheard the plot of Bigsan and Seresh. Later on, the king realized during a sleep-’
less night that Mordecai had not been duly honored and this was the beginning of the
kings loss of faith in Haman. Esther's Tater denunciation of Haman succeeded only be-
cause the paranoic king already had begun to question Haman's loyalty. Thus, Mordecai's
humility which was rooted in his realization of life's vulnerability, became the basis
of the later salvation. o

The Vulnerability of |srael

Vulnerability is a universal condition but, more particularly, characterizes the
condition of the Jew. It is applicable to individuals in their private lives, to com~
munities and to States as well. It governs the Jew in the Diaspora, as in the Purim
narrative, and also in his homeland, in Israel. The State of Israel, prior to the Yom
Kippur War, lived in an illusion of invincibility and invulnerability; this inevitably
generated arrogance and pride which, in turn, contributed to a lessening of caution,
an unvigilant complacency. Consequently, horrible mistakes ensued. The Israelis,
even in their highest echelons of government, felt certain that their privileged
status of success will ngt be reversed. The consequent traumatic shock and ensuing
depression of public morale was directly a result of the sudden awareness of |srael!s
vulnerability. Such an awareness will, hopefully, lead to humility which will induce
caution, which, in turn, will lead to success. A sense of one's vulnerability is a
quality, therefore, that is highly to be desired. ‘

Vulnerability In'Halaéha

We previously indicated that the awareness of one's vulnerability makes prayer
possible. There are also numerous halachot (religious Laws) which seek to minimize
the precarious dangers of 1ife which are due to man's vulnerability, to so-called ac-
cidents. For example, 'when thou buildest a new house, then thou shalt make a fence
for thy roof, that thou cause not blood to be shed, if any man fall therefrom'" (Deut.
22:8),: . (n:a3 p*137) n?33 0?RT B°wn RP?1 Jaa¥ apya2 nr'wy1 wIn nra n3ian v,
Also, ithe Talmud elaborately prescribes regarding uncovered pits and other possible
pitfalls which can cause accidental injury to others.

Not only is man physically vulnerable but his soul is equally susceptible to
being subverted. The principle, "And make a hedge for the Torah' {Abot 1:1)
(kexD13R) NTInY 2%D 1WYT  urges our sages to enact regulatory '‘fences' around basic
.religious laws because man's attention and character is vulnerable to distractions
~and temptations.

Theologically, G-d is forgiving of man's sinfulness precisely because He acknowl-
edges man's vulnerability. Otherwise, sinful man would always stand condemned before
his Maker. As Eliphaz said to Job: "Shall mortal man be just before G-dj shall a man

be pure before his Maker" (Job 4:17) 22 N WYL ak L PTIX? RIPRA @I1IRAD
(7%37 371°R); similarly in Psalms, "If Thou, O Lord, shouldst note iniquities, D
Lord, who shall remain standing' (Ps. 130:3). T1a¥% %2 ,0@h ,7P TAWLD Q13 OR
(a:%p o*¥An). The mitigation of His judgment is due to G-d's recognition that
man is subject to pressures and temptations and is gullibly persuaded. Man may be
brainwashed by a society which is intellectually agnostic, by the lure of intoxica-
ting pleasures, by the appeal of political and social ideologies which disguise them-
selves as redemptive. Some people are saints because they were reared in saintly
surroundings; others may be evil because their home setting lacked refinement and
norms. Should, then, all wicked be found guilty? I[sn't much of man's waywardness
due tol his vulnerability? He stands defeated by a seeming fate, by factors not com-
pletely of his making. This is how man stands before the Heavenly bar of Judgment,
hopeful for compassionate -understanding. :
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| . The Casting of Lots . '

The Yom Kippur temple service involved two he-goats: ''And Aaron shall cast lots
upon the two goats; one lot for the Lord and the other lot for Azazel' (the latter to -

