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R. Allen Schwartz ISAIAH YC

(1) Text of Isaiah 1-12 with traditional commentaries of

Mikraot Gedolot, Abrabanel, Malbim, Da'at Mikra

(2)Historical Background: Introduction of Anchor Bible
to Isaiah pp XXIV - XXX
(3)Supplementary Readings:y:ﬂ-j( ; ﬂ?ﬁi//;) ?79 ; prat D 1123

(4)Midterm: Da'at Mikra chapters 28-39; 55:6-66 ( TAKE HouE)

(5)Special emphasis placed on eschatological prophecies

¢) The nature of chapler 4o (7] PAPER £ FinvAL
( { \

Needed for every class

Mikraot Gedolot Isaiah, with Malbim

Full Tanakh
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“And the Lord God took the man and placed him in the garden of Fden to
serve itand keep it™ - - these are the sacrifiees, as it is said (ix, 3, 12):0 " You
shall serve God on this mountain™; and (Num. 28, 2): My ollcring of my
bread for a tie (.)IT(‘Iiny.. a sweet savour, you shall keep to offer me in its

scason’.

Said R. Assi, Why do children begin their studics from Jorat Kohanim and
not from Bereshit? But children are pure and the sacrifices are pure. Let the
pure come and occupy themselves with the purc.

T ——

“And Abiaham said. O Lord God, How shall 1 know that I will inherit it?"
R. Hiyya b. R. Hannina said: Not as one who casts doubt, but he meant, By
what merit? God nns\\ucd By the means of the atonements with which
I shall provt(—lz—;om children, *Take me a heifer of three- -yemrs-old, and &
she- goat of three-years old and a ram of (hree-ycars old, a turtic-dove and
young pigeon™: He showed him all the atonements. i.e. the sacrifices.

uon fre ¥ (Bereshit Rabbah 44, 17)
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To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto Me?
saith the Lord;

09

bRy mnh
» Ll yhwa o by w2 phus
S G W wiv nop by i
And Saruel said,
Ffath the Ford ns gient delighi in bmat-cfierings and sacriflee
as in hearkening to the voice of the Lard?
neliold v oliey is better then saeriflee, te heecken than the fat

of rams,
(1 Sam. 15, 22)

F2371) CRXDL iR 0D
ioNn wnivy Wy
Frar I desire meicy aird not saeriflee
snd the knowledge of God ratlier thom Lurnt-offerings,
(Hosea 6, 6)
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I hate, I despise your feasts, and I will take 6o delight in your
solcin sssemblies.
Yen, though ve ofier Me burnt-oiferings and your meal-
offcfings. I will not aceept theing
neither will 1 regexd the peace-offerings of your {at beasts.
Tske thou sway from Me the noise of thy sougs,
and let Me not hear the melody of thy psalteries.
But let justice well up as waters and iightcousness as a mighty

stredin,
(Amos 5, 21—24)

[ am full of the burnt-offerings of rams and the It of fed
Leasts;

and I delight not in the blood of bullocks or lambs or of he-
goats.

Wihen ye come to appear beforc Me,

who hath required this at your hand to trample My courts?
Bring no more vain oblations; it is an offering of abomination
unto Me;

new moon and sabbath, the holding of convocations —

1 cannot endure injquily along with solemn assenbly.

Your new moons and your appointed seasons My soul hatcth;
they are a burden unto Me.

(Isaiah 1, 11—14)

A certain Gentile asked Rabbi Akiva: Why do you cclebrate the festivals?
Did not the loly One blessed be He say thus o you: “Your new moons and

)our festivals My soul hateth™? Rabbi Akiva answered hnn ll' Ie had said,
UMy new moons and My festivals My soul hateth™

you would have been
vight. But what He said was, “Your festivals

and your new moons..."”
(Bamidbar Rabbal)
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1t is impossible to go suddenly from onc extreme to the other; the nature of
man will not allow him suddenly to discontinue everything to which he has
been accustomed. Now God sent Moses to make (the Israclites) 4 kingdom
of priests and a holy nation (Ex. 19, 6) by mecans of the knowiedge of God.
Cf.: *Know therefore this day, and consider it in thine heart, that the Lord is
God" (ibid. 5. 39). The Israclites were commanded to devole themselves 1o
His service; cf.: “and to scrve Hlim with alt your beart” (ibid. 11, 13): “and
you shall serve the Lord your God™ (Ex. 23, 25); “and ve shall serve Him™

