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The word of the Lorp that came to Yo'el the son of Petu'el. 1
Hear this, you old men, and give ear, all you inhabitants of the 2
land. Has such a thing been in your days, or evén in the days of

your fathers? Tell your children of it, and Jet your children 3
tell their children, and their children another generation. That 4
which the cutting locust has left, the swarming locust has eaten;
and that which the swarming locust has left, the hopping locust
has eaten: and that which the hopping locust has left, the
destroying locust has eaten. Awake, drunkards, and weep;
and howl, all you drinkers of wine, because of the sweet wine;
for it is cut off from your mouth. For a nation is come up upon
my land, mighty, and without number, whose teeth are the teeth
of a lion, and he has the fangs of a lioness. He has laid my vine
waste, and splintered my fig tree: he has made it clean bare, and
cast it down: its branches are made white. Lament like a virgin
girded with sackcloth for the husband of her youth. The meal
offering and the drink offering is cut off from the house of the
Lorp; the priests, the Loro's ministers, mourn. The field is
wasted, the land mourns ; for the corn is wasted: the new wine
is dried up, the oil languishes. Be ashamed, O you farmers; wail,
O you vinedressers, for the wheat and for the barley; because
the harvest of the field is perished. The vine is dried up, and
the fig tree languishes; the pomegranate tree, the palm tree
also, and the apple tree, all the trees_of the field, are withered
because joy.is-withered away.from the sons of men. Gird I3
yourselves, and lament, you priests: wail, you ministers of the

altar: come, lie all night in sackcloth, you ministers of my

Gop: for the meal offering and the drink offering is withheld
from the house of your Gop. Sanctify a fast, call a solemn assem- 14
bly, gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land into

the house of the Lorp your Gob, and cry to the Lorp. Alas for 15
the day! for the day of the Lorp is at hand, and as a destruc-

tion from the Almighty shall it come. Is not the food cut off 16
before our eyes, joy and gladness from the house of our Gop?

The seed shrivels under their clods, the garners are laid desolate, 17
the barns are broken down ; for the corn is withered. How do 18
the beasts groan! the herds of cattle are perplexed, because they

have no pasture; yea, the flocks of sheep are made desolate.

O Lorp, to thee do I cry: for the fire has devoured the pastures 19
of the wilderness, and the flame has burned all the trees of

the field. Even beasts of the field cry to thee: for the water 20
courses are dried up, and the fire has devoured the pastures

of the wilderness. Blow the shofar in Ziyyon, and sound 2
an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the

land tremble: for the day of the Lorp comes, for it is near at /
hand; a day of darkness and of gloom, a day of clouds and @
of thick darkness. Like twilight spread over the mountains, a
great people and a mighty ; there has not been ever the like, nor

shall there be any more such after them, to the years of many
generations. A fire devours before them ; and behind them blazes 3
a flame: the land is like the garden of ‘Eden before them, and
behind them a desolate wilderness; and nothing escapes them.

The appearance of them is like the appearance of horses; and 4
as horsemen, so do they run. Like the noise of chariots on the 5
tops of mountains they leap; like the noise of a flame of fire

that devours the. stubble, like .a strong people set in battle
array. At their presence the peoples are in anguish: .all faces 6
are covered with blackness. They run like mighty men; they
climb the wall like men of war; and they march everyone on

his ways; and they do not break their ranks™nordoesonethrust 8§
another; they walk everypne in his path: and they burst
through the weapons; they are not wounded. They run to and fro O
in_the city; they run upon the wall, they climb up into the
houses! they enter in at the windows like a thief, The earth 10
quakes before them; the heavens tremble: the sun and the
moon are darkened, and the stars withdraw their shining: and 11
the Lorp utters his voice before his army: for his camp is very
great: for he who executes his word is strong: for the day of

the Lorp is great and very terrible; and who can abide it? Yet 12
even now, says the Lorp, turn to me with all your heart, and

with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning: and rend;( 13

- your hearts, and not your garments, and turn to the Loro your.

Goo: for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and great in

love, and repents of evil. Who knows whether he will not tum 14
and relent, and leave.a.blessing behind him: a meal offering

and a drink offering for the Lorp your Gopo?

Yurl,

_(-

% C‘) G 2 - a8 a4 e

o

nge

nv:u; a3 3 »-:‘w R opes wh s n:m
. ____——-——L——-

a4 d4 -

ax

Dipt Iy s abRe-br TR M.
YB3 TR o33 T AT P 02 ’:rma ‘7: witm
'111‘7 el n'm:‘7 B3 80 n:»::‘? -1*‘79 103N
m 7'7:1 ‘7::« 13780 N T ‘7:3 o A e
4 'nw%: a‘r‘gv:;n‘ 133 DrTise WpT .‘7*9:3:: ‘7;:5 751:3
PRYOEY -5y o a3 1080 N33 Dby
'mwB 401 O ¢ 1‘7 m:‘v my%nm TN mw 150D
»‘m hira u»:‘ﬂ 'p‘m'n Asen Sen 'mr':‘v TURM
Ton An AT ST ‘w:-‘w w-mm -1‘7m::
'I‘mc e 'ﬂw ST P D3TRT a‘v:n M egn
%W-T“S oX wﬁm VIS 3T TR 03, W

