Barry L. Eichler

Curriculum  VitaePRIVATE 

Education:

Graduate:

University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA




            

Department of Oriental Studies, 1961-67

                       


 

Ph. D. with distinction


 



Yeshiva University, New York, NY

                      



Bernard Revel Graduate School, 1960-61


Undergraduate: 

Yeshiva University, New York, NY





       

Yeshiva College, 1956-60

                        



B. A. magna cum laude

                      



Teachers' Institute, 1956-58

                        



B. R. E. summa cum laude







R.I.E.T.S., 1959-61








   



      
Hayim Greenberg Institute, Jerusalem, 1958





         

Teachers' Diploma, 1958

Employment



Standing:

Yeshiva University, New York, N.Y,







Yeshiva College, Dean, 2009-







Yeshiva College, 2008-







Bernard Revel Graduate School, 2008-







Professor of Bible and Cuneiform Studies






University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA







Emeritus, 2008-

 



       

Professor, Near Eastern Languages & Civilizations

                               


Curator, University Museum, 1968-2007

   





Instructor, Oriental Studies





                
Research Assistant, University Museum, 1965-68.


Visiting:

Yeshiva University, New York, NY


                 


1980-2006  Bernard Revel Graduate School





     
Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel

                      



1977-78  Department of Assyriology





     
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA





       

1974-76  The Law School, Jewish Law

 

              

Yale University, New Haven, CT





       

1968-69  Near Eastern Languages & Literatures,

                               



 Research Fellow in Mesopotamian Law         

Research

Books:

Indenture at Nuzi (Yale Near Eastern Researches,





  
Volume 5) New Haven: Yale University Press, 1973





Kramer Anniversary Volume: Cuneiform Studies in Honor





  
of Samuel Noah Kramer (Alter Orient und Altes





  
Testament, Band 25) Neukirchen-Vluyn: Butzon &





  
Bercker Kevelaer, 1976 [editor]





Judah Goldin: Studies in Midrash and Related Literature





  
Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society, 1987 [co-editor]





Tehillah le-Moshe: Biblical and Judaic Studies in Honor of





  
Moshe Greenberg, Winona Lake; Eisenbrauns, 1997 [co-






editor]





dub-sar gal-zu za3-mi2 : Sumerological and Ancient Near Eastern






 Studies Presented to Jacob Klein in Honor of his 70th






 Birthday Bethesda: CDL Press, 2005. [co-editor]


Articles:
"Homicide in Biblical and Ancient Near Eastern Law,"





  
Encyclopedia Biblica 7 (1976) 426-431





"Intention in Biblical and Ancient Near Eastern Law,"





  
Encyclopedia Biblica 7 (1976) 529-531





"Bestiality," Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible





  
Supplement (1976) 96-97





"Nuzi," Interpreter's of the Bible Dictionary





  
Supplement (1976) 635-36





"Another Look at the Nuzi Sistership Contracts,"





  
Ancient Nea Eastern Studies in Memory of J. J.





  
Finkelstein (Connecticut Academy of Arts & Sciences,





  
Memoir 19) 1977, 45-59





"`Please say that you are my sister':Nuzi and Biblical





  
Studies," Shnaton: An Annual for Biblical and Ancient





 
 Near Eastern Studies 3 (1978-79) 108-115





"Of Slings and Shields, Throwsicks and Javelins,"





  
Journal of the American Oriental Society 103 (1983)







95-102






"Inheritance," "Loan," "Nuzi," "Ownership," "Perjury,"





  
"Slavery," "Stoning," Harpers Bible Dictionary (1985)





"Israelite Law," Encyclopedia of Religion (1986)





"Literary Structure in the Laws of Eshnunna," Language,





  
Literature and History: Philological and Historical





  
Studies Presented to Erica Reiner. American Oriental 





  
Series, 67 (1987) 71-84





"Nuzi and the Bible: A Retrospective," DUMU-E -DUB-BA:





 
 Studies in Honor of Ake W. Sjoberg. Occasional Publi-





  
cations of the Samuel Noah Kramer Fund, 11 (1989)





  
107-119





"On Weaving Etymological and Semantic Threads: The 





  
Semitic Root ql`," Lingering Over Words: Studies in 





 Honor of William Moran. Harvard Semitic Series, 37 





 (l990) 163-69   





"The Mari Tablets," "The Nuzi Tablets," The Oxford





  
Companion to the Bible (1991)





"mar-URU : Tempest in a Deluge," The Tablet and the





  
Scroll, Near Eastern Studies in Honor of William W.