Deut. 13, 5). But the general mode of worship in which the Isracliles were
srought up, consisted in sacrificing animals in temples containing hinages, to
wow down to those images, and to burn incense before them. It was in
\ccordance with the wisdom and plan of Guod, as displayed in the whole
“reation. that He did not command us to give up and to discontinue all these
nodes ol worship: for to obey such a commandment would have been
:ontrary to the nature of man, who pencrally clings to that to which he is
ised; it would in those days have made the sanme impression as a prophet
sould make at present if he calicd us to the service of God and told us in His
\ame, that we should not pray to Him, not fust, not seek FHis help in time of
rouble; that we should serve Tim in thought, and not by any action. For
‘his reason God allowed these rituals to continue; e translierred o His
<ervice that which had formerly served as a worship of cr cated beings, and
of things imaginary and unreal, and commanded us to serve Him in the same
manner; viz., to build uuto Him a teraple; cf.: “And they shall make unto Me
a sanctuary” (Ex. 25, 8); to have the altar erected to His name; cf.: “An
altar of caith thou shalt make unto Me” (ibid. 20, 21); to offer the sacrifices
to Him: f.: “If any man of you bring an offering uhto the Lord” (Lev. 1, 2),
10 bow down to Him and to burn incense before Him. He has forbidden us to
do any of these things to any other beings.

By this Divine plan the traces of idolatry were blotted out, and the truly

great principle of our faith, the Existence and Unity of God, was firmly
established; this aim was achieved without deterring or confusing the minds
of the people by the abolition of the service to which they were accustomed
and which alone was familiar to them.
1 know that you will at first thought reject this idea and find it strange; you
will put the following question to me in your heart: 1low can we suppose that
Divine commandments, prohibitions, and important acts, which are fully
explained, and for which certain scasons are fixed, should not have been
conunanded for their own sake, but only for the sake of some other thing; as
if they were only the means which He employed for His primary end? What
prevented Him {rom making His primary end a direct conmandmernt to us,
and to give us the capacity of obeying it? ‘Those precepts which in your
opinion arc only the means and not the end would then have becn
unnecessary, Hear my answer, which will cure your heart of this diseasc and
will show you the truth of that which 1 have pointed out W you.

‘There occurs in the Law u passage which conlains exactly the same idea;
it is the following: “God led them not through the way of the land of the
Philistines, although that was near; for God said, Lest peradventure the
people repent when they sce war, and they return to Egypt; but God led the
people about, through the way of the wilderness of the Red Sea”, etc. (Ex.

I

/QN7J

Aot

13, 17). Here God led the people abuut, away from the direct road which He
oripinally intended, beeause He feared they might meet on that way with
hardships too great lor their ordinauy strength: He took them by another
yoad in order W achieve His original aim. In the sune manner God refrained
lrom prescribing whal the people by their natural disposition would be
imcapable of obeying, and pave the above-mentioned commandments as @
means of securing Hlis chiel object, viz.. to spread a knowledge of Him
Gumong the people), and to cause them to rejuct idolatry.

Iis contrary 1o man's nature that he should suddenly abandon all the
ditterent kinds of Divine seevice and the dillerent customs in which he has
been brought up, and which have been so general, that lhc{g}ycrc considered
as a matter of course; it would be just as il a person traingl 1o work as @
glave with mortar and bricks. or similar things, should inl‘q‘(vrupl his work,
clean his hands. and at once fight with real giams. It was the result of God's
wisdom that the israclites were led in the witderness Ul they acquired
courage. For itis awedl known fact that the rough conditions of desett
travel, produce tough fighters, whilst the reverse (soft conditions) is the
cource of faint-heartedness: besides, another peneration rose during the
wanderings that had not been accustomed to degradation and slavery. All
the travelling in the wilderness was regulated by Divine commands through
Moses: ¢l TAU the commandment of the ford they rested, and at the
comnunduient of the Lord they journeyed™.