- be sent away to destruction in the desert) (Lev. 16:8). graYywn mw YY 1INR 11

(ntto RIp7M) PIRTY? IR Yq321'a% TnR Y7113 nivaa. The Talmud tells us: “'The

. two he-goats of the Day of Atonement are required to be alike in appearance, in size,

in value, to have been bought at the same time'" (Yuma 62a). 071937 DI1? YIYW 131
.(320 ®217) INKR3 1OAP?P31 0?2731 ARIP3Y NRARI 1717 Ont3w VAW TNIXR
They were exactly alike, identical twins; yet, their destinies were antithetically
dissimilarj one was Yunto the Lord" (Lashem) and the other to Azazel. How were
their differing destinies decided? The Talmud describes the ceremonious casting of
lots. "The goat .upon which there fell the lot bearing the inscription 'for the Lord",
was destined for the Lord, and that upon which there fell that lot bearing the in-
scription "for Azazel', was afterwards sent forth to Azazel' (Rashi, Lev. 16:8 -

. Yoma 39a). viRry? nhawe PIRTIYV? 13 31000 ORI ,0wY K10 ,00? 13 27022 OR

(o% Rp1*-n:TLD RIAP?I 2% ). The secret of atonement is hidden in the ceremonial

‘casting of lots. An element of uncertainty, of chance or accident, seems implicit in

“the ritual. This manner of atonement suggests that man, too, is frequently commi tted

to the Lord or to Azazel under duress, buffeted by hostile pressures which are not of
his choosing. Therefore, man, standing in judgment before G-d is often found, 'not

guilty'.
The name Purim means ''the casting of lots" because the entire event involved the
unreasonable, the absurd, seeming accidents which brought about the edict and its later

suspension. The sudden intrusion of the unexpected and the frrational is basic to man's
condition and it is precisely this vulnerability which qualifies him to receive G-d's

.compassionate forgiveness on Yom Kippur. Once again, Purim finds itself related to

‘Yom Kippur.

There Are No Accidents’

We have spoken of irrational, goral accidents in nature and in human life. This
can be misunderstood. Actually, Judaism doesn't believe in a deterministic Maazel or
‘in a blind goral. The: Greeks regarded fate as absurd, unalterable and ruthless, gov=-
ierning man and history, totally oblivious of man's hopes and aspirations. In the
.clash between the yearnings of man and the inexorability of fate, between intelligence
and inert matter, man was always the loser while matter was always the winner. This,
according to the Greeks, is the source of human tragedy. '

Judaism, even as it knew and tried to comprehend catastrophic events which
viciously destroy man's dreams and hopes, could not accept the existence of the ir-
rational in human 1ife. Events which we label as fateful or accidents belong to a
higher divine order into which man has not been initiated. Man has been granted the

opportunity of gaining insights and of accumulatin i ifi

: ; g scientific knowledge about regular
events and physical nature but he is excluded from the realm of goral Snderstandigg.
The relationship between the individual and his environment eludes man's grasp. To
G-q, there are no accidents, though they often so appear to us.

) Yet, even inexplicable events, may later on, begin to show structura .
in re?rospecti?n. Many alleged unreasonable events ahen viewed in theu;oLtZ:ttgzn:he
experiences wh1ch'followed them, lose their freakishness and appear to us as regular
ﬁvents. in hindsight, many events become intelligible. In answer to Moses' plea
Show me, | pray thee,‘thy glory", G-d replied, ""Thou canst not see My face, for AO
man shall see Me and live. And | will take away My hand, and thou shalt see My back;
Eut My’face shall not be seen'" (Ex. 33:18). 23R s IBR?T L7720 AR KRI YIRAN 'mx’v'c
391 AR OR N?RIV,...?73D DR ORI? P2In R? ,M2R?1...7738 Py T30 ?:’1v:vx

(n*:a% papw) IR RP, Moses was told that G-d's glory on earth is not always dis-

cernable during the event; when His gl ] i
: ; glory passeth by, it is as if His hand obscures
gur :?derftandlng. But, in retrospect, after the event, when G-d has already passed
y, hindsight interpretation became credible and understanding is frequently possible.
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C . C._LESSONS OF THE PURIM EXPERIENCE