  
Hallo (Bethesda: CDL Press, 1993), 90-94






"Tablet, Scroll and Book: Judaic Treasures," Van Pelt-Dietrich 






Library Exhibition Catalogue, 1994, 1-16.





"The Study of Bible in Light of Our Knowledge of the





  
Ancient Near East," Modern Scholarship in the Study of





  
Torah: Contributions and Limitations, ed. by S. Carmy





  
(London: Jason Aronson, 1996), 81-100





"Speiser, Ephraim Avigdor," in The Oxford Encyclopedia





   
of Archaeology of the Near East (1997) vol. 5, 68-69.





"On Reading Genesis 12:10-20," Tehillah le-Moshe: Biblical 





  
 and Judaic Studies in Honor of Moshe Greenberg (1997)





   
23-38. 

               

"Mesopotamian Ethics and Law Codes," Religions of the

  
Ancient World (Harvard University Press Reference

   
Library), June 2002





“Jacob Klein: An Appreciaton,” dub-sar gal-zu za3-mi2: Sumero-






logical and Ancient Near Eastern Studies in Honor of Jacob





 
Klein, (CDL Press, 2005), xiii-xx
"Cuneiform Studies at Penn: From Hilprecht to Leichty," If a Man


 Builds a Joyful House: Assyriological Studies in Honor of


 Erle Verdun Leichty  (Cuneiform Monographs 31). Eds. A. 


Guinan et al, Leiden: Brill, 2006, pp. 87-109.

"Exodus 21:22-25 Revisited: Methodological Considerations,"


BirkatShalom: Studies in the Bible, Ancient Near Eastern 


Literature, and Postbiblical Judaism Presented to Shalom 


M. Paul on the Occasion of his Seventieth Birthday edited 


by Chaim Cohen et al, Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 2008, 


pp. 11-29.

“Law and Morality in Ancient Near Eastern Thought,” Ethics, 


Politics and Democracy edited by J. V. Ciprut, Cambridge:


MIT Press, 2008, pp. 33-58.

“Examples of Restatement in the Laws of Hammurabi,” Mishneh

Todah: Studies in Deuteronomy and Its Cultural

Environment in Honor of Jeffrey H. Tigay edited by Nili 

Sacher Fox et al, Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 2009, pp.

365-400.




“Speiser, Ephraim Avigdor,” Reallexikon der Assyriologie 12,




(2010) pp. 206-207.

Reviews:
A. Kirschenbaum, Self-incrimination in Jewish Law in





  
Journal of the American Academy of Religion 6 (1973)





  
312-313





A. Rothkoff, Bernard Revel: Builder of American Jewish





  
Orthodoxy in Tradition 13 (1973) 212-216





Contributing review editor to the "Survey of Recent





  
Literature" for the Jewish Law Annual 1976-1987





R. Westbrook, Studies in Biblical and Cuneiform Law in 





  
Hebrew Studies 34 (1993) 222-225

J. Muffs, Love and Joy: Law, Language and Religion in

  
Ancient Israel in the Journal of American Oriental 

  
Society 117 (1997)  

M.  Weinfeld, Social Justice in Ancient Israel and the


Ancient Near East in the Jewish Quarterly Review 139 (1998) 185-190.