In the same way the sacrificial portion of the Torah was prompted b\
Divine wisdom, according to which people are allowed 1o continue the kind
of worship to which _they have been accustomed, in order that they might
acquire the true Taith, which is the chigf object (of God's commandiments).

Since the sacrilicial service is not the primary object (ol the

commandments about sacrifice), whilst supplications, praycrs, and similar
kinds of worship are nearer ta the primary abject. and indispensable for
obtaining it, a great difference was made in the Law between these two kinds
of service. The one kind, which consists in offering saciifices, although the
sacrifices are offercd to the name of God, has not been made obligatory for
us to the same extent as it had been before. We were not commanded to
sacrificc in cvery place, and in every time, or to build a temple in every place,
or to permit any one who desires to become a priest and to sacrifice. On the
contrary, all this is prohibited unto us. Only one temple has been appointed,
“in the place which the Lord shall choose” (Deut. 12, 26); in no other place
is it allowed to sacrifice; cl.: “Take heed to myself, that thou offer nat thy
burnt-offerings in cvery place that thou seest” (ibid. 5, 13); and only the
members of a particular family were atlowed to officiate as priests. All these
__restrictions served to limit this kind of worship, and keep it within those
bounds within which God did not think it necessary to abolish sacrificial
service altogether. But prayer and supplication can be offered  everywhere
and by cvery person. The same is the case with the commandment of zizit
(Num. 15, 38); mezuzah Meut. 6, 9; 11, 20); tefillin (Ex.’13, 9, 16); and
similar kinds of Divine service. ¥ ’
Accordingly, the Prophets frequently reprove their fellow-men for being
over-zealous and exerting themselves too much in bringing sacrifices; the
prophets thereby proclaimed that sacrifices were not essential, and God does
not require them. Samuel therefore said, “Hath the Lord as great delight in
burnt-offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the Lord” (1 Sam.
15, 22)? lIsaiah gxclaimed, “To what purpose is the multitude of your
sacrifices unto me”? saith the Lord” (Isa. 1, 11); Jeremiah declared: “For 1
spake not unto your fathers, nor commanded them in the day that I brought
them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt-offerings or sacrifices. But
this thing commanded I them, saying, Obey My voice™.
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“Speak unto the children of Isracl that they bring Me an offering . . . and ( 5)
thou shait make an altar of acacia wood”'. The whole matter of the can- . l;' ) ‘; s I
delabra, the table, the altar, the boards, the tent and the curlains and all AU 727 0K NDI0Y MY33 DOKY MY i 1Yy o3 b ow 12 Yun
' - . Y " Asenpee vy L,
the vessels of the Tabernacle — what were they for? Said Isracl before AN RN IV AW 9y N

the Holy One Blessed be He: Lord of the Universe! The kings of the
nations, they have their tent, table, candlesticks and incense burner.
Such arc the trappings of sovereignty. or cvery king has nced of such
things. Should not Thou, our King, Redeemer and Saviour, therefore be
equipped with the trappings of sovercignty, to make known (o all the (Vayikra Rabbah)
denizens of the world that Thou art the King?

Said He to them: Children! You who are flesh and blood have need off
all this, but as for Me, I need it not, since before Me therc is neither eating
nor drinking. 1 have no need of light, as My scrvants prove. Yor the sun
and moon give light to the whole world and I enrich them with My light

o . () < g
and 1 shall watch over you for good, in virtue of the merits of your fore- [C N {5 ! ~ 9 / ? 1
fathers. / -

isracl thus replied to the Holy One: Lord of the Universe! We scck not
the forclathers. “For Thou art our father, though Abraham be ignorant N !OF N

It may be compared to a king's son who was addicted to carrion and
forbidden meats. Said the King: He shall always eat at my table and soon get
out of the habit.

of us and Israel acknowledge us not” (Isaiah 63, 16). Said the lloly
Onc. .. to them: If so, make that which you desire, but make them as [
command you . .. as it is said: “And make for Me a sanctuary ... and

The view is not even referred to here that the aim of the sacrifices was to
prevent idolatry. What the Israclites are commanded here is erely to
partake only of the meat of sucrifices. The Midrash does not belittle the
importance of sacrifices. On the contrary, they are piven an important place
in the precepts of Judasim. The worshipper who partakes of the sacrifice sits

ﬁ%’jp{c Q)/\.L)\.}g ﬂ); RIAN 0w G ﬂ 2 ty\_ at the table of the Lord.
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Only Nouh who had scen the total destruction of a corrupt world, from
which he was miraculously delivered, lully appreciated that his life was
wholly dependent on Divine grace. He gave expression to this teeling
through the means of an animal sacrifice. The blood on the altar symboliscs
the human soul. Noal wished to indicate that man belonged both body and
soul to God “in whose hand is the soul of every living thing and the spirit of
all human flesh.”

