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My Dear Friends,

As 1 left Gaza last month from my visit with the soldiers, I felt that a part of me
stayed behind. It was a terrifying experience being in a war zone. Yet I was leaving
while our sons and daughters in the IDF remained. Even more heartbreaking was
that we still have over 100 brothers and sisters in captivity. One cannot imagine
the terror of their daily experiences. Today though we do not need to imagine, for
some of the released hostages have shared stories of their time in Gaza. From
them we hear very clearly that our worst nightmares are being realized:

hunger, lack of medical supplies and sexual abuse.

When I visited Hostage Square on my trip, I visited with the families, the released
hostages and the organizers of the movement. They charged me with the mission
to tell their story. One of the conversations that resonated with me deeply was
with Talia Berman whose twin sons Ziv and Gali, 26, were taken hostage.
Although not related, our shared name instantly made me think of them as family.
Two handsome young men, taken in the prime of their life, leaving their mother
crying every day about their fate which remained unknown. Sadly, we have
learned not to expect much from third parties like the International Red Cross
who should be insisting on access to the hostages. But our expectations for
ourselves only rise. Especially when others will forget, we remember and continue
to work for their safety and freedom.
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Three months ago, Rina and Natalie Har came to our campus to speak to our
students about their father, Louis Har, who was being held hostage. Our students
joined together with the sisters to pray for their father’s freedom.

Rina and Natalie Har with our students at YU

All throughout this crisis, our students have been at the forefront of supporting
Israel, our IDF soldiers and our brothers and sisters in captivity. They have led
rallies, organized charity drives, added to their prayers and studies, lobbied
congress, and participated in multiple missions to Israel. When Israel is at war,
we are all called to service, and our students all throughout this year have been
responding to this call.

Ultimately, we know that the Jewish people will not be defeated. We do not know
how long it will take nor do we know the amount of pain that we will suffer along
the way, but we believe in God’s promise, actualized throughout Jewish history, to
protect and save the Jewish people from those who seek to destroy us. The
question for us is not will we win but will we be worthy of celebrating the victory.

The Rabbis teach us that those who mourn for Jerusalem will also participate in
the joy of its rebuilding. Those who are wholly present during the difficult times,
who invest themselves emotionally, spiritually and physically to supporting the
Jewish people in times of challenge and travail, will rightfully participate in the
celebration of the redemption to come.

We experienced that teaching on our campus this week. This week, on the day he
was rescued, Louis Har FaceTimed our students to recite the special blessing
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when surviving a life-threatening experience, enabling us to participate in the joy
of his return home.

YU students join together with Rabbi Shay Schachter to welcome Louis Har back home

We thank Hashem for the successful IDF rescue of Louis Har and Fernando
Marman, and know that our joy is not complete until all of the hostages are

returned back to our family. Please continue to include their names in your

prayers and in all of our communal efforts to Bring Them Home Now.

Together we stand, together we rise, and together we will celebrate our ultimate
victory.

Am Yisrael Chai

Warmest wishes and Shabbat shalom,

Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman
President, Yeshiva University

Linktree

@presidentberman yu.edu/togetherwithisrael.com

‘ Donate Today
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Hostages — Pray for Their Safe Release

Abraham Gilad ben Emunah (Munder) PN N2 MNP

Agam bat Meirav (Berger) "W 127792

Alexander ben Oksana (Lobanov) 927112 IR
Sasha Alexander ben Yelena (Troufanov) 17w na e
Alexander ben Nina (Dancyg) DN 2NN
Almog ben Nira (Sarusi) aryann
Almog ben Orit (Meir-Jan) hirieRNakelplal
Alon ben Idit (Ohel) aaviloRimliviissa)
Amiram ben Sara (Cooper) WRILRON AN
Amit Esther Chaya bat llana (Buskila) n%’X N2 Ryl
Andrey ben Yevgenia (Kozlov) T aam
Arbel bat Yael (Yehud) P12 T
Ariel ben Shiri (Bibas) TINYY N2 YN
Ariel ben Silvana (Konio) a1 Ty
Avraham ben Agranesh (Mengistu) 2121372981
Avinathan ben Ditza Tirtza (Or) ANOR 12 TN
Bar Avraham ben Julia (Kuperstein) ANON 12 TMR
Bipin Joshi 1297 12 Y
Carmel bat Kineret (Gat) 2% 72y
Chaim ben Nechama (Peri) ANON 137N 12 Yy
Chen Chanan ben Vered (Yablonka) ~ 1NOX A1 12”0y
Daniel Shimon ben Sharon (Peretz) 2181 12 R
Daniella bat Orly (Gilboa) N7DX 21y 12 7R

