Rabbi Schwartz Bible 2555 A

JEREMIAH MAJOR TOPICS
Chapter
1-20 PERSONALITY OF THE PROPHET
Compare prophetic initiation with that of Moéhe, Shmuel, Yeshayahu and
Yechezkel
2-3 RELATIONSHIP OF HASHEM TO HIS PEOPLE AS HUSBAND AND
WIFE
Similar messages of Shir Hashirim and Hoshea
Polemics of chosen nation status and the 10 lost tribes
4-6 Review questions
7-26 PHYSICAL MANIFESTATIONS OF HASHEM’S RELATIONSHIP
WITH MAN, ANIMAL AND GRAIN SACRIFICE, MISHKAN, ARON
KERUVIM, LUCHOT, HEICHAL HASHEM
8-9 HAFTARAT TISHA B’AV
10 PLANETARY INFLUENCE, DESTINY AND MAZAL
11-12 ANATOT, THE PROPHET’S RELATIONSHIP TO HIS PEOPLE
Theodicy in Tanach. Compare to theological questions of Avraham,
Moshe, David, Shlomo, Eliyahu, Yonah, Chavakuk, Iyov
13-20 Review questions
21-22 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF KINGS

23 FALSE PROPHETS




24 PEACE WITH BABYLONIA

25-29 SEVENTY YEAR EXILE

27-30 Review questions

31 PROMISES OF REDEMPTION

32-52 B’kiut; readings and archaeological connections

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

Text of Jeremiah 1-36 with traditional commentaries of Mikraot
Gedolot, Abravanel, Malbim, Da'at Mikra.

Booklet distributed containing background material in areas of
history, geography, midrashic 11terature, biographical
literature, introductions of various commentaries etc.

Supplementary questions on chapters 4-6; 13-20; 27-30; 32-36.

Needed for every class: Mikraot Gedolot & Full Tanakh.

(5) Course Requirements

(A) Supplementary reading questions to be turned in on last day
of semester.

(B) Midterm based on outside readings.

(C) optional paper to boost grade: Must be turned in before
last class of semester.

(D) Final Exam.
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1. opening mission
2. acouple
3. adivorce
4.  destruction
5. help b
6.  Shalom Shalom
7.  sacrifice 4
8. nature runs its course :
9. TishaB’Av:
10. IX9WD ot PN
11. Anatot
12, 79058 0w 777 70
13, X
14. mAaxa :
15. 9xmw nwn E

16. NON NP NS

17. »avw nnvw

18. %992 9o mn oo
19. pnapa

20. 92N KD J255 NN
21. Kings , .,
22. Kings E
23, apw N ‘
24. Good figs, bad figs ‘
25, MY D°»aW, MYID »3INR i
26. True nature of ‘n
27. 70 years — yokes
28. broken yoke

29. 70 years

30. Sny MAav HX NIV
31. ™3 5» n5an bnn

32. buy land

33. D8 Nny :
34. 52y, a2y T3y E
35. a5y yamr ;

36. 199 nban

37. a7y peace with 522
38. PN saves yrn° 4
39. the conquest be gins '
40. Jews allowed to stay '
41. ™57 is killed 1
42.  appeal to y 0>

43.  9pw - farce !

44. message to Jews in O*8n
45. ™ E I

46-51 oo X°3)

52. ©owis destroyed
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1448

KINGS OF JUDAH AND ISRAEL

’ch .
RexosoaM (17 years) ... ... . 930 .. w (22 years) Jeronoam [
ABUAM (3 years) e 914 °
m' 4l yars) ... ... .. M2
910 ... ... (2 yean) NiDAR
909 ... .. (24 years) BaasHa
886 (2 years) Ex'm
. 886 - ... (7 days) Zivy
886 ... .. (12 years) (Tibtni) OMR1
875 ... (22 years) AAAI
JEHOSHAPHAT (25 years) 872 .
853 .. we {2 years) AHAZIAH
852 ... .. (12 years) Joram
JoraM Byearns) .. o .. 848 -
AHAZIAH (1 year) (ATHALIAK (7 years]) ... 841 (28 years) JEHU
Joash (40 years) 8 ' :
$13 (17 years) JEHOAMAZ
798 (16 years) Joasu
'AMAE‘\“ (29 years) 796
*Uz2L1an (32 years): 783 (41 years) Jeaowoam 11
Jotiaks {0 yeare, - 157
743 ... . ZECHAKIAN
43 ... .. .. (pro Egyptian) Suattim
. 43 ... ... (pro Assyrian) MeNaliZM
ARaZ (16 years) e 742
734 ... (pro Assyrian) PcxaHian
733 (pro Egyptian) Pexrau
. 730 .. {pro Assyrian)} Hosira
Hezekian (29 years) ... ... ... .726 '
722 . Fall of Samaria: End of
Mawisceu (SSyears) ... .. .. 696 the Northern Kingdom
AMON (2Qyears) ... .. ... 64
oslan (31 years) .. ... 639
- (3 months) ... .. 608
Jenoiakim (11 years) 608

JenoaicHin] (3 months) 597
ZEDEXIAH (11 years 597

Destruction of the First Temple; The First
Exile .. 3586

* Prom the death of Joash to the accemsion of Ahaz is a period of 33 years, countin( both dates inclusive.
The long reign of Uzziah can be explained. by da:inf it from some lime in the reign of his father
Amazish (possibly after his defeat by Joash of lsrael) until his death in 742. For a part of that period

be was incapacitated from ruling because of his leprosy. That would explain the reign of his son jotham.
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JEREMIAH

1 The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, one of the priests at

Anathoth in the territory of Benjamin.
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‘*The word of the L.orD came to me:

* Before I created you in the womb, I selected you;
Before you were born, I consecrated you;
I appointed you a prophet concerning the nations.

61 replied:

Ah, Lord Gob!

I don’t know how to speak,

For I am still a boy.

7 And the Lorp said to me:

Do not say, “I am still a boy,”

But go wherever I send you

And speak whatever I command you.
* Have no fear of them,

For I am with you to deliver you
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—declares the Lorp.
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JEREMIAHS  FRAT PROPYECIES SeT THE STAce For H(™ I7
|
! YThe word ol the Logp came o me: What do you sce, Jere-
miah? | replicd: I see a branch of an almond tree.® mm
* The Lokw said to me: ,,_r: TEN) VDT 7T AR TENY 9x Meaae
Y h: 1 r} . 3
ou frave seen nigat, P n1~:'15 P va M TN .nm Y
For 1 am watchful® to bring My word 1o pass. owis - .
’5.\‘ ! 11-n-1:1 m -mwB by L

L 2 -

'3 And the word of the Lorp came to me a second time: What e -m-; »x\ nﬁ; "o 7T‘N1 -;Nj il i~ 1):3‘7 ns 103
do you see? I replied: )
I see a steaming pot,
“Tipped away from the north.” NG ’:'f"’
4 And the Lorp said to me: '
From the north shall disaster break loose
Upon all the inhabitants of the land!
'"For I am summoning all the peoples
| - 3 K-{ - of the kingdoms of the north . O ,
l —dcclares the Lorp. N E
|
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' See, I appoint you this day
Over nations and kingdoms:
To uproot and 10 pull down,
To destroy and 10 overthrow,
‘T'o build and 10 plant.

[

VARN N &

Do not break down before them,
Lest I break you before them.
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16 The word of the LLorD came to me:

?You are not to marry and not to have sons and daughtcrs in
this place. ¥ For thus said the Lorp concerning any sons and
daughters that may be homn in this place, and concerning the

$ATNY 9N MMz e R L
SpI3 Mmoo P v-j'.\vw TR 5 opanad

mothers who bear them, and concerning the fathers who beget

@ SPoke  AGCANST THe
WiTH THE LITTLE de o
EvEnN  THE PFockf  DIONT

*T thought: These are just poor folk;

They act foolishly;

For they do not know the way of the Lorb,
The rules of their God.

OFFRESS(ON ¢F THE

LISTEN

POOR AN D 30 To  PART

(ctoph 32

5So I will go to the wealthy

And speak with them:

Surely they know the way of the Lorb,
The rules of their God.

But they as well had broken the yoke,
Had snapped the bonds.
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5 Roam the streets of Jerusalem,
Search its squares,
Look about and take note:
You will not lind a man,
There is none who acts justly,
Who seeks integrity—
That I should pardon her.
?Even when they say, “As the Lorbp lives,”
They are sure to be swearing falsely.
*O Lorbp, Your eyes look for integrity.
You have struck them, but they sensed no pain;
You have consumed them, but they would accept
no discipline.
They made their faces harder than rock,
They refused 1o wrn back.
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' Woc is me, my mother, th you ever bore me—
A man of conllict and strile with all the land!

I have not lent,

And I have not borrowed:

Yet everyone curses me.
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'* The Lorp informed me, and ] knew—
Then You let me see their deeds. .

" For I was like a docile lamb

Led to the slaughter;

I did not realize

That it was against me

They fashioned their plots:

“Let us destroy the tree with s fruit,*
Let us cut him off from the land of the living.
That his name be remembered no more!”
% O Lorb of Hosts, O just Judge,

Who test the thoughts and the mind,

Let me see Your retribution upon them,
For I lay my case before You.

*' Assuredly, thus said the Lorp of Hosts concerning the men
of Anathoth who seek your life and say, “You must not prophesy
any more in the name of the Lorp, or you will die by our
hand"—*? assuredly, thus said the Lorp of Hosts: *I am going to
deal with them: the young men shall die by the sword, their boys
and girls shall dic by famine. 2 No remnant shall be left of them,
for I will bring disaster on the men of Anathoth, the year of their
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You will win,” O Lorp, if I make claim against You, -
Yet I shall present charges against You:

Why does the way of the wicked prosper?

Why are the workers of treachery at ease?

*You have planted them, and they have taken root,
They spread, they even bear fruit.

You are present in their mouths,
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But far from their thoughts.

7

19 Oh, my suffering,f my suffering!
How I writhe!

Oh, the walls of my heart!

My heart moans within me,

I cannot be silent;

For *I hear™ the blare of horns,
Alarms of war.

20 Disaster overtakes disaster,

For all the land has been ravaged.
Suddenly my tents have been ravaged,
.In a moment, my tent cloths.

21 How long must I see standards
And hear the blare of horns?

22 My people are stupid,

They give Me no heed;

They are foolish children,

They are not intelligent.

They are clever at doing wrong,
But unable to do right.
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" &When in gricf I would scck comfort, ™ s
My heart is sick within me.