8 2 -1]yw-‘>m -mn-‘w OB g oo

O3 Y b miRnm I (9 1Y TEp
237 i RaTmD WD AT gy mem on
s I mima viso vn IO

it BoR MY WP BIYTWIR JoN i ugg‘m
A sy pun oy M 3 pIRT At U
Wy 11 m‘?'t INIZ) VT -rw:a hn) uv at1p 93 m"?
DL N Yy - '7» 2 oY u'-r‘m nan 33 ‘7:&
- eI FinaEn 0TI A amm oD
YTIYT m‘7 'wm P31y A 'mm
M '1‘7:& wRT3 RPN M ]*‘m NOPND N2
0y mm:-m Do vrv-‘-): 'm't") '1:'1‘71 03
mm n5:x vR o g o 13 ]"m Hwn
" 03 P p'r: 81 Ypi 3
T m' :30p 1 MMTH RIVD PINT 1300 ‘7: i3
oy 310y, uv-i-m-‘w gt '1rm: ‘mm oy on -r%sm
i 111 2y AR RS’ 1»-mm n"m-nu hiF x*v WIR3
Vi P TR B TET7 BT PN O TR VD
w03 :fy anRb mobsmon ooy 121 v
~wm-‘w m3ye 517: YT |3 DS IR TR OO
Ty oy op3 R 't‘a:m vk :-1'7‘717: arall-ahn
0171233 WD u':v rms"a: oY a‘»n* mEn .'mn‘m
& 3% 373 v noin 1oy -mn‘m D P
]a;‘;’ 1n‘7m:: 933 PP RS IR oy : ot poaw
o323 zar-v-m\n:awv PRI Py x'va UL ok )
DR P PN T s 1333 N um‘vm w39
us‘v o 174 T 1CITA 100N u’::m mg nm wnw
-of 'vm-’: 1137 7Y oWy 13 1ming MRD 3103 fon
vy 13 AimoNy Tpyoa u'v»:» " IRD mm i
-'7~n n:::‘7 w-m “20m3 19331 DY n:::‘v-‘?::
T N8 T U2 c:»-x*vx -n-n-'m = o
PRYT SR 3RD FI0 3 .ny-l-r‘w SN ORI BB
Wpo o3 nw-n-v‘vjon-mm-r:-mv-mx
‘7-:[3 W OISR TN W SRR 1133 o
Mo e inn ry a’-na'mm av'v‘ﬂy oK DYt WP




And it shall come to pass on that day, t.hnf. 718 )

the mountains shall drop down sweet wine, and the hills shall
flow_with milk, and all the water courses of Yehuda shall flow
wn.h water, and a fountain shall issue from the house of thé
Lorp, and shall water the valley of Shittim. Mizrayim shall be
a desolation, and Edom shall be a desolate wilderness, for the
violence done to the children of Yehuda, because they have shed
{nnocent blood in their land. But Yehuda shall remain for ever,
and Yerushalayim from generation to generation. And though
1 have acquitted them, those who shed thelir blood 1 have not
acquitted; and the Loro will dwell in Ziyyon.
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Is such
the fast that I have chosen? a day for a man to afflict his soul?

Is it to bow down his head like a bulrush, and to spread sack-
cloth and ashes under him? wilt thou call this a fast, and an
acceptable day to the Loro? Is not this rather the .fast that I
have chosen? to icose the chains of wickedness, to 'undo the
bands of the yoke, and to let the oppressed go free, and .to
break every yoke? Is it not to share thy bread with the hungry,
and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house?
when thou seest the naked; that thou cover him; and that thou
hide not thyself from thy own flesh? *
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1>

7>721» has a unique characteristic that sets him aside from all other Biblical prophets.
According to Chazal n*731», was not born Jewish, but was an Edomite convert.! Edom,
another name for Esav,? was at times the fiercest enemy of B'nei Yisrael. Only one
chapter in length, n>721» is the shortest single book in Tanach. Since it refers to the fall
of Edom it was chosen as the Haftorah for the Torah portion, Vayishlach which describes
Ya’acov’s confrontation with Esav.

Chazal identify n>721» as the prophet by the same name in Chronicles II 17:7 and Kings
1 18:3.° This would mean he was a contemporary of Elisha or even a younger
contemporary of Eliyahu. Ibn Ezra objects to this opinion because the other texts refer to
721 as one who fears God. If the two are the same, N>731» should have been called
the greater name - a X*23. Ibn Ezra does not suggest a time period, but most modern
commentators place him around the time of the Churban Bet Hamikdash.

T23»’s prophecies are very closely related to what appears in Yirmyahu chapter 49.*
Chazal noticed some differences between the two and attributed this to the k’lal - signon
echad olech I'camah nevi'im v'ein shnei nevi'im niba 'im b’signon echad. Although
Hashem addresses many nevi’im in the same way, no two nevi’im impart that nevu’ah in
exactly the same way.’

Edom in Chazal
Chazal identified Edom as Rome.® They saw all the evils and violence of Esav in the
lifestyle of the Romans. Edom’s fall would give rise to Israel’s aspirations. This was
based midrashically on Bereishit 25:23 ¥nx> Oxon ox2).” Edom further evolved to refer
to Christianity, especially the church. Historically, Edomites were converted to Judaism
at approximately 50 BCE. Edom’s role in the destruction of Yerushalayim and the Bet
Hamikdash can be derived from Tehillim 137:7-9 and Eicha 4:21. n>723» calls for God’s
wrath to be poured upon Edom for their cruelty to Israel.

! Sanhedrin 39

? Bereishit  25:30

¥ Notice that n>121» was yarei et Hashem m’od. Sometimes a ger or a ba’al t’shuva can teach us about
Yirat Shamayim.

* Hence the placement of 121 around the time of Yirmyahu.

3 See Abarbanel, Yirmyahu 49 for comments on this.

¢ Sifre V’zot Habrachah et. al.