The real significance of the sacrifice may be gauged from Abraham’s
offering. [e had withstood nine Divine trials and was confronted by the
scverest — the sacrifice of his only son, whose life was dearer to him than
his own. After he displayed his readiness and implicit obedience to the
Divine behest, he was bidden to offer a substitute. This clearly indicates that
the animal sacrifice symbolises complete surrender to the will of the
Almighty. Fear of God implies whole-hearted obedience to His dictates.
“Now | know that thou art a Godfearing man, secing thou hast not withheld
thy son, thine only son from Me™ (Genesis 22, 12).

“What man socver there be that killeth an ox...” (Leviticus 17, . R
Pinhas said in the name of R. Levi: 1t may be compared Lo a king's son who
was addicted to carrion and forbidden meats. Said the king: Let him partake
of them always at my table, and he will soon get vut of the habit. So it was
with Isracl. They had ajﬁssion for idotatry and brought their sacrifices to
ke satyrs, in defiance of God's law. Said the Holy One blessed be He: Let

them sacrifice their offerings in the Tent of Meeting. and they will give up

idolatry.
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Torban — A Sacrificial Worship

The study of human wor-
sitip shows thal the sacri-
fice of animals is practiced
among all races of man. It
Leeame a part of his lfes-
yle. With very few excep:
tions, this worhsip laa ed
man of w method of reech-
ing spiritual planes. The
heathen  veorld  practiced
sacrifical worship through
liceutivus  rites, immoral
aund eruel ways. Their doe-
trines were irrational,
steeped in deinonoly and
magis.

In absolute contrast, we
vead the book of Leviticus
witich banishes everything
cruel and unholy from the
sacrificial rites. Moreover,
the etficacy of o Korban is
consumarated  with the
atonement for sins commit-
ted unwitlingly., The
impnct of the {orhan
foeuses on the Sanctuary by
ihe spiritual axis around
which life revolved. The
Temple was the spiritusl

"ot Uess whvrewan poured,

out his heart, and the Kor-
ban served as an empirical
instrument to awaken hini
to his duties to G-d and fel-
fow 1man. The term Korban,
signifies L'Karev, to create
» rapproachment between
Isruel and their Heavenly
Father, not just through
meditation but also witn a
personal invelvement
which stirred the senses to

religious cemmitment. ..

Indeed Lthe various types of
FGortannt remulale every
sphere ‘of life Lo sublime

elhiical eonduct. The Kor-

hen Olah (buent offering)

expressed seil-surrender to
G.d's will, The Korba
Shetamim (peace offering),
demonstrated man's grati-
tude for G-d's bounty and
merey. The Forban Chatat
(sin offering), depiets sor-
vow for having erred and
the Vidoy and ‘Teshuva
(confession) shows [irm
resolution o recenvile one's
{aults. Furthermore, the
congrrepationsl spcrifices
taupht the vitel lesson of
the interdependence of all
of Klal Jsracl. It revived in
cach one the conscientions
cernmitment to his nation.
A sinner whodid not repent
his inequities brought the
entire nation to a state of
impurity and deseeration.
Iudividual rtefilement wea-
kened the morals and con-
ceeration of all ihe
members of the $lal,
Maimouides (Hilehot
lieilah Per. 1) classities
sacrifices as among the
Chukim — laws transcend-

"ine human intellect and the

necessits to justi{y the cone
cept of Koroanot o3 super-
fluous. e strengtheus his
theory by quoting Al
vaharsu Laalot D