19 “Is not the Lorp in Zion,

Is not her King within her?

Why then did they anger Mc with their images,
With alien futilities?”

Hark! The outcry of my poor people
From the land far and wide:

20 *“Harvest is past,

Summer is gonc,

But we have not been saved.”

? Because my people is shattered 1 am shattered;
I am dejected. scized by desolation.
# Is there no balm in Gilead,

Can no physician be found?

Why has healing not yet

Comte o my poor people?

# Oh, that my head were waler,

My eyes a fount of tears!

Then would I weep day and night
For the slain of my poor people.
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15 Attend and give ear; be not haughty,
For the Lorv has spoken.

16 Give honor to the Lorb your God
Before He brings darkness,

Before your feet stumble

On the mountains in shadow—
When you hope for light,

And it is turned Lo darkness

And becomes deep gloom.

17 For if you will not give heed,

My inmost self must weep,

Because of your arrogance;

My eye must stream and flow

With copious tears,

Because the flock of the Lorp

Is taken captive.
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17 And do vou speak to them thus:
et my eves run with tears,

Day and night let them not ceasc,
For “my hapless people” has suffered
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T SITLATIon

Oh, to be in the desert,

At an encampment for wayfarers!
Oh, to leave my people,

To go away from them—

For they are all adulterers,

A band of rogues.

Y
171 have not sat in the company of revelers
And made merry!
I have sat lonely because of Your hand upon me,
For You have filled me with gloom.
8 Why must my pain be endless,
My wound incurable,
Resistant to healing?
You have been to me like a spring that fails,
Like waters that cannot be relied on.

19 Assuredly, thus said the Lorp:

If you turn back, I shall take you back
And you shall stand before Me;

If you produce what is noble

Out of the worthless,

You shall be My spokesman.

They shall come back to you,

Not you to them.
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7 You enticed me, O Lorn, and I was enticed;
You overpowered me and You prevailed.

I have become a constant laughingstock,
Everyone jeers at me.

8 For every time I speak, I must cry out,
Must shout, “‘Lawlessness and rapine!”

For the word of the LOrRD causes me
Constant disgrace and contempt.

91 thought, “I will not mention Him,

No more will 1 speak in His name”—

But [His word] was like a raging fire in my hearl
Shut up in my bones;

I could not hold it in, T was helpless.

0] heard the whispers of the crowd—
Terror all around:

“Inform! Let us inform against him!™

All my [supposed] friends

Are waiting for me to stumble:

*“Perhaps he can be entrapped,

And we can prevail against him

And take our vengeance on him.”

11 But the Lorp is with me like a mighty warrior;
Therefore my persecutors shall stumble;
They shall not prevail.and shall not succeed.
They shall be utterly shamed

With a humiliation for all time,

Which shall not be forgotten.
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120 Lorp of Hosts, You who test the righteous,
Who examine the heart and the mind,

Let me see Your retribution upon them,

For I lay my case before You.

13 Sing unto the LORD,

Praise the LORD,

For He has rescucd the necdy

From the hands of evildoers!

1 Accursed be the day

That I was born!

Let not the day be blessed

When my mother bore me!

15 Accursed be the man

Who brought my father the news
And said, “A boy

Is born to you,”

And gave him such joy!

16 Let that man® become like the cities
Which the Lorp overthrew without relenting!
Let him hear shrieks in the morning

And battle shouts at noontide—

17 Because [that dgy] he did not kill me before birth
So that my mother might be my grave,

And her womb big [with me] for all time.

'* Why did I ever issue from the womb,

To see misery and woe,

To spend all my days in shame!

v '6 He has broken my teeth on gravel,
Has ground me into the dust.
17 My life was bereft of peace,
I forgot what happiness was.
18] thought my strength and hope
Had perished before the Lorb.
t 9 To recall my distress and my misery
Was wormwood and poison;
20 Whenever 1 thought of them,
I was bowed low.
2! But this do I call to mind,
Therefore 1 have hope:

N 22The kindness of the Lorp has not ended,

His mercies are not spent.
2 They are renewed every morning—
Ample is Your grace!
2 “The Lorp is my portion,” I say with full heart;
Therefore will I hope in Him.
2 The Lorp is good to those who trust in Him,
To the one who seeks Him;
% It is good to wait patiently
Till rescue comes from the Lorb.
¥ It is good for a man, when young,
~To bear a yoke;
28 Let him sit alone and be patient,
When He has laid it upon him.

2 Let him put his mouth to the dust—
There mav vet he hanes




30 | et him offer his cheek to the smiter;
Let him be surfeited with mockery.

D st For the Lord does not
Reject forever,
s2 But first afflicts, then pardons
In His abundant kindness.

33 For He does not willfully bring grief

Or affliction to man,

Y % Crushing under His feet
All the prisoners of the earth.
$5 To deny a man his rights
In the presence of the Most High,
36 To wrong a man in his cause—
This the Lord does not choose.

D % Whose decree was ever fulfilled,

Unless the Lord willed it?

AN 3

38 Is it not at the word of the Most High,

That weal and woe befall?

39 Of what shall a living man complain?

Each one of his own sins!

) 40 Let us search and examine our ways,

And turn back to the Lorb;

41 Let us lift up our hearts with? our hands

" To God in heaven:

42 We have transgressed and rebelled,

And You have not forgiven.

D 4 You have clothed Yourself in anger and pursued us,

You have slain without pity.

4 You have screened Yourself off with a cloud,

That no prayer may pass through.
45 You have made us filth and refuse

In the midst of the peoples.
E 9 46 All our enemies loudly
Rail against us.

16 Then the officials and all the people said to the priests and
prophets, “This man does not deserve the death penalty, for he
spoke to us in the name of the Lorp our God.”

17 And some of the elders of the land arose and said to the
entire assemblage of the people, '8 “Micah the Morashtite, who
prophesied in the days of King Hezekiah of Judah, said to all the
people of jJudah: ‘Thus said the Lorp of Hosts:

“Zion shall be plowed as a field,

Jerusalem shall become heaps of ruins

And the Temple Mount a shrine in the woods.’
¥ Did King Hezekiah of Judah, and all Judah, put him to death?
Did he not rather fear the Lorp and implore the Lorp, so that
the Lorp renounced the punishment He had decreed against
them? We are about to do great injury to ourselves!”

% There was also 2 man prophesying in the name of the Lorp,
Uriah son of Shemaiah from Kiriath-jearim, who prophesied
against this city and this land the same things as Jeremiah. 2! King
Jehoiakim and all his warriors and all the officials heard about his
address, and the king wanted to put him to death. Uriah heard
of this and fled in fear, and came to Egypt. 22 But King Jehoiakim
sent men to Fgypt, Elnathan son of Achbor and men with him to
Egypt. ** They took Uriah out of Egypt and brought him to King
Jehoiakim, who had him put to the sword and hic hadv thrawn
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ROBERT DEUTSCH

ust as archaeological finds flesh out Israelite history,

so they also tell us about Israel’s neighbors and some-

time enemies. Such is the case with the Ammonites,
a people who lived east of the Jordan and fought in
league with the Philistines against the emerging Israel-
ites (Judges 10:7-9). Both Saul and David engaged the
Ammonites in battle (1 Samuel 11; 2 Samuel 11:1). At
one point, David’s forces besieged the Ammonite cap-
ital, Rabbah (2 Samuel 11:1). The remains of the
Ammonite capital lie beneath the modern capital of
Jordan, Amman, whose name preserves the name of
the ancient people.

The Ammonites continued to live across the Jordan
from the Israelites for centuries and are often referred
to in the Bible. Much of what we know about them
we learn from archaeology.

Very recently the seal of an Ammonite king has come
to light. This is the first time that we have found the
seal of an Ammonite king, and this is its first public
announcement. What makes this seal especially excit-
ing is that the king who owned the seal, a certain Ba‘alis,
is also referred to in the Bible.

When the Babylonians conquered Judah in the early
sixth century B.C.E. and destroved Jerusalem, they made
Gedaliah, who was from a prominent Jerusalem fam-

46

Governor

ily, governor of Judah. Gedaliah, how-
ever, was soon murdered, an event stil
commemorated in Jewish tradition by a-
yearly fast. The assassin was sent by none
other than Ba‘alis, king of the Ammonites
(Jeremiah 40:13-41:2). ;

Ba'alis’s seal (shown on the cover of this issue; i
the seal impression appears at right) is made of
brown agate with white bands and is in fact quite
tiny (.5 inches in diameter and .2 inches thick). A
small hole was drilled through the center of the scarab-
shaped seal for the setting, On the seal are three lines
of script, each separated by double rules:

Line 1: [2Jo%2(3] ([16s[T) “[Belonging to]
Ba‘alis[]” §

Line 2: 552 (ml/k) “King of” f

Line 3: ;[2:3]2 (&/nin/n) “Blnei Ammo]n.”

As indicated by the brackets, the first and last letters
in the first line have been reconstructed, but their recon-
struction was easy.’ Almost all seals begin with a limed,
or /, meaning “belonging t0.” The last letter of the line,
also missing, completes the spelling of the name.

Much more needs to be reconstructed in the dam-
aged third line. Only traces of the first and last letrers
are visible: the head of the first letter, ber, and the

BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY REVIEW




i -"The Bible describes ‘the Ammonites’
as constant enemies from Israel's earliest
days in Canaan: “And the Ammonites
crossed the Jordan to fight also against
Judah and against Benjamin and against
the house of Ephraim; so that Israel was
sorely distressed” (Judges 10:9). Ba‘alis,
the early sixth-century B.C.E. king to
whom the seal belonged, continued this
tradition of animosity when he dispatched
an assassin to murder Gedaliah, the Baby-
lonian-appointed governor of Judah. The
assassination is commemorated even today in
Jewish tradition by a yearly fast.

— -
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Date [5( TZONSIruct the lin 1 nei Ammorn—iierally. the
e on: of Ammor. or tne Ammonites—since the named
10th century B.CE. Ll }v" Baalis. 15 knowrn as an Ammonite Lm(‘ Indeed.
10th century B.C.E. ir. :ne Biblical passage that mentions Ba‘alis (]ercmxan
c. 853 B.C.E. S 4(:14). he is referred to as the “King [of the] Bnei
Armmon.” the same term thar we have reconstructed

¢. 735 B.C.E.
herz based on the nrst and las: tetters. The same term
before 701 B.C.E. appears on a well-known bronze borttle, calied a situla

¢.675B.C.E. (pnoto, middle left). found at Tell Siran in Jordan.”
c. 650 B.C.E T The script on our sea! is f}'?luall} Ammo‘mte. It is

e a mark of how far our epigraphic knowledge has devel-
c. 625 B.C.E. , opzd that we can distinguish between the closely related
c. 600 B.C.E. ST scripts of the Israelites, the Ammonites. the Moabites
c.580B.CE anc the Edomites.”

