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Yehoshua: Yehoshua is about Kibush and Chiluk. Conquering and Dividing the land.

Congquering: What happened when Yehoshua crossed in the land and there were 32
countries already living there? Rashi says he offered them to leave or fight. Rashi said the
Torah began with Bereishis to show the world that the land of Israel belongs to the Jews,
and they are not inhibiting upon the land. Meanwhile, the rambam, ramban, and tosfos all
say that rashi is wrong. They cite the Yerushalmi in which Yehoshua gave the people 3

" choices, not 2. The additional choice was to convert and keep 613 mitzvos, or not convert
and keep 7 mitzvos, living peacefully beside the jews. ‘

Rashi says if this is historically true, then the bavli would have said it. He rejected the
yerushalmi because of a proof in yehoshua. That the Givonim destroyed their stuff to
make it look like they were travelers stopping in the land, and hadn’t actually been
residing there. They tricked yehoshua. He found out the truth later on. -

Tosfos agrees that yehoshua offered the 3" option, but says he told them they must
decide on that day, and they refused. During the fighting, one nation changed their mind,
but it was too late to make peace. This is how the givonim made peace, by tricking
yehoshua into thinking they were just travelers. Yehoshua didn’t chase after the
girgoshim or anyone that left on their own during the fighting.

Dividing: The land was divided according to the needs of each tribe. 2-1/2 tribes got their
lot outside of Israel, because they had lots of cattle. Reuven, Gad, and half of Menasheh.
They built a large mizbayach to bring a korban, which is against the torah law. When this
happeneds, the other 9-1/2 tribes wanted to wipe them out. Korbanos needed to be
brought at the mishkan. Previously others had brought korbanos in random places, so
why was it suddenly a big deal? Because of Heter.Bamos. When the mishkan was
traveling, it was permtted to bring korbanos in other places. When the mishkan stood at
Shiloh or yerushalayim however, you must bring korbanos there only.

Shoftim: This sefer is a vicious cycle of the jews sinning, hashem sends them an Oyev,
the jews cry, hashem hears the cries and sends a shofet, the shofet saves the people, the
shofet dies, and the jéws sin. This cycle repeats itself 15 times in the book. Only one
shofet actually sat and gave judgement, Devorah. The shoftim were saviours, warriors,
judging the goyim more than anyone. The last shofet gets a book of his own, Shmuel.

Schmuel: The Nevi’im thought he was so great, hashem said in yirmiyahu “even if
moshe and shmuel come, I won’t listen”, comparing the greatness or shmuel to moshe.
The first 7 chapters of shmuel discuss his leadership. He was the spiritual, military,
political, etc. leader of the jews. The jews ended up rejecting him, and made a king, so
that there would be a leadership which could pass down hereditarily. Shmuel was angry.
The jews had asked Gideon previously to be king, but he declined. Shmuel was upset
because they had asked to have a king, “like all nations”. The ramban and ron say he was
angry because he’s the shofet who helped them throughout the years, and now they’re
disrespecting him. They also told him they didn’t want his sons, that they were bad. The
rambam says he was angered because they said give us a king “now”.
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The rest of shmuel discusses shaul’s ups and downs. The jews had gotten the type of
leader they deserved. Dovid defeated everyone in his path, till he arranged to lose one
battle, because he fell in love with a woman. Dovid responded to the prophet of the time
about taking this woman. Any other kind would take any woman they wanted and anyone
who questioned them, was dead. Instead dovid responded.

Melochim: Dovid dies and his son takes over, Shlomo fell to the 3 passions the torah
warned to avoid. Wives, horses, and money. He wanted to ally himself with all the kings
of the world. All the women wanted their sons to be the next king. The mother of the next
king wasn’t even jewish. Shlomo’s government was bloated, causing too many taxes on
the people. When his son was going to take over, they said lower the taxes if you want to
be king. He said no, and they rebelled against him. He became king over 2 large areas,
and there was another king, yeruvum, king over the other 10 areas.

They once tried to unite under one king, altalyah, but she killed every descendant of
dovid, except yoesh, a 1 year old baby they kept hidden. When they killed altalyah, they
made yoesh king. He was 7 years old at the time. He later on fixed up the beis
hamikdosh. ‘

Along came 4 nevi’im, hoshea and amos to speak to the northern 10 areas, and yeshayahu
and micha to speak to the southern 2 areas. They warned about a new threat if the people
didn’t repent. The south listened, however the north didn’t. Yeshayahu got the south to
listen and avoid destruction from ashur. Therefore he’s known as having consolation
prophecies. He gives lots of prophecies about moshiach coming.

Yeshayahu: Therefore a lot of yeshayahu is about moshiach coming. Christians change
this text to their liking. Yeshayahu lives from ~740-700 BCE. Around 740 the northem
kingdom joined with an enemy, Arom, against a larger enemy, Ashur. They wanted the
south to join with them as well. The king of the south was inclined, but Yeshayahu
warned against deing so. He said whoever is part of the coalition will soon be destroyed.
Achaz, the king of the south doesn’t listen and joins anyways. He asks yeshayahu for a
miracle to show that he should listen to him, and yeshayahu responds that a baby will be
born who will save you. Christians say this is jesus. Achaz wanted to see a miracle on the
spot, and not a future promise. The child turned out to be Chizkiyahu who saved them
from Achaz.

The last 27 chapters of Yeshayahu seem to be out of place chronologically. The end of
his book describes the end of bovul. This was 200 years after he was alive.

Yirmiyahu: In 620, Yirmiyahu said repent or go to exile for 70 years. But yishayahu had
already given prophecy to the destruction of the temple. We have 2 solutions for this, _
Either there was a second yishayahu later on, iamed Ezra, or these prophecies were only
written prophetically, and meant to be revealed later on, if the events occurred. Good
prophecy is never changed, yet bad prophecy can be undone. Yirmiyahu is a prophet of
doom and gloom, and of rebuilding. He prophecizes about the destruction of the temple,



and a 70 year wait to return.

Yechezkel: Was a tragic figure. He actually acted out prophecies. Lots of unique
prophecies. There is a debate in meforshim whether he actually did these things.

Trei Asar: These 12 books were put into 1, because they were so small, people were
afraid of them getting lost. Hoshea and Amos gave prophecy at the same time to the
people in northern Israel. While they both spoke to the people about to be destroyed,
Hoshea spoke to the leaders, kings, etc, and Amos to the men on the street. The first
opening prophecy of Hoshea is to marry a famous harlot, and to have children with her,
not even knowing if they’re his children. Hoshea. is supposed to represent god, and the
woman represents Israel, going after other gods.

Hashem tells yechezkel to shave every hair on his head. There are many commentaries
amongst the Sephardim, the rambam, etc claim that the reasons for these things are to be
figurative. They were not actualty done. He envisioned these things happening. Hoshea
didn’t actually marry a harlot. Yechezkel’s wife didn’t actually die. He had a dream
which affected him. This occurs in tanach many times. They are metaphors, to be able to
give better prophecies because of the visions.

‘Rashi is in the school of literalists. Rashi explains things as having been done literally,
not as metaphors. If it’s written, he did it. Rashi lived in France, living around christians.
Christians algorized the whole bible. Even though it guides their lives, they don’t follow
it, they answer that they are not literal commandments, but figurative, and need to be
accepted on a deeper meaning. Only the 10 commandments actually need to be done.
Therefore jews living among Christians like to understand the bible literally, so as not to
take things out of context. Once a jew says the snake didn’t actually speak, the Christians
decide to make other things figurative. Yeshayahu says when moshiach comes, lions will
lie with lambs. To rashi this is literal. Rambam says he is referring to violent people will
become more peaceful.

Yoel: The first 2 chapters are about a plague of locusts that destroys the land of Israel. In
the plague, yoel says it’s the worst plague of locusts to ever hit the planet. That
contradicts the torah which says after the 8™ plague, that there was never and will never
be a plague of locusts as bad as this. One answer is, the posuk in the torah only refers to
Egypt. Rashi also answers, in Egypt it was just arbeh, and in yoel there were 4 types of
locusts, so the arbeh was worse in Egypt, but overall the locusts were worse in yoel.

There are 3 chapters in tehilim — “4p 11p ny”. Tehilim is about god being in charge of
nature, or in charge of history. The events of history are either about the nation of jews,
or about dovid’s life. The ones about the jewish people are about Egypt. If you look at the
ten plagues, they list 6 kinds of locusts between the 3 chapters in tehilim. This contradicts
rashi’s explanation. Tehilim is a book of song. Tehilim has the permission, when
describing the plague of locusts, even if only arbeh was there, he has ability to write
poetic words with extra words. Therefore it can’t be taken here as fact.