Papers and
"The Personal ditennutu Contract," American Oriental 


Lectures
:
Society Meeting, Berkeley, April 1968  





         "Problems in Jewish Education," Yeshiva University 



  

  Jubilee Convocation, New York, May 1968





"Assyriology and Biblical Studies," Convocation of the 





  
New England Region of Yavneh, Boston, March 1970





"Comparative Methodology in the Study of Biblical Law,"





  
Annual Society of Biblical Literature, Hudson-Delaware





  
Section Meeting, Philadelphia, May 1975





"Jewish Education in Crisis," Educators' Council of 



      


  America Symposium, New York, June 1979





"Biblical Law in its Ancient Near Eastern Setting," 





  
Dropsie University Distinguished Lecture Series, 





  
Philadelphia, March, 1981





"Mesopotamian Religion," Glassboro State College, April 1981





"Literary Structure in Mesopotamian Law Collections," 





  
Rencontre assyriologique internationale 29, London,  July






1982





"Literary Structure in Biblical Law," International Convention of 






Jewish 
Law 2, New York, December, 1982





"The Semantic Range of the Hebrew Root ql'," American





  
Oriental Society Meeting, Baltimore, March 1983  





"Mesopotamian Civilization," University Museum Symposium





  
on the World of the Hebrews, Philadelphia, December 1985





"Legal Midrash: Rabbinic Interpretation of Scripture, Annenberg 






Research Institute Symposium on Authoritative Texts and






Their Interpretation, Philadelphia, November 1987




"Nuzi and Biblical Studies," American Schools of  Oriental 





Research: Nuzi  Symposium, New York, December 1987





"On Cuneiform Writing," Oriental Studies Faculty Seminar, April, 






1988





"Inanna in Sumerian Literature, Oriental Studies Faculty Seminar, 






November, 1990 





"The Study of the Bible in Light of Our Knowledge of the 





  
Ancient Near East," Orthodox Forum, New York, November






1992
 





"Bible and Babel: Confronting Ancient Near Eastern Parallels to the






Bible, Yeshiva University Torah U'mada Lecture Series,

 




March 1993





"Window on the Bible" a series of 4 lectures on Biblical





  
and Ancient Near Eastern Thought, Sephardic Educational 





  
Institute Convention, May 1995





"Cuneiform Studies at Penn: An Historical Review," Asian





  
and Middle Eastern Studies Faculty Seminar, December,






1995





"Inanna and Ebih: Methodological Musings," Fellows





  
Seminar on Text, Image and Artifact: Ancient Israelite 





 
 Religion at the Center for Advanced Jewish Studies, 






September 1997 





"Genesis and Ancient Near Eastern Traditions," a series of 4





  
lectures and one public lecture sponsored by the Sephardic





  
Educational Institute, January 1998.





"Studies in Biblical Law" Drisha Institute of Higher Jewish 





  
Learning, February 1998





"Biblical Primeval History" Meorot Fellowship Lectures





  
sponsored by Eidah, February 1998




"Ancient Near Eastern Law: Insights and Contributions," invited as 





featured speaker for school-wide celebration of Law Week





at the Philadelphia Community College, February 2004.




"Law and Society," a workshop presentation for faculty in the





Humanities and Social Science, Philadelphia Community





College, February 2004




"Mesopotamia and the Bible: Differing Worldviews," Haverford





College, April 2004




"Biblical Laws of Slavery in their Ancient Near Eastern Context:





Bible, Babel and Beyond," Edmond J. Safra Synagogue





Scholar Series, February 2006




“Enhancing Our Learning of Torah,” YUHS Arista Dinner, March

2009

Awards


National Defense Education Act Fellow (1960-64)

               

American Council of Learned Societies Fellow (1977)

               

University of Pennsylvania Faculty Research Grant (1987)





Ner Israel Award for Community Service (1992)

          



Bernard Revel Outstanding Alumnus Award in Arts and





  
Sciences (1993)





Center for Advanced Judaic Studies Fellow (1997-1998)





Best Doctoral Course Nomination (1998)





Jewish Heritage Award, Association of Jewish Orthodox 





  
Teachers (2001)





Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching Nomination (2005)