7 See Rashi Ber. 25:23



1. -lJYN€ - the nevi'im who heard from Hashem about the future of Edom including

Yeshayahu, Yirmyahu and Amos. Whose
Ovadiyah.

2'3 - a messenger
2. Edom was never a major world power

opinion dos this fit regarding the time period of

3. The strategic landscape of Edom made them haughty.

4. The destruction of Edom.

11. Edom's role against Yerushalayim. See Tehillim 137:29 and Eicha 4:21

12.

13. Remember again Eichah 4:21

'N/c- recall Amos 1:11. See also Devarim 23:8. What if they afflict us first?

14. The Torah prohibits returning a runaway slave to his master (Devarim 23:16). How
much more terrible is this. Think of the Poles or Hungarians who were all too happy to turn

in a Jew in flight from the Nazis

’S. Edom will receive the punishment they justly deserve

fe. Remember again Tehillim 137:7-9

18. Bet Yosef - see Rashi on Bereishit 30:25. In the future Mashiach Ben Yosef will destroy
Amalek and die in Milchemet Gog v'Magog. Mashiach Ben David will then rule over Israel

in a peaceful world.

2 1. How does this pasuk shed light on the nature of the judges in
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stood on the crossway, to cut off those of his who escaped;
nor shouldst thou have delivered up those of his who remained

1 N
The vision of ‘Ovadya. Thus says the Loro Gop concerning 1 k  nND U”DWWU‘HRB 'I'L'I’ ’ﬁNﬂDR"ID 'l"'ﬂ)?ﬁm
Edom ; We have heard tidings from the LoRp, and an ambassador 3 'U’l : 'TDHSE
is sent among the nations, Arise, and let us rise up against ' 5 .”5” 'van ‘m’ n‘m c:»u: 'P!’Y mp
her in battle. Behold, I will make thee small among the nations: 2 2 ??V :[R’V'! 3:15 mf ‘1RD 11'\8 m3 g»u: :u-u:u fb’
thou art greatly despised. The pride of thy heart has deceived 3 1 “oN 1P T .
thee, thou who dwellest in the clefts of the rock, whose habi- r R ’11'11 U 1:5: ﬂﬂR 11'12@ Oﬂﬁ }' I _':,
tation is high: who says in his heart, Who shall bring me down :[1711:% oS P O 00D pIom 1@,: T
to the ground? Though thou dost soar aloft like the eagle, and 4 1 'Ln’ N h ]17 .
though thou dost set thy nest among the stars, from there I m TN 7‘7’5 'l"ﬁ &) R: U’:JZ'DR "”
will bring thee down, says the LoRrb. If thieves came to thee, if 5 TIREN 31'71 15 W3 u"mm cﬂ = FFY N151
robbers by night, (how art thou cut off!) would they not have 1 ’VJR ) 3111‘9 .
stolen till they had enough? if the grape gatherers came to thee, ! !D’Q’ IdSa vmm "F’. o4 4 " R
'I1'm "]nn" 9 :P“’
would they not leave some gleanings of grapes? How has ‘Esav ] n JR;I,I:’ h:nﬁ:
been pillaged! how are his hidden things sought out! All the 7 K- qmﬂ}mmmmsﬁmuwm]o' y's
men of thy confederacy have driven thee to the border: the men o R TIAL U nam
who were at peace with thee have deceived thee, and prevailed = m T =t m m UﬁND b’ﬂ:ﬂ
against thee: they who eat thy bread have laid a snare under *oean :?P’ s oona . ’7U7ﬁ Ty Tm V’R'mﬁ’
thee. There is no discernment in him, for shall I not in that 8 gﬂg m mg: wn :'ID 'U”W
day, says the Lorp, even destroy the wise men out of Edom, ® 5 tf m: 5 m:n W
and understanding out of the mount of ‘Esav? And thy mighty 9 W?m "13 n 55W 'ﬂW w2 0’1311 1‘7’!’1
E:n. O Teman, shall be dismayed, to the end that everyone from "335 nnbn"vah 1£DJ ava TW’: 1 0D
mount of ‘Esav may be cut off by slaughter. For thy violence 10 » e
against thy brother Ya'aqov, shame shall cover thee, and thou SN LT m": 3’5 )| U'PR m’ﬂ 'l'ﬂ'l’
shalt be cut off for ever. On the day that thou didst stand aloof, (:: ) ﬁm mo; mm: m N N ’BS?"'BM:
on the day that strangers took captive his substance, and for- @ 1 D'I’R m :
eigners entered into his gates, and cast lots upon Yerushalayim, ’.' .m” n-L)m ﬁ’R U1’:l 1'7’“3 WJﬂBWﬂ"’m
sk then thou too wast one of them. But thou shouldst not have 12 © :117-,; .m m,: 1,-;,-'”-1‘5 o
'?\ ,y looked on the day of thy brother on the day of his misfortune; i n-L)m ”5’175 m n’.‘:.h
2 7 nor shouldst thou have rejoiced over the children of Yehuda on :1;0: j?e‘} js W N’WP WJ 9’13-"',73"7” rnm'm’
,f P'f‘/f the day of their destru.ction; nor shouldst thou have spoken L] wu,-[-ly; mm 9W 1-;-5” Dﬂ’ﬂw WND ,: jﬂR"l:
. proudly on the day of distress. Thou shouldst not have entered 13 » 59 N
into the gate of my people on the day of their calamity; nor e nan T"Y A i m": Lia)! W‘ﬂ U"Im 1’&!’1
shouldst thou have been among those that looked on their afftic- @ -n’; ;-p,-n U'I”W"ﬂﬂ J"IR :Pp, n,: !W‘m m? .',.n
tion on the day of their calamity, nor have laid hands on their U'l’ 17'!1 5
substance on the day of their calamity; nor shouldst thou have (4 3PN R 1W ma 1:'-"7 flm’ R WN :7”’
t