Why was the Purim experience necessary for the Jewish people or, posed more
properly, what is the message of Purim? What has this experience formulated for the
Jew? The Chazal ascribed great significance to it and regarded it as a second affir-
mation of the acceptance of the covenant. On the phrase, ''the Jews ordained and took
upon themselves! (Esther 9:27), our sages add, "Rava said: -- they reaffirmed their
commitment to the Torah as they had done previousiy at Sinai" (Shab. 88a). ,.R237 bR

(o naw) .73> vapw nx» %P ,1Y3P1 1P 27027 ,wINIWAR *ava nivap 1n..,

The Megilla insists that, '"these days should be remembered and kept throughout every

generation, every family, every province, and every city; And these days of Purim

should not fail from among the Jews, nor the remembrance of them perish from their

descendants!" (9:28). B?7191 D77 y...77177 1717 P32 DUWYIT D213 APKRD DAY
(now.orR) . a¥y71n /107 K2 OIDTY D?TIN°0 02 113yr* RY b0, Apparently G-d wanted

Jews, of all generations, to derive a unique and crucially important message from the

Megi11ah, a book whose dominant mood suggests the basic vuinerability of the Jew.

Lesson One —- Man Can Become Satan

OQur faith in man should not blind us to the potential demonic in man. Seemingly
“'eivilized" man can suddenly become the personification of Satan, the incarpation of
evil. Man can be a Godly personality but he can also be a devilish personality. Man
can, from time to time go beserk, turning into a monster. This was a traumatic dis-
covery for the Jews of Persia. "And the city of Shushan was cast into bewilderment"

' (3:15). (ww:a) 02132 JwIw 1?¥NI.  The Jew believes in man, that a divine spark
inhabits every man, even the habitual sinner and criminal. This is the basis of
Teshuva, that the kernel of man's soul ever remains uncontaminated, from which a
moral regeneration may emerge.

{n Haman,, the Jews of Persia met a descendant of Amalek. Who is Amalek? He is
the personification of- total evil, to whom immorality had become a norm. The Torah
says: "'The Lord will wage war with Amalek from generation to generation" (Ex. 17:116).
(To:r? nlaw) T T2 pYava own® nonvn. Does it not seem undignified for the
Lord to declare eternal war on a Bedouin tribute? Rashi adds that, ''G-d swore that
there will be an incompleteness in His Name and in His throne until the name of Amalek
will be obliterated!. 12w nn22w Ty ,0%2 IRE3 }YRY 0DPw 12w [?Rw a"aph vaws

(*"w1) %15 pYny Pw, Also, the final triumph over Amalek will take place in the
days of the Messiah,

Amalek, obviously, is more than Bedouin nomadsy he isn't a particular tribe,
nationality or peoplé. It is everyman who has gone beserk, who has replaced his
. divine image with a Satan-image. Any group which declares its policy to destroy the
Jewish people is Amalek, for it has emblazoned on its banner the slogan of impassioned

hatred, ''Come, and let us destroy them as a nation, that the name f[srael may become

no more than a memory" (Ps. 83:5). YRIWY ow 371 RY1 ,%1an DIThS3IT 199 » 172K
(n::g: p*YAn) 71¥. This is the persistent villainy that the Lord bids us to combat

and against whom He has sworn eternal enmity. In our generation, Hitler and Stalin

clearly represented Amalek.

" Th? Purim experience, therefore, alerts the Jew that his faith in man should not
blind him to the evil which can suddenly become triumphant. The Jew is especially
naive about such possibilities.

