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March 2021
Please share with your faculty:
Interactive Formative Assessment Tools for Online Classes

Two big challenges of teaching online are making sure students are actively engaged and are comprehending the information presented to them.  For this reason, it is important for online classes to incorporate interactive formative assessments which keep the learner engaged and provide insight into their learning of the material.   Some interactive formative assessment tools that can be incorporated into online lessons are Pear Deck for Google Slides, Flipgrid, and Zoom Poll.  A brief description of each tool is presented below along with link to a video tutorial of each tool.


Pear Deck for Google Slides

Pear Deck is a free, add-on, feature for Google Slides which allows you to build in real-time, interactive, formative assessments into their Google Slide presentations.  This feature allows you to choose from and customize pre-designed question templates, or to create your own activities and interactive questions which are presented to students during Google Slide presentations.  Please watch this video tutorial for more information about how to set up and use Pear Deck.  

Flipgrid

Flipgrid is a website where you can create a video discussion grid. For example, for each grid, an instructor poses a topic question to the class, and students record their responses in video or audio format.  These video or audio response are presented in a grid format.  Flipgrid provides many customizable features including, the length of each recorded response, the option for the instructor to moderate responses before they are posted, and the option to video record your own-self posing the discussion question.  Here is a video tutorial showing how Flipgrid works.  

Zoom Poll

If you are conducting a class over zoom, there is an option on zoom to create a real-time poll or survey.  There are options to make responses anonymous and to see the results in real-time or after the zoom session.  You can also customize how many answers respondents can provided.  Here is a link to a video tutorial which shows you how to create a zoom poll.  

Google Quiz
Google quiz, which can be found under Google Forms, provides a quick way to administer, grade and analyze quiz results.  It has many different customizable features including, different question types to choose from, the ability for the instructor and students to upload pictures and images, the option to create time limits on questions, and the ability to see results immediately.  In addition, it will generate bar graphs of the results and will provide descriptive information about mean scores on the quiz.  Here is a video tutorial which explains how to create and administer a Google Quiz, along with the different customization features.  

Check Out!:  Fleming, N. (2020).  7 ways to do formative assessment in your virtual classroom.  Edutopia.  Retrieved February 9, 2021 from https://www.edutopia.org/article/7-ways-do-formative-assessments-your-virtual-classroom

Please share examples of formative online assessment techniques you have found to be effective and I will feature those examples on YU’s Learning Assessment Website.  

Please contact me if you need any assistance with designing online learning assessments. 
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