W 2737 v 93 18y n’:B e .'nm-g'n m‘a:m

nl'-l
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on the day of distress. For the day of the Lorp is near upon 15

all the nations: as thou hast done, it shall be done to thee: 3 n‘n'l 'ﬂ"’iﬂ'ﬂk{ (=1 Iﬁnw m nn B’WBR 'I"IW
thy deeds shall return upon thy own head. For as you have 16 n{, - - 5

drunk upon my holy mountain, so shall all the nations drink )] nmr w WJJ R NN '3:‘7 'H‘T"?ﬂ'l
continually, indeed, they shall drink, and they shall swallow @ nwmn 15!?1 $3an " R 1?‘" 77503 'IWR n"ﬂﬁ’
down, and they shall be as though they had not been. But upon 17 n

mount Ziyyon, there shall be deliverance, and there shall be
holiness; and the house of Ya‘aqov shall possess their own
possessions. And the house of Ya'agov shall be fire, and the
house of Yosef flame, and the house of ‘Esav for stubble, and
they shall kindle in them, and devour them; and there shalil
not be any remaining of the house of ‘Esav; for the Lorp has

.n:aBm mm‘a amm ey nene "verh iy M3

spoken it. And they of the Negev shall occupy the mountain of 19

‘Esav; and they of the Shefela the land of the Pelishtim : and N ) N3P
they shall occupy the field of Efrayim and the field of Shomeron: W

and Binyamin shall occupy the Gil‘ad. And this exiled host of 20 )

the children of Yisra'el who are among the Kena‘anim as far as
Zarefat, and the exiles of Yerushalayim who are in Sefarad, shall
occupy the cities of the Negev. And liberators shall ascend
upon mount Ziyyon to judge the mountain of ‘Esav; and the
kingdom shall be the Lorp's.
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YONAH

Yonah was the first navi whose message was the repentance of an entire nation. Before
Yonah, prophets were mostly sent to kings to give a personal message. After Yonah,
prophets such as Yeshayahu, Hosea, Amos and Michah etc. addressed the masses. What is
so unique about Yonah is that he wasn't even sent to Bnei Yisrael (see 2 Kings, 14:25). In
his book he did not address a single word to B'nei Yisrael, and his entire prophetic is five
words (Od Arba'im Yom v'Ninveh Nehepachet). The storyline is Yonah's main message and
it was considered so powerful as to be read as the haftorah on Mincha of Yom Kippur, in
order to prepare the congregation for Ne'lah.

The story teaches us that G-d cares for all his living creatures and has universal concern for
the salvation of man, even for idolaters. We also learn from the story that, ultimately, the
will of G-d always prevails. He has many services at his disposal to fulfill that will, such as
the wind, the storm, the lottery, the great fish, the gourd tree and so on. As Yom Kippur
draws to a close, Yonah's story bids us to open our hearts to G-d. Of course, it is not
possible to keep any secrets from G-d, but only by opening our hearts will we be able to
admit to ourselves and therefore to G-d what lies inside.

All commentaries on Yonah grapple with his escape. Doesn't Yonah know that man can't
hide from G-d? Most commentaries answer that Yonah did not want the repentance of
Ninveh to weigh negatively against his own people who were not repenting. Abravanel
points out that Ninveh is the capital of Ashur, a country that would shortly destroy the
northern kingdom of Israel. Yonah, as a prophet, foretold this event and did not want to be
the one responsible for Ashur's salvation. Better to escape and risk G-d's wrath than have
a hand in Israel's destruction. There is a Midrash that compares Yonah with Eliayahu.
According to this Midrash, Eliayahu cared much more for G-d than for Bnei Yisrael. He
even spoke against B'nei Yisrael to G-d! (1 Kings 19:14) Yonah, by comparison, cared much
more for B'nei Yisrael than for G-d, as we can see by his attempted escape from his mission
to Ninveh. Yonah could not be persuaded to deliver G-d's message to Ninveh, not even by
the threat of the death penalty, the punishment for suppressing prophecy. (Sanhedrin 89a)
Yonah prepares himself to face death as the consequence for his actions a number of times
throughout the story. Yonah, however eventually learns the error of his ways, prays for G-d's
salvation and carries out His will.

One has to wonder why it was that Ninveh was so impressed with Yonah's five words that
the entire city was motivated to commit so deeply sincere and widespread an act of
repentance. Ibn Ezra suggests that the sailors who had manned the ship Yonah had been
fleeing on were responsible for the deep impression the Hebrew prophet was able to make
on the city of Ninveh. These sailors and others from nearby ships, were witnesses as the
great tempest miraculously turned to calm once Yonah was thrown overboard. When the
prpophet actually surfaced in Ninveh, alive and well, three days later the astonished sailors
recounted their miraculous tale to the people of the city. So impressed were the people by
the sailors' story, that when Yonah issued a call to the city to repent from their previous
ways, all of Ninveh listened to his words and did T'shuva before G-d.




In thus doing G-d's will, the people of the Ninveh had materialized Yonah's greatest fears.
Yonah's own people had ignored his warnings of their downfall, yet Ninveh had repented
and been saved in the eyes of G-d. So greatly distressed was the prophet by this situation -
for which he was partly responsible - that he wished yet again for death, in order to avoid
living to see the consequences of his own prophecy. Through the parable of the gourd
(kikayon), which miraculously springs up and perishes in one day, G-d teaches Yonah that
He, Ruler of the World, cares for all the living things he has created. Thus, G-d
demonstrates to Yonah that if he would reconsider, from this point of view, the life of the
great city of Ninveh, as well as the individual lives of its many thousands of inhabitants, he
would understand why Ninveh was saved from destruction.