Lesson Two -= The Particular Danger to the Jew

. Monster men, though an enemy and threat to all mankind, somehow specialize in
their hatre? of Jews. They may be proponents of particular ideologies of the left
or of the right, of agnostic secularists or reactionary religious clericalists. Yet,
they'bec?me preoccupied with the Jew and derive particular pleasure in tormenting
him, This hatred of the Jew emerges out of any economic or poliftical spectrum. The
Jew is caught in the thicket of events which are completely unrelated to him, as in
the case of the Nazis and Communists. At times, great empires vie with each other,
and the Jew is forced to cast his lot with the less objectionable, thus, unwillingly
becoming involved. ‘
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t was a rude awakening for the Jews of Persia to discover that the primary pre-
occupation of the new Prime Minister was to annihilate them. He was even willing to
bribe the king in order to win his approval. Suddenly, the Persian Jew discovered
that he is hated. No one hates the United States or France, though particular poli-
cies may be vehemently decried. The mere existence of the Jew, however, ¥ritates
Amalek and this hatred can erupt suddenly and violently and be translated into mass
murder. Why is this so? There is no answerj it is an absurd situation. The very
presence of a Mordecai arouses the animal in Haman; he just can't bear him as Haman
clearty declared: ''Yet all this (honor) availeth me nothin%; so Tong as | see Mordecai,
the Jew, sitting at the king's gate" (5:13). 73X 7@X n¥ 223 ,?? AW 1337k {1 221

(22:n) 9%an ywa 2wi® YTINTR D712 DR DRI, Thus, the Jew must learn a
second area of vulnerabiiity, that Satan-men, such as Hitler or Stalin, will, irre~
spective of their other interests, somehow implicate the Jew in their destructive
activities. : :

Lesson Three -~ Common-Destiny

The third lesson is that this hatred of the Jew is a group animosity. It is not
necessarily confined to religious or ethnically-conscious Jews who are more conspicu-
ous in their separateness. The hatred of Haman is commodious enough to embrace the
Jew with a Mezuza on his door post and the Jew whose home is divested of all Jewish-
ness. The assimilated and the nationalist Jew both evoke the same ire of the tyrant.
At Ahashverus' banquet, many thousands of assimilated Jews attended, who undoubtedly
regarded themselves as secure. Yet, when the decree was promulgated, it found all
Jews subject to a cammon destiny; no one was exempted, '

The Talmud tells -- "And the king removed his ring'' -- (giving it to Haman):
This removal of the ring was more efficacious than 48 prophets and seven prophetes-
ses} who prophesied to israel, for all these werenot able to turn |srael towards a
better course, but' the removal of the ring did achieve this!', - 1OY20 0OR P20 "8
17?7 IR322303Iw ,NIR?II YIWT OR?I1 {1I12WT OYITRA 01 O¥ab nIon nITa
(.72 ab»an) 2032% 1RIYTNA OYDL f1on 1P7RI a@IAP 107 TAA RP JYIDw ,PROwIP
During’ the period of the First Commonwealth, the Jews were divided into two kingdoms,
Yisroel and Yehudah, who, at times, even warred with each other. G-d now wished a
united people. Who united them? -~ Haman!! The concept of a common inescapable
destiny became clear to them. Haman's hatred was primarily against the people and
not towards particular Jews. He sought to spare no one, neijther did he single out
others for special treatment. He said -- "tﬁere is a certain people, scattered
abroad and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of thy kingdom'' (3:9).
:a) I0IDYD N13YTI2 Y33 grBYR (72 T1BRT T2 TNXR DY 1IW?, They are one people
despite their differing stations in life, their outward dissimilarities and their
scattered habitations. It is Haman who imposed a oneness, a cohesiveness upon the
Jewish people.

For the Second Commonwealth, G-d wished a united people and this the Purim ex-
perience achieved. When Mordecai said to Esther, who was hesitant about acting,
Think not that you will escape in the royal house, more than all Jews" (4:13),

L0?17T0%7 Yan a0 nv2 wban® ,wol3d *hIn YR, Esther replied with the
directive, "Go, gather together all the Jews'. (rtw:T) a»71a*a »> nR 0132 %
Inform them that a common threat embraces all of Jewry.