The 3™ and true solution of yoel, is that he is not talking about locusts at all. He is talking
about four nations. The 4 locusts represent the 4 nations who are going to devour the jews
if they don’t do teshuvah. This is buvel, putus, yuvun, and udum. The end of yoel
discusses how Israel will be rebuilt after the destruction.

Ovadyah: The shortest book of the tanach, is one chapter. It’s a prophecy of the fall of
edom. He was a convert from edom, according to chazal. The catholic church knew that
the jews considered them to be edom, so whatever a jew would write in their commentary
to ovadya, the Christians knew they were writing about them, so they had to be careful.
Therefore it’s hard to find full commentaries to ovadya. Christianity is not actually edom.

Yirmiyahu, Yeshayahu, Amos, and Yechezkel discuss what is going to happen to the:
different nations in the future. When yirmiyahu discussed what will happen to Edom, it’s
almost the same as ovadya. Ovadya ends saying that god will judge the edomites in har
sayir.

Yonah: The most successful navi. Yona says 5 words, and everyone is wearing
sackcloth. Why was yona willing to die, and wanted to escape from god? He was only
going to ninveh, the capital of ashur, the nation that destroyed 10 of the tribes. He said
he’d rather die than get ashur to do teshuvah. He goes on the ship, is thrown overboard,
and the sailors on the ship became religious when this storm suddenly died out when he
was thrown overboard. He became mythological in ninveh by this time. When 3 days
later he shows up on shore out of nowhere, he was a celebrity in ninveh. This is why
everyone listened to him. -

If Yona had just listened to god and gone to ninveh without rebelling and attempting to
go to tarshish, they wouldn’t have listened to him, and he would have gotten what he
wanted. ) U

Michah: Like yishayahu spoke to the southern kingdom of Israel. Micha and yishayahu
were successful neviim, not because they were better than hoshea and amos, but because
they had a better audience. Yirmiyahu predicted in chapter 26 the destruction of the beis
hamikdosh. The people wanted to kill him for it. Suddenty officers came from far away
and said don’t kill him. Micha had already predicted this. They quoted Micha, and
chizkiyahu, the king then, didn’t kill him, he did teshuva for it. This shows the success of
Micha. It is only 8 chapters long. There are harsh attacks on social disorder, There is also
nice prophetic visions of the return of god’s graces to his people. Micha is used very
much by Christians, as well as yishayahu, due to his good prophecies which they use to
refer to chrisitiany.

Nochum: 3 chapters about the fall of ashur. Has a sharp description of ashur. The book is
nothing but misery about ashur. No room for repentance.

Chavakuk: Same as nochum, but to bovel. Speaks of the fall of bovel. However he
manages to put a first chapter of phenomenal disgrace against hashem, about how he
allows evil to exist, and that this is why no one waats to follow the torah, that the jews



have to suffer so much. The most chutzpah-dik person in tanach.

Tzfanyah: Lived at the same time as yirmiyahu, as it says in his book. However, while
yirmiyahu is the source of doom and destruction, tzfanya is only 3 chapters and musters
up quite a bit of conciliation prophecies. '

The last 3, Trei Asor: Chagai, Zechariah, and Malachai, are the authors of the 12 books,
put into 1, so they shouldn’t get lost. Chagai along with yona is the most successful navi.
It’s only about rebuilding the beis hamikdash and people busy with building their own
houses but not the beis hamikdash to hashem. The beis hamikdash was built 2 years after
him. The last 2 books discuss the jews returning from bovul had been happy being
assimiliated. Malachai refers to jewish women not having men to marry, as the men had
all intermarried. Also discusses the beis hamikdosh not working well. Zachariah is the
most difficult prophet of the tanach. He had trouble understanding the prophecies before
him. He was given 13 visions at night, was supposed to look at the vision, perceive it, and
explain it. There’s a rock with 7 eyeballs, a woman sitting on it, the rock grows wings,
and flies over Israel. He doesn’t understand what it means. There’s aso 2 olive trees on
both sides of the field. Tubes coming from the olives into the menorah, so there’s an
everlasting flow of oil, zechariah says this means they’ll fight a war and terrible
assimilation leading to the war. This is the haftorah of shabbos Chanukah. Zechariah can
only be understood with the unfolding of the events he had predicted. Daniel does the
same thing. Without fitting them into events as they unfold, it’s hard to understand it.

There’s a prophecy saying go into sealed rooms, and don’t fight, because I will protect
you. By the gulf war this is what happened.

At the end of Zechariah it says god will trample yerushlayim with his foot, and separate
the city into 2, jews on one side will have it great, and on one side will be in great danger,
till I join the city, and make it all great. We can say that this is zechariah, but then the
next part of zechariah discusses major wars, which can be discouraging.

Abarbanel finds the Spanish inquisition in zechariah, and the rise and fall of rome, greek
mythology, etc. : .

Tehillim: 150 chapters praising nature or history, with regard to history it is about the
people, or about Dovid. With regard to Dovid it is about his great faith before he became
king, then when he became king, and then after bat Sheva. This is the only book in the
bible with natural chapters. Christians gave the chapter numbers elsewhere arbitrarily. On
page 46 is the 151 chapter of Tehillim, found in the Dead Sea scrolls, discussing goliath
and the philistines. Dovid never mentioned goliath in the Tehillim until here. There is a
lot of intellectual material within. About the way god runs the world.

Mishlei: Book of proverbs. Not well organized. About 50 or so categories of Musar, how
to live the good meaningful life, and be in control of your actions. Orchos Tzaddikim is
an organized sefer that discusses the way Judaism looks at and treats midos. The book
ends with a king named Lemuel, who says be careful with your addictions or love of




women, they will bring down your kingdom. He is so thankful to his mother for teaching

him this; he praises her with Bishes Chayil, which is how Mishlei ends off,

Iyov: About a mythological figure, who never actually lived, written by Moshe. It’s bout
a just man who is so righteous that god brags about him to everyone. One angel, Satan,
tells god to punish Iyov for a sin that he did not actually commit. Once god destroys
everything of Iyov’s except him, his wife tells him to curse god for doing this to someone
so righteous. Iyov tells his wife she is foolish, and you must accept everything of Iyov’s.
3 of iyov’s friends come to give a Shiva call after all his children died. Iyov then said,
god punishes and rewards without any consideration, there is no after life, and other
words against Judaism. His friends attacked him. Each of Iyov’s friends gives a speech,
and Iyov answers. That is the book. Iyov demands his day in court from god. He says he
can accept the suffering, but not that his best friends can tell him he is wrong. God takes
Iyov out and shows him all of time and space. Iyov suddenly has no questions to god.

Hashem goes to iyov’s 3 friends, and said they are sinners, you did not speak well of me
the way Iyov did. This does not make sense with what they actually told Iyov. So it does
not speak well of god, to place the blame of all man’s sufferings on man alone. God
wants some of the suffering blamed on him. Iyov was given twice as much as he had
before. He prayed for his friends, and they were saved.

Iyov Mishlei and Tehillim, the first letters backwards spell Emes, tell us the truth of
existence.

Shir HaShirim: A love story between god and his peoplé. A man and woman going
around praising each other, however they never meet, as when one is interested in the
other, the other is not inferested. That is the story of god and the Jewish people. It is a sad
book. This is compared to god, because sometimes he plays hard to get, in that the Jews .
ran away, he says you will have to pursue harder. Bl

Ruth: When Dovid was crowned king, there was a great cry that his great grandmother
was a Moabite. When Shaul said whoever kills goliath, and wins his daughter, he asks
who’s Dovid’s father? Why did he ask then, if Dovid had been playing harp for Shaul all
along? Ruth is written by Schmuel HaNavi to validate the lineage of Dovid. People were
questioning whether he could become king or not. There was someone named Boaz who
took issue with this previously.

Eicha: Yirmiyahu’s personal lament over seeing the chorban. It was meant to be recited
by people at the time of the chorban, so saying it on tisha bav is exactly what was meant
to be done. ' - - '

Koheles: Begs us to analyze life, and not just let life pass by. Many pessimistic things,
because sometimes life stinks. Just make the best of it. Most people think of koheles as
pessimistic and shir hashirim as a great love story. Koheles is just trying to get you to -
beat yourselves up to get stronger. There seems to be heresy in koheles. The answer is
that koheles doesn’t want to give magic answers to the humjan condition of suffering.