Haoshem, Pen Yiirolz Dam
(Gen. 18:24). Man should
not clzim a hizh moun'ain
lest he awaken Ged's wrath,
Maimonides siates that the
Torah specifically varns us
to observe lirst the Chukim
and then BMishpatim os
etated  “Ushmartem Tt
Chukolzi Vet Mishipstai”
Ou the other hand, in his
Moreh (Guide to Perplexed
Chelek ), Maiimonides
advoeates a rationadistic
view for Korbanot in aei-
erel, decluring that the
gperificinl vites were
ordained ns an accowsole-
tion o 2 people who lived
~mong  idolatrous neigh-
bors ard the purpose was to
wean them awey from
dobased veligious rites
which were cotiion prac:
tice amonp the nations.
Indeed in Perek 46, Daima-
nides justifies his contew-
tion gtating that anironls
were regorded as the gods
of many nations: sheep

were Lhe gods of Veypl

voits the gods of Kasdim,
cattle the gods of Hindus,
Sphsequently, G-d com-
mreaded lis nadion te obii-
terate the anvient doctrines
they were inhibited with
for o6 longy aad purane spir-
itund worship based o pur-
iy
Moctonentdes
tlationides’ assertions as
Diveel Havay (statements
ontside the realm of real-
ity). ile questions the the-
Adam,

to

roefers

ory regarding
Flonh, Hebel and others
prive io any  idolatroeas

cuetta, Uid Bilaam sacrifice
to G-d, in the contezt of
Minimenides? e, why did
(1-d respond to him? Mach-
inanides presents a more
symbelic explanation to

Korbanct, according to
Uabalah: Sacrifices have »

mystericus effect on the
hieavenly spheres. Accord-
ing to the Pshat (ordinary
sxplanation), the sinner
has Lorfeited his life to G-d
by commitling an inequity.
Nut G-4, by ilis gracious
provision, permits him to
substitute his puilt or
sranefer his inequiiies Lo
the Korban, By the varicus
Avedet dene tothesacrifice
and throush sincere atone-
inent, he rezches cxpira-
tion.

Inen IBara scews to
advoents Nachmanides'
point of view. Howev ',
Abarbenel {imds sunuvort
for Qlabmenides’ viow by
yuoting  the RMidresh of
Pabbi lovi (M.E, Lev. 22)
“A lkine noliced that liis son
wag wont to eat of the meal
of nndinals that kad diad by
therselives (Wevelet-tere-
fat) o1 those that hiad been
iorn by beasts. So the king
said —“let hitm eat at my
table and he.will rid him-
self of that gross habil”
The Isreelites were znnk in
Kevpiizn  idolatry, aod
were voons to cffer sacrifi-
ces lo the deinuns, There-
fore G- said “Let them
offer their sacrifices belore
e ot the Tabernacle and
they will be waaned away
from idolatry and thus be

| — e

saved.” (Sce Rubbi Hol-
finan in his introduction to
Gefers Vayvikra, refuting
Abarbanel’s support  io
Llaimonides). Hagnon Bad
Mesheeh Choctuna,
entzacompromize between
Mauimonides and his sdver-
saries, hhaimonides' justifi-
cation rofers to those saeti-
fices brought prioc to the
erection of the sanetuary of
Jamol, as hoving no per-
manent sanctification, just
o wean Am Isracl away
from the universal culls,
However, the snerifices ol
Termple worship, had
higher spivitual roals
which brought man tospir-
itual aseention. As King
David (Ps. h1-18. 19) stated
referring to the biuunot —
“7i {0 Tachpotz Zevach
Vaelna Clah Lo Tirtza” —
For thou delightest net in
gacrifica else would 1 give
it. Thou hast no pleasure in
burnt offering.” But reler-
ring to the Temple — "ist
Zion Tivael Chomot Yeru-
ghalayin, Az Tachpotz Ziv-
chi Zodeld” — Thesacrifices
of G-d are a breken spirit, o

TN

brolen and a coulrita
henrt, O G-d Thou will not

despige.”

Rabli Yitzchek Araann
understood Korbanet inthe
coniext of mun showing
gratitude snd devetion and
his willingness to “give” W
other. There is that inuale
feeling in man lo share his
Inn itk fellow man and
snerifice  enlisiices The
ciidenvor. The blaheral
declares that lorbanoet
show man's surrender to G-
< eud totad esafidence i
1lip. CGther commentaries
goe suerifice av 2 “newness”
of mwan, discherging his
guiit and becaming n“new"
.