Yonah has a powerful message of individual, human salvation and redemption, yet,
remarkably, he stands out as the only prophet in the entire Bible who says not a single word
about the future salvation and redemption of his own people. Every single prophet in
Neviim refers to G-d's future redemption of B'nei Yisrael, except Yonah. Perhaps the
message of Yonah is that only through our own individual redemption can we hope to
achieve redemption for all of B'nei Yisrael.




Chapter 1
1-3  Yonah suppresses his nvuah

4-16 G-d turns Yonah's flight around

Exercise: -
Introduce the concept of Milat Manchah (a word or words that surface repeatedly in a story.
i.e. Av and Ben in the story of Akedat Yitzhak.) Find the Milat Minchah in chapter one.

Chapter 2
1-10 Yonah in the whale and his prayer.

Question: Yonah adds Tshuva as part of his prayer. Find the reference of T'shuva.

11 Yonah is saved

Chapter 3:
1-3  Yonah goes to Ninveh

4 What did Yonah mean by nehepechet? See Rashi.
5-10 Ninveh's T'shuva is accepted.

Chapter 4:
1-4 Yonah's reaction to the T shuva

5-11 Midos of Hashem
What message was Yonah supposed to get from the kikayon?
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Why do we read 117> on Yom Kippur
Mincha? (3 reasons) '

Why did 11 17° try to escape?
(2 reasons)

Compare i1]1° and 111°7X.

Why was 11171 so quick to repent?
Besides never sayingaword to X W >J1in
his book, in what other way does 1] 17 stand

outasX>317?

How can 023912 113231307 OVIW W be
in any case?

Introduce 11137 N2N.
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Michah's prophecies can be broken down into three sections:

1) Chapters 1-3 - rebuke and punishment
2) Chapters 4-5 - consolation (nechamah)
3) Chapters 6-7 - mussar, introspection and prayer

Michah was a contemporary of Yeshayahu, Hosea and Amos and spoke mainly alongside
Yeshayahu, to the kingdom of Yehudah (Hosea and Amos spoke to the kingdom of
Ephrayim). Michah's main call of prophecy is against social disorder. He also mentions
avodah zara, but to a much lesser extent than Hosea and Amos. Michah expresses a message
which Chazal considered to contain 3 fundamental principles whereby Judaism stands.!

Michah, for a book of only seven chapters refers quite often to Torah characters. Avraham
~and Ya'akov (7:5), Moshe, Aharon and Miriyam (3:8), Bilam and Balak (5:6) are all
mentioned.

During the time of Michah, the northern tribes of Israel were threatened by Ashur and
banded together with the king of Aram to ward off the more powerful Ashur. This coalition
wanted the kingdom of Yehudah to join as well. The king of Yehudah at the time was
Achaz. Yeshayahu convinced him not to join the coalition, proclaiming that any nation that
did would soon be destroyed. Yeshayahu's words soon came true, as Aram was destroyed
in 730 BCE and the Northern Kingdom in 722 BCE. The story of this coalition can be found
in Yeshayahu perek 7.

Michah and Yeshayahu share a few similar prophecies, the most famous being: "Lo yisa goy
el goy cherev v'lo yilmadu od milchamah." Yeshayahu gets credit for it at the "Isaiah Wall."

In a rarity for Tenach, Michah is mentioned in a story that appears in Sepher Yirmiyahu.
This story is told in Yirmiyahu perek 26 and attests to Michah's success as a navi.

Chapter 1
After introducing the glory of G-d, Michah lists the sins of Shomron and Yerushalayim, as

well as their respectlve punishments. Michah lists twelve areas in the kingdom of Yehudah
that will receive divine punishment.

Chapter 2 |
Michah complains about the people's pursuit of pleasure and oppression. Michah especially

rebukes those who speak against him, and the false prophets, who had a wide following

1 Macot 24a. Habakuk, according to the Gemarrah, further
reduced the basis of Yahadut to Emunah from which all other
elements of the religion flow. Emunah in unanswered questions is a
main theme of the entire book of Habakuk.




amongst the prophets.? This prophecy ends with two p'sukim of nechamah of G-d himself
leading our king.

The sins of chapter one are different from chapter 2. How?

Chapter 3
Prophecy against the leaders of Israel.

1-4  Kings and Governors

5-7 Prophets

8 Contrast of Michah

9-12  Judges, prophets and builders of Yerushalayim.

This is the first time any navi ever said the likes of verse 12!

See the last Gemarrah in mesechet macot with Rabbi Akivah and his friends. Why was
Rabbi Akivah consoled? After all, Yerushalayim was still in a state of destruction!

Chapter 4 '
This chapter introduces the section of the book on consolation.

1-4  Reads like 1 Yeshayahu 2:1-5.2

5 How does this fit in the light of 1-2?*

6-7 Hashem will rule over the entire Jewish Nation in Zion.

8-14 Hashem will save B'nei Yisrael from her enemies.

11-13 The nations that gather to destroy Yerushalayim will themselves be destroyed This
is a specific nevu'ah to the goyim to stay away from Yerushalayim or risk i mcurnng the wrath
of Hashem.

Chapter 5
This chapter refers to B'nei Yisrael's strength against the goyim, with a special reminder at

the end that this power comes only from Hashem.