Memberships
 
American Oriental Society





Society of Biblical Literature





Association for Jewish Studies





Jewish Law Association





World Union of Jewish Studies

Teaching Experience

Graduate and 

Undergraduate
Cuneiform Studies





Akkadian Language and Literature of the 2nd and 1st 






Millennium BCE





Sumerian Language and Literature




Biblical and Judaic Studies





Books of the Bible





Biblical Literature in its Ancient Near Eastern Context





Biblical Law in its Ancient Near Eastern Context





Biblical History and Historiography





Biblical Religion and Thought in its Ancient Near Eastern






Context





Rabbinic Legal Midrash





Jewish Law and Ethics




Ancient History





Mesopotamian History





Ancient Near Eastern History

Supervision 

  of Ph. D.
Dissertations

As noted below, I have served also as a dissertation committee





member or as an outside reader of Ph.D. dissertations for students at





New York University, Tel-Aviv University and Bar-Ilan University.





 [An asterisk indicates primary or co-advisor; brackets mark the

 



university at which the Ph.D. recipient holds a position.]





*M. Cogan, Imperialism and Religion: Assyria, Judah and Israel






 in the 8th-7th Centuries, 1971 [Hebrew University]





*J. Paradise, Nuzi Inheritance Practices, 1972 [University of






Minnesota]





M. Cohen, Enlil Balag Compositions, 1973 





S. Cohen, Enmerkar and the Lord of Aratta, 1973 [Dropsie






University]





*R. Sonsino, Motive Clauses in the Biblical Legal Corpora





  
in Light of Biblical and Extra-Biblical Literature, 1974 





*C. Myer, Mesopotamian Aromatics, 1975





*C. Hamlin, Cuneiform Archives as Data: Reliablilty of 





  
the Mari Archives for Agricultural Reconstruction,





  
1976





A. Berlin, Enmerkar and Ensuhkeshdana: A Study of Sumerian 






Narrative Poetry, 1976  [University of Maryland}





*M. Maidman, Socio-legal Dynamics of Land Acquisition in Nuzi,






1977 [York University]





*G. Oller, The Statue of Idrimi, 1977 [Purdue University]





*M. Roth, Scholastic Tradition and Mesopotamian Law: A





    
Study of FLP 1287, 1979 [University of Chicago]





R. Falkowitz, Sumerian Proverb Collections, 1980





*M. D. Pack, The Palace Administration at Mari, 1981 [Bringham






Young 
University]





*M. Malul, Studies in Legal Symbolic Acts in Mesopotamian 





Law, 1983 [Haifa University]





R. Panitz, Textual Exegesis and Other Kinds of






Interpretation in Scripture, 1983





E. Curtis, The Image of God, 1984 [Biola University]





*M. Hall, A Study of the Sumerian Moongod, 1985





*L. Schiff, The Nur-Sin Archive: Private Entrepeneurship






in Babylon (603-507 B.C.), 1987





*P. Gerardi, Assurbanipal's Elamite Campaigns: A Political and 






Literary Study, 1987





*D. Pike, Biblical Names and Theophoric Elements, 1990 






Bringham Young University]





*D. Glatt, Chronological Displacement in Biblical and 






Related Literatures, 1991 [Ben-Gurion University of the






Negev]





D. Katz, Death and the Netherworld According to Sumerian





Sources (outside reader, Tel-Aviv University), 1994





*E. von Dassow, Social Stratification of Alalah under





     
the Mitanni Empire (dissertation committee, New York






University), 1997 [University of Minnesota]

N. Fox, Royal Administrative Structure in Ancient Israel
     
1998 [Hebrew Union College]





M. Williams, Deception in Genesis, 1999 [Calvin College]





*J. Polonsky, The Mesopotamian Sungod. 2002

M. Simon, Mishnaic Narrative Forms, 2004

E. Haber, The Anticipatory Genetive in Sumerian (outside reader, 


 Bar-Ilan University) 2005




*S. Aster, Divine and Human Radiance in the Hebrew Bible,





 Northwest-Semitic and Mesopotamian Literature, 2006

 