As a vesult of the seerifi-
ces of Am Israel in asaneli-
fyiny manaer, noother peo-
pic ever attained a higher
concept of G-d 2ud a betier
appreciation of the vitai
significance of holiness in

the tife of man and Lis
nation in the kistory of

monlkind.
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AUTHORSHIP' OF THE SECOND
1E PART OF ISAIAH

CuarTeRs XL-LXVI

ers differ considerably from those
Tthh?eﬁctls‘tmhalf of lIsaiah (chapters 1-XXXIX).
here the Prophet is speaking to the cxtm.-.ns.of
1 independent state of Judah; here the Jewish
ciles in Babylon are addressed—whose Temple
as been destroyed, whose city Jerusalem is
esolate and forsaken, and the people tl_\em_selv&l;_
uffering the physical and morrzz m?ﬁg? ea(:'s

ivity. Thus there is a span ol S ¢

. Bl e o

cficcted in the twe pasts of she Bosk. Fucther-

more, the predominant nowe 0 ihe prophecics
of the first part of Isaiah is warming, lest Isracl
suffer destruction through rebellion against God ;
the note of the second part is comfort—Israel
having suffered more than due for its sins.

Are both parts of the Book the work of one
hand, Isaiah, the statesman-prophet of Jerusalem?
Or, Is the second part the work of an unknown
prophet in Babylon, whose anonymous writings
were later appended to the Prophecies of Isaiah?

This question can be considered dispassion-
ately. It touches no dogma, or any religious
principle in Judaism; and, moreover, does not
materially aflect . the understanding of the
prophecies, or of the human conditions of the
Jewish people that they have in view.

Until the beginning of the nineteenth century,
it was almost the universal belief that the whole
Book of lsaiah is by one hand. As early as
200 B.c.E. (Ecclesiasticus xLviit, 23-25), chapters
xL-Lxvi were looked upon as the prediction of
national disaster by lsaiah, and the consolation
which the prophet bequeathed to his brethren
who were doomed in later times to the fate of
exile. In these chapters, it was held, the Prophet
is by the Spirit carried forward out of his own
age; so that, in spirit, he is living amidst the
exiles one hundred and fifty years after his day.
Prediction, though not by any means the whole
of prophecy, is yet of its very essence. This is
particularly true of the prophecies of lsaiah.
Thus, he forerold the fall of the Northern King-
dom; and we read that he prepared a written
record of his teaching in another connection and
deposited it as a sealed document for future days.
‘Bind up the testimony, seal the instruction
among My disciples. And | will wait for the
Lorp, that hideth His face from the house of
Jacob, and I will look for Him’ (Isa. viu, 16, 17).
Why then could not his Prophetic gaze penetrate
the future that awaited his people zcross the
generations, and send his exiled brethren a
message of comfort and hope? There is thus
nothing inherently improbable in the traditional
belief; and, though it finds few modern sup-
porters, it has had able defenders among scholars,
Jewish and non-Jewish; to name only Luzaztto
in the nineteenth century, and Kaminka in the
twentieth,

However, nearly all scholars to-day assume that
the author of the later chapters was not identical
with the author of chapters 1-xxxix. Ibn Ezra
was the first who maintained that they are the

el zayniini~zan SRS
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FROM THE PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION!

This work, which gives ths text in Hebrew and English, accompanied by a brief
exposition of both the Pentateuch and the Haftorahs for use in Synagogue, School, and
Home, supplies a long-felt want among English-speaking Jews. The glosses on the Penta-
teuch (without the Haftorahs) by David Levi and Isaac Delgado were published 140 years
ago, and are, besides, unobtainable to-day. In 1844, De Sola, Lindenthal, and Raphall
began a commentary on the Sacred Scriptures, of which Genesis alone appeared. The
English translation, however, was fantastic, the notes voluminous, and the Haftorahs
were not included. Kalisch's volumes on Genesis, Exodus, and Leviticus were not written
for the Synagogue or for the Jewish Home. All other Jewish Scriptural publications in
England and America, either omitted the Hebrew text or were without a Commentary
for general use.