The basic answer of religion to explain human suffering, is to be rewarded later, possibly
not for you, or in this world. There are some cases in tanach where the prophets use such
an answer, but it is very rare. These prophiets want to find the reasons with something
proven, not just relying on faith. -

Esther: Life of the jews in Persia, after the chorban. Jews enjoyed a precarious time
under the Persians. The kings were disposed towards helping the jews, but the Persians
were anti semites. o ) :

Daniel: Continues with the same theme, living in Persia. Whatever happened to him in
buvel happens in Persia too. This raises the ire of the non jews against him for his
success, sending daniel’s friends to a fiery furnace, or throwing Daniel to the lion’s den.
Daniel gets into prophecies about the future. He concludes with a cryptic list of dates,
how long to wait for the geulah to come. Giving months, weeks, and years. Everyone
who wants to predict moshiach’s arrival uses this as their source.

Ezra/Nechamiah: One book. Tells the story of the return of the exiles. Rail against
assimilation occurring in bovel. They even list the intermarried men to embarrass them.

Divrei Hayamim: A review of the books of shmuel and malachim.

Page 2 in the booklet.
Discusses partnerships. If you want to dissolve a partnership,

The gemara asks, that hoshea, the first of the trei asar, should be listed at the end. The
assumption here is that it should be chronological. Also, why are all 12 of them put
together? The answer is that chagai, zechariah, and malachai puts those 3 books together
as one. The first 9 prophets wrote works that weren’t given a final form. They were found
by chagai, zechariah, and malachai, and were put in their final form by use of prophecy.

Why do those 9 prophets get their own books, and not others, such as elisha, or yonah’s
rebbe? The gemara says the navi gets a book if he wrote a book that was a prophecy that
was needed for the generations. So hoshea is out of order chronologically, had to be put
together in the writings of chagai, zechariah, and malachai. The gemara asks why not put
them chronologically? They were all put into one book because they are small, and may
have otherwise gotten lost. This is the first 10 lines of the gemara from the mark.

The reason for the order, is that melachim, yirmiyahu, and the beginning of yechezkel are
about chorban, and the 2°¢ part of yechezkel, and yishayahu is about nechama. Therefore
the order in the braisah is not chronological, but by topic.

There are 4 books in the bible which end with a bad posuk, and we therefore repeat the




second to last posuk. Those are Eicha, Koheles, Malachai, and Yishayahu. This is the
first 15 lines.

This was the explanation of the order of nevi’im. Now for kesuvim. The braisah’s order
for kesuvim is chronological order. Our order for kesuvim in tenach is strange however.

The first 3 books are about the human condition and spell Emet from the first letter. The

next books are in order based on the dates we read them in the calendar. Shir hashirim on
pesach, ruth on shavuos, eicha on tisha bav, koheles on sukkos, and esther on purim,

The gemara says even if iyov was before ruth, we don’t want to start kesuvim on such a
bad note, as the story of iyov, so we push it away a bit,

4 lines from the bottom of the gemara, discussing who wrote which books. We see an
argument that moshe didn’t write the last 8 lines of devarim which say “and moshe died”,

There’s an argument whether moshe gave the torah to the jewish people as a finished
closed document, or not. One opinion of the torah being given completed, said the torah
was given on shavuos at har Sinai, but this makes it hard to understand how the torah
could have included history which didn’t take place yet. So according to that position,
one must say that whatever was in the torah after the present moment, was hidden from-
the people at the time. Or, moshe gave the completed torah at the very end of his life, and
told them to not open it till he died a few days later.

Or Reish Lakish says that the torah was given in installments, as they happened, hashem
told moshe to write it down, speak it to the people, etc. When they got to the installment
write before moshe died, yehoshua will write the last lines.

Chizkiyahu wrote Yishayahu. This doesn’t make sense. Why is he called the author of _
Shlomo’s works? “These are the proverbs of Shlomo that chizkiyahu copied down”. Why
is he mentioned in mishlei? Tosfos suggests that Chizkiyahu wrote down the works of
Shlomo, because no one could understand them, and he rewrote them on the level that the
average person could understand them.

In Mishlei it says “If you spare the rod, you will spoil the child”. We can translate this
differently based on the times. We feel misheli is prophetic, and therefore look at it in a
special light. -

Most prophets write down their memoirs, and ideas into a book, and hope after their
lifetime they will be remembered. Yeshayahu died suddenly, and wasn’t able to write
down most of the good works of his life. For this reason Chizkiyahu wrote the book of
Yeshayahu.

Yechezkel was written outside of Israel, in Bovul, in a city called Tel Aviv. Daniel,
Esther, and others were outside of Israel as well. These books were written by Anshei
Kneset Hagdolah, because these books couldn’t have been written outside of Israel.



Yirmiyahu is attributed as the author to his own book. Why is he attributed to his own

book? Tosfos doesn’t answer. Yirmiyahu must have returned from egpyt, otherwise he

wouldn’t have been able to have written his own book.

Moshe was the father of all nevi’im, and even bilam’s nevuah comes through moshe. The
prophecy of what was parshas baluk came to moshe, and he wrote it.

The last 8 pesukim of the torah, why would the tanah say moshe couldn’t write them?
Moshe had written other prophecies, so why not this?

10 lines from the top of page 3: Yehoshua wrote his book, and the last 8 pesukim of the
torah. This is according to the tanah that holds yehoshua wrote those 8 pesukim, as we
see in a braisah, even though moshe died (round parenthesis means change the word in
the gemara, square ones means the word is left, but omitted in other writings) could he
still write this? How can a dead man write? Others explain this question differently.
Could it ask that he was alive at the time? The Marsha says there’s a problem with that
question, because it looks like a lie. You can’t make a man write about his death.

There is an argument of the tanaim. R Yehudah holds that yehoshua wrote those 8, and R
Shimon disagrees, that Moshe wrote the whole torah. R Yehudah seems to hold that
things were written as they happened — Torah Megilah. However R Shimon doesn’t
necessarily hold that the entire thing was given at once — Torah Chesumah. He can hold
that it was given in installments, and Moshe wrote the end a few days before his death.

R Shimon’s proof is the posuk at the end of the devarim where hashem told moshe give
this torah to the people. Therefore it had to be finished. He gave a completed torah to the
people, even though some of what’s written didn’t happen. R Yehuda thinks it’s lying to

write about Moshe dying if he’s still alive.

In sefer Yehoshua, Yehoshua died. Elazar and Pinchas wrote the end of the Yehoshua.
They’re not mentioned otherwise because they didn’t write any books of their own,
simply helped along with Yehoshua’s. In sefer Shmuel, Noson and Gad finished writing
the book.

Chapter 34 in Devarim, posuk 1 is moshe going up, and 5-12 starts with, and moshe died.
Evan Ezra: My opinion is that Yehoshua alreadj started writing from the first posuk of
the chapter. Because if you say that moshe couldn’t have written because he died, he
couldn’t have written from posuk 1 because he went up top the mountain. So he holds
Toras Megilah.

Yahal Ohr is the sources of Evan Ezra, and Karnei Ohr explains these sources. Yahal Ohr




says this is the opinion of R Yehudah and also R Nechemiah. However this isn’t really R
Yehudah’s opinion, he’s saying this because whatever logic tells you that moshe couldn’t
write the last 8 pesukim, should drive you to think he didn’t write the last 12.

The beginning of Devarim has an intro saying that these are the words moshe spoke at the
end of his life. Evan Ezra writes here at the beginning of devurim, “if you understand the
secret of the 12, then you will also understand these 4 pesukim and you will recognize the
truth.”

Ql: What is the secret of the 127 That there are really 12 pesukim moshe didn’t write.
Q2: What truth are we supposed to recognize from these 4 pesukim? -
Q3: Why does the Evan Ezra put this in the beginning of devurim?

Tzufhas Puneiach and Karnei Ohr explain the Evan Ezra. In Karnei Ohr there is an
English title to a book, written by major thinker Baruch Spinoza, he said there’s no way
the torah could have been written by one person at one time. In Biblical Criticism it says

. that the torah was written by 4 different authors. That the different names of god, refer to

different gods, written by different authors.

Tzufnas Puneiach says that the truth we are supposed to recognize from the 4 pesukim,
are 4 other pesukim in the torah which couldn’t have been written by moshe, making it
16 pesukim total. One of them is in Lech Lecha 12:6. It says when they got to the land,
the Caananites were still in the land — “Uz B’ Aretz”. Meaning by the time the book is
finished, they are not still in the land. However the Cananites helped build the beis
hamikdosh. Rashi explains it differently, that they were already in the land.

Rambam writes in Mishna Torah, that jews must believe R Shimon is right, that the torah

was completely written by moshe in his lifetime. Because otherwise the arabs can claim
that the jews changed the torah. So rambam holds Torah Chasuma.