These, therefore, are the three lessons of the Persjan experience: a) Our
faith in man must not blind us to the demonic in man. The question, '"Can it happen
here, must be faced soberly, not naively. b) Every upheaval, every major movement
and event has dire possibilities for the Jew. This is the {irrational destiny of
the Jew, somehow to irritate monster-tyrants, merely by his existence. c) A common
destiny unites all Jews. '

D. THE MOST SIGNIFICANT LESSON OF PURIM

We had previously spoken of three lessons of Purim which somberly alert us to the
fearful possibilities which ever confront the Jew. There is a fourth lesson which is
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reassuring and inspiring and may very well be the primary purpose of the Purim experi-
ence, o : : :

In Persia, the Jews rediscovered a basic existential condition which protects
the Jew whenever he is threatened by a man-Satan. That is, that confronted by the
imninent danger of annihilation, G-d always sends His messenger(s), (Sheliach Ha-kel),
to save the people. This Mordecai and Esther represented in Persia and this Moses was
manelated to do as well in Egypt. G-d said, ''Come now, therefore, and | will send thee
(malce you a sheliach) to Pharoah, that thou mayest bring forth My people, the children
of Israel out of Egypt' (Ex. 30:10). , :

The key word, ''sheliach" (messenger) has two possible meanings. It could be
understood juridically, where someone is empowered to act in behalf of another; he is
given a ‘“‘power of attorney'". Legally, this is significant. There is a '"Meshalayach"
(sender) and a "sheliach" (messenger) and one acts through the agency of another. In
Talmudic terminology, however, we say, ''sheliach shel odom kemoso', the messengers as< -
sumes the fdentity of the sender; both merge into one personality. In effect, itis the
Meshalayach who acts, even though he does so through the Sheliach. '

A Sheliach, according to Halacha, may propose marriage to a woman in behalf of
a Meshalayach, reciting the required formula and presenting her with a ring or other
gift of value. She becomes betrothed to the Meshalayach. The Sheliach is, there-
fore, regarded as having assumed the identity of the intended husband; he wasn't
merely carrying out an errand. His personal identity was subsumed under the i{dentity

of the Meshalayach.:

}f .a man, however, is asked to become a Sheliach of Ha-kel, as Moses was, how
is this to be understood? How can mortal man become G-d, act with His identity? A
prophet ordinarily transmits a divine message or performs:acts dictated by G-d but"
he doesn't represent G=d. Isn't the term Sheliach Ha-kel, therefore, inherently
paradoxical? Yes it is, but this nevertheless is a basic. Jewish concept, that G-d
functions primarily through man. (The term Sheliach Ha-kel is first found in
Maimonides, Hil. Chagiga 3:6)

Geulah, the redemption of the Jew, is always achieved through a Sheliach Ha-kel.
in the Messianic redemption this will be through the agency of a human being, the
melech Moshiach. [In Sanhedrin 99a, we read that R, Hillel (This is not the Tanna
Hillel, the founder of the dynasty of N'siim) said that there will not be an individual
Moshiach in the future but that G-d, Himself, will bring about the Messfanic era. R.

. Yosef criticized this view harshly, declaring 1t as bordering on heresy. Apparently
“the belief in a human agency in the geulah process is an article of ifaith. Geulah '
- is an event in which both a Meshalayach and Sheliach must act as one. v

In the "Ani Maamin... B'vias Hamoshiach'' ([ believe... in the coming of the
Messiah), we emphasize the human messiah; we don't say Ani Maamin... Big'ulah Ha'asidah,
(I believe... 1in the future redemption), depersonalizing the manner of the Messianic
achievement. In Ex. 2323, we note that G-d had heard the cries of the suffering
[sraelites and in one verse after another (23-25) it is clear that G-d was ready for
the geulah. What delayed it? The next verse indicates ''Now Moses was a shepherd of
sheep for his father-in-law, Yisro"(3:1) -- Moses wasn't ready and G-d only works
through a Sheliach. [t took seven days of arguments, our sages say, before Moses
accepted the assignment. Similarly in Shushan, an old man, Mordecai and his young
niece, Esther, had to work out their sense of mandate and strategy before the geulah
process could commence.

The Jews in Persia, thus, learned this fourth vital lesson, that whenever a Man-'
Satan threatens a Final Solution, G-d sends a Sheliach Ha-kel to confront him. This
messenger of G-d will emerge victorious, in this confrontation between total evil and
total good.  The future Messianic geulah will similarly involve this Sheliach-Meshalay=
ach relationship.

