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Mission Statement:  The core requirements of the psychology major are designed to provide a broad foundation across the spectrum of subject areas in psychology.   Additional required courses selected from Learning, Psychobiology, and Emotion (Group 1) and Abnormal Psychology, Clinical Psychology, and Tests and Measurements (Group 2) provide greater depth in the two major subdivisions of psychology. Students select from a range of elective courses  to gain greater expertise in areas that will best prepare them  for graduate school programs in psychology or  related career options, for example, the health related fields of Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, and Speech Therapy, or Medical School.  A common thread among the various courses is an emphasis on the scientific foundation and empirical basis of psychological principles and their application to understanding the individual, her development, and her behavior in a social context.  Writing skills are highlighted in much of the coursework, and students are encouraged to expand their learning outside of the classroom by participating in research and/or clinical experiences with, or sponsored by psychology faculty.
· Foundational knowledge -- Psychology students will be able to understand key concepts, and theories in various subfields of psychology.  Students will demonstrate attainment of this goals by being able to
·  explain key psychological theories 
·  describe key concepts within the subfields of psychology
·   identify major themes in psychology

· Critical thinking and analysis skills -- Psychology students will be able to analyze and critically evaluate psychological research and theories.  Students will demonstrate attainment of this goal by being able to
· identify key components of a research study including  its research questions and hypotheses, study design, types of variables, methods and analyses, results, and conclusions
· critically evaluate research studies with regards to their designs, methodologies, results and implications
· identify areas in need of future research 
· compare key psychological theories
· critically evaluate the strengths and limitations of key psychological theories and their applications

· Research skills – Psychology students will be able to design and conduct research studies.  Students will demonstrate attainment of this goal by being able to 
· formulate their own testable research questions and hypotheses
· design appropriate methods for investigating their research questions and hypotheses
· select appropriate statistical procedures for analyzing study findings and drawing conclusions about study results
· implement an empirical study
·  effectively communicate their research findings both orally and in writing, and in accordance with APA guidelines

· Application Skills – Psychology students will be able to apply psychological principles to real-world practice.  Students will demonstrate attainment of this goal by being able to
· make informed recommendations based psychological theories and research findings
· propose theoretically driven and research-based prevention and intervention strategies
· implement effective research-based practices

· Communication skills -- Psychology students will be able to effectively communicate psychological concepts and research findings to diverse audiences both orally and in writing.  Students will demonstrate attainment of this goal by being able to
· write clear, well-organized essays and research reports for their target audiences, and which are in accordance with APA guidelines
· deliver clear, informed, and persuasive oral presentations for their target audience
· visually present research findings with effective graphs, tables and charts
· Ethical Standards -- Psychology students will be able to adhere to ethical standards in the field of psychology.  Students will demonstrate attainment of this goal by being able to 
· consider the potential psychological or physical harms of a study to its participants
· propose effective safeguards or practices to counteract the potential harm of a study on its participants