The name Ba'alis means “Ba'al has saved.” or “Ba’al
is saivation.”

This is not the narst time Ba'alis has appeared in the
arcnaeological record. His name also appears in an inscrip-
tor excavated at Tel el-"Umeiri in Jordan (drawing,
lower left). This seal impression. which was made

by a high official of the king. reads “Miiqom.

servant of Baalis.”

The iconography of the roval Ba‘alis seal is
as interesting as its inscription: The center and
largest register depicts a winged sphinx wear-
ing an Egvptian-stvle apron. Althougn the
Egvpuan influence is clear and strong. iust as
it is in Israelite culture (perhaps mediated trough

Phoenicia}. the sphinx here has identifving
characteristics particular to Ammonite culrure. The
spninx has a tail in the shape of the lerter s: It curves

wd%timl TE: ulT::nf::: le:j:;? ;l:‘:’l:: :;:ie upward to the right and then finishes in a

loop to the lefr.
An identical sphinx is depicted on
another Ammonite seal belonging to
one “Pado’el.”® Pado'el’s seal does
not give his tite, but we know
from cuneiform texts from
Mesopotamia that Pado'el
was the name of an
Ammonite king.® If, as
appears likely, this tvpe of
sphinx was an Ammonite
roval emblem, the seal of
Pado'el probably belonged to
the king himself. even
though the seal does not
identify him as such. But-
tressing the suggestion that
this is a roval svmbol is an Edo-
mite seal impression bearing the
name of the Edomite king
Qosgabri, which contains a very sim-
ilar sphinx with an identical il (photo
opposite, bottom).” Apparentdy this was a
roval emblem in both Edom and Ammon.

BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY REVIEW




Scill another Ammonite king appears in a bulla
also being published here for the first time. bur this
Ammonite king is otherwise unknown. This bulla
(photo at right) comes from the collection of
Shlomo Moussaieff. [t is made of black clay
and is onlv a little more than a half inch in
diameter. The seal impression on the clav
is about a quarter ot an inch in diameter.

A groove around the seal impression indi-
cates that the seal was set in a metal bezel.
On the back of the bulla we can see the
impression of the cord that tied the docu-
ment and the texture of the papyrus roll
sealed by the bulla. Around the edge appear
fingerprints that could well belong to the king
himself.

Strangelv. tor a king, his seal is purelv epi-
graphic: it contains nothing but an inscription.
Ammonite seals are usually rich in iconography.
Perhaps the roval embiem was on the back of the seal.
in which case it wouid not appear on the bulla.

The inscription is divided into two registers by the
common double line and is surrounded by a framing
border line. The letzers are rvpically Ammonite.’ Two
dots are marked at :ne end of the second line to fill
the empty space. The bulla, like the seal of Baiis. was
purchased in London rrom a Jordanian antiquities deaier.

The inscription reads

Line 1: =8z=z7 .0i%!) “Belonging to Barak'el”

Line 2: ==27 (Himx) “the king.”

The name Barak-<! means “Blessed of God (EI.”
“Ei" is a generic term for God used in the Hebrew
Bibie. The same name aiso appears in the Bibie: The
father or joos friend Elihu is named Barak-ei
{Barachel) Job 32:2.0%.

The name was apparently common among the
Ammonites. We know of three Ammonites cailed
Barak-el.” However. now we know thar there was a
hitherto uniknown king by this name as well. The pale-
ography—the shape and form of the letters—indicates
that he ruled sometime in the first half of the seventh
century B.C.E.

The list of known Ammonite kings is short, so the
discovery of a new one is especially important. Some
are mentioned in the Bible. In addition to Ba‘alis, the
Bible also refers to an Ammonite king named Nahash,
who threatened to gouge out the right eves of the men
of Jabesh-Gilead (1 Samuel 11:1-2). Nahash ruled in
the tenth century B.C.E. (the time of David). Nahashs
son, who succeeded him as king, is identified as Hanun
(1 Chronicles 19:1-2:. A number of other Ammonite
kings are known from cuneiform inscriptions (see box.
opposite). The total. antil the appearance of Barak-el,
was nine. Now it Is zen. &

Uncredited photos covitesy of the author.

endnotes appear on page 66
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There is none else beside Him:7 R. Hanina said, Even sorcery.®
A woman once atcempted to cast a spell over R. Hanina.» He
said to her, "Try as you wiil, you will not succeed in your attemprs,
for it is written, There is none else beside Him'. Has not, however,
R. Johanan declared, Why is sorcery called keshafim? Because it
overrules [the decree of] the heavenly council? *—R. Hanina was
in a different category, owing to his abundant merit. "

{(. -
L2

nactione

R. Hanina further said, No man bruises his finger here on earth
unless it was so decreed against him in heaven, for it is writcen,

It 15 of the Lord that a mun's goings are established.' Hox then can man
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- It was recorded in R. Joshua b. Levi's notebook: He who |

Sl

born) on the first day of the week [Sunday] shall be a man without
one [ching] in him. What does “without one [thing]in him’ mean?
Shall we say. without one virtues Surely R. Ashi said: 1 was
born on the first day of the week! Hence it must surely mean. one
vice. But surely R. Ashi said: [ and Dimi b. Kakuzta were born
on the firsc day of the week: Tam a king® and he is the captain
of thieves!7— Rather it means either completely virtuous or com-
pletely wicked.® [What is the reason? Because light and darkness
were created on that day.]? He who is born on the second day
of the week will be bad-tempered. What is the reason? Because
the waters were divided thereon. ' He who is born on the third
day of the week will be wealthy and unchaste. What is the
reason? Because herbs were created thereon.'' He who is born on

the fourth day of the week will be wise and of 2 retentive
memory.® What is the reason? Because the luminaries were
suspended [thereon]. He who is born on the fifth day of the
week wili practise benevolence. What is the reason? Because
the fishes and birds were created thereon.? He who is born on
the eve of the Sabbath wili be a secker. R. Nahman b. Isaac com-
mented: A secker after good deeds.’ Hewho is born on the Sabbath
will die on the Sabbath, because the greac day of the Sabbath
was desccrated on his account. Raba son of R. Shila observed:
And he <hali be called a great and holy man.

R. Hanina said to them [his disciples): Go out and tell the son
of Levi. Not the constellation of the day but that of the hour is
the determming intivence. He who is born under the constellation
of the suns will be a distinguished® man: he will eat and drink of
his own and his secrets wiil lie uncovered; if a thief, he wiil have
no success. He who is born under Venus will be wealthy and
unchaste {immoral}. What is the reason? Because fire was created
therein.7 He who is born under Mercury will be of a retentive
memory and wise. What is the reason? Because it {Mercury]
is the sun’s scribe. He who is born under the Moon will be 2 man
to sulfer evil, building and demolishing, demolishing and building.
eating and drinking that which is not his and his secrets will remain
hidden: if a thief, he will be successful.? He who is born under
Saturn will be a man whose plans will be frustrated.9 Others say:
All [nefarious! designs against him will be frustraced. He who is
b?rn under Zedek [Jupiter] will be a right-doing man [zadkun.] R.
..\abman b. Isazc gbserved: Right-doing in good deeds. !> He who
is born under Mars will be 2 shedder of blood. R. Ahi observed:
Either a surgeon. a thief. a slaughterer, or a circumciser. Rabbah
said: | was born under Mars.' Abaye retorted: You too inflict
punishment and kill.*

It was stated. R. Hanina said: The planetary influence gives
wisdom, the planetary influence gives wealth, and Israel stands
under planetary influence. R. Johanan maintained: Israel is immune
from planetary influence.’ Now, R. Johanan is consistent with
his view. for R. Johanan said: How do we know that Israel
is immune from planetary influence? Because it is said, Thus
saith the Lord. Learn not the way of the nations, and be not dismayed
at the signs of heaven, for the nations are dismayed ut them:+ they
are dismayed but not Israel.s Rab too holds that Israel i
immune from planetary infuence. For Rab Judah said in Rab's
rame: How do we know that Isradl is immune from planetary

Abraham pleaded before the Holy One, blessed

S REER L Sy WAL A5 g T A =7y

be_}g;_;sogg;ggj:f‘-sﬂ

*./r ~

of the Universe! one born in mine house is wine heir.'7 ‘Not so.’
He replied, ‘but he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels.'®
‘Sovereign of the Universe!” cried he. ' have looked at my constel-
lation and find that I am not fated to beget child.’ "Go forth
from [i.e.. cease] thy planet [gazing), for Isracl is free from
planetary infuence. What is thy calculation? [156b] Decause .Zfdf?
(Jupiter]s stands in the Wese?*® | will tuen it back ind placeit
the East. And thus it is writcen. Who hath raised vp Zedek from
the east?" He hath summoned it for his sake."*

From Samuel too [we learn that] Israel is immune from planet-
ary influence. For Samuel and Ablat were sitting. while certan
people were going to 2 lake. s Said Ablag* to Samuel: “That mn
is going bue will not recurn, {for] a snake will bice him and he will
die.” "If he is an Israelice.’ replied Samuel. ‘he will go and recurn.*s
While_they were sitting he went and returned. [Thereupon]
Ablag arose and threw off his [the man's] knapsack. [and] found
2 snake therein cut up and lying in two pieces. Said &muel to
him, ‘What did you do?"* "Every day we pooled our bread and

 ate it; but to-day one of us had no bread, and he was ashamed. Said

1 to them. “I will goand collect {the bread]".: When I came to him.
| pretended to take {bread] from him. so that he should not be
2shamed.” “You have done a good deed’ said he to him. Then
Samuel went out and lectured: But chavity: delisereth from death;*and
[this does not mean} from an unnatural death. but from death itself.

From R. Akiba too [we learn that] Isracl is free from planetary
influence. For R. Akiba had a daughter. Now, astrologerss told
him, On the day she enters the bridal chamber a snake will bice
her and she will die. He was very worried about this. On that day
[of her marriage] she took a brooch {and] stuck it into the wall
and by chance it penetrated [sank] into the eye of a serpent. The
following morning, when she took it out, the snake came traling
afcer it. “What did you do? het father asked her. *A poor man
came to our door in the evening,' she replied, ‘and everybody
was busy at the banquet. and there was none to attend to him.
So | took the portion which was given to me and gave it to him.”
"You have done a good deed,’ said he o her. Thereupon R. Akiba
went out and lectured: ‘But charity delivereth from deuth’: and not
[merely] from an unnatural death, but from death itself.