1
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| " E, _THE LESSONS OF THE EGYPTIAN EXPERIENCE

. L .

! [t is true that G-d sent Shelichay Ha-kel to save the Jews in Egypt and Persia.

© But why was it necessary at all to subject them to the suffering and fright? We don't
really know the motivation of these two galus experiences. [n retrospect, however, we
do see certain vital lessons, certain character jmprints which they have Jeft on the
historical Jewish personality. The four lessons which Purim suggests have already
been explained. But what has the Egyptian experience signified for the Jew? In a
word, it is the fountainhead and the moral inspiration of the compassionate emphasis
so pervasive in the Halacha. It taught the Jew ethical sensitivity and moral tender-
ness. Again and again, the moral laws of our Torah are explained, "Ki Gerim he'yisem
Bleretz Mitzraim'', because ye were strangers in Egypt. Ours is a singularly ethical
culture; it expresses itself in a heightened sense of ''Kavod Habriyos'' -- human dig-
nity, which is basically derived from our '"Tzelem Elokim'' concept, -- that man posses=
ses aspects of divinity. This empathy for ''bayn adom 1'chavero'!, was derived from the
Egyptian experience, where the Jewish people suffered the privations of the helpless
underdog, subject to the whim and caprice of cruel masters.

To this day, Jews who are even alienated from religious practice seem more respon-
sive to causes which affect mankind. There are crimes which come harder to a Jew than
to others. This may sound chauvinistic, but it is statistically true. Murder and
physical violence were unheard amongst Jews and is still practically absent amongst
those with any rooting in their heritage. Stealing, cheating, perhaps, may ensnare
and subvert some who are vulnerable in character, but not killing, which in other
cultures comes so easily. Of course, the totally dejudaized Jew will not necessarily
reflect this sensitivity. The Halacha has many regulations to prevent hurting others

" by word or by deed, wittingly or unwittingly. This is illustrated in its abhorence
of Rechilos (slander) and Lashon Harsh (evil gossip); the prohibition, "ifnay evare
lo sitane michshol® (do not place pitfalls before the blind) is interpreted broadly
as proscribing contributory acts which are hurtful to others. The Torah expects us to
remove situations of négligence, such as unfenced roofs (maakeh) and uncovered pits.
This moral obligation, to be sensitive about the welfare of others, is not as developed
in other legal systems as it is in our own.

But why was the Egyptian experience necessary? Don't all human beings have the
same capacity for compassion? [sn't mercy a natural expression of our Tzelem Elokim,
an endowment which all mankind possesses? The answer is that Tzelem Elokim only sfig-
nifies a capacity to love, not a necessity for loving. A capacity can be suppressed
as we so frequently see amongst many people; a necessity, however, cannot be suppressed.
It flows naturally. The Egyptian experience sought to transform the Jew into a people
to whom compassion will be a necessity, not merely a capacity. We will explain,

There are two words which are often used interchangeably but which are not synon-
ymous. The words are ©ORT2 and T2n7; the word Merachame comes from Rachmim; the
word Rachmun is derived from Rachmonus. A Merachame has a capacity for compassion; a
Rachmun feels the necessity to love. The Egyptian experience sought to make the Jew
a Rachmun; otherwise, he would simply remain a Merachame, such as abound amongst other
peoples and cultures. ‘

- A '"Merachame" is a person who performs merciful acts. He may at times be rigid
and unyielding but he does manage, however, to perform many deeds of compassion. In
each instance, the '"Merachame' has to choose between alternatives, whether to act com-
passionately or otherwise. He comes through nobly quite often. The word ''"Merachame'',
therefore, describes his deeds, not his person. He performs compassionate acts but
one cannot call him a compassionate person. He is, however, a worthy personage. '

A "Rachmun'', however, describes the temperament and character-bent of a person.
A "Rachmun'' has only one choice,-~to act compassionately. It is a natural unvolition-
.al flow from his personality; he can't act differently. He can only love. We don't
say, for example, that the Chofetz Chaim performed acts of "Tzidkus" (righteousness)j
rather, the Chofetz Chaim was a Tzadikj his righteousness was inseparably bound up with
his character; He couldn't act otherwise. Thus, a "Rachmun'' is a superior type; it
characterizes the person, rather than his deeds. :