So why was this brought up in the beginning of devurim? Tzufnas Paneiach says that the
Evan Ezra wants to teach us the whole (5 posuk) intro to devurim was not written by
moshe. Moshe never entered into Israel. “These are the words moshe spoke on the other
side of the Jordan”, is how devurim starts. Therefore it must have been someone else
writing these words inside of Israel, about what Moshe spoke on the other side of the .

Jordan.

Downtown is a place, not necessarily meaning you are going in the direction - down.
Therefore according to the Chizkuni “The other side of Jordan” doesn’t necessarily mean
a place, but a direction. That Moshe could have written the words himself before the jews
crossed into Israel. '

Langa said in R Levy’s book there are 4 things that are problematic. One of them was
removed before printed. This had to do with our issue. It says when Moshe hit the rock
the jews sang as the water was gushing out, a cryptic song. He asks why is Az Yashir in
Beshalach so long, and this one is short. He says the original one in Chukas was Halel
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HaGadol. Dovid liked the original Hodu L Hashem so much, he took it out of the torah,
and put it in Tehilim.

R Moshe writes that the Evan Ezra’s comment to Bereishis 36:31 which the evan ezra
says moshe couldn’t have written, which says “These are the kings who ruled in edom
before any king ruled in Israel.” Evan Ezra writes “R Yitzchok says this posuk was
written at the time of the kings, as implied.” He says that’s why his name is Yitzchok,
because whoever reads his words, laughs at him.

Baruch Spinoza says the bible is filled with repetitions. 2 stories about how yosef was
saved. He says it’s 2 reports from different authors. He says the different names of gods
are from different authors in the torah. The torah sometimes contradicts itself — 2
different authors. He has 5 different points in how the torah was written my multiple
authors.

Abarnbanel: Discusses what the difference is between nevi’im and kesuvim. The word
bible has no connotation. It’s called this because originally paper was printed in a city
called biblos.

Q1. Why do they need to be separated from each other?

Q2. What are the criteria for a sefer to make it into tanach?

Q3. Who made these determinations, which book should get in, which shouldn’t?
Q4. When were these determinations made? | ‘

Q5a. What seforim that ultimately made it, almost didn’t, and why?

Q5b. What seforim that almost made it, ultimately didn’t?

Al. The Radak asked this question in page 10 of our booklet. He cites a gemara in
megilah and Sanhedrin. His position is that the difference is in the person, depending on
the type of person. A Navi speaks in nevi’im, a Ba’al Ruach Hakodesh, who speaks on a
lower level, speaks in Kesuvim. The Ba’al Ruach Hakodesh is awake. The Ba’al Nevuah
is on such a high level, his body can’t function while receiving messages, so he’s asleep.

But Yirmiyahu and Shmuel both have books in Nevi’im and Kesuvim? Moshe wrote‘
Iyov which was in Kesuvim, so he was on a lower level? The Radak says so, at the time
- he was on a lower level.

The gemara the Radak uses to prove his point, is of Daniel who is walking with 3 men.
He detects something with his eyes, that is awesome, terrible, and inspires trepidation in
the others. He asks them if they see it, and they reply no, but they feel the terror. Daniel
describes the multi-headed figure breathing with claws, etc. The other 3 run away in fear.
The gemara says that Daniels” reaction is saying that he is greater than them, and they are
greater than him. He’s greater because he saw it, and they’re greater because they are

~ Nevi’im and he’s not. ' :
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Daniel is filled with prophecy, so how can it say that he’s not a prophét? It says there’s
no targum on nevi’im, because otherwise we would know from Daniel when moshiach is
coming.

The Me’iri says the difference is not on the level of the person, rather in the type of
message being given. Nevi’im give warnings. Niv means expressions. A Nevuah means a
message from god to be delivered by mouth. Not all of those are prophetic necessarily,

This 1s why when it says that aharon was going to be moshe’s prophet, it doesn’t mean
moshe needed his brother to be a prophet for him, but that he was going to speak what
hashem wanted him to say to pharaoh. There were 3 prophets at the time of david -
shmuel, nosson, and gad. Only one is known as a navi, because he spoke out the nevuah.
This is the difference between nevi’im and kesuvim according to the me’iri, that it
depends on whether the prophet spoke to the people, or not.

Shmuel and Yirmiyahu both are in Kesuvim because it was the end of their lives, and

they lost their prophetic abilities. Yirmiyahu wrote Yirmiyahu as a prophecy to be

- spoken, and Eicha as a prophecy to be written and read. Kesuvim means writings, which
helps this reasoning.

The gemara says that from the destruction of the beis hamikdosh, and the shechina being
so far from us, nevuah makes its way to fools. The 3 nevi’im in tanach who are after the
destruction — daneil, zechariah, and yechezkel are more cryptic than others, because
they’re removed form the nevuah of the beis hamikdosh.

AZ2. It needs to be prophecy that continues to be prophetic, and speak to us. It needs to be
internally sound, that it can’t have contradictions from within, or contradictions with the
torah or other books. It can’t lead one to heresy. There needs to be a time frame.

A3. The Anshei Kneses Hagdolah.

A4, Approximately 300 BCE. It was actually 370 BCE or 310 BCE. There were 164
missing years due to the bad record keeping of the Persians. If it was 310, then Ezra lived
at the time of Alexander the Great. If it was 370, it may be that the Talmudic explanation
agrees with that. If the book came along afterwards, it was too late to be included.

ASa,
Koheles: the gemara doesn’t like it because
1. it’s only wisdom, not prophecy — decides it is indeed prophecy _
2. because it’s internally contradictory — however it’s explaining that happiness and
sadness are bad and good depending on the situation :
3. apparently has heresy — who knows maybe people go to one place when they die,
and animals another — it’s ok to entertain heretical thoughts as long as you deny
them at the end
Mishlei:
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1. One posuk says, if you’ve sinned, share it with a friend, but later it says don’t
share. There are other contradictions as well. There are pesukim in Mishlei which
contradict Tehilim. It also says to beat your children. Gemara solves these

. contradictions.
Yechezkel: :

1. There were many things which contradicted the torah. The gemara doesn’t give us
the solutions, but it says remember chananya ben chizkiyah, because if not for
him, we wouldn’t have yechezkel. He went to the aftic and stayed there till he
could come to conclusions for all the contradictions in yechezkel. He talks about
kohanim not being allowed to marry almanahs, and about holidays which don’t
exist, etc. Rav Moshe Chachma lists these contradictions and their resolutions.

2. There was a young child who learnt yechezkel, and it overcame him until it
burned him up. He was killed by it, as he was too young to fully understand it.

Shir Hashirim: ' . .
1. Has the prophecy problem. It’s just a love story. We determine it’s really a story

of the love between hashem and his people. Doesn’t mention hashem’s name

: once.

Esther: _

1. Not prophecy. No mention of god’s name. Chazal says, Esther was filled with

" Nevuah. In the dead sea scrolls there are hints and references to all the books of
tanach, except esther. No reference to Chanukah or purim.

The Rambam says a man shouldn’t keep her wife prisoner, but let her out once a month
to visit her family. He says that you should beat your wife. The Rambam wasn’t a navi,
and we can say he was wrong to say those things. These need to be re-interpreted to our
society.

A5b, The new testament was tried to get into tanach. It says, if you read other books and
consider them to be part of the bible, you have no part in the world to come.

The rambam wrote in his mishnah torah, that the best addition of the tanach was kept by
the ben asher family. He also refers to ben naftaly, but they didn’t have as good a
mesorah. Ben Asher family had hundreds of members. We don’t know the names of
anyone from this family. Their family mission was to guard the mesorah of the tanach,
They would assign a section of the tanach to each member of the family, and they had to
memorize everything about it. They needed to memorize everything, even spelling, and
how many of each letter are in the different books. These people are called the ba’alei
mesorah - Masoreets. They had to spread out their particular chapter. This occurred in the
88-9% centuries.

The most famous example of that trickling down is on our page 34 in the booklet. The
Jetters to the right of the text is the mesorah ketana. This tells you how many times the
word appears elsewhere in tanach. The two lines of tiny text below the targum is called
the mesorah gedolah. The zayin refers to the word oolimee, as it has a circle above the
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The Alehpo Codex

1. Maimonides’ Code, MIN 190 NID7N 8:4 (ed. Jerusalem, 1859): '

O™372 MR D003 YTy UMY w4
ninnen P7in? 10N Panisy naben 2ya 19799
PoRicy 07983 npINRI VR D372 DOPYN) LNiningdy
ninney IR PRYMRTRR ham aRD? R - 'hidy
3071 0798372 BiPTY 1p0T? T3 NIVWI NIy niminom)
DII¥R3 TN T9RT RN PR DT VIV IRPY I00Y.000
RpEn DIPYTI MY CDT90 DPYIARRIR S xing
MY 097 opio T3 VY VI 0MDRD Wi 3307 oY
Ty nia oowys A n30 oYY R PIPT) R
AnPn "RV A7IRD 9037 HIRY 1IN Prnyiy

2. NI 190, Jerusalem, 1946, introduction:

NDOH RN AYT Db oink .

