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Scripture cannot be deprived of its peshar... for even though the prophets spoke allegorically, one
must settle the allegorical meaning on its basis and sequence, according to the sequence of the
Scriptures. Now I have seen many aggadic midrashim on this book... that fit neither the language
nor the order of Scripture. I thus decided to establish the literal sense of the Scriptures... and the
rabbinic midrashim I shall set, one by one, each in its proper place.

I believe that Solomon foresaw—with prophetic inspiration—that Israel would be exiled... and
would mourn in this exile over their original glory, and would recall the first love—that they were
[God]’s chosen among all of the nations... And [Solomon] composed this book... using the persona
of a deserted wife, “shut-up in living widowhood,” longing for her husband... recalling her youthful
love toward him... Her lover, too, is anguished over her pain, and recalls the affection of her youth,
and her fine beauty and the worthiness of her deeds, through which he was bound to her powerfully
with love, to tell them. . . that she is still his wife and he is her husband and that he will return to her.
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Heaven forbid that the Song of Songs is about matters of desire, except by way of mashal; and if not
for its great virtue it would not have been included in the canon of the sacred scriptures.
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This is the manner of this Song [of Songs collection]: that she [i.e., the beloved] sings and
laments in all of them about her love for her lover, and after recounting her love story to her
friends, they scold and respond to her: “Remove his love from your heart, for he has rejected you
and will never again return to you!” ...And even nowadays it is the manner of singers
(troubadours) to sing a song recounting the love affair between two people through love songs.




Particularism and Universalism

Is Judaism Exclusive?
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That is in effect and purpose the insistent message of

the second of the two Sidras of this week: “Ye shall be
holy for I the Lord your God am holy.” For despite all Lo uUis

that I have said, we Jews do still maintain the doctrine of (CABNOL (T Y
a Chosen People. It is fundamental to our faith, but it is
the choice to which Amos has given that permanent ex- FLoM ouT
pression to which I have referred. The only superiority
to which the Jew can lay claim is the maintenance of a ¥ THE
higher moral standard, the acceptance of a more rigorous
code of ethics, that code of ethics which our Rabbis derived
from that verse, that code which is called “cleaving to the [§96

attributes of God,” and which is expressed in the words, !
““As God is gracious so be ye gracious, as God is merciful, FARSHAT
so be ye merciful.” It is in the extent to which man X eo0H1M
approaches to the divine perfection of God, and the extent

to which he rids himself of his animal nature, that he justi-

fies his belonging to the Chosen People by the conscious

acceptance of the yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven. It was

the explicit condition made when the doctrine was first

enunciated at the foot of Sinai’s Mount. “And now f’ —

and it is a tremendous, terrific “if”’ — ‘sf ye will hearken

to my commandments and keep my covenant, then — and

then only — will you be to me for a Chosen People.” The

moment that the Jew.descends from that pedestal his

moral superiority goes. The unlovely picture, which is alas

only too common, of the gross materialistic Jew, of the

sarth earthy, seeking only the amassing of wealth and hig

own animal comforts, the Jew without idealism or vision,

without soul or spirituality, the poker-playing, swine-

eating, horse-racing and money-chasing Jew, by what right

and by what reason does he dare to claim superiority over

or preference in God’s eyes, to the non-Jew, black or white?

The juxtaposition of the two verses sums up the only atti-

tude of mind which can be called Jewish, which can be said

to reflect the Jewish soul. “If ye will hearken to my voice

— ye will he chosen unto me from all peoples” — if not —

“Behold ye are unto me like the children of the Ethiopians - -
gaith the Lord.” And in the eyes of God the moral Ethic- v
pian takes precedence over the a-moral Jew,

DEPTHS
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When we have acquired 2 true knowledge of God, and rejoice in that ®
knowledge in such a manner, that whilst speaking with others, or attending
to our bodily wants, our mind is all that time with God ; when we are with
our heart constantly near God, even whilst our body is in the society of men ;
when we are in that state which the Song on the relation between God and
man poetically describes in the following words: “ I sleep, but my heart
waketh ; it is the voice of my beloved that knocketh * (Song v. 2) :—then
we have attained not only the height of ordinary prophets, but of Moses,
our Teacher, of whom Scripture relates : * And Moses alone shall come near
before the Lord ” (sbid. xxxiv. 28) ; *‘ But as for thee, stand thou here by
me ? (Deut. v. 28). The meaning of these verses has been explained by us.
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