/
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‘ Just as we have distinguished between a 'Merachame' and a '‘Rachmun', we can also

d¥ fferentiate between "Solayach'' (forgiver) and "'Sulchan''y or between "Mochel" (par-

doner) and “Muchlan", In our High Holy day prayers we say 1Pnat YrOw*? NP0 AanR v3
JADR RYK N%I0%1 %nas abn 13% JYR Jrivhasi L7171 17 Y53 11Mw? *bOwY

“Eor Thou art the Forgiver (Sulchan) of |srael, the Pardoner (Muchlan) of the tribes

of Yeshurun in every generation; besides Thee, we have no king who pardons - (Mochel)

'and forgives {Solayach)". We speak of G-d as a nsulchan' and a '"Muchlan" but when we

refer to a king of blesh and blood, we say '"Mochel!' and Y501 ayach't,

Basically, we are saying to G-d, that it is His nature to forgive and pardon; He
can't deny it to us because it's the only response that's consistent with His Being.
This is, of course, chutzpah on our part to address Him so boldly but such prayers
. are not infrequent in our liturgy or in Hassidic lore. We insist that the very idea
of G-d contains the element of love. But, we add, "Unibaladecha', apart from Thee,
amongst monarchs of flesh and blood, one can't even find an occasional "Mochel
V!Solayach". Thus, a "Rachmun'' 1ike a "'Sulchan'' comes from an 'Ayn Brayra' source;
(he can't act differently) a ''Merachame'', like a ''Solayach', however, must continual=-
1y overcome his Yetzer Harah in the performance of compassionate deeds.

'The Jewish people has been ideally described as Rachmonim bnai Rachmonim, a people
from whom compassion flows naturally. The Halacha is-the embodiment of this sensitivity.
When a man has to ponder whether and how he should react in a situation of human need,
he may readily hesitate, rationalize and be diverted by peripheral considerations. But
_a Rachmun responds spontaneously. In retrospect, this seems to be the dominant lesson
derived from the Egyptian experience.

The Egyptian galus taught the Jew ethical sensitivity while the Persian galus pro-
vided lessons how to survive as a people. The former made an imprint upon the character

of the Jew; the latter was concerned in perpetuating the physical entity of the people.
The First Commonwealth, until the destruction of the Temple in 586 B.C.E., was nourished
by the Egyptian sojourn; for the Second Commonwealth, an additional inspirational ex-
perience was necessary, in face of the ravaging dangers threatening the survival of

the people. : " ‘

These two major galus experiences of the Jewish people were unique. They were
the only jinstances where the entire Jewish people was gathered under the dominion of
a threatening tyrant. |f their nefarious plans had prevailed, Jewish history would
have terminated at that point. In both cases, G-d saved the people through Shelichay
Ha-kel. Both left indelible impressions upon the Jewish personality. Both, our
tradition tells us, will never be forgotten. Their message is for all generations.

F. SUMMARY OF THEMES

A. The Megillah has a dual character. It is a joyous song of thanksgiving for the
miracle; it is also a fervent prayer of petition because the condition of the Jew is
ever vuinerable to sudden changes. The Megillah, therefore, is both Hallel (a song
of praise) and Techinah (a prayer of petition).

B. Human life, generally, has this duality. No matter what our attainments, vulner-
ability always threatens a change in our fortune. Prayer, itseif, is motivated by a
re;ognit;on of the fragility of man's status, the possibilities of poverty, illness
and death. '

C. Vulnerability also has positive values. |t inspires humility which is the op-
posite of arrogance and pride. This induces vigilance and, therefore, greater chances
of avoiding pitfalis. Also, G-d is more forgiving of man's sins because He recognizes
our vulnerability to temptations and sin.

D. Two galus experience%, Egypt and Persia, have enduring lessons for the Jewish
people. We are told to hoid both vivid in our national memories.
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