TexT. 1 am deeply grateful to the Committee of the British and Foreign Bible Society
for their courtesy in generously granting me the use of the plates of their standard and
beautiful edition of the Hebrew Text.

COMMENTARY. In the preparation of the Commentary I have had the valuable
assistance of Dr. J. Abelson (Gen. 1-x1 and Numbers) ; Dr. A. Cohen (Gen. xu—xxxv,
Exod. xxi1-xL, Leviticus, and Deut. 1-xvi) ; the late Rev. G. Friedlinder (Gen. xxxvi-L
and Exod. 1-xx); and the Rev. S. Frampton (the Haftorahs). In placing their respective manu-
scripts at my disposal, they allowed me the widest editorial discretion. 1 have condensed or
enlarged, re-cast or re-written at will, myself supplying the Additional Notes as well as
nearly all the introductory and concluding comments to the various sections. To all my
collaborators, as well as to Prof. I. Epstein and the Rev. M. Rosenbaum for much helpful
criticism, I would herewith express my heart-felt thanks.

AUTHORITIES. Jewish and non-Jewish commentators—ancient, medieval, and modern
—have been freely drawn upon. ‘Accept the true from whatever source it come,’ is sound
Rabbinic doctrine—even if it be from the pages of a devout Christian expositor or of an
iconoclastic Bible scholar, Jewish or non-Jewish. This does not affect the Jewish
Traditional character of the work. My conviction that the criticism of the Pentateuch
associated with the name of Wellhausen is a perversion of history and a desecration of
religion, is unshaken; likewise, my refusal to eliminate the Divine either from history or fram

human life. ...

In concluding this labour of love, I recall the sacred memory of one, cut off in the midst
of her years, whose wise counsel and religious enthusiasm induced me to undertake, amid
the distractions and duties of my office, the vital task of a People’s Commentary on the
Pentateuch. And I offer praise to Almighty God for having given me life, strength, and

opportunity to see the completion of that task.

London, Lag be-Omer, 5696
10 May, 1936

work of a contemporary of the events which they ’

presuppose. And it has often been pointed out
that neither the appearance of Cyrus nor the
captivity of Israel is ever predicted in them;
they are everywhere assumed as facts known to
the readers. The name ‘Isaiah’, it is argued, does
not occur in the second part, nor any personal
reference that could connect the author with the
older Prophet. It is also held to be significant
that, in the Synagogue, the order in which the
Great Prophets were originally arranged was
Jeremiah, Ezekicl, Isaiah—suggesting that those
responsible for this ancient arrangement were
conscious that elements were contained in the
Book of Isaiah which were of a later date than
the Prophet Ezekiel. For these reasons, among
others, modern scholars refer to the author of
chapters xL-Lxv1 as the Second Isaiah, or some
equivalent term like Deutero-Isaiah, or Isaiah
of Babylon.

None of the arguments for the dual author-
ship of lsaiah explain how the name of that
Prophet whose outpouring brought about a
resurrection of Jewish life in the Holy Land
should have been clean forgotten; and forgotten
by the very people who cherished the name of
the earlier seer for prophecies which were of
no direct concern to them (Kaminka). Neither
is the newer view strengthened by those who
would restrict the work of the Second [saiah
to chapters xL-Lv, and confer the authorship of
the remaining eleven chapters on ‘Trito-Isaiah’,
or divide them among a third and fourth Prophet
of that later age. The arguments on which such
further subdivision is based are extremely
precarious. And even from the literary angle,
that procedure disregards the ‘Law of parsimony’
in Nature. The prophecies in chapters XL-Lv
reveal one of the world’s greatest masters of
literature; and no less so do the portions assigned
by the Critics to ‘Trito-lsaiah’. In grandeur,
spiritual insight, and religious power, these
chapters reach a level that is not surpassed by
Isaiah of Jerusalem. It is no small strain on
credulity to believe in two or three contemporary
literary and spiritual geniuses of the first order
(Wiener).

1t may be added that the Critics are hopelessiy
at variance as to the place where those prophecies
were written. Some favour Babylon; others,
Palestine, Egypt. or Pheenicia.

J. H. HERTZ.
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