From R. Nahman b. Isaac too [we learn that) Israel is free from
planetary infuence. For R. Nahman b. Isaac’s mother was told
by astrologers, Your son will be a thief. [So] she did not let him
[be] barcheaded. saying to him. ‘Cover your head so that the
fear of heaven may be upon you. and pray [for mercy]'. Now.
he did not know why she spoke that to him. One day he was
siteing and studying under a palm tree; tempgztion‘ overcame him,
he climbed up and bic off a cluster (of dates) with his teeth.7
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2. When the Holy One, blessed be He, was about to create the
world, He said to the Prince of darkness: “Get thee hence from
Me, because I desire to begin creation with the light and the
luminaries whence it comes.” Thereupon the Prince of darkness
s2id to himself: “If I listen to Him and have my darkness lighted
up, I would at once become His slave for ever. It is better that
1 make myself out as not having heard Him so that I seem to be
inadvertently, not deliberately, sinful.”

Immediately the Holy One, blessed be He, rebuked the Prince
of darkness for his rebelliousness. Nevertheless other princes in
heavea <proclaimcd the Prince of darkness to be king over them),
and he in turn bestowed pavilions after pavilions upon them,
as is said Darkness bestowed pavilions 20 those round about him?
a gathering of wasers (2 Sam. 22:12)—that is, [since “darkness
was upon the face of the deep” (Gen. 1:2)], all of these princes
were gathered together as in one dark sea. But then the Holy
One, blessed be He, rebuked them for their rebelliousness, and
drop by drop, so to speak, the entire gathering was dispersed?

When the Prince of darkness realized that the Holy One,
blessed be He, had rebuked him, he procccdcd to ask: “Master
of the universe, why dost thou give being to light before Thou
givest being to me? * The Holy One, blessed be He, replied: “If
thou dost not betake thyself hence, I shall rebuke thee so strongly
this time as to have thee perish from the world.” Thereupon the
Prince of darkness asked: “After the light, what wilt Thou cre-
ate” “Thee.” “And after me what wilt Thou create?” “The
Twins of the Zodiac.” The Prince asked: “Why the Twins of the

Zodiac3” “Because the Twins are the sign for man, since man,

when 1 create him, will follow a dual course® of light and
darkness.” The Prince asked: “Master of the universe, the sign
for light 6_wha! is its name?” “The Ram.” “And my sign in the
Zodiac—what is its name?” “The Bull.” “Why3” “Because it is
usual for lambs to be white and usual for bulls to be black. More-
over, the ram suggests Israel: ‘A flock of rams, so scattered’ (Jer.
50:17). And being white as lambs, Israel will study Torah which
is light, and by means of Torah they will see light, as is said
For with Thee is the fountain of life; in Thy light we will see
light (Ps. 36:10)." «And when will Israel make use of Thy
light?” “When the Messiah who is called bullock,” as in the
verse His firstling bullock, the glory of light will be his
(Deut. 33:17), comes: at that time the Messiah will cast the
nations of the earth into deep shadow, as is said For, behold,
darkness shall cover the carth, and gross darkness the peoples.
Busz upon thee the Lord will arise (Isa. 60:2).”

Then the Prince of darkness asked again, saying: “After the
Twins what wilt Thou create?” God replied: “The Crab.
“Why3" “Because, like 2 crab, man scrabbles together his pos-
sessions out of holes and cracks.” “And after that, what wilt
Thou create?” “The Lion, because after a man gathers up his
possessions out of holes and cracks, he then becomes rich and
thinks himsclf as powerful as a lion.” “And after that, what wilt
Thou create’” “Virgo, because after a man becomes rich and

strong like a lion, he becomes as plump as a virgin.” “And after

that, what wilt Thou create?” “The Balances, for, being plump
as a virgin, man is weighed in the balance.”” “And after that,
what wilt Thou create?” “The Scorpion. Because when a man
is weighed in the balance and iniquities are found in him, he is
made to go down to Gehenna and is punished in the region
where serpents and scorpions abound.” “And after that, what wilt
Thou create®”. “The Archer

ith his bow. Because after going

? 5
-t e dug TV~ o

down to Gehenna and receiving the punishment due him, the
sinner is forgiven all his iniquities, and like an arrow from the
bow he is fung forth from Gehenna.” “And after that, what
wilt Thou create?” “Capricorn, because upon being flung forth
from Gehenna, he romps about like a kid.” “And after that, what
wilt Thou create?” “The Water Bearer with his bucket, because
after a man’s iniquities are forgiven him, 1 splash pure water
upon him so that he becomes pure.” “And after that, what wilt
Thou create:” “The Fish. because after man is purified, he in-
herits the world-to-come. Whereupon the evil eve ® can no more
revail over him than it can over a fish, nor can the [planet that
rules the] hour of onc's birth affect his destiny—then, only the
[plinct that rules the] present hour can affect it.” )
Why was the sun created first [as the only luminary]? Be-
cause it was intended that the same luminary illuminate the
world, all of it, {by night as well as by day]. And after the sun,
the double star, Mercury-Venus, was created. Foresecing, how-
ever, that the generation of the flood would provoke Him [b¥
sexual license], God separated Mercury and Venus so that each
was by itself, instead of being entwined one with the other.
Mercury came to symbolize Abraham who was to shine forth -
upon the world, all of it, like the brightest of stars. And then was ]
created the moon, whose light, waning and waxing, symbolizes
Isracl? And then was created Saturn, [the Enslaver],"® symbo-
lizing the nations of the earth who were to enslave Israel. And
then was created Jupiter (Sedek), to symbolize the strict justice
(sedek) that will be meted out to the nations of the carth.
Finally was created Mars—the Red Star—as a symbol of the
punishment He intends for the nations. How shall the naticas
be dealt with? They will fall into the red fire of Gehenna—to let
thern know this He created the Red Star.
The heavens declare the glory of God (Ps. 19:2)—that is. the
Torah, heaven-given, declares the glory of God'’s ordering of

creation. Indeed the Torah says of itself “When He established

the heavens, 1 was there” (Prov. 8:27). On the other hand, The

firmament showeth His handiwork (Ps. 19:2): that is, the firma-
. ment declares the glory of the Torah—the Tables of the Com-

mandments, which are His handiwork, as is said “And the
_ Tables were the work of God” (Exod. 32:16).M
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ROBERT DEUTSCH

ust as archaeological finds flesh our Israelite history,

so they also tell us about Israel’s neighbors and some-

time enemies. Such is the case with the Ammonites,
a people who lived east of the Jordan and fought in
league with the Philistines against the emerging Israel-
ites (Judges 10:7-9). Both Saul and David engaged the
Ammonites in bartle (1 Samuel 11; 2 Samuel 11:1). At
one point, David’s forces besieged the Ammonite cap-
ital, Rabbah (2 Samuel 11:1). The remains of the
Ammonite capital lie beneath the modern capital of
Jordan, Amman, whose name preserves the name of
the ancient people.

The Ammonites continued to live across the Jordan
from the Israelites for centuries and are often referred
to in the Bible. Much of what we know about them
we learn from archaeology.

Very recently the seal of an Ammonite king has come
to light. This is the first time that we have found the
seal of an Ammonite king, and this is its first public
announcement. What makes this seal especially excit-
ing is that the king who owned the seal. a certain Baalis,
is also referred to in the Bible.

When the Babylonians conquered Judah in the early
sixth century B.C.E. and destroved Jerusalem, they made
Gedaliah, who was from a prominent Jerusalem fam-

L1

ily, governor of Judah. Gedaliah, how-
ever, was soon murdered, an event still
commemorated in Jewish tradition by a
yearly fast. The assassin was sent by none
other than Ba‘lis, king of the Ammonites
(Jeremiah 40:13-41:2).

Ba‘alis’s seal (shown on the cover of this issue;
the seal impression appears at right) is made of
brown agate with white bands and is in fact quite
tiny (.5 inches in diameter and .2 inches thick). A
small hole was drilled through the center of the scarab-
shaped seal for the setting. On the seal are three lines
of script, each separated by double rules:

Line 1: [2}d*5z2(5] ([Jbhs[]) “[Belonging to]
Baalis[]”

Line 2: 552 (ml/k) “King of”

Line 3: 3[223]= (&/nimjn) “Blnei Ammo}n.”

As indicated by the brackets, the first and last lerters
in the first line have been reconstructed, but their recon-
struction was easy.! Almost all seals begin with a lamed,
or /, meaning “belonging to.” The last letter of the line,
also missing, completes the spelling of the name.

Much more needs to be reconstructed in the dam-
aged third line. Only traces of the first and last letters
are visible: the head of the first letter, ber, and the

BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY REVIEW




" letters of the phrase “Sons of Ammon.”
" "The Bible describes the Ammonites - .
as constant enemies from Isracl’s earliest
days in Canaan: “And the Ammonites
crossed the Jordan to fight also against
Judah and against Benjamin and against
the house of Ephraim; so that Israel was
sorely distressed” (Judges 10:9). Ba'alis,
the early sixth-century B.C.E. king to
whom the seal belonged, continued this
tradition of animosity when he dispatched
an assassin to murder Gedaliah, the Baby-
lonian-appointed governor of Judah. The
assassination is commemorated even today in

Jewish tradition by a yearly fast.

LY}
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upser edge of the iast lerter. mr:. Bur this is enough
W rzconsiruct the lne as Bne. Ammor—Iiteraiv. the
Son: of AMmOL. o the Ammonites—since the namec
10th century B.C.E. e kizz Bazalis. I knowr. as an Ammonite king. Indeed.
10th century B.C.E. ir. zne Biblical passags that mentions Ba‘alis \l“r’mxan
c. 853 B.C.E. TR 4(:14). he is referred to as tne “King [of the] Bne:
Ammon.” the same term that we have reconstructed

¢c. 735 B.C.E. —
e-= based on the nrst and las: terters. The same term
before 701 B.C.E. appears on a well-known bronze bottle, called 2 situla

c.675B.C.E. (photo, middle left;. found at Tell Siran in Jordan.

c. 650 B.C.E T The script on our seal is tvpically Ammonite. It is
o e a mark of how far our epigraphic knowledge has devel-

c.625B.C.E. ) opzd that we can distinguish berween the close_\ related

Ammlnadab || c. 600 B.C.E. s _ scripts of the Israelites, the Ammonites. the Moabites
“Ba‘alis c. 580 B.C.E. anz the Edomites-

The name Baalis means “Baal has saved.” or “Ba‘al
is saivaton.”