;29N WD YUY WP VKT MWRTIA IR DY ~InD0 R 0-3nm JRb Moy

230 TN PRINN TER AT “IND2 APTIYL AP I3 inn Yan
SN2 AR AYIT 21933 3% RX* 700 nwa 95 boY 250 vor

3. Cassuto, "a%N ¥ 1"INN," YIRN, January 2, 1948:

RN IR 5w -9n0-0 ®PYT 1 D-anna vy TRoT 9bbhae 2wnS ovomn
M1D® ,pDD A U nIvh K mwan oYW TR 2P 9278 R AnKeS
LNMANTA AR BRHLY IR SApn 1RO 1RV 0OL DYRYD

4. T'NROPN DYT917T7NIXR, Jerusalem, 1954, vol. 2, col. 595:
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5. Letter from Cassuto to Magnes, dated Dec. 22, 1946 (Magnes Archives):
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6. Maimonides’ Code, MIN 190 NIDN 8:5 (ed. Leipzig, 1862, p. 127):
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7. Maimonides’ Code, MIN 190 NN 8:5 (ed. Leipzig, 1862, p. 128):
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8. Maimonides’ Code, MIN 190 NN {Huntington manuscript 80):
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9. Maimonides' Code, NN ‘!90 NN (Huntington manuscript 80)-
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10. The Aleppo Codex, II'TNN NVY;
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11. Excerpt from Long Letter of introduction, Jerusalem, 1859:
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12. Short Letter of Introduction, Jerusalem, 18569:
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(8}  T"IN refers to a number of bocks such as Wrh 990 which we do
not have today. See a treatment of WM 190 from the followirng

Sources. Additionzal books of this Sort are listed below with

-

their biblical citatiens. This list is taken from sid z.

Leiman’s, "Can onization", New Haven, ;974, pp 17-18,
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IFThares times a
year all your males shall appear before the Sovere: gn, the Lero.
18You shall not offer the biced of My sacrifice with arvthing
leavened; and the fat of My festal ofiering shail not be ledt I}ms:
until rnormng ;
19The choice first fruits of your soil you shall bring 10 the house
of the Lorp your Ged.
You shall not boil a kid in its mother's milk.

| = . . . .' h .~ 7 9
1925 Aeo Sownro Lij’»-'ui:«-‘ /.—LVCZ \/é ATt
AN d prdied N ,/Jy&,_,,_, s P p : Fr:fj')

(B) ‘ Deutercnomy 24116 MACARICUS PUNISHMER T
Tz ommmeNS ouzt ot paieb\ -
AN e R

16Parents shall not be put to death for chiicren, ner chiidren be
put to death for parents: a persen shall be put to death only fer
his own crime.

.

) Lo . / ) g . , .
5{0 Cope cF HAMURA&BJ-Q"” ot R

o SEe mpakkeT . 7 '
MIDRASH TANMAIM He 2440« . L0



(¢} s5ilye ~

(D) F'J')’ ]‘p J&(((l'ﬁf J{P Jd’ ‘,:! ﬁp‘)!\ le'.Q.J" {cf

€) Lex Tl

Exodus 21322-25

q.’-x - N‘-. .—-—-\q u .-... . --— - --. u-. -—— . a-;--—-;l ”
Ity i o Ay PP G ....'.al.-..'-\ I e
G H at [
——x- M . —-LL-- e an --— Fqu- o-&n -:—- - - —:uq ﬂ-:" =
[ the ;o ll -lllulll e - D o tor 0 LR LA L
ol [N L] < =t l L
-u LT -—— .- t--n FRAmAN BSSA Y] L ems Shemen ey —-—vn maame samy L
I “”i'ld“ull-. .-..:_.||u||.....au..|.| nn R
t v T motr I '
L] " v y
- — - aeerem -n Y - - ™ h -
TSR OATH NSD N mon SRo e oS mon S T T
H L - v

"y
MMM mes fmm mmem= %
.llli--llilu'ltll-

£When men fight, and one of them pushes a pregnant woman
and a miscarrizge results, but no other misfortune ensues. the one
responsible’ siall be fined accorcing as the woman's husband mav
exact from kim, the payment to be based on reckoning./ 22Bur if
other mlslc":.."c ensues, the pmam skail be life for life., Meve for
exve, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foe: for foor, 255urn for bur-
wound for weund, bruise for bruise.
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19 Ng smith was to be found in 2ll the land of Israel. for the
Philistines were afraid that the Hebrews would make swords or
spears. % So all the Israelites had to go down to the Philistines
to have their plowshares. their mattocks. axes. and colters” sharp-
ened. o Pr3 DI RN for plowshares,
mattocks, thres-pronged forks. and axes, and for sewung the -
goads. #* Thus on the day of the battle. no sword or spear was to
be found in the possession of any of 1he roops with Saul and
Jonathan: only Saul and Jonathan had them.

* Now the Philistine garrison had marched out Lo the pass of
Michmas.
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11Q5 Col. 28 *Hallelujah! A psalm of David, son of]esse I was smaller
- than my brothers, youngest of my father's sons. So he-made me a shepherd
for his sheep, a ruler over his goats. My hands fashioned a pipe, my fingers a
lyre, *and I glorified the Logrp. I said to myself,“The mountains do not testxﬁr
‘to Him. nor do the hills proclaim.” So—-echo my words, O trees, O sheep, -
my deeds! “Ah, but who can proclaim. who declare the deeds of the Lord?
God has seen all,*heard and attended to everything. He sent his prophet to
anoint me, even Samuel, "to mise me up. My brothers went forth to meet .
him: handsome of figure, wondrous of appearance, tall were they of staure,
“s0 beautiful their hair—yet the Lorp God did not choose them. No,He
sent and took me "who followed the fock, and anointed me with the holy

oil. He set me as prince to His people, ruler over the children of His
covenant.



The Testaments of the Twelve Palriarchs

1. A copy of the Testament of, Reuben, which he gave as a
command to his sons before he died, in the hundred and twenty-
fifth year of his life. '
2 When he was ill, two years after the death of Joseph, his sonsand :
.3 grandsons met together to visit him. And he said to them, My |
4 children, I am dying and going the way of my fathers. And seeing
there Judah and Gad and Asher, his brothers, he said to them,
Raise me up, my brothers, so that I can tell my brothers and my i
*5 children what lies hidden in my heart; for I amabout to die. And he |

got up and kissed them and said, weeping, Listen, my brothers, i -
pay attention (my sons),' to Reuben your father, and to the -
* 6 commands I give you. And behold, I call the God of heaven to
witness against you to-day, so that you do not live your lives in the
ignorance of youth and give yourselves up to fornication, as I did,
7 and defiled my father Jacob’s bed. For I'tell you, he struck me with
a foul disease in my loins for seven months; and had not my father |
. Jacob prayed for me to the Lord, (I would have died),? for® the -
8 Lord was minded to destroy me. For I was thirty years old when I -
did this evil before the Lord; and for seven months I was
9 dangerously ill. And with determination I set mysell for seven
10 years to repent before the Lord. I drank no wine nor strong drink,
no meat entered my mouth, and I tasted no pleasant food at all, as
I mourned over my sin (for it was great). May no such thing ezer

again happen in Israel!
L

10 Pay no attention to a woman's face, and never be alone with
another man’s wife, nor be too inquisitive about women’s affairs,
11 For had I not seen Bilhah bathing in a secluded place I would not :
12 have fallen into so great a sin.” For my mind was obsessed by the
thought of her woman’s nakedness and would not let me sleep until :
13 I had done the abominable thing. For while our father Jacob was |
away on a visit to his father Isaac, when we were in Eder, near the
‘house of Ephrath (that is Bethlehem),' Bilhah had been drinking;
and she'was lying asleep in her bedroom with nothing over her. |
- 14 AndIwentinand saw her nakedness and did the wicked deed; and
15 1 left her still asleep and went away. And immediately an angel of -
God told my father Jacob about my wickedness; and he came and .
mourned over me. And as for Bilhah, he had no further relations

/ with her,
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i.

The Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs

A copy of the Testament of Reuben, which he gave as a

command to his sons before he died, in the hundred and twenty-
fifth year of his life.