David ben Silvana (Konio) T 1IN
Dolev ben Yael (Yahud) PIRPOR XTI
Doron bat Sarah (Steinbrecher) o1
Dror ben Dorit (Or) y13mn 2 om
Edan ben Yael (Alexander) 2N namm
Eden bat Shirit (Yerushalmi) mnmEam
Eitan Avraham ben Efrat (Mor) NN 12 R7IW
Eitan ben Rut Idit (Horn) n°7172 2w
Elad ben Chana (Katzir) n’1n namw
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Eliya ben Sigalit (Cohen)

Eliyahu ben Chana (Sharabi)

Elkana ben Ruchama (Bohbot)
Elyakim Shlomo ben Avishag (Libman) 18231290
Emily Tehila bat Amanda (Damari) IainkaRminialyl
Evyatar ben Yasmin Gila (David)
Gadi Moshe ben Sara (Mosez)

Gali ben Tamar (Berman)
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Guy ben Meirav (Gilboa-Dalal) YD 12N
Hamza Alziadna

Hersh ben Perel Chana (Goldberg-Polin)
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Hisham ben Manal al Sayed 127172 priye
Idan ben Dalit (Shtivi) 0 a0
Itai ben Mirit (Regev) 0°7n 12 071 foY
Itay ben Chagit (Chen) ITRYTYR M0
ltzik ben Chana (Elgarat) Nt
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Karina bat Ira (Ariev)

Kfir ben Shiri (Bibas)

Lior ben Michal (Rudaeff)

Liri bat Shira (Elbag)

Matan ben Miriam (Angrest)
Matan ben Einav (Zangauker)
Maxim ben Tella (Herkin)

Michel ben Solomira (Nisenbaum)
Mohammad Alatrash

Na'ama bat Ayelet (Levy)

Nadav ben Chana (Popplewell)
Nimrod ben Vicky (Cohen)

Noa bat Liora (Argamani)

Oded ben Bilha (Lifshitz)

Ofer ben Kochava (Kalderon)
Ohad ben Esther (Ben-Ami)
Ohad ben Esther (Yahalomi)
Omer ben Malka (Shem Tov)
Omer ben Niva (Wenkert)

Omer ben Orna Esther (Neutra)
Omri ben Veronika Esther (Miran)
Or ben Geula (Levy)

Ori ben Einav Efrat (Danino)
Orién Hernandez Radoux

Qaid Farhan Alkadi

Ran ben Talik (Gvili)

Rom ben Tamar Noa (Braslavski)
Romi bat Merav (Gonen)

Ron ben Chana (Benjamin)
Sagui ben Naamit (Dekel-Chen)
Segev ben Galit (Kalfon)

Shiri bat Margit (Bibas)

Shlomi ben Rozita Ira (Ziv)
Shlomo ben Marcel (Mansour)
Keith Shmuel ben Gladis (Siegel)
Tal ben Nitza (Shoham)

Tamir ben Cherut (Nimrod)
Tsachi ben Devorah (Idan)

Uriel ben Naomi (Baruch)

Yagev ben Esther (Buchshtab)
Yair ben Flor (Yaakov)

Yair ben Rut Idit (Horn)

Yarden ben Penina (Bibas)
Yitzchak ben Gila (Gelernter)
Yoram ben Miriam (Metzger)
Yosef Chaim ben Miriam (Ohana)
Yusuf Alziadna

Ziv ben Tamar (Berman)
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