This is not the nrst time Ba'alis has appeared in the
a::nacological record. His name also appears in an inscrip-
tion excavated at Tel el-'Umeiri in Jordan (drawing.
lower left!. This seal impressior. which was made

v 2 high official of the king. reads “Milgom.
servant o: baalis.”

The iconography of the roval Baalis seal ic
as interesting as its inscriptior: The center and
largest register depicts 2 winged sphinx wear-
ing an Eg\ptian-styif apron. Althougn the
Egvptian influence is clear and strong. iust as
it is in Israelite culture (perhaps mediated through

Phoenicial. the sphinx here has identifving
characteristics particular to Ammonite cuiturz. The
spainy has a tail in the shape of the lerter 5: It curves
upward to the right and then finishes in a
loop te the left.

An identical sphinx is depicred on
another Ammonite seal beionging to
one “Pado’el.” Pado'el’s seal does
not give his title. bur we know

from cuneiform texts from
Mesopotamia that Pado'el

was the name of an

Ammonite king" If, as

appears likely. this rvpe of

sphinx was an Ammonite
roval emblem, the seal of

Pado'el probably belonged to

the king himself. even

though the seal does not
identify him as such. But-
tessing the suggestion that
this is a roval svmbol is an Edo-

mite seal impression bearing the
name of the Edomite king
Qosgabri, which conrains a very sim-
ilar sphinx with an identical il (photo
opposite, bortom).” Apparently this was a
roval emblem in both Edom and Ammon.

BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY REVIEW




Sill another Ammonite king appears in a bulla
also being published here for the first time. but rhis
Ammonite king is otherwise unknown. This bulla
tphoto ar right) comes from the collection ot
Shiomo Moussaietf. It is made of black clav
and is oniv 4 little more than a half inch in
diamerer. The seal impression on the clay
is abour a quarrer ot an inch in diameter.

A groove around the seal impression indi-
cates thar the seal was set in 1 metal bezel.
On the back of the bulla we can see the
impression of the cord that tied the docu-
ment and the texture of the papyrus roll
sealed by the bulla. Around the edge appear
fingerprints that could well belong to the king
himself.

Strangelv. for a king, his seal is purel\ epi-
graphic: it contains nothing but an inscription.
Ammonite seals are usually rich in iconography.
Perhaps the roval empiem was on the back of the seal.
in which case it wouid not appear on the bulla.

The inscription is divided into two registers by the
common doubie line and is surrounded by a framing
border line. The letters are © pxc:nl\ Ammonite.’ Two
dots are marked ar e end or the second line o til
the empoy- space. The bulla. like the seal of Baalis. was
purchased in London :rom a Jordanian antiquities deaier.

The inscription reads

Line 1: =xz=z7 .0w¢!) “Belonging to Barak'el”

Line 2: ===7 (o the l\mgfe

The name Barak-2t means “Blessed of God EIl.”
“EiT Is a generic term for God used in the Hebrew
Bibie. The same name aiso appears in the Bibie: The
tather or .obs friend Elihu is named Barak-ei
iBarachel) Job 32:Z.0u.

The name was spparently common among :ne
Ammonites. We know of three Ammonites zailed
Barak-el.” However. now we know that there was a
hitherto unknown king by this name as well. The pale-
ographv—the shape ind form of the letters—indicates
that he ruled sometime in the first half of the seventh
century B.C.E.

The list or known Ammonite kings is short, so the
discovery of a new one is especially important. Some
are mentioned in the Bible. In addition to Ba'alis. the
Bible also rerers to an Ammonite king named Nahash,
who threatened to gouge out the right eves of the men ,
of Jabesh-Gilead (1 Samuel 11:1-2). Nahash ruled in emblem, author Robert Deutsch nﬂ@ dﬂ!
the tenth century B.C.E. (the time of David). Nahashs belonged to King Pado’el.
son. who succeeded him as king, is identified as Hanun :
(1 Chronicles 19:1-2:. A number of other Ammonite
kings are known from cuneiform inscriptions (see box.
opposite). The rotal. 1ntil the apvearance of Barak-el.
was nine. Now it is en. !

clay, or bulla (above), ubhsh ]
here for the first nme. A rql),lef’lm

Ammonite kmg Because the sphm; 2p

Usnieredited shotos coritesy of the author.

endnotes appear on page 66
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lons, we find easily understood deseri
taken from life experience, which con
underlying principles to be demonstra
Stract and obscure concepts that trans

218
ren Israel, p.166) : “Our Rabbis frowned upon persons who would
igh renounce their worldly privileges and Dossessions without af.
e.” fording their neighbors to share their part in it, as such an
l): attitude will result in abstention from the permissible benefitg
2k- of life, They saw in it an Impediment for realizing goodness in
uat this world by weakening necessary spiritual f ortitude.
ler They condemned in it an antisocia] attitude, a relation towards
N the community which ig alien to the spirit of J udaism. He who
ng separates himself from the benefits of life, who thinks that
nd the mortal’s Iot is altogether 3 bad thing (Ee 1,13) a sore task
‘se gifen to the sons of man to be trritated therewith. must needs
S0 come to make light of the striving for perfection of the human
to race. Any chain ig only ag strong as its weakest link; if he
n- belittles the valye of the individua] what may be expected of
g the community at large? If man will deny himself to provide
1, 18 own wants, who will take care of the needs of others ? There
e, fore, they rejected those who afflict themselvesg with asceticism

because they were convinced that he who is occupied with his
ag ascetic indulgence, will have no mind for the needs of his
1S neighbor,” ' “
h
- °> 9
is
d BEHAALOTHECHA
e
il SOME OBSERVATIONS ON PROPHEGCY
s
1 . — '
1 ONE OF THE characteristics of the biblical style is its concrete-
1 ness. Instead of abstract and general formulations or definit-
}

ptions in the narrative,
tain all the details and
ted. Even the most ab-

nt portion Important contribut-
i g of prophecy. It contains three
26—29): 3) Mirian;’s criticis ‘
From these three instances We gain information about tour Ul
features of prophecy: 1) the essence of prophecy; 2) the mean- :

ing of Moses’ reaction to the activities of Eldad and Medad;
3) dream andg vision as regula

r forms of prophecy: 4) the es.
sential distinction between the prophecy of Moses and the pro-
Phecy of other DProphets.

| - 59-
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The Torah relates that Moses (11,24—25) gathered seventy
men of the people’s elders and set them round about the Tent,
and the Lord condescended in a cloud and spoke to him, and
reserved of the Spirit that was upon him and put it upon the
seventy elders; and it came to pass that, when the Spirit rested
upon them, they felt called upon as prophets, but then never-
more.The term HITHNABB'Uapplied here to the seventy elders,
to denote their prophetic experience after the Spirit rested upon
them, appears for the first time in the Bible: the root word
NBA in the reflexive mode. This term must then express some-
thing different from the more usual passive mode of this root
word. In order to understand this difference, it is necessary to
point out that “prophet” and “to prophecy” as term for an
active, selfexpressing speaker is not an adequate translation of
the Hebrew term NABI, nor is its connotation as diviner of the
future warranted according to his functions as reported in the
Bible. (A comparison of Aaron’s function twice described (Ex 4,
15; 7,1) show us the Nabi as “mouth piece”, passive organ, “one
who is called upon, one who has a vocation” ; therefore it never
occurs in the active voice.) The reflexive employed in the verse
under discussion is accordingly a passive reflexive. This idea is
developed by S. R. Hirsch, who distinguishes between the usual
term HINABAY (passive): to become organ for the Divine
call; and HITHNABBAY (passive reflexive) : to offer oneself as
organ for the Divine call. “The latter form describes a lower
degree of prophetic state, something preparatory and contingent
(I S210,6—6.10; 19,28—24). The term is also employed to de-
note the state of somebody who makes himself the object of
emotional forces and excitation, even melancholy, as (I Sa 18,
10) And it came to pass on the morrow, that an evil spirit from
God came mightily upon Saul, and he felt himself provoked in
the midst of the house. Also the false prophets worked them-
selves up to a state of self-pro-vocation and excitement, describ-
ed by this term: (Je 14,14) They make themselves the organ for
a lying vision, and divination, and a thing of nought, and the
deceit of thetr own heart to you (them). Compare also I Ki 22,
10.18.29. The term for the superior, genuine mode of prophecy
is always employed in the passive voice (Nif’al).”

We are certainly to understand the phenomenon of prophecy
described in this instance (11,25) as the “umbrage” (Hirsch) or
“emanation” of the superior and continuous state of prophecy
that was granted to Moses, which affected the seventy elders
by His Spirit that also rested upon them. God “reserved” of
His Spirit that emanated unto Moses, to have the seventy elders
partake of it.

We find two more instances in which this state of prophetic
readiness is described as emanation of the holy Spirit upon a
group which makes itself an object for it, and is in-spired and
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en-thused in the presence of a superior prophet. Both instances
explain the popular adage “Is Saul also among the prophets?”
(I18a10,9—12) And it was so, that when he had turned his
back to go from Samuel, God gave him another heart.. And
behold, a band of prophets met him; and the Spirit of God came
mightily over him, and he made himself provoked in their midst,
And it came to pass... that the people said one to another: ‘What
18 this that is come unto the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the
prophets?’ And the second instance (I Sa 19,20—24) : And Saul
sent messengers to take David; and when they saw the company
of the prophets prophesying, and Samuel standing erect over
them (cf 11,16), the Spirit of God came over the messengers of
Saul, and they also made themselves provoked; and when it was
told Saul, he sent other messengers, and they too made them-
selves provoked. And Saul sent messengers the third time, and
they also made themselves provoked. Then he also went to Ra-
mah... and the Spirit of God came over him also and he went
on and on and made himself provoked, until he came to Naioth
in Ramah, and he too stripped off his clothes, and also he made
himself provoked before Samuel... wherefore they say: ‘Is Saul
also among the prophets?’