When he was ill, two years after the death of Joseph his sons and
grandsons met together to visit him. And he said to them, My
children, I am dying and going the way of my fathers. And seeing
there Judah and Gad and Asher, his brothers, he said to them,
Raise me up, my brothers, so that I can tell my brothers and my
children what lies hidden in my heart; for I am about to die. And he
got up and kissed them and said, weeping, Listen, my brothers,
pay attention {(my sons),’ to Reuben your father, and to the
commands I give you. And behold, I call the God of heaven to
witness against you to-day, so that you do not live your lives in the
ignorance of youth and give yourself up to fornication, as I did,
and defiled my father Jacob’s bed. For 1 tell you, he struck me with
a foul disease in my loins for seven months; and had not my father
Jacob prayed for me to the Lord, (I would have died),” for® the
Lord was minded to destroy me. For I was thirty years old when |
did this evil before the Lord; and for seven months I was
dangerously ill. And with determination [ set myself for seven
years to repent before the Lord, I drank no wine nor strong drink,
no meat entered my mouth, and | tasted no pleasant food at all, as

1 mouwmed over my sin (for it was great). May no such thing ever
again happen in Israel!

Pay no attention to a woman's face, and never be alone with
another man’s wife, nor be too inquisitive about women’s affairs.
For had I not seen Bilhah bathing in a secluded place [ would not
have fallen into so great a sin.” For my mind was obsessed by the
thought of ler woman’s nakedness and would not let me sleep until
[ had done the abominable thing. For while our father Jacob was
away on a visit to his father Isaac, when we were in Eder, near the
house of Ephrath (that is Bethlehem),'” Bilhah had been drinking;
and she was lying asleep in her bedroom with nothing over her.
And [ went in and saw her nakedness and did the wicked deed; and
[ left her still asleep and went away. And immediately an angel of
God told my father Jacob about my wickedness; and he came and
mourned over me. And as for Bilhah, he had no further relations
with her,
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Xxxan, And Jacob moved and scttled 10 the south of Migdal-
Eder-Ephrata. And he went to visit his father Isaac, he and his wife
Leah, on the new moon of 1the ténth maonth. And Reuben saw
Bithah, Rachel's maid, his faher's concubine, bathing in water in
a sceluded place, and he became enamoured of her. And he hid
himsclf'and went into Bilhah's housc at night and found her asleep
alonc on her bed in her house; and he lay with her. And she woke
up and looked round, and behold Reuben was tying with her on the
bed; and she lifted the edge of her coverlet and took hold of him,
and when she realized it was Reuben she ericd out aloud. And she
was ashamed because of him," and she Jet go of him, and he fled.
And she was much upsec by what had happencd and said nothing
to any one about it. And when Jacob returned and asked for? her,
she said to him, 1 am not clean for you, for 1 have been defiled:®
Reuben defiled me and lay with me in the night, when [ wasasleep,

* So Eth.: Lat. ‘they".

' So Eth.; Lat. *he was ashamed because ofher'. As the texts of this passage naw
stand, this is the only clear case of confusion about who was doing what. 11 s
proBable, however, that at carlier stages in the tzadition there were more; and in the
original it may well have been Reuben who lifted the edge of the coverlet and ook
hold of Bilhah, and then, when she cricd out, ler go ofher, rathier than vice serva.

* Lit. 'sought. . * Liv. "defiled as regards you'
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Jubilees 103

and’T did not realize whe it was until he had uncovered my shame*
a8 and had intereourse with me. And Jacob was very angry with
Reuben beeause he had lain with Bilhah - because he had un-
covered his father's shame, And Jacob did not approach her again
beeause Reuben had defiled her.
9 And any man who uncovers his father's shame — what he does is
wicked beyond measure, for he is abominable in the Lord’s sight.
10 Thatis why it is written and decreed on the heavenly tablets thata
man should not lic with his father's wife agd should notuncover his
father's shame, for o do this is unclean: they shall be put to death
together, the man who lies with his father's wilt and the woman
i also, for they are guilty ol uncleanness on the carih. And there shall
be nothing unclean before our God in the nation that he has chosen
12 for himsellas a possession. And again, it is written a second time,
Cursed be the man who lies with his father's wife, for he has
uncovercd his father’s shame; and all the Lord's holy ones said,
Amen, Amen,
i3 Andl do you, Moscs, command the sons of Israel o observe this
injunction,® for transgression of it entails the punishment of death,
anc it concerns what is unciean; and there is no atonement that can
ever atone for the man who has committed this sin, but he must be
killed and put 1o death by stoning and upreoted from among the
14 people of our God. For no man who doces this in Israel should be
allowed to remain alive a single day an the earth, for he is abomin-
15 able and unclean. And let no one say, Reuben was granted life and
forgiveness afier he had lain with his father’s concubine, and so
also was Bilhah,® although she had a husband, and her husband
16 Jacob (Reuben's’ father) was stll alive. For at that time the
ordinance and the decrec-and the law in its completeness, to cover
cvery case,” had not been revealed; but in your days i has been
revealed as a law for alf times and scasans, and as an cverlasting law
17 for all gencrations for ever, And for this law there is no time limit,
necither can there be atonement for &ransgression of it, but both the

* Liv, 'skirt" and so also fnverses 8,9, 10and 12,

b L “this word',

¢ Li."Te Revhen was granted . ., and ta lier alse',
T L, this'.
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RABBINIC BIBLES

I, Definition of the Term MIKRAOT GEDOLOT

II. How did Rabbinic Bibles look over the Years?

LI, What is NOT represented in Rabbinic Bibles?

1V. Why were some commentaries omitted?

V. Christians’ Role in the Production of Rabbinic Bibles
V1. TORAT CHAYIM: Mosad Harav Kook,
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2. The aforementioned acquisition is a positive commandment of the Torah, and a woman may
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RAMBAN

as to Ramban a
: his cornmentary
:7. (23) Psalms
(See my Hebrew
these three verses

The Book of Genesis

Moses our teacher wrote this book of Genesis together with the
whole ‘Torah from the mouth of the Holy One, blessed be He.

It is likely that he wrote it on Mount Sinai for there it was said
to him, Come up to Me unto the mount, and be there; and I will
ge thee the tablets of stone and the Torah and the
commandment which I have written, to teach them.! The tablets
of stone include the tablets and the writing that are the ten
commandments. The commandment includes the number of all the .
commandments, positive and negative. If so, the expression and the
Torah includes the stories from the beginning of Genesis [and is
called Torah — teaching] because it teaches people the ways of
faith. Upon descending from the mount, he [Moses] wrote the
Torah from the beginning of Genesis to the end of the account of
the tabernacle. He wrote the conclusion of the Torah at the end of
the fortieth year of wandering in the desert when he said [by
command of G-d], Take this book of the law, and put it in the
side of the ark of the covenant of the Eternal your G-d.?

This view accords with the opinion of the Talmudic sage who
says'°' that the Torah was written in sections.* However, according
to the sage who says that the Torah was given in its entirety,®
everything was written in the fortieth year when he [Moses] was
commanded, Now write ye this song for you and teach it unto the

(1) Exodus 24:12. (2) Deuteronomy 31:96. (3) Gittin 60 a, The name of
the authority is Rabbi Yochanan. (4) When a section was declared to Moses,
he immediately wrote it down, When all the sections were completed, he
compiled them together into one Torah. Rashi, fbid. (5) Resh Lakish is the
authority who maintains that Moses wrote the whole Torah at one time after
all sections had been given to him intermittently during the forty years and
were properly systematized in his mind. . '

7




8 | RAMBAN

children of Israel; put it in therr mouths,® and, as he was further
instructed, Take this book of the law, and put it in the side of the
ark of the covenant of the Eternal your G-d.2

In either case it would have been proper for him to write at the
beginning of the book of Genesis: “And G-d spoke to Moses all
these words, saying.” The reason it was written anonymously
[without the above introductory phrase] is that Moses our teacher
did not write the Torah in the first person like the prophets who
did mention themselves. For example, it is often said of Ezekiel,
And the word of the Eternal came unto me saying: ‘Son of man,’’
and it is said of Jeremiah, And the word of the Eternal came unto
me.8 Moses our teacher, however, wrote this history of all former
generations and his own genealogy, history and experiences in the
third person. Therefore he says And G-d spoke to Moses, saying to
him? as if he were speaking about another persomn. And because
this is so, Moses is not mentionqd in the Torah until his birth, and
even at that time he is mentioned as if someone else was speaking

about him.

Now do not find a difficulty in the matter of Deuteronomy
wherein he [Moses] does speak about himself — [as he says,] And
- I'besought the Eternal; 19 And I prayed unto the Eternal, 11 — for
the beginning of that book reads: These are the words which
Moses spoke unto ail Israel 12 Thus throughout Deuteronomy he is
like one who narrates things in the exact language in which they

were spoken.

