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Do you
want
to work
in the

Jewish
community?

With an MSW and a Certificate in

JEWISH COMMUNAL SERVICE
from Wurzweiler School of Social Work

How do you get there?
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urzweiler’s Certificate in Jewish 

Communal Service, in conjunction

with our master in social work (MSW),

puts you on track for a career in the Jewish

community. The Certificate Program pre-

pares social work professionals for spe-

cialized practice and administration in

Jewish settings: community centers,

federations, and human service,

family, and health agencies.

Under the auspices of

Yeshiva University,

Wurzweiler is unique in that

in one degree, it combines a

broad education in social work

practice with a focus on knowledge of

the Jewish community.

Community organizations are about

helping people in need—that’s why

Wurzweiler prides itself on providing stu-

dents with people-oriented social service

skills. This conviction guides our alumni

as they go on to become effective and

humane social workers in the Jewish com-

munity. In the constantly changing and

highly competitive job market of the

Jewish communal sector, the professional

standard of a social work degree sets our

graduates apart. For those who already

have an MSW, the Certificate

Program can be an important

step toward advancing their

careers in this sector, and

can be taken on its own as

a post-graduate course.

Students at Wurzweiler,

located in Manhattan—the heart

of the nation’s Jewish communal world—

have hundreds of organizations in the

metropolitan area at their fingertips. They

get an insider’s knowledge of the pro-

fession from field placements at agencies,

some of which give scholarships to

Wurzweiler. Certificate students go on

W
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field trips to major Jewish human service

organizations and attend an annual lecture

series by key professionals on issues impor-

tant to the Jewish community. Each student

is teamed with a faculty mentor to help

them with their professional development.

Faculty who teach in the Certificate

Program draw from rich experience

as directors and executives of

major Jewish communal

organizations. They are

experienced practitioners

whose strong academic cre-

dentials reflect outstanding

dedication to teaching and pro-

fessional leadership.

Wurzweiler’s highly regarded graduates

serve in leadership positions in Jewish

community centers, UJA/Federations,

Jewish family service, Jewish vocational

service, Jewish nursing homes and hospi-

tals, Jewish day schools and other edu-

cational settings, Hillels, Jewish camps,

and synagogues in the United States,

Canada, Israel, and throughout the world.

At Wurzweiler, we combine superior

teaching with research excellence to pre-

pare students for careers in the Jewish

community, in fields such as direct prac-

tice (working with individuals and

families), group work (working

with adolescents, young

adults, older adults, children,

and/or communities), and

community organization

(advocacy, planning, organiz-

ing, service coordination, fund-

raising, and community relations).

Through intellectual leadership and

creativity in teaching, research, publish-

ing, and service, Wurzweiler educates

Jewish communal professionals to antici-

pate and respond to the needs of their

communities today and in the future.
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To learn more about the Certifi-

cate in Jewish Communal Service

at Wurzweiler, fill out the attached

card and mail it to the address

on the back.

To find out more about 

scholarships or financial aid at

Wurzweiler, contact:

Office of Admissions

Wurzweiler School of Social Work

500 West 185th Street

New York, NY 10033-3201

Phone  212-960-0810

Fax  212-960-0821

Certificate
inJewish

Communal
Service

Yes,
I would like more information about the
Certificate in Jewish Communal Service

at Wurzweiler School of Social Work.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE/ZIP

DAY TIME PHONE

BEST TIME TO CALL

EMAIL ADDRESS

COMMENTS?
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“Wurzweiler creates a caring 

and nurturing environment 

that keeps the client as 

your main focus. That’s 

important, because Jewish 

community agencies are 

there to help people.” 

“As part of Yeshiva University,

Wurzweiler offered me a 

community to which I 

could belong. The Certificate

Program took me one step 

further than an MSW, pro-

viding me with specialized 

know-how for my career in

the Jewish community.”

“The Certificate Program 

gave me a broad social and

historical perspective on the

Jewish community. My field

work at the UJA-Federation

of New York reinforced the

idea that Jewish agencies 

bring healing into the 

community.”

RACHEL KRAFT ELLIOT
Class of 2003

ANAT FIRESTONE
Class of 2004

ERIK KESSLER
Class of 2004
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“The Certificate in Jewish

Communal Service was the

Jewish ‘soul’ of my MSW. 

It deepened my commitment

to the Jewish community. It

was incredible to learn from

the vast experience and 

professional knowledge of 

the Program’s professors.”

AMANDA KAISER-BLUETH
Class of 2003
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Yeshiva University 
2495 Amsterdam Avenue 

New York, NY 10033 

Major Concepts in Jewish Cultural History 
This course focuses on the major values, ideas, and institutions that 
shaped and gave meaning to Jewish existence throughout the ages.  
These include relationships with Christianity and Islam, the 
Enlightenment, Zionism, the Holocaust, the contemporary American 
Jewish community, and Israel. 

• Practice
Field instruction is an important component of the Certificate in Jewish 
Communal Service program.  Students are required to spend one year of 
supervised field placement in a Jewish communal agency in the New York 
metropolitan area or in students’ home communities.   

• Educational Enrichment Programs 

Special Seminars
Site visits and seminars are held with leading communal 
professionals in their agency settings.  A student-led committee will 
organize these programs. 

United Jewish Communities General Assembly 
Students will be encouraged to attend the annual General Assembly 
conducted by the United Jewish Communities every November.  
Special efforts will be made to secure funding to promote student 
attendance.   

Monthly Brown Bag Lunches 
Students meet together each month to discuss current issues facing 
the Jewish community and communal service.  Leading communal 
professionals and academics will be invited to enhance these 
informal gatherings. 

• Israel Study Seminar 

The Israel Study Seminar is a collaborative effort of Yeshiva University 
Wurzweiler School of Social Work, Jewish Theological 
Seminary/Columbia University School of Social Work, NYU Wagner 
Graduate School of Public Service and Department of Hebrew and Judaic 
Studies, and UJA-Federation of New York.  The ten-day Israel seminar is 
open only to certificate students preparing for careers in Jewish Communal 
Service.  It will include site visits and meetings with Israeli academics, 
government and not-for-profit agency professionals, and political and 
religious leaders, regarding current needs and services to various 
populations.

For more information on the Certificate in Jewish Communal Service 
contact Dr. Saul Andron at (212) 960 – 5400 ext. 5434 or sandron@yu.edu.



Y E S H I V A  U N I V E R S I T Y

WURZWEILER SCHOOL
OF SOCIAL WORK
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