E. Kaufmann (op.cit.IV p.123) connects the phenomena of
this autogenous self-provocation of inferior prophets under
the heterogenous influence of a superior, genuine prophet,
which are reported in the present portion and twice with Saul:
“A movement of prophetic self-provocation is mentioned also
in the days of Moses (Nu 11)... but this was not considered in
Israel as original prophecy. On the contrary, it was the in-
fluence of Divine Spirit which emanated from the (vocation of
the) word of God.” The term HITHNABBAY, then, describes a
state dependent upon a central personality — as Moses and
Samuel — which affects a certain circle of prepared people
with its special gift.

The second episode in the present portion bearing upon pro-
phecy is the report about the activities of Eldad and Medad.
Here the question arises: what was their offense, according to
Joshua, and why did Moses, master of all prophets, rise to their
defense? Let us look upon the Torah’s report: (11,26—29) But
there remained two men in the camp, the name of the one was
Eldad, and the name of the other Medad; and the Spirit rested
upon them; and they were of them that were recorded, but had
not gone out unto the Tent; and they prophesied in the camp.
And there ran a young man, and told Moses, and said: ‘Eldad
and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” And Joshua the son
of Nun, the minister of Moses from his youth up, answered
and said: ‘My lord Moses, shut them in’. And Moses said unto
him: ‘Art thou zealous for my sake? would that all the Lord's
people were prophets, that the Lord would put His Spirit upon
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them!” We notice in this passage an emphatic, three times re-
current reference to the fact that Eldad and Medad performed
their prophetic activities in the camp: 1) they remained in the
camp; 2) they prophesied in the camp; 3) are prophesying in
the camp. The Talmud (Sanhedrin 17a) explains this emphasis
as follows: “Rabbi Shimeon says: They insisted on staying back
in the camp. When the Holy One, blessed be He, said unto Moses
(11,16) Gather unto Me seventy men of the elders of Israel ete,
Eldad and Medad said: We are not worthy of such a promotion.
Hereupon the Holy One, blessed be He, said: Because you have
made yourselves so small, I shall promote you to even a higher
station!” The Talmud thus takesa favorable view of their
activities, as being a reward for their humble conduct. Nach-
manides elucidates the whole episode, including Joshua’s crit-
icism and Moses’ reaction, in the following exposition (on 11,
28) : “Moses conveyed to the people the word of God that He
would reserve of His Spirit which was upon him (Moses) and
put it on those who stand with him in the Tent of Meeting. Now
whosoever would not comply to go out and be met with him at
the Tent, thus excluding himself from those who would partake
in the Spirit, appears to commit an insubordination against his
words, as Joshua understood it. Therefore Joshua appealed to
Moses: Shut them in! Perhaps (II Ch 18,21—22) a lying spirit
scareth them. Therefore it would be necessary to put them into
confinement, like (Je 29,26) every man that is mad, and maketh
himself a prophet, that thou shouldest put him in the stocks-and
in the collar. However, Moses, in his meekness, replied: Would
that all the Lord’s people were prophets, that the Lord would
put His Spirit upon them! For God has put upon them (Eldad
and Medad) His Spirit immediately, without emanation
of the Spirit which was on him (Moses), would that such i m-
mediate inspiration were put on the entire people.”

The third episode in the present portion, dealing with the
topic of prophecy, concerns Miriam’s derogatory remarks about
Moses. At this occasion God reveals the distinction that marks
the prophecy of Moses as being superior to that of all other
prophets. This passage with the problems involved has been
profoundly discussed by Joseph Albo. His predecessors have
already dealt with the problem which arises out of the Divine
call to the two brothers and the sister to foregather at the Tent,
vei upon their arrival, Aaron and Miriam were separated from
Moses upon Divine behest. (12,4—5) And the Lord spoke sud-
denly unto Moses, and unto Aaron, and unto Miriam: ‘Come
out ye three unto the Tent of Meeting.” And they three came
out. And the Lord came down in a pillar of cloud, and stood at
the door of the Tent, and called Aaron and Miriam; and they
both came forth. Rashi explains it with a moral: “And why did
He bid them go further and so separate them from Moses? Be-
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cause there is a rule that one should utter only partly a
man’s good qualities in hig présence — only in his absence a]]
may be told.” (Erubin 18b; cf Ge 6,9 and 7,1)

Albo sees here a fundamental Principle about pro-
Phecy demonstrated: (Book of Principles 8,11; transl. Husik
p-106-——106) “The prophetic inspiration, however, which comes
through the mediation of a prophet, comes also to a person who
is not worth y of prophecy, as it came to all Israe] at the
time of the Sinaitic revelation; or it comes to one who is not

pared for it at the time, This matter resnires attention, for
many learned men have wondered why God called Moses with
Aaron and Miriam.”

Prophecy is revealed to all prophets, excent Moses, in the
mode of a dream, as the Torah says (12,6) : If there be
a prophet among you, I the Lord do make Myself known unto
him in a vision, I do speak with him in a dream. Also in the last
book of the Torah, prophecy and dream appear as synonyms

shall quote from Abrabanel’s commentary on thig passage ‘in
Jeremiah: “Now if these prophets will ask: How is one to
distinguish and recognize a sleeper’s dream, whether. it is
merely the activity of one’s own ima gination or whether
it comes under D} vine influence and His word... how

between a common human dream and a prophetic dream be
clearly established?... The criterion of verification is the in-
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tensity of sensation with regard to the dream image at the
time of prophecy. For just like man in a waking state exper-
{ences sensations with a different intensity than imagined sens-
ations.. so also is there a vast superiority in intemsity of
sensation with regard to the prophetic dream image over the
sensation of a ordinary human dream.” (see also p. 39) In other
words, the mark of distinction between the dream of the sub-
conscious and the dream of Divine revelation is the sensory
intensity clearly and distinctly recognized.

We may briefly refer to the idealistic wish of Moses (11,29):
Would that oll the Lord’s people were prophets, that the Lord
would put His Spirit upon them! as being granted its fulfill-
ment as one of the glorious promises for the messianic era
(Joel 3,1—2):

And it shall come to pass afterward,

That I will pour out My Spirit upon all flesh;

And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
Your old men shall dream dreams,

Your young men shall see visions;

And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids
In those days will 1 pour out My Spirit.

SHELACH LECHA

THE LESSON OF THE PARASHAH ON TSITSITH

THE PRESENT PORTION concludes with the parashah on Tsitsith
(15,37—41). This parashah also concludes the trilogy of read-
ings from the Torah, which includes Hear, O Israel (De 6,4—9)
and It shall come to pass (De 11,18—21). (The study and medit-
ation of these parashoth twice daily form the most important
part of the Jewish mode of worship, followed respectively by
two of the three daily prayers.) The three parashoth, though,
are not read in the order in which they appear in the Torah.
The reason for this different arrangement is suggested in the
Mishnah (Berachoth 2,2): “Said Rabbi Yehoshua, son of Kor-
chah: The parashah Hear, O Israel precedes the parashah I
shall come to pass, in order that the reader may first pledge his
allegiance to the Divine Authority. then affirm his lovaltv to
the Torah and the performance of its commandments. The
parashah It shall come to pass, again, precedes the ,arashah
on Tsitsith, because the former deals with the general aspects
of commandments, not confined to any particular time of per=
formance, whereas Tsitsith is a particular commandment, in-
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Ancient Document

Gonfirms Existence
0f Blbhcal Flgure

By NIGEL REYN OLDS
LONDON — The sound of unbri-
dled joy seldom breaks the qui-
et of the British*Museum’s- great
Arched Room, which holdsits col-
lection of 130,000 Assyrian cune-
iform t'ablets, dating back 5,000

years. .
ButMichael Jursa, avisitingpro-
fessor from Vienna, let out such |
a cry last Thursday. He had made
what hasbeen called the most im-
portant find in biblical archaeolo-
gy for 100 years, a discovery that
- supportsthe view that the histori-
cal books of the Bible are based on
fact.

Searching for Babylonian fi-
nancial accounts among the tab-' |
lets, Jursa suddenly came acrossa |
name that' he half remembered —
Nabu'-sharrussu-ukm described
there in2,500-year-6ld writingas.
“the chief eunuch” of Nebuchad-
nezzar 11, king of Babylon.

Mr. Jursa, an Assynologxst

" checked Chapter 39 of the Book -|
. ofJeremiah, and he found, spelled !

differently, the same name — Ne-
bo-Sarsekim. Nebo:Sarsekim, ac-
cording to Jeremiah, was:Nebu- - |
chadnezzar IT’s “chief officer” and
was with him at the siege. of Jeru-
salem in the year 587 before the °
common era, when the Babylo- -
nians overran the city.

The small tablet, the size of “a
.packet of 10 cigarettes” according -
to Irving Finkel, a British Muse- -

rum expert, is:a bill of receipt ac-
knowledging' Nabu-sharrussu- 1
ukin’s payment of 0.75 kg of gold |
1o atemple in Babylon. _

The tablet is.dated to the 10th
year of the reign of Nebuchadne-
zzar]l, 595 B.C.E., 12 years before
the siege of Jerusalem. -

Evidence from nonbiblical
sources of people named in the
Bible is.not unknown, but Nabu-
sharrussu-ukin would have been
a. :elatlvely insignificant figure.

“This is a fantastic discovery, a
world-class find,” Mr. Finkel said
yesterday. “If Nebo-Sarsekim ex-
isted, which. other lesser figures
in the Old Testament existed? A

- throwaway detail in the Old Tes-

tament turns out to be accurate !
and true. 1 think that it means
that the whole of the narrative [of
Jeremiah] takes on-a new kind of
power.” ,

The Daily Telegraph
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Behold a son shall be bom to the house of David,

Jusiah by name ...

(1 Kings 13:2)

THE KINGDOM
OF JOSIAH

May my lord, the officer, hear the word of his servant.
Your servant is a harvester ... and your servant har-
vested and measured and stored as always before the
Sabbath ... and Hoshayahu son of Shobai came and
took your servant’s cloak after I had measured my
harvest ...

(From the Hebrew letter from Mesad Hashavyahu)

Hebrew letter from Mesad Hashavyahu
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THE CAMPAIGN OF NECO II TO HARAN

609 B.C. .

Psammeticus died in 610 B.C. and was succeeded by his of the land,” but three months later Neco deposed him and

son, Neco II. The new pharaoh continued the policy of his appointed his older brother Jehoiakim (2 Kings 23:30- 35).
father and marched forth towards Carchemish to help the Neco’s attempt to drive the Babylonians out of Haran failed

last Assyrian king, Asshur-uballit, in the reconquest of Haran. miserably. Nevertheless, this did not prevent him from behaving

Josiah realized that his own kingdom could not maintain its as master of the Levant. His action in removing the chosen:
newly won independence if Neco should succeed. He tried to dJudean king, appointing his own candidate and imposing a .

stop the Egyptian advance by giving battle at Megiddo, but he heavy tribute payment on the country proves that he fully
paid for his daring attempt with his life. dJehoahaz, the prince expected to control the eastern Mediterranian littoral even if .,

whose mother came from Libnah, was

anointed by the “people the Assyrians did survive the Babylonian onslaught.
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,‘Pharaoh Neco king of Egypt went up to the
ia to the river Euphrates. King Josiah went
and Pharach Neco slew him at Megiddo .