The reason for the Torzh being written in this form [namely,
the third person] is that it preceded the creation of the world,??
and, needless to say, it preceded the birth of Moses our teacher. It
has been transmitted to us by tradition that it [the Torah] was
written with letters of black fire upon a background of white
fire.14 Thus Moses was like a scribe who copies from an ancient
book, and therefore he wrote anonymously.

(6) Deuteronomy 31:19. (7} Ezekiel 3:16-17; 12:1, etc. {8) Jeremiah
1:4. (9) Exodus 6:2. (10) Deutcronomy 3:23. (11) Jbid., 9:26. (12} Jbid.,
1:1. (13) Shabbath 88b. (14) Yerushalmi Shekalim 13 b, Sce also Rashi on
Deuteronomy 33:2.
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THE BOOK OF GENESIS 9

However, it is true and clear that the entire Torah — from the
beginning of Genesis to in the sight of all Israel'® [the last words
in Deuteronomy] — reached the ear of Moses from the mouth of
the Holy One, blessed be He, just as it is said elsewhere, He
pronounced all these words unto me ‘with his mouth, and I wrote
them with ink in the book.'® G-d informed Moses first of the
manner of the creation of heaven and earth and all their hosts,
that is, the creation of all things, high and low. Likewise [He
informed him of] everything that has been said by prophecy
concemning the esoterics of the Divine Chariot [in the vision of
Ezekiel] 17 and the process of Creation, and what has been
transmitted about them to the Sages. [Moses was informed about
these] together with an account of the four forces in the lower
world: the force of minerals, vegetation in the earth, living motion,
and the rational soul. With regard to all of these matters — their
creation, their essence, their powers and functions, and the
disintegration of those of them that are destroyed'® — Moses our
teacher was apprised, and all of it was written in the Torah,
explicitly or by implication. Now our Sages have already said:!®
“Fifty gates [degrees] of understanding were created in the world,
and all were transmitted to Moses with one exception, as it is said,
Thou hast made him but little lower than the angels.” 20
[Concerning this statement of the Sages] that in the creation of
the world there are fifty gates of understanding, it is as if it said
that there is one gate of understanding pertaining to the creation
of the minerals, their force and their effects, one gate of
understanding pertaining to the creation of the vegetation in the
earth, and similarly, as regards the creation of trees, beasts, fowl,
creeping things and fish, that there pertains to each of these one

- gate of understanding. This series culminates in the creation of the

rational soul [for the gate pertaining to this latter creation]

(15) Deuteronomy 34:12. (16) Jeremizh 36:18. Baruch, Jeremiah’s scribe,
is explaining the manner in which he wrote down his master’s prophecies: he
[Jeremiah] pronounced all these words, etc. (17) Ezekiel, Chapter 1. (18)
The rational soul in man is not subject to destruction, Hence Ramban writes
of “those of them that are destroyed,” not ail. {19) Rosh Hashanah 21 b.
{20) Psalms 8:6. ’
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enables man to contemplate the secret of the soul, to know its
essence and its power in ‘its palace” [namely, the body]?! and to
attain [that degree of understanding] which is alluded to in the
saying of the Sages:?2 “If a person stole, he [who has the
aforesaid understanding] knows and recognizes it on him; if a
person committed adultery, he knows and recognizes it on him; if
one is suspected of having intercourse with a woman in her state
of uncleanness, he knows and recognizes it on him. Greater than
all is he who recognizes all masters> of witcheraft.” And from
[that level of understanding] a man can ascend to the
understanding of the spheres, the heavens and their hosts, for
pertaining to each of these there is one gate of wisdom which is
unlike the wisdom of the others. The total number of different
gates as ascertained by tradition is fifty less one. It is possible that
this fiftieth gate concerns a knowledge of the Creator, blessed be
He, which is not transmittable to any created being. Pay no regard
to the Sages’ saying that [“Fifty gates of understanding} were
created,”?* for that statement relates to the majority even though
one gate was indeed not created. This number [49] is clearly
Jdluded to in the Torah in the counting of the Omer,25 and in the
counting of the Jubilee,?8 the secrets of which I will disclose when
I attain thereto by the Will of the Holy One, blessed be He.

Everything that was transmitted to Moses our teacher through
the forty-nine gates of understanding was written in the Torah
explicitly or by implication in words, in the numerical value of the
letters or in the form of the letters, that is, whether written
normally or with some change in form such as bent or crooked
letters and other deviations, or in the tips of the letters and their
crownlets, as the Sages have said:27 *“When Moses ascended to
heaven he found the Holy One, blessed be He, attaching crownlets

{21) Sce Tbn Ezra's commentary on Deuteronomy 32:2, which states that the
body is the palace of the soul. (22} Heichaloth Rabboth 1:3. (23) “Masters™;
in Heichaloth Rabboth: “kinds.” (24) Since the fifticth gate of understanding
‘was never transmitted to any created being, how could the Sages say that fifty
swere created”? The answer is that the statement relates to the majority of the
gates.  (25) Leviticus 99:15:Seven weeks shall there be complete.... (26) Ibid.

95:8. (27) Menachoth 29 b.
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to certain letters of the Torah. He [Moses] said to Him, ‘What are
these for?’ He [G-d] said to him, ‘One man is destined to interpret
mountains of laws on their basis.’ 2% * ‘Whence dost thou know
this?’ He [Rabbi Akiba] answered them: ‘This is a law given to
Moses on Mount Sinai.’ "2 For these hints cannot be understood
except from mouth to mouth [through an oral tradition which can
be traced] to Moses, who received it on Sinai.

Based on this tradition, the Sages have said in Shir Hashirim
Rabbah 39 concerning King Hezekizh [when he was visited by a
delegation from the king of Babylon]:3! “He showed them the
Book of Tagin [crownlets].” This book is known and is available
to everyone. In it is explained how many crownleted alephs there
are in the Torah, how many beths, and the {frequency of the] rest
of the letters and the number of crownlets on each one. The praise
which the Sages bestowed on this book and the disclosure of
Hezekiah’s secret to the delegation were not for the crownlets
themselves but rather for a knowledge of their essence and their
meanings, which consist of many exceedingly profound secrets.

There, in the Midrash Shir Hashirim Rabbah,%? they [the Sages]
have also said: “It is written, And He declared unto you His
covenant,®®  which means: He declared unto you the Book of
Genesis, which relates the beginning of His creation;‘g“* which He
commanded you to perform, even the ten words,33 meaning the
ten commandments, ten for Scripture and ten for Talmud.?® For

(28) Jbid. Moses said to G-d: “Show me this man.”" G-d showed him Rabbj
Akiba sitting with eight ranks of disciples. Moses sat down in the eighth rank
but was not able to follow the discussions, a fact which deeply grieved him.
But then he heard the disciples asking Rabbi Akiba, “Whence dost thou know
this?” Sec now in-text of Ramban. (29) Now Meses was content.
Ibid. (30) Not found in our text, Sec, however, Shir Hashirim Rabbah 3:3,
and see also my Hebrew commentary, p. 4, for further reference on this
matter. (81) Isaiah, Chapter 39. (32) 1:28. (33) Deuteronomy 4:13. (34) The
interpretation is based upon the similarity between the words &'rivah
{creation) and b'rithe {His covenant). (35) “Ten for Scripture and ten for
Talmud.” Thus the Oral Law is made equal to the Written Law. The basis for
the interpretation scems to be the extra word la‘asoth (to perform), which is
taken to refer to the Oral Law since it teaches us how to perform the
commandments. '
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36 come

from what source did Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite
and reveal to Israel the secrets of the behemoth3’ and the
leviathan? °® And from what source did Ezekiel come and reveal to
them the mysteries of the Divine Chariot?!’ It is this which
Scripture says, The king hath brought me into his chambers,”

meaning that everything can be learned from the Torah.

King Solomon, peace be upon him, whom G-d had given wisdom
and knowledge, derived it all from the Torah, and from it he
studied until he knew the secret of all things created, even of the
forces and characteristics of plants, so that he wrote about them
even a Book of Medicine, as it is written, And he spoke of trees,
from the cedar that is in Lebanon even unto the hyssop that
springeth out of the wall. 4

Now I have seen the Aramaic translation of the book called The
Great Wisdom of Solomon, 41 ,nd in it is written: “There is
nothing new in the birth of a king or ruler; there is one entrance
for all.people into the world, and one exit alike. Therefore I have
prayed, and the spirit of wisdom was given to me, and I have
called out and the spirit of knowledge came to me; I chose it
above scepter and throne.” And it is further said there: “It is G-d
alone Who gives knowledge that contains no falsehood, [enabling
one] to know how the world arose, the composition of the
constellations, the beginning, the end and middle of the times, the
angles of the ends of the constellations, and how the seasons are
produced by the movement of heavens and the fixed positions of
the stars, the benign nature of cattle and the fierceness of beasts,
the power of the wind and the thoughts of man, the relationship
of trees and the forces of roots; everything hidden and everything
revealed I know.”