[Yeshiva University]




*S. Holtz, Legal Proceedings in the Neo-Babylonian Period, 






2006 [Yeshiva University] 





*P. Delnero, The Decad: Sumerian Curriculum and Scribal






 Education, 2007 [Johns Hopkins]





*M. Glick, The Biblical Institution of Herem, 2008 



*M. Rutz, The Diviner at Emar, 2008 [Brown University]



A. Koller, Ancient Hebrew Semantic Field of Cutting Tools: 




A Philological, Archaeological and Semantics Study,




2009 [Yeshiva University]



Editorial

Activities

Occasional Publications of the Samuel Noah Kramer Fund of 






the Museum of the University of Pennsylvania,






Editorial Committee, 1975-present





Pennsylvania Sumerian Dictionary, Editorial Board, 1984-






present 





Publication Committee, University Museum, 2000-2002 





Royal Inscriptions from Mesopotamia, Editorial Board, 2008-






present 

Administrative

Experience and 
Activities      

University of Pennsylvania





School of Arts & Sciences






Jewish Studies Program







Undergraduate Chair, 2000-2001; 2005 (spring)






   
Founder and Chair, 1982-1995






University of Pennsylvania Museum: 







Babylonian Section: Tablet Collection 







Curator-in-Charge, 2002-2006







Associate Curator, 1974-2002







Assistant Curator, 1968-1974






Department of Near Eastern Languages & Civilizations







Undergraduate Chair, 2001-2005







Near East Section Head, 2000-2001; 1980-84





      

Acting Chair, 1975-76





      

Assistant Chair, 1974-75

                     



Near Eastern Section Secretary, 1969-71

  




 
Undergraduate Advisor for Ancient Near East, 








Hebrew and Judaica,1984-2007


           






 
Hebrew Language Advisory Committee, Chair, 1984-








2002






Other Departments & Programs








Ancient Studies Program









Member, 2002-2007








Religious Studies Graduate Group, 









Member, 1990-2007







Ancient History Graduate Group, 








Member, 1970-2007






Center for Advanced Jewish Studies







Board of Overseers, ex officio, 1993-1995







Steering Committee for International Colloquium: 








Text, Image and Artifact," 1998 






Van Pelt Library of the University of Pennsylvania







Library Committee, Member, 1999-2003






College of Arts & Sciences







Committee on Individualized Study, 








Chair 1994-1997





      

Undergraduate Faculty Council, 








Member, 1991-1995, 2001-05







College Personnel Search Committee,








Department of Anthropology, 1996-97








Department of History, 1991-92 








Department of Religious Studies, 1988-89;

                     



Freshman and Sophomore Advising Program, 








Faculty Advisor, 1987-2004

                     



College of Thematic Studies,








Coordinator, 1975-76


     
  Other Universities





    
Brandeis University Tenure Committee, Member, 1987





    
EH Evaluation Committee of Dropsie University's 







Experimental Program, 1982-83





State of Maryland College and Universities Accreditation






Committee, Member, 1979-80






Yeshiva University's Presidential Evaluation Committee, 







Member, 1974-75 

  


  Community Organizations






Torah Academy of Greater Philadelphia






  
Board of Directors, Member, 1970-2002






  
Vice President, 1971






  
Education Committee, 








Chair, 1980-1985








Member, 1973-1989












Cong. Beth Hamedrosh of Overbrook Park






  
Board of Directors, Member, 1970-2008






  
Secretary, 1982-84






  
Ritual Committee, Chair, 1984-2008






Talmudical Yeshivah of Philadelphia







Board of Directors, Member, 1990-2002                     

                   


Beth Jacob School














Education Committee, Member, 1981-83

Personal Data 


Birth:

February 6, 1940  New York, NY


Status:
     
Married July 3, 1962 to Linda Frisch


Children:
Elise, Rachel, Sara, Bezalel                                                                          
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