(2 Kings 23:29)

.|Siege’ of Haran -'fai]s,
1Euphrates becomes
border between

Babylon and Egypt

Rezeph,

Z
Necho Jﬂsl’o"s B
3ehoickim in place of .
Jehoohoz his brother .

~pmmma Necoh

/ ﬂi[lt;na-lm_ Josiah

.

Ston'e window railing (From the palace of
Jehoiakim at Ramat Rahel)

i

Concerning the army of Pharaoh Neco, king of Egypt,l

which was by the river Euphrates at Carchemish and

. which Nebuchadrezzar, king of Babylon, defeated in

' the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of
Judah ..

(Jeremiah 46.2)_

*Hthe word of the Lord
" :|het come 1o Jeremich
‘1 - befote Pharaoh i
-2 smote Gaza i

E " (Jeremioh 47:1)
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«l:-munn Babylonian force

<—- Egyplian force
JER. 46:2; 47:1; BABYLONIAN CHRONICLE; HERODQTUS 11, 159

THE CAMPAIGNS OF NEBUCHADNEZZAR '

605TO601BC

Egypt conh'olled the Levant for four years until the Babylonians
conquered Carchemish. Nebuchadnezzar, the crown prince of
Babylon, got word of his father’s death, rushed to Babylon |
and returned as king to finish the siege. When Carchemish |
fell (605 B.C.), he pursued the retreating Egyptians to the land
of Hamath and ravaged the countryside (Jer. 46:1-2). The
following year, he marched south and took Ashkelon (604 B.C.),
causing such fear in Judah that a fast was proclaimed (Jer.
36:9). Jehoiakim became his servant, paying tribute for three
years {2 Kings 24:1; 2 Chron. 36:6 Greek version). In 603 the
Babylonian army took another important city, Gaza or perhaps
Ekron. In 602 B.C. there was another campaign, mainly a show
of force to collect tribute. In 601 B.C.,, Pharaoch Neco came
forth. According to the Greek historian Herodotus, Neco
encountered “the Syrians” at Migdol and defeated them; then
he conquered Kadytes (Gaza), an act confirmed by Jeremiah
47:1. The Babylonian account says that the kings of Babylonia
and Egypt “smote one another on the breast,” meaning that
the ‘battle was a draw. At any rate, Nebuchadnezzar retired
to Babylon and did not come forth the following. year. At this
time, Jehoiakim probably felt safe in thhholdmg his tribute (2

ngs 24:1).
s




And the king of Egypt did not come again out of his
land, for the king of Babylon had taken all that belonged
to-the king of Egypt from the Brook of Egypt to the
river Euphrates.

(2 Kings 24:7)
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30; 27:3, 12; 28:1; 51:1; BABYLONIAN CHRONICLE; ARAD LETTERS;
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When the army of the king of Babylon was fighting
against Jerusalem and against all the cities of Judah
that were left, Lachish and Azekah; for these were the
only fortified cities of Judah that remained.

(Jeremiah 34:7)

THE FINAL CAMPAIGN OF
NEBUCHADNEZZAR AGAINST JUDAH
15 JANUARY, 588 TO 19 JULY, 586 B.C.

Psammeticus Il was followed by Hophra in 589 B.C.who renewed
the policy of interference in Syria. Zedekiah was induced
to revolt from Babylon. The Chaldean response was swift;
Jerusalem came under siege on the tenth day of the tenth month
in Zedekiah's ninth year (2 Kings 25:1; Jer. 39:1; 52:4; cf, Ezekiel
24:1-2), 15 January, 588 B.C. Hophra's army did come into the
field causing the Babylonians to raise the siege temporarily, but

7

THE CLOSING YEARS OF THE
KINGDOM OF JUDAH

599 TO 586 B.C.

Nebuchadnezzar (Nebuchadrezzar) stayed in Babylon in 60

B.C; in 599 Babylonian troops attacked the Arabians while’
local Chaldean, Aramean (or Edomite?), Moabite, and A

monite troops were sent to harass Judah (2 Kings 24:2). 'l'h’é%
Babylonian army was sent to besiege “the city of Judahi®
(Jerusalem) in 598 B.C. They set out from Babylon in Kislev (1; 4
Dec. 598 to 15 Jan. 597); meanwhile, Jehoiakim had already:
died on 21 Marcheshvan (8 Dec.) 598 B.C. and his youpgs
son, Jehoiachin, assumed the throne under the tutelagé%éfg
his mother, Nehushta. The Edomites, and perhaps oth?iﬁ%
attacked Judah from the south, “the cities of the Negebt:
are closed and there is no one to open” (Jer. 13:19). The’:
Babylonian army laid siege to Jerusalem and Nebuchadnezz;
arrived shortly thereafter; on 2 Adar (Sat., 16 March) 5977
B.C. the city was taken. A little over a month later, ony’}é
Nisan (22 April) 597 B.C., Nebuchadnezzar sent ordersf?%

bring Jehoiachin and his entourage as prisonérs to Babylé
Zedekiah, another son of Josaiah, was appointed king (2 Km“és"::,
24:10-17; 2 Chron. 36:10a, 6b-7, 10b). o
The Chaldean army was sent once again to the Levant/iny
596 B.C,; in 595 the king had to crush a rebellion in Babylca:
itself. The next two years saw him back in the west. Egyp
apparently stirring up diplomatic ferment; ambassadors fr
Edom, Moab and Ammon were conferring in Jerusalem (J
27:3, 12; 28:1) and Psammeticus II, successor of Neco, madi
a trip to Phoenicia. Zedekiah was taken to Babylon (Jer. 5
but managed to convince Nebuchadnezzar of his loyalty
returned to Jerusalem and his government remained lo
Babylon for a time. Kittim, probably Cypriote mercenaries:
Chaldean service, patrolled the Negeb and received suppli
from Judean fortresses such as Arad.




e Egyptians were soon routed and the siege renewed (Jer.
7:3-15); all this took ‘place before the end of 587 (Jer. 32:1).
e other towns throughout Judah were also ravaged. The
‘Fdomites invaded the Negeb; reinforcements were ordered

Arad and Kinah to Ramoth-negeb, “Lest Edom should
‘me there.” At one stage only Lachish and Azekah remained

The epilogue to the book of Jeremiah gives what seem
o be fairly accurate figures for three stages of exile from
dah (Jer. 52:28-30). They took place in 597, 586 and 582
C. The latter seems to have been carried out during Ne-
chadnezzar’s carpaign in the west against “Coele Syria”
“nd the Moabites and Ammonites (Josephus, Antiq., X, 181-

if the banking house of Murashu at Nippur, contain many
references to Judeans as well as other exiled peoples.

Ay

THE FLIGHT TO EGYPT ]
>A. 586 B.C.

). Neo-Babylonian cuneiform tablets, especially the archive

(Jer. 34:7);

his

soon a soldier, Hoshayahu, reported to Ya'ush,
commander at Lachish, that fire signals could not be seen

from Azekah. Lachish itself must have fallen soon thereafter.
Jerusalem’s defenses finally collapsed on 19 July, 586 B.C. (2
Kings 25:2- 3; Jer. 39:2; 52:5-6). Zedekiah fled but was captured

near dJericho.

This is the number of thé people whom Nebuchadrezzar
[Nebuchadnezzar) carried away captive: in the seventh
year, three thousand and twenty-three Jews; in the
eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar he carried away
captive from Jerusalem eight hundred and thirty-two
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persons; in the twenty-third year of Nebuchadrezzar,
Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away
captive of the Jews seven hundred and forty-five per-
sons; all persons were four thousand and six hundred.

(Jeremiah 52:28-30)

on ‘Chebar river
near Nippur
Tel.obib
Tel-melah
Tel-horsha
Cherub
Addan
Immér
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2 KINGS 24:11-16; 25:11; JER. 52:28-30; EZEK. 3:15; EZRA 2:59; 8:17
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Gedaliah son of Ahikam, the former “Steward of the royal
palace,” was appointed governor of Judah by the Babylonians.
He made his headquarters at Mizpah. Other Judeans who
had fled to neighboring countries such as Moab, Ammon and
Edom, gathered to him there. Ishmael, son of Nethaniah, of
the royal house, was incited by Baalis, king of the Ammonites,
to assassinate Gedaliah. This deed was perpetrated in the
seventh month (October, 586 B.C.). Afterwards, a band of
leading Judeans chose flight to Egypt for fear of Babylonian
reprisals. They settled in Tahpanes (where Baal-zephon was
worshipped) and eventually entered service as mercenaries.
Their one attested colony is at Yeb (Elephantine) where family
and community documents in Aramaic have been found.