(36) Job 82:2. (87) Jbid, 40:15. See following note. (38) Jbid., 40:25.
The Behemoth and the Leviathan are mentioned in G-d’s response to Job
{Chapter 40} and are not found in Elihu’s speeches. Rabbi David Luria (in his
notes to the Midrash) amends the text of the Midrash to read: “the secrets of
the winds and the rains.”” These are mentioned by Elihu in Chapter 37.
{39) Song of Songs 1:4. (40) I Kings 5:15. (41) One of the books of

the Apocrypha. In Weiscl’s Hebrew edition, Verses 4-6 in Chapter 7 come
close to the t=xt here mentioned.
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All this Solomon knew from the Torah, and he found everything
in it — in its simple meanings, in the subtleties of its expressions
and its letters and its strokes, as I have mentioned.

Scripture likewise relates concerning him, And Solomon’s
wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east.*? That
is to say, he was better versed than they in divination and
enchanting, for this was their wisdom, as it is said, For they are
replenished from the east, and with soothsayers lke the
Philistines. *3 (The Sages similarly said:** “What was the wisdom
of the children of the east? They knew and were crafty in the
divination of birds.”) And all the wisdom of Egypt*? means that
Solomon was better versed in sorcery, which is the wisdom of
Egypt, and in the nature of growing things. As is known from the
Book of Egyptian Agriculture, *® the Egyptians were very well
versed in the matters of planting and grafting different species.
Thus the Sages have said: *¢ “Solomon even planted peppers in the

Land of Israel. How was he able to plant them? Solomon was a

wise man, and he knew the essence of the foundation of the
world, Why was this? [It is written | Out of Zion, the perfection
of beauty, G-d hath shined forth.*’ Out of Zion the whole world
was perfected. How is this known? Why was it called ‘the
Foundation Stone?’ Because the world was founded from it. Now
Solomon knew which of its arteries extends to Ethiopia, and upon
it he planted peppers, and immediately it produced fruits, for so
he says, And I planted trees in them of all kinds of fruit.” 48

We have yet another mystic tradition* that the whole Torah is
comprised of Names of the Holy One, blessed be He, and that the
letters of the words separate themselves into Divine Names when

. divided in a different manner, as you may imagine by way of

(42) I Kings 5:10. (43) Isaiah 2:6. (44) Pesikta of Rabbi Kahana, Parah.
Bamidbar Rabbah, Chapter 19. (45} Mentioned in Rambam's Moreh
Nebuchim III, 29-30. Ramban also mentions it further, 11:28. Abraham ibn
Ezra refers to it in his Commentary to Exodus 2:10. (46) Tanchuma,
Kedoshim 10.  (47) Psalms 50:2.  (48) Ecclesiastes 2:5. (49) Zohar
Yithro 87a: “The whole Torah is the Name of the Holy One, etc.” See also my
Hebrew commentary, p. 6 for z broader discussion of this matter,
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example that the verse of Bereshith divides itself into these other
words: berosh yithbare Elokim. This principle-applies likewise to
the entire Torah, aside from the combinations and the numerical
equivalents of the Holy Names. Our Rabbi Shlomo [Rashi] has
already written in his commentaries on the Talmud 50" concerning
the manner in which the Great Divine Name of seventy-two letters
is derived from the three verses: And he went, 51 And he came, 52
And he stretched out. 53 14 is for this reason that a Scroll of the
Torah in which a mistake has been made in one letter’s being
added or subtracted is disqualified [even though the literal meaning
remains unchanged], for this principle [that the whole Torah
comprises Names of the Holy One, blessed be He], obligates us to
disqualify a scroll of the Torah in which one letter vav is missing
from the word otham — of which there are thirty-nine fully-spelled
ones in the Torah — [despite the fact that the same word appears
many times without a vav], or if he [the Scribe] were to add a
vav to any of the other deficient ones [that is, words which could
be written with an additional vav but are not so written]. So it is
in similar cases even though it matters not one way Or another on
cursory thought. It is this principle which has caused the Biblical
scholars to count every full and defective word in the Torah and
Scripture and to compose books on the Masoretic text, going back
as far as Ezra the Scribe and Prophet, 54 5o that we should be
heedful of this, as the Sages derived it from the verse, And they
read in the book in the Law of G-d, distinctly; and they gave the
sense, and caused them to understand the reading. °°

It would appear that the Torah “written with letters of black
fire upon a background of white fire” 1* was in this form we have
mentioned, namely, that the writing was contiguous, without break

{50) Sukkah 45 a. {(51) Exodus 14:19. (52) Ibid., Verse 20.

(53) Ibid,, Verse 21. (54) Megillah 15 a. Malachi (the prophet) is -

identical with Ezra. (55) Nehemiah 8:8. The Sages® interpretation is found
in Nedarim 37 b: “And they read in the book in the law of G—d, this means
the written text; distinctly, this is the Targum [translation] ; and they gave the
sense, this has reference to the division in verses; and they caused them to
understand the resding, this means the punctuating signs [or accents], and
some Rabbis say that this is the Masoreth [the traditions regarding the full or
defective words]."” '
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of words, which made it possible for it to be read by way of
Divine Names and also by way of our normal reading which makes
explicit the Torah and the commandment. It was given to Moses
our teacher using the division of words which expresses the
commandment, and orally it was transmitted to him in the
rendition which consists of the Divine Names. Thus masters of the
Cabala 5 write the letters of the Great Name [ have mentioned
[namely, the Name containing seventy-two letters] all close to
each other, and then these are divided into words consisting of
three letters and many other divisions, as is the practice among the
masters of the Cabala.

And now, know and see what I shall answer to those who
question me concerning my writing a commentary of the Torah. I
shall conduct myself in accordance with the custom of the early
scholars to bring peace of mind to the students, tired of the exile
and the afflictions, who read in the Seder 57 on the Sabbaths and
festivals, and to attract them with the plain meanings of Scripture
and with some things that are pleasant to the listeners and which
give grace 58 {6 the scholars. And may the gracious G-d be merciful
unto us and bless us 9 5o that we shall find grace and good favor
in the sight of G-d and man. ®°

Now behold I bring into a faithful covenant and give proper
counsel to all who look into this book not to reason or entertain
any thought concerning any of the mystic hints which I write
regarding the hidden matters of the Torah, for I do hereby firmly
make known to him [the reader] that my words will not be
comprehended nor known at all by any reasoning or
contemplation, excepting from the mouth of a wise Cabalist

(56) Literally, “reception.” In the Talmud the word cebale denotes the
whole body of the oral tradition in contrast to the written word of G—d, the
Torah. Here, however, as well as in later Hebrew usage the word denotes the
system of mystic lore and philosophy which constitutes a distinctive body of
esoteric thought. (57) The portion of the Torah assigned for reading on 2
particular Sabbath or festival. (58) The Hebrew word chein (grace} is here
an abbreviation for the Hebrew words cRochmah nistarah [the hidden
wisdom or the Cabala]. (59) Psalms 67:2. (60) Proverbs 3:4.
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speaking into the ear of an understanding recipient.61 Reasoning
about them is foolishness; any unrelated thought brings much
damage and withholds the benefit. Let him not trust in vanity,
deceiving himself, 62 for these reasonings will bring him nothing but
evil as if they spoke falsely against G-d, which cannot be forgiven,
as it is said, The man that strayeth out of understanding shall rest
in the congregation of the shades. 83 Let them not break through
unto the Eternal to gaze, 64 For the Eternal our G-d is a devouring
fire, even a G-d of jealousies. 85 And He will show those who are
pleasing 1o Him wonders from His Torah. Rather let such see in
our commentaries novel interpretations of the plain meanings of
Scripture and Midrashim, and let them take moral instruction from
the mouths of our holy Rabbis: 8¢ “Into that which is beyond
you, do not seek; into that which is more powerful than you, do
not inquire; about that which is concealed from you, do not desire
to know; about that which is hidden from you, do not ask.
Contemplate that which is permitted to vou, and engage not
yourself in hidden things.”

(-61) The Hebrew is Mekabel mewin, which may also mean ‘‘an
understanding Cabalist,” thus suggesting that the recipient too has already
been initiated into these mysteries to a lesser degree. (62} Job 15:31.

(63) Proverbs 21:16.  (64) Exodus 19:21 and 24. (65) Deuteronomy.

4:24, (66) Bereshith Rabbah 8:2.
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