1. Bet Lechem Ephrata - See Bereishit 35:19; 48:7. David Hamelech came from Bet Lechem
(I Samuel, 16:1)

Tsa'ir - David was the youngest of Yishai's children (1 Samuel 16:11)

2. A n'vuah that is perhaps clearer in Hoshea 2:2 and Yechezkel 36. The two kingdoms of
Israel at this time were bitter enemies.

3-5 If there is Shalom, then Ashur won't succeed

2 Introduce the concept of navi sheker and why it affected
Amos, Michah, Yirmyahu and Yechezkel most especially.

3 Introduce ein shnei nevi'im mitnabim b'signon echad and the
slight differences between these two. See a similar phenomenon 1n
Yeremiyahu 49 and Ovadiyah. See Sanhedrin 89.

4 piscuss shituf briefly and the question of Christianity from
Ba'alei Tosafot with respect to B'nei No'ach.

- -




6-19 Everything comes from Hashem.

Chapter 6

1-5 G-d's complaint against B'nei Yisrael.

5. What does the pasuk say about Bilam's role in the story of Ba'al Pe'or? (Bamidbar 25)°
6-8. What does G-d want from us? A word on korbanot. See Macot 24. Define Tsniut from
the Gemarrah. How does this definition lend new meaning to Tsniut?

9-16. Warnings to B'nei Yisrael if they don't repent from their violent ways

16. Omri and Achav - background in M'lachim 1, 16; 21-33

Chapter 7
1-7. Michah laments the deteriorating situation in Israel.

2. Avad chasid min Ha'aretz. What is a chasid?

Use Yirmyahu 3:1-12 to teach the meaning of chasidut.

8-13. G-d will cleanse the people and the land. This process can be compared to stirah al
menat livnot. See Malbim to Yirmyahu 1.

14-17. Because of z'chut avot, Israel will merit great miracles as in the time of Yetsi'at
Mitzrayim. What type of gilui shechina are we awaiting for Yemot Hamashiach. Rambam,
Ramban - 2 different opinions

18-20. Try to find as many of the 13 midot as you can in these last few p'sukim. This is why
these p'sukim were added to Haftorah of Shabbat Shuvah. Demonstrate the scales of justice
and nosei avon v'over al pesha.

Discuss ma'avir al hamidot from the previous pasuk.

5 Nowhere in this perek are we told that Ba'al Pe'or was
Bilam's idea. Michah blames it on Bilam through the reference of --
------- (Bamidbar, 25;1). Actually, the Torah itself alludes to
Bilam's role in this averah (Bamidbar, 31;16). Ask the students why
they think the Torah didn't refer to Bilam in the story when it
actually happened.

-1 -
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With what shall I come before the Lorp, and bow myself before
the high Gop? shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves of a year old? will the Lorp be pleased with thou-
sands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil? shall I
give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for

the sin of my soul? He has told thee, O man, what is good; and’

what does the Lorp require of thee, but to do justly, and to love
true loyalty, and to walk humbly with thy Goo?

thereof divine for money: yet will they lean upon the Loro,
and say, Is not the Lorp among us? no evil can come upon us.
Therefore shall Ziyyon for your sake be ploughed like a field,
and Yerushalayim shall become heaps of rubble, and the moun-
tain of the house like the high places of the forest.

Then said the princes and all the people
to the priests and to the prophets; This man is not worthy to
die: for he has spoken to us in the name of the Lorp our Gob.
Then rose up certain of the elders of the land, and spoke to all
the assembly of the people, saying, Mikha the Morashti prophe-
sied in the days of Hizqiyyahu king of Yehuda, and spoke to all
the people of Yehuda, saying, Thus says the Lorp of hosts;
Ziyyon shall be plowed like a field, and Yerushalayim shall be-
come heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places
of a forest. Did Hizgiyyahu king of Yehuda and all Yehuda put
him to death? did he not rather fear the Lorp, and beseech
the Lorp, and the Lorp repented of the evil which he had pro-
nounced against them ? And shall we bring such a great evil
against our souls?

they were coming up to Jerusalem together, and Just as they came
to Mount Scopus they saw a fox emerging from the Holy of Holes.
They fell a-weeping and R. Akiba seemed merry. Wherefore, said

12

16

17
18

19

D 990K Y Am-nx 8T ROT TS
L d r T = L |

Pt
W
"4Y9 13 107 1999 1t i mbaeg e
TN 20 B3 77 AT 952 Pon w3 139
P22 YI¥T) R R B3R Py 2 Jon v

ooy
51 wipps 1023 RN 14 rng i wise

y;"; i) w‘?y RIAN"ND V3923 e by i uyp
379 wian py bherm PINN 110 iy p3bbe
e T SR A iy S

FW! b

oy7~h3) o vk
'3 MEBEYD T o oo oua-be
PIRT 2P0 DO 0PN a0 39 wy a_c' T owa
N2 00 70K 0 r1p-ba-0x 1
Y i By-hy- R T8N mmon pm
O DY BN A1 16y ARy M ) R
=28 wipm WAL Nt s n1g::::5 n_;;g =
2
T U O 2T Ay i o