Figure of king painted on jar
fragment {From palace of
Jehoiakim at Ramat Rahel)




g a\Hrogas

~o q )&Q ~
aye 5>
pA

vac)’

’

A T -] i
Saye Awe)y

i L # ngs
L4y

‘é

il
alray

whshere 2 ¥

ATH Lot 4]
iy

]

e

gt
ik Sod

4 7 ATE N~

eIl o

wwritten)

8. thus has thy siave done. | have witien on'the page according to what-
4, aver my lord has sem 10 me. And when my lord has-sent

5. about the sleeping holwe, there fa"nobo-
10. he would know, that for the signal-stations of Lachish we

11. are watching, according 1 &k the signs which my
1zmdvu,myndonmud(m-wuom

2. tidingwot good. According 10 whatever my jord has sent (:
8. dy. And Semakiweahu, him hes taken Shema'yahu and
7. brought him 'up 1o the city, and thy siave, my lond,

6. shall write thither, (asking), where he is;:

8. because ¥ in his tmning he-had inspected,

13. geh

1‘.ﬁymmmwmmm‘

SRS B - - -

1P JETWIOMLER ¢ wd b

23
Lo e

With the heip"of-a compinter expert, geciogist

ich reports -

mbvu

HitH:
xm

MK Ze'ev (Benny) Begin has come-
' up with a'new interpretation of the Lachish
Letters that have fascinated archeologists since

the Thirties. Abraham Rab

and former

151 4

Km

i
k]
81
m ,m
mmm
mm
m m

PlCﬂNGUPOeBlbh.'lhuynunnnd The fourth Lachish Letter, transisted by Prel. Harry Torczynes, was s ceport from
mhmnuu?mm;n»mwd umhpwummu:yhmmwummmmw

=y

1
1
§ g
K
L

mm.‘l'b‘_eddem
in-chi;
ﬁmoqedmemmdimvuydu

.Acqrguyglw
sunewaeohmlﬂxy

inspect-  Explorition Society ¢ poblish

had

st First T
xth century BCE. R
"mifinhumn'h

lﬂl’ln

"

bad created a

or

_,mmmm.mm I i

Yosef

.wis uneai~

ey
more than 100

m
research. The

mously approved for publication on jts mer-

SETI088
nvimllrlhm!y

%

director of the

mmm hwxﬁ mmwm:
| il i mﬁm I mm
i} m m
Mm m_z_ mw M
m §1454 TTTILS ma 1
i m mhmm mm mmﬁ

RN m.,u

& mdng! |
m w il

is supposied by

4
m

M:whomthlnu—

Aviram, said that the
its by the

cilations,

signal fires  ple who are not peodeisiosals

because we

sccording toall  The article
Anhh.

fe watching.
oy

he would know that for the
afe

were,

w,”_mm_,mm%wh M _ M
it i gl

i i
Hi mmm § m.m i
mﬁm i

w
mmm i m_m,

&

lrmy fought
uanhud of Lachish we
signi

Bibpion’s
- /3.

Jmnkm and lpuu
were left,
Auhh., these alone
of Judah as
be held in
colleaguss,
ﬁnn
the “mwost
arite
qlpnd: of
-w-m!y
wefe DO
w"'...:f

;hm
ﬁmtmmt
mmm i w ! mm
il

“.The king
llllll

Wh
would tell

npm
ooe-of
l.vd

“,m”

mewmw&wm mmm:,mmr mmm



Erar MR ] A5 il
i e s S s Kl i
s _“_Ew itk _wﬁm T hm: il ML u : . w.mﬁ,m@
| m.um m M H mmmum_mﬂ m :FL i &mm..mm w _m : ]
it _mﬁ L i i %ﬁu_m@ v
i _m __ g il el ity % ik
] ,.__ﬁ “mum&& “mmuuq_mmu_.wm mmmm wmwﬂ mwmmw nn_m mm _ wmh mu Raf
LS S w. Y i il e mmm ww m_ mwmm
%Y ¢ L { wmm ;x. mm mm, §1 ,m ﬁ bt w gl
| N ol 1 3; mwm mmmm wﬁmm 1 Byl mmmu mwwmm:m _m“,
: ol \;_....Vw«&\.\.-.. \mrw..,_,, mm mwmwm mumhw Yaeyaatg mmMm mmwmm m»m mww mwmm,m
g 1% 2l {ati l sithe]| 121 r“ﬁm_ il _wmww
SRR 1 LR R | i el
mY__- ;&;. wmmmwmmmn M mm | *23 .m.,mmwamm.m mm m“
V(=52 : _M&m%wm 1258 |fepip ,_dm Zum
S :mww_._w,_w IR pollal ,mm _
umww .\s . \ M m%mn m_m?u » pags .._umm%mmM mwmmM dm m m
| . ._.MH»;E " Mm mmm il wn MMW ww.mwwmmm, f muwm wmmmm.m umm”m“
ikt siflit: ik i kgt W_,w:__mmm”ﬁy il
., meu mw A_%muﬁmm wmmnwmmwmmﬂm“mmm i zwmwmm.mum mm ﬁ MT um“. mzr m mmmm
Wm m uuwm mm umn mMym Mm mmmw mmmw M.m.mm Mm mﬁm sl
% _n mm dik: mf :mwmm m i mm i MN i
i sl

- 74 -



o 8 .Eolomawnﬂ&a. a‘,s._,uag.a?oa, Aﬁmmzﬁ hmmmﬁmw
: .:uumwaﬁﬁ.ﬁnvo E&oﬁoﬂoﬂ.; T iy R

BS'I9A0S - S uo_hn«ma..ou:. .
[ ama_n..vﬁ __m_ﬂo,s%uuwsn,oa U0 qesp 4

- JJEF-IjEUMM ST JAGqe ISpuom oy o[ are | . -
M "I9IP[os dARIq puw Jjqeded ‘o[qeiotoy-
U Jo'.uorssauduyy oy :soATS. :ﬁm«m@om

*Juamue jo- :
a muo%uk )

T30 UM 1104 3, UOM CUIW 3} JO spuel] .
P UIYeam O} PUR-puRY, MoK : GIYdR[s v_ioﬂ mmo_s_ wqﬁo B

0} punoq g.ﬂuﬁ..mdoowﬁon AIB- SIUSWT . WAO STY Aqarop mmnﬁum
- “-91EIs° . S[BILJO OYY, Luray: pedr 9ses[d  :10d ®w Yons areqs jou pnom
A _.S.oE..,wanou,.zuSEo.oE 30 ﬁoﬁ& 05 * "uonenyIs-om e moﬁvnomwuu
Sk B R hﬁnﬁw&a RIame[ EQuE-E

. mqm patm 33335_5
24 pmos AUy SIMOR 5 XNSTY O
g aﬁuﬂﬂ Epu,nﬁ%iom i

ory AveEn - apEdep-®. Usyy _.E,.Bs_._
,»uaéﬁn&%&nnomméo

198 "IN _,_nﬁaﬁaﬁo&:o\_ﬁaaoon&ﬁb@is.

14 0 pIo} U0 uosi o Sea NYEARYSQR SsNEOq SEM
AW OF,, - 31 Jeqy posaSdng. Joukzaao] . inqelegsoy -

: - IDIA- .bggﬁoﬂo.uws._dov;ﬁnﬁﬁ ‘oM

PPEI] WY -SRI, POQUIDSUT: At QXM AGM.Jng

T : : : test I oIy 3 I PIWNSUGS WIAq AR POA

JE .M»w.uoﬁmguoa,ﬁuﬁtom mok ..mﬁ.mo.uowsﬁa ..oa onuouﬁ.ﬁvoo%o& SARY I sIpLIORNE

A... h .Eoﬁuﬁ..o@ﬁuﬁ..uﬁiom IO0A 9o -eay .. padaooe e xia_.n.a I . 91 SEoNS ‘SAUmoop s ,.€<..a=._5

. S Sunoe:nok. oTe. AqAL,. SMO[0F 5B .mS nﬂm&b&ﬁﬁﬁ Ny . o%00 mo& Jo sSumrs _.Eu om.

y i Apm)s mons ,oq A if,
odsar . anun&gmﬁﬁm.mﬁ@i qIARYM Ljfeuonp
vV ~en. Ewouumwba.% “WIOONIN0D 'S8 PAAISS  °




Chapters 4, 5, 6
1. How does 4:14 contradict 2:22? Explain away the contradiction based on Rosh
Hashana 18a and any other answer in the Mikraot Gedolot. What word in 4:14 is
conspicuously missing from 2:22?
2. 4:22-28. What does the sinning of Israel do to nature? See /!\02' ) 3 o> . .nf\ “r 3>
3. 5:1 A. To what can we compare this?
B. Note similarities and differences
C. Record Radak and Abravanel on what Yirmyahu was told to look for and
whether or not he found it.
D. See Ibn Ezra Bereshis 18:20 »'¢» p1»~?. How does it relate to our
Pasuk? Is it more like Radak or Abravanel?
4. Why does Yirmyahu single out Binyamin in 6:1?
5. Which statement in Chapter 6 epitomizes the superficial assurances of the false

prophets? Compare to a modern movement in Israel.




13-20: 1:6

. What is the symbol of the Girdle?

Which prophet almost exclusively gives such prophecies?

Why was it put at Perat?

. Explain Yirmyahu’s fatalism at the end of Chapter 13.

. How can we explain 14:11-12? Doesn’t Hashem always give an opportunity for
repentance?

15:1 Why Moshe and Shmuel?

. What causes 15:10-14? See Koheles 4:2-3; Job 3:1-2

. - What is the point of Jeremiah16 ? Explain in light of Ezekiel 24:15-24.

. What specific transgression does Jeremiah address within these chapters? (Only
mentioned once in the whole sefer)

. Show what the persecution of Yirmyahu drove him to say at the end of Chapter
18.

. What was the reaction of Jeremiah’s sermon of Chapter 19?7 What is Jeremiah’s

response?




Chapters 27-30

. What is the meaning of Jeremiah’s message in 27:1-11?

. What is the point of Jeremiah’s message to Zedekiah? In what way does his
message here differ with the previous calls to repentance? Why?

. 27:21-22. See (Il Kings 12:18-19, II Kings 20:12-21) explain the connection.
. What was the reaction of the people to Jeremiah’s prophecy of doom?

. Are we to assume from chapter 28 that we cannot return even today from exile
until God calls home to Israel through prophecy?

. What prayer is said in many synagogues based on the beginning of Jeremiah 29?
. How many years was the exile to be? Cite references in Tanach to this number of
years.

. The Torah does not record the actual death ( p '~ )* of Jacob. The Talmud
uses Jeremiah 30:10 as a proof text. We all know Jacob died and was embalmed
by the Egyptians and that he is buried with his forefathers at Hebron. What does

the Talmud really mean when they bring in this verse to prove he never died?

*See Tosafos, Taanis S5b >p¥' 3




Chapters 32-35

. What is Yirmyahu told to do in Chapter 32?

Why is he told to do this?
What is his objection?

What is Hashem’s answer?

. How does 32:42 relate to the story of Rabbi Akiva and his friends at the end of

Maseches Makkos? Why was Rabbi Akiva consoled? Surely the sorry situation

still rematsied! (See ec (144 ) Use our chapter for an answer.

. What is the nature of Chapter 33?

. Whatis 2733 ~¥ 3 (33:15) sce 23:5 and Zecharia 3:8; 6:12

. What is the problem of 33:16? Solve the problem (use 23:5 also)

. What sense of order of this book do you get when reading chapters 33,34,35,36?
. Why is Yirmyahu 34 the Haftara of Parshas Mishpatim?

. What lesson is derived from the house of Rechav? What story concerning the

House of Rechav was such a wonder in the eyes of the people? What did it

mean?