- openrhy sy

Once again

/‘ o
AN ON 12

they to him, are you merry? Said he: Wherefore are you weeping?
Said they to him: A place of which it was once said, And the common
man that draweth nigh shall be put to death,$ is now become the haunt
of foxes, and should we not weep? Said he to them: Therefore am
I merry; for it is written, And I will take to Me faithful witnesses to
record, Uriah the priest and Zechariah the Son of Jeberechiah.7 Now
what connection has this Urizh the priest with Zechariah? Urizh
live during the times of the first Temple, while [the other,] Zecha-
riah lived [and prophesied] during the second Temple; but Holy-
Writ linked the [Jater] prophecy of Zechariah with the [earlier]

prophecy of Uriah, In the [eax-'lier] proéﬁééy

[in the days) of Uriah

it is written, Therefore shall Zion for your sake be ploughed as a field etc.!
In Zechariah it is written, Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, There shall
yet old men and old women sit in the broad places of Jerusalem,? so long
as Uriah’s [threatening] prophecy had not had its fulfilment, I had
misgivings lest Zechariah's prophecy might not be fulfilled; now
that Uriah's prophecy has been (terally] fulfilled, it is quite certain
that Zechariah’s prophecy also is to find its literal fulfilment.
Said they to him: Akiba, you have comforted us! Akiba, you

have comforted us!
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out of their holes like crawling things of the earth: they shaj)
be afraid of the Loro our Gob, and shall fear because of thee,
Who is a Goo like thee, who pardons iniquity, and forgives the
transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he does not main-
taln his anger for ever, because he delights in mercy. He will
again have compassion upon us; he will suppress our iniquities,
And thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea;
thou wilt show truth to Ya‘agov, loyal love to Avraham, as
thou hast sworn to our fathers from days of old.
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Introduction: The prophets of <1735 were not only sent to deliver a message concerning Bnei
Yisroel. Three prophets of 9w »1 spoke exclusively concerning foreign nations. 7y spoke of
1332, 7T72I» spoke of MIX, and 0IN) spoke of MWK, According to Seder Olam, o) lived
during the reign of Mt y3 NWIN (697-642 BCE). During that time 9 W ruled much of the
world with an iron fist. Upon conquering a nation they would displace the population in what
has become known as /870 51253, The last king of the 10 tribes was Nox y3 »W0 and he
and his kingdom were exiled by 9vXm5w in 722 BCE. (3-X:t>'2 ©°29n). tNX, the king of
7790 at that time tried to appease 9WX by importing Assyrian N9t DAY into OXIWVIT. INXR’S
son >ptN rebelled against Assyria (+:1> 2n) and survived an onslaught of 2>91M)v against
oW in 701 BCE. 2»3mv laid siege to 09wy with 185,000 men ready to attack in the
morning. During the night, they were all slain by an angel (> 799 979 2”n). Assryian sources
refer to a plague that wiped out thousands of soldiers during a campaign at this time. *pt’s
son NI brought back the idolatry of Assyria, and ruled N> for 55 years. His sins were even
worse than tNx’s. He was carried off into exile by Assyria (2> - >:a2 2777). DWW repented and
returned to ©°5WI7> (O - 22 277T). PWIN’Ss son PAN continued in his wickedness and only
ruled 2 years. (12-v>:X2 X”n). His son y1>Wx> ruled at the tender age of 8 and was a very good
king (32 75 2”n), and gained freedom for Israel from 99WNX. At about 620 BCE the kingdom
of 9YWNX began to crumble and this is the main theme and prophecy of the book of ona.

Literary Note: As we have seen in previous 9> >35 books, o) uses alliteration. See >: R,
N>:a. These terminologies were meant to make a more memorable impression on the listeners.

Chapter 1

(x) M) is the capital of 9WN (x> HPWVNII)

(2) We know ‘N is a jealous God from the 779 (n:12”Ww). What do o>&>2) mean when they
attribute such feelings to ‘n? See {7779 - v>:t ‘NI .

(3-3) ‘D controls all of nature and will now use that power against 97Wi.

(t)*n will stand up for sx9w> "3 .

(x>-1) 7WN’s brazenness (see N>-7:> 1PPV?)

(7-2%)*n will destroy 9w and no longer afflict 59w )2,

Chapter 2
(>-8) N7 will be redeemed from the burdens of 9WK.

(x>-77) 97WN’s war against her enemies.
(7°-2°) 7WN’s tyrannical kingdom will exist no longer.

Chapter 3
The nations will rejoice in the downfall of 91Wx.

See the campaign of O>9%1 against WK and 3>WNX>’s involvement 7-v23:32 2n,
T2-2:12 2707, Discuss the strategic implications of this campaign and why y>WX> fought
oINn.

Questions - Knowing what we do about 91WR, can you give a reason for 131> refusing to deliver a
message of repentance to them?




1.

Mpan
Introduction

Very little background is known of pPan. According to Seder Olam, he spoke
alongside 0N3 and 98V, during the reign of MWIN' (697-642 BCE). According to Chazal,
?pan was the lad resuscitated by YWONR (*9-M> ;7 1"n). See the linguistic connection at

WO TaAM.

Ppan foretold the coming destruction at the hands of Babylonia. The Assyrian
kingdom was weakened by Egypt and Babylonia and Israel was caught between those two
countries. Egypt killed %W»wx> (609 BCE) and appointed D071 asking. After Egypt was
subdued by Babylonia and ©*P" was taken captive by Babylonia and died (597 BCE). His
son 2> ruled for 3 months and he too was taken captive to Babylonia along with all the
influential people, leaving behind only the poor and the uneducated. The Babylonians
appointed YW’y asking and heruled for 11 years until the destruction of Jerusalem and the
exile in 586 BCE. The Babylonians led by WNN)T1D11), appointed DN )2 iP5T) as
governor of M. He was assassinated by those who saw him as a mere puppet of
YSNITON) and many Jews then fled to Egypt for fear of Babylonian reprisal. ayyNITD11)
ruled until 560. His grzindson, NN ruled until 539, when Babylonia was subdued by
wM>’,  WMD, acting out a prophecy of WPYWw’, invited the Jews to return to their
homeland®. This fulfills the prophecy of 1PN N2> that Pypan refers to.

PPN is perhaps most famous for his brazen attacks against evil and for putting the
burden on Hashem to answer for such evil. 9"tn called this N5yn *a%> o131 Mwn’. And
although ™{Pan is not the only one in 7"3N to do this®, no one is as harsh as he, with the
possible exception of 21N, PP2aN himself however, admitted that Hashem’s world is the best
it can possibly be given the constraints of free will 71 ;7,1.

The reason given in Seder Olam chapter 20 for NWY3's name not appearing in these

books is because of his wickedness.

5

that 2WpNITONYs kingdom would last 70 years ( T-M:nD WP ) WnY foretold a

539 is exactly 70 years from W¥N)TD11Y's ascension to the throne. W07 foretold

separate 112WN of 70 years dating from WIPHN 11 12N (1020307 ). These two
NMavN caused a degree of confusion as to when the 70 years would be over.
(s2e © P9 IRMT).

3.

NI WY

See the veryend of D1 127 and its continuing story in the beginning of XY 190,

NY moM

0NN - N2 -2 WUNT
nwn - 1230 11702
yone - T oyony

YWrnTY - N2 0T
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(1-N) : Harsh rebuke of Hashem!
(N> - 1) : The Babylonians will wreak havoc on Israel
(2°) : Hashem is behind it all
MNI RS - 2 interpretation
(1) 019D
(2) D90 PN

Elaborate on D910 PN

(¥>-») New claims against Hashem
See what ¥ M271 derives from WAn PYIN ywa yo11 (V)
How is man like a fish? see 1>V NSnp

279

(2 - R) Ppan expects an answer from Hashem

(N -23) Thereis an order to the world, but you have to wait patiently for it to be understood.

(5 -1) 6sections beginning with "N, all referring to the folly of 9212’s destruction and her
ultimate destruction, for Hashem always gets the last word.

2_P19

511 will be destroyed and SN 1 will be redeemed. The return of Hashem’s presence to
SN "1 is referred to in a similar way as we find in the beginning of YNt 190, This
chapter is asdifficult to understand as NP 190 and together, they are the sources of much
of NYap and the A known as N2> NWYN. One can say they are as different to
understand as the problem of evil itself.

Conclude with a general discussion on
1Dy PN
15 2101 Yy

73 mon reduces the fundamental principles of Judaism to a 7795 in pypan,
“nn> wWmnnna P87, Discuss the significance of the fact that this 7799 comes from ?pan.
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Introduction: 17398 addressed 58w *)2 during the reign of yn>wx> (640-609 BCE). His
contemporaries were 19> and 172N, Chazal say that #7730 spoke to the women, 31°19> in
the streets and public squares, and 7°19¥ to individuals.'

m19%’s 1% NX12) (chapter 1) is very harsh and speaks of nmn>’s utter destruction, with not a

"~ word of consolation. 1°9%’s second NX23 (chapter 2) calls upon 89w *12 to repent, as this is
the only way to survive the impending doom. 139X refers here to the remnant of Israel

(>n» IRWY; T P2 TINY ; 20 I9M). Israel will have a 9>Ixw, unlike pny, axnm,
DoNWIa ete. MWK will be destroyed and this was surely considered good news for Ix9w~ ~12.
79%’s 3™ X121 (chapter 3) continues to refer to the errant ways of 9x9W> »32 and their
consequences. 1°19% concludes with messages of 01 N>9NK, as follows.

(1) All nations will return to Hashem.

(2) There will no longer be wicked people among X9Ww> >32.
(3) The poor will survive in their NN

(4) The survivors will remain in Israel, with pva in Hashem
(5) 89w >12 will rejoice in Hashem’s kingship

(6) Hashem will rejoice in SX9W> *32’°s redemption

(7) All exiles will return to Israel

(8) The return to Israel will be a world famous event.

X P9

(3-X) 9ON VW7 - 719N is a contemporary of 31°17° and the two often used similar
VY (see 1 ‘n°)> TOK can be a X1 for good. Here as in 3°17 its bad.

(1) 2»2 - See »v11 199, chapters 1-3.

(»-1) The sins of the idolaters

(t) ‘0 @ is sometimes good - *aXIn T and sometimes bad n>n ©m». Which is this?
(M) Discuss o0 mipn. Its practice then had underpinnings of 79t N2,

(v) Against tax collectors who amass great wealth for their kings at the expense of the
o» pn. (Recall »» omny).

(x>-») Cries of the people because of perversion of justice.

(2>) No one can escape from Hashem. Today, even though we have flashlights, many still prefer
to do yan 1j>>72 with a candle. They use this 719 as their basis.

(n~->>) What will happen when the “h 0y arrives? What additional image of 9.9V is
given at t 7957 Surely not one of N7Na!

2 _?21a
(%) 57tn learn an important lesson from this 9.’

(>-2) A call for the wicked to repent.
(»o-7) Downfall of the nations.

! See Yalkut Shimoni »°17° - 3797 ™!
% See the introduction of X173 N»7 to M39% pp.7-9
5 See w7 WO - 3P KON KA
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(7-x) The sorry state of leadership in Israel.

(r-n) The inhabitants of O>2w1> are not repenting and they deserve their punishment.

(>-1n) The nations of the world will come to know ‘n. Elaborate on the position of the nations at
the end of days from ‘a M»W», T N3, WPV PO, I PO,

(5-%°) The remnant of Israel shall return.

In every generation, Jews have been presenting the sign of redemption as being indent in their
own time. What is the clearest event today of the first sign of our redemption?




